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Country Stability and Conflictive Domestic Events 

• Compared with the first half of the year, in the second half of 2006 internal conflictive events registered a sharp 
decline. The expected possibility that, given the high degree of disaffection particularly among the urban youth 
driving growing numbers into militancy and the massive Eritrean support for the violent opposition, bomb attacks 
and armed infiltration into the peripheral areas might increase, did not materialize. On the one hand this was a result 
of the past and on-going governmental counter-measures to curb such activities. On the other hand, however, this 
was due to the internal problems of both the legal opposition within the country and the externally based one. Also 
the impact of Eritrean support for the newly formed alliance of militant and armed external opposition movements 
was less strong than expected. 

• Although in various regions of the country communal conflicts relating to access to political power and control over 
scarce resources remained unresolved, in the reporting period only few of them erupted into open violence. More 
ominous for the stability of the country were violent conflicts erupting between Muslim and Christians.  

• In spite of repeated calls from the international community to release the political leaders of Coalition for Unity and 
Democracy (CUD), academics, and journalists still held in detention and charged with treason and similar offences, 
the government refused to release them on bail and continued with the process against 136 persons indicted in 
connection with the post-electoral violence of 2005. It is not to be expected that the government will relent on this 
issue. For the foreseeable future the case of these detainees will remain an issue in domestic politics and continue to 
be an irritant in Ethiopia's relations with the international community. 

• In the second half of 2006 the ruling party further consolidated its control of the political process in the country 
through a judicious mixture of threats and concessions to the legal opposition that was willing to work within the 
political system as set-up and controlled by the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF). In 
September the EPRDF and its member parties held their congresses and re-elected their leaderships with no major 
changes in their composition.  

• The moderate opposition continued to seek its future in cooperation and a quiet strengthening of its organizational 
and popular base. All legal opposition parties represented in the national parliament accepted to work within the 
framework of the constitution and were integrated into the work of the parliament. Their capacity to politically 
confront the ruling party and to develop a coherent political alternative to it continues to be severely curtailed by 
persistent deep programmatic differences and their sharp internal divisions. The hardliner external opposition 
continued to lambaste the internal opposition as quislings in the hire of the EPRDF but could not significantly exploit 
the observable political impotency of the legal opposition. The alliance between the radical external wings of United 
Ethiopian Democratic Forces (UEDF) and Coalition for Unity and Democracy Party (CUDP) with Eritrea and the 
"secessionist" Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) and Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) formalized in May 2006 in 
the establishment of the Alliance for Freedom and Democracy (ADF) had a marked negative impact on the nationalist 
and unitary constituency of the CUDP within Ethiopia and contributed to a growing disillusionment among the wider 
political base of the opposition within and outside of the country. The ambiguous position of some legal opposition 
parties on issue of military intervention in Somalia further divided the opposition camp and exposed those parties 
not fully supporting the government in this issue to hostile reactions of the government and the wider public.  

• The Independent Enquiry Commission into the post-electoral violence, which had suffered the loss of some of its 
members due to resignation and defections, finally presented its report to Parliament. Although not giving the 
government a complete absolution, the report exonerated it from the accusation of having used excessive and 
unwarranted violence. The report stated the number of dead during the post-electoral violence to be 193, i.e. the 
triple of the number until then officially admitted. A member of the Commission, which had defected earlier and 
taken abroad a preliminary draft of the report and videotapes of meetings, alleged that the Commission in its 
majority had found the government guilty of the use of excessive force but had altered its verdict under heavy 
pressure from the government. 

• Throughout the reporting period - fuelled by a spate of defections including at least two brigadier- generals and 
several colonels - opposition websites from the Diaspora reported widespread unrest in military and police forces and 
massive arrests of military suspected of being supporters of the various opposition movements. They alleged that the 
fighting capacity of the Ethiopian military had been severely sapped by purges and speculated that the rule of the  
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EPRDF could be threatened by an impending loss of control over the military. The government acknowledged that it 
had carried out a purge of the army of members "disloyal to the constitution or professionally deficient". These 
purges obviously did not negatively impact upon the fighting will and capacity of the Ethiopian military as 
demonstrated by its rapid campaign in Somalia in the second half of December.  

• The second half of 2006 also registered a marked increase of defections of high-ranking members of the civil and the 
diplomatic service as well as the judiciary. This fuelled speculations on oppositional websites that the demise of the 
EPRDF-rule is approaching. Contrary to these dire forecasts, the defections had no discernable negative impact on 
the EPRDF-rule. 

• The Ethiopian economy continued to register impressive growth rates mainly due to the third consecutive good 
harvest due to well-distributed and timely rainfall in main crop producing areas, increased use of fertilizer and 
improved seeds, rapid control of migratory pests, and increased area under cultivation resulting in a new all-time 
high in food production. As a result, at the end of 2006 the number of people needing food-assistance in 2007 was 
reported to be below three million persons. 

• In the second half of 2006 domestic and foreign investments as well foreign aid flows increased over the previous 
levels. Exports continued to register encouraging growth rates but remained below the target figures. Financial and 
fiscal stability was maintained. The government continued to resist demands by the International Financial 
Institutions to open the country's financial sector for foreign investment. The government also continued to ignore 
domestic as well as international demands to fully privatize landownership.  

• The impact of the high fuel prices on the world market drove domestic inflation into the two-digit realm - over 15% 
in October - leading to negative public reactions.  

• Since 1992 the state-media follow a policy of not reporting on violent conflicts between ethnic and tribal commu-
nities, and they certainly do not report on state-sponsored violence. However, during the period under review, they 
confirmed the occurrence of violent conflicts at a few places indirectly in reports on peace conferences and meetings 
at which resolutions were passed against "anti-peace forces". Opposition media often put forward exaggerated 
reports on government-sponsored violence and of armed clashes between government and opposition forces. 
Irrespective of facts, they attribute every violent clash between ethnic or tribal communities to a deliberate divide 
and rule policy allegedly followed by the EPRDF. Independent confirmation of these events is difficult to obtain. Due 
to these deficiencies of reporting, there is no complete picture of violence occurring in Ethiopia during the period 
under report. Those governmental, oppositional, and third party sources that were accessible were complemented 
with information directly gathered from individual Ethiopian sources.  

 
The following sections provide a brief itemized narrative of the main conflictive events:  
 

1. Community and communal conflicts 
1.1 Borana  
• On July 23, the Horn of Africa Regional Gathering of Pastoralists, hosted by the Guji, Borana and Gabra clans in 

Oromo state was held in Yabello. Representatives of these groups stated that the meeting has helped in bringing 
together the clans and enabling them to acquire experiences on ways of settling conflicts. They further stated that 
they had agreed to study the causes of the past conflicts and to settle them henceforth peacefully. 

• After the Yabello-meeting most IDPs returned to their previous homes. However, a group of IDPs from various 
groups and regions, who, prior to the conflict, were living in settled communities in Arero District and working in the 
traditional gold mining industry or running small businesses, were unwilling or unable to return to their former 
homes. They continued to live in camps or rented accommodation in Mata Gafarsa and Yabelo.  

1.2 Gambella 
• On July 1, Anuak Survival Organization alleged that in the wake of an attack on a bus traveling to Gambella Town by 

unidentified attackers in June 2006, the Ethiopia security forces had intensified reprisals against Anuak resulting in 
several persons killed. It also reported a spate of suspicious deaths of Anuak in hospitals. There were no reports on 
these alleged incidents from other sources. 
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• In September an international NGO operating in Gambella reported that more than 44,600 people displaced due to 

conflicts between local ethnic groups (Nuer, Anuak and Majengir), were in dire need of help. 17 new villages were 
established recently by Nuer who were pushed out of their homes by other groups. The efforts of several NGOs 
engaged in peace-building activities were being hampered by the continued movement of people from Sudan, both 
refugees and raiders, into Ethiopia. 

1.3 Religious Conflicts 
• On July 20, according to a US-based Christian website, Muslim clerics in Kokosa District of Bale attacked more than 

50 Christians. The attack took place when a local convert from Islam to Christianity organized a public service for the 
Christians in the locality. 

• On August 11, 2006 in the Addis Ababa Merkato area police clashed with hundreds of Muslim protestors throwing 
stones and protesting the demolition of a mosque two weeks earlier. The police fired rubber bullets and tear gas 
wounding some protestors. Some cars were damaged and some protestors arrested. The demolition of the mosque 
had been ordered by the urban administration, as it had been build without a permit. On August 19, 2006, the city 
administration announced that it had given a plot of land to the Addis Ababa Islamic Affairs Council to build a 
mosque in Arada sub-city to replace the one demolished. 

• Starting September 15, four-day violent clashes between Muslims and Christians during a celebration of the Meskel 
festival Dembi Town in Jimma Zone of Oromiya started four days of bloody clashes during which 10 people were 
killed and 800 homes and two churches and one mosque destroyed. On October 14 a renewed round of clashes 
between Muslims and Christians caused 5 deaths. The police accused unspecified individuals for instigating religious 
violence for political ends. The police arrested alleged ringleaders - which later were sentenced to prison terms. 
Opposition websites linked to the OLF and the CUDP claimed that the clashes had been instigated by government 
security agents in a deliberate attempt to set Christians and Muslims against each other. 

 
 

2. Armed struggles and political unrest in the Regions 

2.1 Amhara Regional State – Ethiopian People’s Patriotic Front (EPPF) 
• Although the EPPF claimed a continuing military presence in Northwestern Ethiopia, it did not report during the 

period under review any major military activity. 
• On October 2, the EPPF reported that five military from the 26th Army Division stationed at Azezo near Gondar City 

had defected to it. On October 7, the EPPF alleged that over 200 officers and soldiers from this division have been 
put in prison, being accused of sympathizing with the EPPF.  

2.2 Oromiya Regional State – Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) 
• On November 4, the OLF called for Kenyan mediation in its conflict with the Ethiopian government. It denied that it 

is supporting the UIC in Somalia and being armed by Eritrea. 
• On November 9, the OLF claimed that the first anniversary of the beginning of the "Oromo uprising" was 

accompanied by widespread protests in the towns of Oromiya. However, other sources did not carry reports on 
significant unrest in Oromiya or armed activities of the OLF during the reporting period. 

2.3 Somali Regional State – Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) 
• In Early August 2006 the government reported armed clashes with "rebels" of the ONLF infiltrating from neighboring 

Somalia and claimed to have killed 13 insurgents and captured some of their leading commanders. A few days later 
the ONLF, affirmed that armed clashes were frequently taking place between its forces and the Ethiopian army but 
rejected the Ethiopian claim to have captured key commanders.  

• On August 15, 2006 Radio Freedom linked to the ONLF claimed that in August 2006 ONLF fighters killed 180 
Ethiopian military in various clashes in the Ogaden region. There was no independent confirmation of these clashes 
and the alleged Ethiopian casualties. 

• On August 24, 2006, on ONLF-linked website alleged that the hidden motif for meetings of the regional teachers and 
administrators of zones and districts is to recruit large number of informers within the ranks of teachers, students  
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and the administration in an attempt to fight the ONLF with other means after military attempts to destroy the ONLF 
had failed.  

• On August 28, 2006, according to the ONLF-linked website Ogaden online, Mahdi Ayuub, the former head of the 
regional security bureau was arrested in Jigjiga.  

• On September 18 two staff members of the ICRC were abducted near Gode. The until then unknown United Western 
Somali Liberation Front (UWSLF) claimed to have abducted the two humanitarian workers and announced it would 
release them within 48 hours after realizing they were aid workers and not employed by oil companies. On 
September 23, they were handed over to an ICRC team north of Gode. The kidnappings prompted the ICRC to 
suspend operations for the first time in 11 years in Ethiopia's Somali state. 

• On October 10, 2006 the ONLF accused the Ethiopian government of grossly misrepresenting the facts about the 
attempts of bringing about talks between it and the ONLF. According to the ONLF these talks never materialized 
because the Ethiopian government refused to accept the demand of the ONLF that they should take place in a third 
country in the presence of independent mediators and without preconditions. 

 
 

3. Urban violence and unrest 
• On July 31, 2006 three bomb explosions in Dire Dawa caused minor material damage but no human casualties. One 

alleged perpetrator was arrested. The authorities blamed the attack on terrorists aided by Eritrea. 
• On August 24, 2006, according to an opposition website, Oromo and Tigray students clashed at Bahir Dar University 

and on August 25, 2006, at Jimma University. A similar clash also was claimed to have taken place at Haromaya 
University. Opposition websites alleged as cause of the clashes that Tigray student cadres of the EPRDF were 
intimidating and insulting Oromo students, some of whom finally retaliated and attacked Tigray and Amhara 
students in general. Oromo opposition websites from the diaspora claimed that in these three clashes 10 persons 
were killed and that subsequently 44 Oromo students from Haromaya, 30 from Adama, and 23 from Jimma 
University were expelled. 

• On September 6, 2006 an opposition website claimed that thousands of heavily armed troops on pick up trucks 
mounted with machine guns patrolled all major roads and intersections in Addis and that the police was also put on 
high alert throughout the day. The website insinuated that the forces were looking for specific individuals and linked 
the action to the recent defection of military to Eritrea. 

• On September 9, 2006 the Oromia Police Commission announced the arrest of 7 suspects accused of instigating 
violent clashes at the University of Adama on August 30, 2006. Another 3 suspects were arrested for the killing of a 
student during these clashes. 

• On September 15, 2006 the National Intelligence and Security Service and Federal Police Anti-terror Task Force 
announced to have foiled an intended terror attack in Addis Ababa. While monitoring the activities of the cell 
suspected of preparing an attack, the suspects were killed and wounded when a grenade accidentally blew up. 
According to the Task Force, it afterwards sized in the hide-out "parts of explosives and documents that show 
missions and targets of the terrorist group as well as evidences that indicate the terrorists were members of Mecha 
and Tulema and that they have links with the Oromo National Congress (ONC)." 

• On November 10, an OLF-linked Oromo Student Union in the Diaspora reported that on November 4, government 
security agents had allegedly strangled an Oromo student at Meqele University. 

• In mid-December 2006 oppositional Ethiopian websites from the Diaspora alleged that the Ethiopian police and 
special army forces carried out massive round-ups of young men in Addis Ababa during which hundreds of people 
were arrested and at least one person killed. These sources insinuated that these round-ups were a pre-emptive 
move to forestall protests against Ethiopia's military intervention in Somalia. 
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4. Unrest in the military and police 
• During the reporting period ONLF-linked websites carried several reports about defections of Ethiopian military - 

mainly ethnic Somali and Oromo - stationed in the Ogaden or within Somalia to the ONLF. Also the EPPF claimed to 
have received Ethiopian defectors. Eritrea regularly reported defections of Ethiopian military from various ethnic 
groups and ranks.  

• On August 8, Brigadier Kemal Gelchu of Oromo origin, Commander of the 18th army division, defected to Eritrea and 
announced that he would join the OLF. Eritrean and opposition forces but also the UNMEE alleged that more than a 
dozen senior officers including several colonels, and more than 150 soldiers accompanied him. Ethiopia only 
acknowledged the defection of the Brigadier-General. After this defection the OLF multiplied calls to the Ethiopian 
army to follow the example of General Kemal. 

• On August 17, an US-based opposition website alleged that the defection of officers and rank and file members is 
causing a stir in the Army. TPLF cadres called a meeting of officers... held at 'Arategna Kifle Tor Gibe' where two 
days ago, leaflets were circulating calling army members to follow General Kemal. The cadres raised four issues. 
1. Blocking Eritrea TV and radio, as it is the ER media that is causing dissension within the army and it has to be 
dealt with. 
2. Those who defected were corrupt army officers.  
3. Being watchful of those who circulate leaflets within the army which call for dissensions and defections within the 
army.  
4. The army should respect the dressing code and discipline. This was suggested as a way of guarding against those 
who distributed flyers posing as civilian workers within the army. 
The meeting was concluded without concrete decisions. 

• On September 14, Brigadier Hailu Gonfa and Colonel Gemechu Ayana, both Oromos, defected to Eritrea and joined 
the OLF. 

• At the end of September Ethiopian ex-military in the Diaspora claimed that the army carries out a vast purge of 
former military of the Derg-army serving within its ranks. They alleged that more than 3,000 ex-Derg military were 
sequestered at Tatek Military Camp for investigation. The majority of the former Derg army officers serving with the 
Defence Engineering Project, the Air Force, the Air Defence and the Defence Engineering College in Bishoftu 
allegedly were imprisoned and many dismissed without any compensation. 

• On October 1, Prime Minister Meles Zenawi stated that the spate of defections from the Ethiopian military was the 
fall-out of an on-going reform program implemented within the military. "At a time when final preparations were 
made to purge the institution and make it a place where only those loyal to the constitution can participate, there 
were situations where some individuals who did not like the process fled before the purge was carried out." 

• On November 2, an EPPF-press release alleged that Brig-Gen Gebru Ayele Belachew, commander of 8th Mechanized 
Brigade of 108 Army Division based in Badme had joined the EPPF on 27 October. No other source confirmed this 
defection. 

• On November 15, the Ministry of Defence announced the removal of Air Force Commander Major-General Alemshet 
Degife (Oromo), Brigadier-General Kumera Asfaw (Oromo) and Brigadier-General Asemenew Tsige (Amhara) from 
their positions and the military. 

• On November 23, the Ministry of National Defence, in a joint press statement of Minister of Defence Kuma Demeksa 
and Chief of Staff Major General Samora Yunis, acknowledged that it had "implemented wide-ranging reform 
activities aimed at raising the capacity of the army and enabling it to discharge its constitutional duty and 
responsibility more efficiently. It also said it will take heavy measures against forces of destruction engaged in anti-
peace activities." According to the two officials "the Ministry had identified internal problems and took rectifying 
measures to be able to discharge its national duties and responsibilities more effectively and efficiently. Activities 
were enhanced to realize better organization and structures enabling the army to discharge its mission more 
effectively. Efforts were being exerted to extend a system enabling to adopt the level of modernity and 
sophistications through a five-year strategic plan." They further stated that in the "due course of the reform 
measures and following in-depth appraisals, there have been army members and senior officers sacked due to  
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disciplinary misconduct." The statement also claimed that the reform measures were implemented in a 
comprehensive and participatory manner, enabling the army to get better prepared to be able to defend the country 
from any military aggression."  

 
 

5. Political and juridical follow-up of the 2005 violence 
• On August 4, 2006 the trials of Ethiopian opposition leaders and journalists accused of plotting to overthrow the 

government after the May 2005 elections were suspended for a two-months summer break amid calls from 
Ethiopia’s main donors for due process and the rule of law to be upheld. 

• On August 11, over 60 businesses, which had been closed down for nine month were allowed to re-open. The 
businesses in question had followed the call of the opposition to close their premises during the urban post-electoral 
protests and ignored a governmental order to re-open them. The owners of the businesses sealed had complained to 
the city administration and tendered apologies. Considering the apologies and the economic activities in the city, the 
administration had discussed the issue with the prime minister and secured the permission for the shops and 
businesses to reopen. 

• In early October 2006, the trials of Ethiopian opposition leaders and journalists resumed. Thus far, prosecutors have 
presented evidence, including videotapes and documents allegedly proving the defendants are guilty of charges 
ranging from high treason and genocide to conspiracy to overthrow the government. In addition, they plan to call 
some 300 witnesses to testify against the 111 defendants - 101 individuals, four political parties and six newspapers 
- physically present in Ethiopia and 25 others being tried in absentia. 

• In late September, Weldemikael Meshasha, Judge of the Ethiopian Federal High Court and member of the 
Commission of Enquiry into the post-electoral violence, who had fled Ethiopia, alleged that the Commission had 
assessed the number of civilian death to be 193 and thus more than triple the figure admitted by the government. 
According to him, in early July, shortly before completing its report, the commission held a vote and ruled eight to 
two that excessive force was used. The vote and comments of the commission members were recorded on video, a 
copy of which Weldemikael also took out of the country as well as a copy of the draft report.  

• On October 11, the Commission submitted its report to the House of Peoples’ Representatives (HPR). It reported the 
number of civilian dead as 193 and 6 killed policemen. The material losses in the disturbances since June 2005 were 
given as 4.45 Million Birr. The members of the Commission that have finally signed on the report submitted to 
Parliament fell short of pronouncing government reaction during this period an “excessive use of force”. The report 
says the Commission does not believe the handling of human rights during this period was consistent with the 
Constitutions and other laws, although it recognizes that the government has tried to avoid violations of these rights 
as indicated by the series of instruction given to law enforcement forces by officials in relations to human rights 
handling. The Commission concluded that "measures that law enforcement forces had taken to control the violence 
during the period the Commission was mandated to investigate were legitimate and appropriate. It was an act taken 
to protect the newly installed government and perhaps thought to spare the country from unending chaos.” The 
Commission rejected the charges leveled at the government by Weldemikael Meshasha and accused him of 
misrepresenting the facts for political gains. On October 30, the HPR discussed the report and endorsed it with a 
large majority, with the opposition partly voting against it, partly abstaining. 

 
 

6. Political developments inside Ethiopia and in the Ethiopian Diaspora 
• Throughout the reporting period Ethiopian Diaspora opposition organizations and media continuously but vainly 

called upon the Ethiopian population in general, and the youth and students in particular, to engage in a campaign 
of civil disobedience and resistance.  

• Throughout the reporting period the external UEDF dominated by the EPRP waged a viscous propaganda campaign 
against the ADF. It accused the CUDP to have betrayed the national Interests of Ethiopia by allying with the 
secessionist OLF and ONLF and Eritrea. 
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• Since its formation in May 2006 the ADF tried to enlarge its audience and organizational presence within the 

Ethiopian diaspora. These efforts were partially frustrated by the opposition of a substantial part of the members 
and sympathizers of CUDP as well as OLF to this alliance and the growing rift within the external CUDP. 

• In early October the internal conflict simmering in the external leadership of the CUDP (Kinjit International 
Leadership) (KIL) since the summer fully erupted, when a group led by Berhane Mewa and Andergatchew Tsige 
called for the resignation of Major Josef Shaleka, the Chairman of KIL as the rift between the two groups could not 
be healed, the KIL practically split into two factions bitterly fighting each other. This led to a considerable loss of 
influence of the CUDP among the Eritrean Diaspora and also reduced the importance of the CUDP within the ADF.  

• On, October 12, the internal UEDF issued a ten-point statement on the current political situation. It reaffirmed its 
resolve to continue with its peaceful political struggle, the only correct route to viable democratic order and called 
upon EPRDF to desist from its unprincipled scheme of undermining the wellbeing and integrity of opposition 
political parties by causing discord with their ranks. Officials of the coalition stated that with the intention of 
normalizing the highly charged post-election fervor, the UEDF had entered into dialogue with the EPRDF and 
completed the discussion on two out of six agreed agenda items and had signed a joint agreement. They said UEDF 
would like to expose the shameful acts of the few individuals who are at the service of the ruling party and the few 
others who are trying to serve as conduits to the unrealistic agendas of the Diaspora political movement. They said 
the government must implement the agreement signed by UEDF and Oromo Federalist Democratic Movement 
(OFDM) on the respect for constitutional order and rule of law immediately and called on the EPRDF to re-engage 
on talks on the remaining four agreed agenda items 

• On October 4, the CUDP announced that it has accepted the amendment on the rules of procedures and code of 
conduct of HPR endorsed by the Parliament based upon the belief from "belief that it can be made practicable 
through consensus and dialogue, not from having accepted it in its entirety".  

• On October 17, the UEDP-Medhin said that rounds of discussions started with EPRDF last Ethiopian year were, 
overall, showing a promising result. Both parties have managed to agree to discuss six out of the eight issues put 
forward for negotiations. The continuation of theses promising negotiations and bringing them to fruition will 
contribute immensely to the democratic process in this country. It also believes that successful completion of the 
process will better the democratic process that was hurt due to the disturbances that occurred following the May 
2005 elections. It also said that a joint effort between opposition parties would create a better advantage to bring 
common issues to the ruling party and negotiate, than each going about it their own way. 

• On October 22, the conflicts simmering since summer within the legal CUDP led by Temesgen Zewdie took a turn for 
the worse, when his opponents held a general assembly and had Ayele Chamiso elected as a new Chairman. As 
Temesgen Zewdie and his supporters refused to recognize this meeting and its outcome, the legal CUDP was 
effectively split into two separate factions. The National Electoral Board of Ethiopia (NEBE) refused to recognize 
both leaderships and ordered the CUDP to hold a new general meeting to sort out its conflicts. Till the end of the 
reporting period this assembly did not take place. Due to these events the scheduled discussions between EPRDF 
and CUDP on the "supremacy of the law" were cancelled. 

• On October 25, an interview with UEDP-Medhin Chairman Lidetu Ayelew was published, according to which the 
party also accepted the recently endorsed rules of procedures and code of conduct of the HPR as "work-able in the 
Ethiopian context if we strictly comply with it. We can also fill in the gap in the process of implementing the 
document." 

• On November 22, the EPRDF-member Southern Ethiopia Peoples Democratic Movement (SEPDM) and the 
oppositional Sidama Liberation Movement (SLM) signed an agreement, which would enable them to jointly work in 
Sidama Zone by advancing their political struggle in a peaceful and democratic manner. 

• On November 30, in the vote on a resolution presented by PM Meles Zenawi to the Parliament, which asked it to 
empower the government to take all necessary military actions to defend Ethiopia against the aggression of the 
Somali Islamic Court Movement, the opposition vote was split. While UEDF, OFDM and CUD-Temesgen objected to 
the resolution, UEDP-Medhin and CUDP-Ayele endorsed it. The CUDP-Ayele stated that individuals, who allied with 
the anti-peace forces attempting to destruct the sovereignty of the country, do not represent the party. It 
emphatically denounced those opposition forces armed by the Shabia (Eritrean) government and those forces 
reflecting this unlawful mission of the Shabia-sponsored forces sheltering themselves in the parliament. It accused  
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the rival CUDP-Temesgen to have created a front with forces sponsored by the Shabia government to disintegrate 
Ethiopia. PM Meles Zenawi and the EPRDF strongly criticised the rejection of the resolution by most opposition 
parties, raising fears that the detente between the EPRDF and these opposition parties would come to an end.  

• The external opposition forces roundly rejected the resolution and accused the EPRDF and Meles Zenawi to push for 
war with Somalia as a means to shore up his tottering regime and to deflect attention from the on-going domestic 
violence against the opposition. When the Ethiopian army commenced military operations against the Islamic Courts 
forces the external opposition denounced the Ethiopian intervention in Somalia as military aggression. This stand 
cost it further sympathies among the Ethiopian diaspora as many diaspora Ethiopians had accepted the argument of 
the EPRDF that the Islamic courts represented a threat to Ethiopia's national interests. 

• On December 29, in spite of the critique of the government on the stand of some opposition parties on the Somalia 
issue, the EPRDF and the opposition parties resumed their discussions on cooperation within the framework of the 
constitution. The CUDP-Temesgen also agreed to participate in these discussions but independent of the CUDP-
Ayele. 

 
 

7. Humanitarian Issues 
• On August 7, a flash flood caused by heavy rainfall killed 190 people and rendered over 100.000 homeless in 

Diredawa. 
• In mid-August severe flash floods in Northern Ethiopia and in South Omo killed hundreds of people and displaced 

several ten thousand people. 
• In mid-September it was reported that since early August flash floods in various parts of Ethiopia had affected at 

least 357,000 people, of which 136,528 were made homeless. In total more than 600 people died. To shoulder the 
costs for the rehabilitation of the flood victims the Ethiopian government appealed to the international community 
and started a vigorous in-country campaign to solicit donations. 

• On October 25, it was reported that acute watery diarrhea has continued to spread alarmingly in Ethiopia, with the 
death toll rising to 279 and 29,880 people infected, despite efforts by the government and humanitarian agencies to 
control the epidemic since April. 

• About 68 people died and more than hundred thousand fled their homes in the Somali Region after the Wabe 
Shabelle River burst its banks in early November, washing away livestock and damaging infrastructure, including 
bridges and roads. The floods have worst hit the towns of Mustahil and Kelafo. 
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Conflictive and Cooperative International Events 
• Regional conflictive issues continued to be a major factor of concern for the stability of the country. Ethiopia 

viewed with apprehension the growing influence of Eritrea in Sudan's affairs, but in spite of persisting minor 
conflictive issues the political and economic relationships between Ethiopia and its neighbors Sudan, Kenya and 
Djibouti continued to positively develop. International attempts to mediate in the Eritrean-Ethiopian conflict 
remained futile. In October the level of tension along the border was suddenly increased when Eritrea send military 
units into the demilitarized Temporary Security Zone, allegedly to assist the local farmers during the harvest. The 
rapid success of the Ethiopian military intervention in Somalia staved off the danger that Eritrea could exploit a 
drawn-out Ethiopian military campaign in Somalia to instigate conflict at the northern border. The rapid military 
success of Ethiopia's military intervention in Somalia for the time being also has headed off the threat of increased 
destabilization of Ethiopia through infiltration of Ethiopian armed opposition through Somalia and of a powerful 
Islamic movement in control of Somalia re-opening the Ogaden-dossier.  

• Internationally Ethiopia has successfully outridden the timid criticism of the international community of its domestic 
policies and its continuing refusal of accepting the border decision of the Ethiopian Eritrean Boundary Commission 
of April 2002. Its so far successful military intervention in Somalia has further bolstered its international acceptance 
as it convincingly demonstrated particularly to the USA its usefulness, reliance and importance as a regional ally 
and power, thus even further lessening the possibility that the international community would put increased 
pressure upon Ethiopia to accept the border decision. 

 
 

Conflictive International Events 

1. Eritrean-Ethiopian conflict 
• Attempts by international actors to bring the two sides together remained unsuccessful, as Eritrea insisted on 

Ethiopia implementing the border decision, which Ethiopia refused.  
• On October 16, the UNMEE accused Eritrea of a major breach of the June 2000 ceasefire agreement by moving 

1,500 troops and 14 tanks into the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ). Eritrean troops took over one UN checkpoint and 
forced a platoon of Jordanian peacekeepers to leave. Ethiopia later claimed Eritrea had moved 10.000 troops into 
the TSZ and stated that with this act the Algiers Peace Agreement had been rendered obsolete. Eritrea 
acknowledged the presence of Eritrean military in the TSZ for the purpose of helping the local farms with the 
harvest and other agricultural tasks. The move was widely interpreted as another escalation in Eritrea's war of 
nerves with the international community rather than as a preliminary for real military action.  

• On November 7, the Eritrean-Ethiopian Boundary Commission informed Eritrea and Ethiopia that, given the 
persistent impasse concerning the boundary demarcation, it will complete the process of demarcation by the use of 
map coordinates to establish fixed points on the boundary to be connected to each other leaving the physical 
demarcation on the ground to the two parties involved whenever they can agree on doing it. Ethiopia immediately 
rejected this plan as legally invalid. With this move the commission had de-facto endorsed the Eritrean view that the 
boundary had already been established through the decision given in April 2002 and that it legal validity does not 
depend on the physical demarcation. 

• Parallel to lambasting Ethiopia for its rejection of the border decision and the international community and 
particularly the USA for failing to pressurize Ethiopia into accepting it, the Eritrean government quietly stepped up 
its support to the Ethiopian opposition and the Somalian Islamic Courts while vigorously denying it in public. On the 
political side it waged an ever-intensifying propaganda campaign against what it termed the "aggression of 
Ethiopia and the USA against Somalia". It appears that the Eritrean strategic planning envisaged making use of the 
control of the Islamic Courts over Central and Southern Ethiopia to step up the infiltration of OLF and ONLF into 
South-eastern Ethiopia. The Eritrean plans were based on the assumption that a prolonged military conflict between 
Ethiopia and the UIC plus increasing infiltration of ONLF and OLF into Southeastern Ethiopia would tie down 
substantial numbers of Ethiopian troops in the Southeast. This would open a window of opportunity for the 
Ethiopian opposition supported by Eritrea to step up attacks in Northwest Ethiopia and Eritrea to initiate at a 
propitious moment military actions to take Badme. The rapid downfall of the UIC robbed the OLF and ONLF of  
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sanctuaries and support and reduced their potential to increase infiltration into Southeastern Ethiopia. It also meant 
that Ethiopia was not forced to throw more troops into the battle. All in all, it probably employed not more than 
20,000. That left more than enough to guard the northern border against any Eritrean adventures.  

 
 

2. Kenya 
• Communal conflicts over resources and cross-border cattle rustling raids intertwined with political conflicts between 

the Ethiopian government and the OLF remained virulent along the Kenyan-Ethiopian border. To increase the 
security situation along the border and to stop OLF activities there, in August 2006 Ethiopia permitted Kenyan 
security forces for two months to operate on both sides of the border for tracking down OLF suspects and Ethiopian 
cattle rustlers. 

• In early August 2006 Kenyan authorities announced that in a joint mission with the Ethiopian army 40 members of 
the OLF were arrested in Northern Kenya. 

• On August 17, 2006, the OLF denied that those arrested by Kenyan security forces were OLF-members. It alleged 
that in the joint Kenyan-Ethiopian military operations many innocent Kenyan Oromo have been ill treated and 
suffered. It further stated that it had repeated again and again that the OLF fighters have no business in Kenya and 
its military activities are confined in Oromia. On the other hand, the OLF stated that it takes no policing 
responsibility for individuals, Oromo, Kenyan, or other citizens, taking illicit activities, such as banditry, inside or 
outside Oromia. 

• On August 28, Raiders allegedly belonging to an Oromo militia from Ethiopia attacked a village in Marsabit District 
in Northern Kenya. Local residents claim that in the past months there had been frequent raids of this type. 

• On October 5, Kenyan authorities reported that Kenyan police shot dead 16 raiders from Ethiopia after they had 
killed one villager and wounded three in an attack on a small village in the Marsabit District of Kenya. 

• On December 3, Ethiopia announced that as a result of a joint meeting of officials from Kenya and Ethiopia and of 
community elders from the Ethiopian Dassenech and Nyanga-tom and the Kenyan Turkana held in Arba Minch that 
the three communities that reside in the border areas of the two countries have agreed to live peacefully through 
resolving the disputes that occurred previously due to pasture land and fishing grounds.  

 
 

3. Somalia 
• July 11: Fighting between the militia of the SCIC1 and the militias of the last two warlords having remained in 

Mogadishu ends with victory of former. 
• July 14: The TFG reinforces its militias and Ethiopia allegedly send additional men to reinforce more than 2.000 

Ethiopian troops having crossed into Somalia earlier in the week.  
• 20 July 2006: A column of Ethiopian trucks, more than 100-strong and including armoured cars, are seen crossing 

into Somalia. Ethiopia only admits to having military trainers in the country helping the interim government. 
• July 15: Talks scheduled to take place in Khartoum between the SCIC and the TFG do not materialize. 
• July 21: The SCIC orders a "holy war" against Ethiopians in Somalia. 
• July 26: It is alleged that an Eritrean plane brought additional arms for the UIC to Somalia. 
• August 15: the SCIC captures Haradhere, some 500 km northeast of Mogadishu, which had become a safe haven for 

pirates, who had forced shipping firms and international organisations to pay large ransoms for the release of 
vessels and crews. 

 

                                                   
1 On June 24, the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC), often also referred to as Islamic Courts Union (ICU) was transformed into the 
Supreme Council of Islamic Courts (SCIC). However in mist reports the organisation of the Somalian Islamists continued to be referred 
to as UIC or ICU. 
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• August 25: the SCIC re-opens Mogadishu seaport, which was formerly one of the busiest in East Africa but had been 

shut down for 10 years. 
• August 27: Ugandan officers are reported to have arrived in Baidoa. 
• September 2: A new round of talks is held in Khartoum between SCIC and TFG. The SCIC demands of the TFG that it 

retracts its call for international peacekeepers for Somalia. 
• September 29: Militias of the SCIC take over Kismayu. 
• October 5: The SCIC In order to organize the courts into a more coherent organization, rather than a like-minded 

collection of independent judges, a "Supreme Islamic Court of Banadir" was created, with the most senior judges 
forming this high court. This court dealt with wide issues, as well as foreign relations, and commanded the SCIC 
military forces as a whole. The chairman of the Supreme Islamic Court is Sharif Sheikh Ahmed. A consultative Shura 
council chaired by Sheikh Hassan Aweys approved the decisions made by the Supreme Islamic Court, and therefore 
was called the "real power" in the ICU, though the Shura could not act unilaterally. In simplistic terms, this made 
Ahmed the "President" of the ICU and Aweys the "Prime Minister". 

• October 7: The SCIC ordered the partial closure of the country’s border with Ethiopia on Saturday, after accusing 
Ethiopian troops of invading, mining and shelling Somali territory. 

• October 21: Forces of the TFG retook Bur Hakaba close to Baidoa, which had been occupied some days before by 
forces of the SCIC.  

• October 22: Warlord Abdi Qeybdid arrives in Galgadud province at the head of military forces from Puntland 
allegedly in order to set up a strong military base for Ethiopian troops. 

• October 24: The SCIC claims to have captured an Ethiopian military officer in fierce weekend battles in the 
hinterland of Kismayu with a militia allied to the TFG. 

• October 25: Ethiopian PM Meles Zenawi says Ethiopia is "technically at war" with the UIC. 
• October 26: According to a leaked confidential report of the UN Monitoring Group on Somalia 2.000 Eritrean and 

6,000-8,000 Ethiopian troops are stationed within Somalia. Eritrea subsequently flatly denied this accusation, while 
Ethiopia admitted only to the presence of military trainers and advisors.  

• October 29: The SCIC refuses to sit down for peace talks with the TFG scheduled to start on October 30 in Khartoum 
unless Ethiopian troops have left Somalia.  

• November 2: The SCIC claims Ethiopia has stationed 12.000 troops in Somalia. 
• November 12: Islamic militia captures the town of Bandiradley after claiming they came under attack from pro-

government militia backed by Ethiopian troops near the border of the semiautonomous region of Puntland. 
• November 19: Witnesses said Islamic fighters ambushed an Ethiopian military convoy inside Somalia, killing six 

Ethiopian soldiers and wounding 20 others. 
• November 27: The SCIC says Ethiopian forces shelled the northern town of Bandiradley. SCIC-forces attack an 

Ethiopian convoy close to a camp where the Ethiopians are training troops loyal to the TFG, blowing up one of the 
vehicles with a remote-controlled bomb, 35 kilometres south west of Baidoa, the TFG headquarters. The SCIC claims 
around 20 Ethiopians were killed during the attack. The claim couldn’t be independently verified. A Somali 
government official denied the attack took place and Ethiopian officials did not comment. 

• November 30: The Ethiopian Parliament, after debating one week a proposal submitted by Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi, authorized the government to take military action if attacked by the Somalian Islamic movement, which 
had declared a jihad against Ethiopia 

• December 3: SCIC and TFG hold talks in Djibouti in an attempt to avert conflict. 
• December 6: The United Nations Security Council unanimously passed Resolution 1725. The resolution, which was 

led by the USA, authorizes a regional force from the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and the 
African Union (AU) to establish a protection and training mission in Somalia. It also authorizes the lifting of the U.N. 
arms embargo in relation to supplying the peacekeeping force. 

• December 8: Islamic courts say they have engaged in battle with Ethiopian troops for the first time southwest of Baidoa. 
• December 12: Islamic courts give Ethiopian troops one week to leave Somalia or face a "major attack". 



 

© swisspeace  

FAST Update 

 Ethiopia  | July to December 2006 | Page 14 

 
• December 19: Deadline for Ethiopian troops to leave Somalia expires. 
• December 23: Ethiopia for the first time admits its forces are fighting in Somalia, saying it has launched a "self-

defensive" operation against Islamist militiamen. Fighting spreads across a 400 km front along the border. 
• December 25: Ethiopian aircraft bomb Mogadishu airport. 
• December 26: After three days of heavy fighting around Baidoa the allied Ethiopian-TFG forces have broken the 

backbone of the SCIC forces and control Burhakaba and other areas of central Somalia. Ethiopian jets attack 
retreating Islamist militias for a third day. 

• December 27: Ethiopian and Somali government troops take control of Jowhar, a strategic town previously held by 
the Islamists. 

• December 28: Ethiopian-backed government forces capture the capital, Mogadishu; hours after the forces of the 
SCIC evacuated the city and moved to Kismayu. 

• December 31: The allied forces approach Kismayu. 
 
 

4. Sudan 
• In the first week of October 2006 a Southern Sudanese Government delegation held talks with senior Ethiopian 

government officials in Addis Ababa to discuss a peace process that it is hoped will end a 14-year conflict between 
the Lou and Jikany Nuer. It was hoped that the peace process started with the voluntary disarmament in Jonglei 
Province of Nuer Militia would be completed by the on-going disarmament of the Murle Militia. Murle Militia and 
Lou Nuer militia had raided Gambella Nuer areas in the past. 

 
 

5. Relations with USA and EU 
• On October 20, the EU expressed displeasure over the arrest and subsequent expulsion of two EU-diplomats accused 

of having tried to help an Ethiopian Human Rights activist wanted by the Ethiopian Police to escape to Kenya.  
• At the end of November Ethiopia urged the European Union to stop the destructive campaign carried by some MPs of 

the European Parliament blaming them of interfering in the internal affairs of the country. According to remarks the 
Speaker of the Ethiopian Parliament addressed to the 6th Conference of the Africa-Caribbean-Pacific Countries as well 
as the 12th Joint Conference of the Parliaments of the Africa-Caribbean-Pacific and the European Union held in 
Barbados, the anti-Ethiopia campaign, which was launched by some members of European Parliament following the 3rd 
National Elections, has violated the Cotonou Agreement. The interference of a delegation of the EU, which came to 
Ethiopia to observe the 3rd National Elections, in Ethiopia's internal affairs, has been the root cause of the 
disagreement. The destructive movement of some of the members of the European parliament against Ethiopia should 
be stopped immediately since it destabilizes the unity and sovereignty of the nation. The government of Ethiopia is 
willing to continue holding discussions with EU since the union is one of the forefront development partners of Ethiopia. 

• In September the Speaker of the House of Representatives block the draft bill H.R. 5680 - Ethiopia Freedom, 
Democracy, and Human Rights Advancement Act of 2006 -, sponsored by a network of Ethio-American civic 
associations linked to the Ethiopian opposition and various political allies, from being put to a vote in the house. The 
proposed bill would have tied any aid for Ethiopia to improvements on its human rights track record. 

 
 

Cooperative International Events 
• On July 5, the Ethiopian government informed that the World Bank has totally cancelled the International 

Development Association (IDA) debt of Ethiopia - totaling 3.616 billion USD - under the Multilateral Debt Relief 
Initiative (MDRI). The debt relief Ethiopia enjoyed under the HIPC Initiative would enable it attain the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). According to the bank Ethiopia’s economic growth performance over the past two years 
has been very strong and broad based. Ethiopia has also made important gains on human development indicators, 
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fuelled by an increase in pro poor spending from 39 per cent of the budget in 1999/2000 to 54 per cent in 2005/06. 

• On July 12, during a visit to Addis Ababa World Bank President Paul Wolfowitz declared, the Bank will continue 
supporting Ethiopia's development efforts, and expressed confidence that the country was recovering from the 
political upheaval that caused major donors to suspend direct budgetary support last year. 

• On August 10, Ethiopia and the USA signed a grant agreement amounting to 57.6 million USD in support of ongoing 
U.S.-Ethiopian partnership programs under USAID. 

• On October 12, Ethiopia signed a 155 Million Euros (1.7 Billion birr) grant agreement with the European 
Commission. The grant will be utilized to finance the construction of road and the capacity building efforts being 
implemented as part of the comprehensive Road Sector Development Program. The grant will be disbursed over a 
three-year period commencing from 1999 Ethiopian fiscal year, and the first tranche amounting to 50 million euros 
(560 million birr) will be released during the current Ethiopian fiscal year. 

• On October 13, the World Bank and partner donors informed that they will in a month's time officially announce the 
results of first quarterly joint assessment on the utilization of budgets and grants allocated for basic services delivery 
in Ethiopia, The assessment, to be followed by a series of quarterly reviews till April 2008, will serve monitoring the 
progress of the Protection of Basic Services (PBS), a program aimed at protecting and making the delivery of basic 
services more transparent. Proposed following the suspension of direct budget support to the country by various 
donors, the good-governance-oriented PBS program will allow donors better follow the implementation of the 
government's budget and the funding they are providing to the country towards basic services delivery. The PBS 
incorporates four components that deal with: delivery protection (by regional and district administrations) where 
donors provide money through the federal block grant on condition that the full amount is passed to the regions, 
funding to be used for basic health services, improving the availability of budget and service delivery information in 
the public domain, and familiarizing and engaging citizens and civil society organizations with budget and in pilot 
activities. So far, the World Bank and the UK Department for International Development (DFID) are the only donors 
to disburse funds to the PBS program to date, which amounted nearly 150 million US dollars. The four components 
of the PBS delivery - which include education, health and water - will take a total of 420.2 million US dollars. 

• On October 13, the MoFA disclosed that the UN-system, through the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), intends to donate 722 
million USD for the execution of development works Ethiopia would undertake in the coming four years. Out of the 
total funds earmarked, UNICEF will contribute 470 USD. The funds earmarked for development works in the coming 
four years exceed those allocated for the last four-year period by 438 USD. 

• On October 18, the Chinese ambassador to Ethiopia commented on the positive development of Ethio-Chinese 
economic relations. Currently 40 Chinese firms with a capital of 40 Million USD were operative in Ethiopia. In 2005 the 
volume of Ethio-Chinese trade volume had reached 370 Million USD, of which 300 Million USD were Ethiopian exports. 

• On October 18, the IMF stated that Ethiopia is well positioned to meet the income poverty goal, one aspect of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

• In November, the World Bank’s Africa Development Indicators 2006 report (ADI 2006) singled out Ethiopia for praise 
in key areas and gave it a high overall rating. Ethiopia’s recent progress in annual GDP growth was underrepresented 
as the country has shown a rate of growth of about 9 percent for the past three years and was on course to increase 
this into double figures in the coming few years. Ethiopia was in the top category for “policies of social inclusion and 
equity”, in the domain of “economic management” and also did exceptionally well in the domain of “structural 
policies” and “public sector management and institutions”.  

• In November the Turkish Ambassador to Ethiopia stated that the volume of Ethio-Turkish trade has increased to 140 
Million USD, 30 Million of which were Ethiopian exports. A growing number of Turkish firms are investing in 
Ethiopia, among them two textile companies with a combined investment volume of 150 Million Euros.  

• On December 23, it was reported that the African Development Bank (ADB) had made a loan and grant to Ethiopia 
worth a combined USD 249.5 million to fund power projects and health, education and water services. The USD 
131.5 million loan will help in financing the rural electrification project, the USD 118 million grant to finance basic 
services such as sanitation, primary health care, education, water and support for farming communities. A week 
before the ADB had approved a USD 98 million for the Jimma-Mizan road upgrading project. 
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Outlook 
• The government of Meles Zenawi will continue to consolidate its internal political position and its relations with 

the donor community. 
• The legal opposition will continue to work within the system but it is also expected to experience further internal 

problems. 
• There is a possibility that pushed by Eritrea the militant opposition will step up urban bomb attacks and armed 

infiltration into the peripheries but the Ethiopian security forces will remain capable of keeping armed insurgencies 
in peripheral areas under control. 

• As the regionalization of the country is not yet finally settled, there is a continued risk of unresolved communal 
conflicts erupting into open violence but there is only a low risk that they will threaten the overall stability of the 
country.  

• There is a continuing risk that militant Islamic circles will try to exploit local, national, and even international issues 
to increase their audience and organizational foothold within the Ethiopian Muslim communities. This risk probably 
has considerably increased as a consequence of Ethiopia's military intervention in Somalia. 

• The Eritrean-Ethiopian conflict will remain stable; unresolved levels of tension will remain high but are unlikely to 
result in renewed military confrontation. 

• There is a difficult to calculate risk that in retaliation for the Ethiopian military intervention in Somalia Somalian 
Islamists will mount attacks against targets in Ethiopia and wage a guerrilla war against Ethiopian forces within 
Somalia. 

• There is a low risk that the border issues with Sudan and Kenya will negatively impact on the positive relations 
between these two countries. 

• A major risk factor for the economy will be the development of the petrol prices on the world market. Any further 
price increase for fuel will have tremendous negative impacts for the still highly fragile Ethiopian economy and 
contribute to high inflation rates, which will lead to public discontent with the government. 

• Apart from this risk and unless the coming agricultural seasons turns out very badly, the economic outlook will 
remain promising and contribute to calm also the political situation. 

• The government will continue to implement its economic policy against the general condemnation of the 
opposition and the selective criticism of the international donor community and to try as much as possibly to retain 
ownership and control of the economic reforms and to implement these according to its own vision and time-table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

© swisspeace  

FAST Update 

 Ethiopia  | July to December 2006 | Page 17 

 
Map of Ethiopia 
 



 

© swisspeace  

FAST Update 

 Appendix: Acronyms | Page 18 

 
Acronyms 
African Union  AU 
Alliance for Democracy and Freedom ADF 
Ethiopian Peoples Patriotic Front EPPF 
Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front EPRDF 
Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Party EPRP 
Inter-Governmental Authority on Development  IGAD 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs MoFA 
National Election Board of Ethiopia NEBE 
Ogaden National Liberation Front ONLF 
Oromo Federalist Democratic Movement  OFDM 
Oromo Liberation Front  OLF 
Sidama Liberation Front SLF 
Southern Ethiopian Peoples' Democratic Movement SEPDM 
Supreme Council of Islamic Courts SCIC 
Tigray People's Liberation Front TPLF 
Transitional Federal Government (of Somalia) TFG 
United Ethiopian Democratic Forces UEDF 
United Ethiopian Democratic -Medhin  UEDP-Medhin 
Union of Islamic Courts UIC 
United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea  UNMEE
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Who are we? 

FAST International is the early warning program of swisspeace, based in Bern, Switzerland. The program is 

funded and utilized by an international consortium of development agencies consisting of the Austrian 

Development Agency (ADA), Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). 

What do we want to achieve? 

FAST International aims at enhancing political decision makers’ and their offices’ ability to identify critical 

developments in a timely manner so that coherent political strategies can be formulated to either prevent or 

limit destructive effects of violent conflict or identify windows of opportunity for peacebuilding. 

How do we work? 

FAST International uses both qualitative and quantitative methods, with the combination of methods being 

determined in each case by customer needs. The centerpiece of FAST International is the collection of single 

cooperative and conflictive events by means of a web-based software, applied by local staff using a coding 

scheme called IDEA (Integrated Data for Event Analysis), which is based on the WEIS (World Interaction 

Survey) coding scheme. The monitoring by FAST International is done independently from Western media 

coverage, thus providing for a constant influx of information. This information is collected by FAST 

International’s own Local Information Networks (LINs). The quantitative empirical analysis is based on 

composed indicators developed within the IDEA framework. Since even the most profound quantitative 

analysis requires interpretation, FAST International cooperates with renowned country/area experts.  

What are our products? 

FAST International offers different early warning products tailored to customer needs. The only standard 

product available to the general public is the FAST Update, which provides the reader with an overview of 

developments on a semi-annual basis. It consists of three to five tension barometers (graphs), displaying 

cooperative and conflictive developments, which are analyzed by FAST’s country/area experts on the basis of 

specific indicators. Whenever major changes occur in one of the countries or regions under scrutiny, FAST 

releases Special Updates, which follow the structure of the regular FAST Updates. FAST Updates are 

available in either hard copy, in electronic form on the respective country page or by subscription. 

Which countries do we currently monitor? 

Africa:  Angola, Burundi, DRC/Kivu region, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mozambique, Rwanda, Somalia 

Asia:  Afghanistan, India/Kashmir, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan 

Europe:  Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Georgia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, 

Russian Federation/North Caucasus region, Serbia 


