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Southern Africa  • Floods  and Cyclones  
Situation Update # 9 
16 March 2011   

 
This report was issued by the Regional Office for S outhern & Eastern Africa (ROSEA). It covers the per iod 09-15 
March 2011. The next report will be issued on or ar ound 23 March 2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• In southern Angola, 19,000 people have been affected by flooding in early March 2011. 
• In Malawi, 3,250 people have been affected by flooding during the previous week.  
• The flood wave in the Okavango River is expected to peak at 8.40 m at Rundu in north-east Namibia 

on 16 March 2011. 

 

II. Regional Situation Overview  

 

 

Between 07 and 13 March 2011, above average rainfall occurred over central Namibia, northern Botswana, north-
central Mozambique and parts of Madagascar. Between 15 and 21 March 2011, there is an increased chance for 
rainfall over southern and central Angola and the northern parts of Namibia, Zambia, Mozambique, Madagascar 
and Malawi. Between 22 and 28 March 2011, the chance for seven-day total precipitation to exceed 50 mm in 
these areas is much reduced, except for northern Madagascar. 

Based on this forecast, it is expected that over the next two weeks flood conditions will continue across southern 
Angola and northern Namibia, where flooding is already being recorded. Also, the high water levels in the upper 
Zambezi and the Okavango rivers are expected to be maintained.  

III. Angola  

Namibe Province has been seriously affected by heavy rains and a rapid rise of water levels in early March 
2011.  An estimated 19,000 people (2,800 households) have been affected. Houses were destroyed and 
agricultural production impacted. There are also reports of damage to roads and bridges, with some 
communities in Bibala being unreachable by road. A hospital in Sacomar had been flooded, and patients 
were transferred to the provincial hospital. 

Among the affected population there are a significant number of children showing symptoms of diseases 
such as malaria and diarrhea, and there is a high risk of outbreaks of water-borne diseases such as cholera. 
The polio vaccination campaign is also under serious threat in all municipalities of Namibe Province. There is 
an immediate need for food, blankets, clothes and other relief items, as well as for medical supplies to cover 
the immediate health needs (including malaria and children’s medicines) and vaccines. At this point in time 
the Government of Angola has enough stocks to meet these needs.  

Local authorities have identified safe areas where the displaced will be provided with tents by Government. A 
secondary road is being opened to connect Namibe and Lubango in order to gain access to isolated 
communities in Bibala municipality. 
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The Technical Unit for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance (UTCAH) at provincial level convened an 
Emergency Coordination meeting with partners on 10 March 2011. A plan was developed to collect more 
information on the affected population and possible infrastructural damage. Municipal authorities, the 
provincial delegation from the Ministry of Agriculture and COSPE (an NGO) are organizing missions to the 
affected areas, and aim to produce a complete report on the situation. 

At a recent UN Disaster Management Team (DMT) meeting it was concluded that there is no need for an 
assessment mission at this stage, as sufficient information on the situation was being provided by the WHO 
presence in Namibe Province, and the situation seems to be under control. The Government is in contact 
with the Resident Coordinator’s Office, but has to date not requested any assistance. UNICEF has indicated 
that there are stockpiles of relief items available should the Government request support. WHO is working 
with the Ministry of Health to ensure adequate supplies of medicine and vaccines. Other UN agencies are on 
stand-by to provide support if necessary.  

IV. Madagascar  

In Madagascar, information on the impact of Tropical Cyclone Bingiza continues to be collected. All 
displaced populations have returned home, except for 438 households in two localities in Ambovombe-
Androy District in southern Madagascar, where Government, with support from partners, are coordinating the 
provision of relief items.  

V.  Malawi  

Increased rainfall activities towards the end of last week in some parts of the country have resulted in new 
cases of flooding. In Nsanje District, 603 households (3,015 people) were affected when flood waters 
inundated many houses and damaged an estimated 252 ha of crop fields. In Mzimba District, the houses of 
47 households (about 235 people) collapsed due to the flooding of the Tchesamo River. Assessments are 
underway to verify the impact.  

There have been no response to these new situations as yet, as the Department of Disaster Management 
Affairs (DODMA) has run out of supplies; they are in the process of submitting a funding request to the 
Ministry of Finance.  

VI. Mozambique  

In Mozambique, the monitoring of hydrological and meteorological conditions is continuing, as is the 
provision of assistance to flood-affected communities along the Limpopo and Zambezi basins. The Technical 
Council of Disaster Management (CTGC) is currently considering downgrading the flood alert from orange to 
green, and focusing on the early recovery strategies to address the gaps identified during emergency 
response. 

VII. Namibia  

According to the latest information from the Zambezi River Authority (ZRA), water levels in the upper 
Zambezi River are again increasing, meaning that high water levels will be maintained downstream at 
Katima Mulilo for weeks to come. 

The flows in the Cuvelai oshanas in northern Namibia are further increasing in the Ohangwena and Oshana 
regions.  

The flood wave in the Okavango River is estimated to peak around 8.40 m at Rundu on 16 March 2011, 
which is around the same peak levels reached in 2009 and 2010. Flood readiness should be maintained. 
There have been no reports of flooding further downstream in northern Botswana.   
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Graphic: Trends in water levels of Zambezi River at Katima Mulilo

 
Source: Namibia Hydrological Services, Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 

Graphic: Trends in water levels of Okavango River a t Rundu 

 
Source: Namibia Hydrological Services, Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 

 

VIII.  Zambia  

Following reports of rising water levels in rivers, lakes, swamps, dams and streams, the Disaster 
Management and Mitigation Unit commissioned a flood monitoring exercise in twenty districts in the 
provinces of Central, Eastern, Lusaka, Southern, Western and North-Western to ascertain the risk of 
flooding. The exercise was undertaken from 10 to 18 February 2011. 

The assessment found that a number of schools had been damaged by storms or temporarily closed due to 
flooding. A number of districts also reported houses that had been affected by storms or flooding. Water 
logging had also affected crops in some of the assessed districts.  

The assessment also found that infrastructure (i.e. roads, bridges and culverts) had suffered damage due to 
heavy rains, compounding the fact that no major repair work had taken place in the last two years. Based on 
these finding, the assessment recommended that Government take the necessary steps to rehabilitate or 
replace damaged infrastructure. 
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It was established that the availability of health supplies is generally adequate, except for mosquito nets and 
antibiotics, and that there is need to provide chlorine and mosquito nets to households in the assessed 
districts.  

The assessment recommended that information on the opening of spill way gates at Kariba and Itezhi tezhi 
dams be more widely disseminated to allow downstream communities time to relocate. There is also a need 
to preposition essential medical drugs for those health centres that are likely to be cut off, and for tents to be 
prepositioned in the districts of Kaoma, Mongu, Kalabo, Chavuma and Zambezi. 

It was further recommended that vaccinations of domestic animals be intensified, and that that more bore 
holes be drilled to increase population’s access to safe drinking water. The full assessment report can be 
found on the OCHA ROSEA website.   

IIX. Contact  

Kelly David 
Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1609 
david1@un.org, Cell Phone +27 (0) 82 908 1338 

Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1665 
zeelie@un.org, Cell Phone +27 (0)82 328 3038 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing lis t, please email zeelie@un.org  or visit 
ochaonline.un.org/rosea .  

 

Sources : Namibia Hydrological Services, Zambia Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU), 
Mozambique National Water Directorate, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the 
United States of America, relevant United Nations Country Teams, UN Agencies, SADC HYCOS. Malawi 
Department of Disaster Management Affairs (DODMA), Zimbabwe Department of Civil Protection (DCP), 
Madagascar National Disaster Management Authority (BNGRC), National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) of the United States of America. 

Note: Household size estimated at five persons, except for Angola, where it is estimated at 6.8 persons 

 



Southern Africa: Storm, Flood and Cyclone Damage in 2011 (Total)
16 March 2011

Country Affected
Displaced or 
evacuated Deaths

Houses 
Destroyed Food Security Infrastructure Damage

Angola                       65,084             34,380              113            4,980 Damage to transport infrastructure.

Lesotho  NK               3,360               672  4,708 livestock animals killed, crops waterlogged. Damage to roads reported.

Madagascar             21,256                34            5,696 

1,625 houses damaged; One hospital and 4 
health care centres partially damaged in 
Mananara Nord by Bingiza, which also 
destroyed 149 classrooms in one of the 

most affected areas, and damaged roads 
and bridges.

Malawi                       27,900               1,500  2,608 ha of crops damaged. 
 Some damage to school and transport 

infratructure. 

Mozambique                       33,946 955  33,841 ha of crops damaged. 

Namibia                  729 
Damage to crops and infrastructure. 
Schools have been flooded.

South Africa  NK                91 

 13,043 houses damaged, as well as roads 
and bridges. Cost of damage estimated at 

over $138,000. 

Zambia  Some croplands waterlogged. 
 Damage to schools, houses and transport 

infrastructure. 

Zimbabwe                            371 
Rain and flood damage to roads, bridges 

and schools have been reported.

Total                     127,301             62,180              238          11,348 

Compiled by OCHA ROSEA. Data partial and incomplete. NK means Not Known. Household size estimated at five persons, except for Angola, where it is estimated at 6.8 persons 
Sources: Namibia Hydrological Services, Zambia Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU), Mozambique National Water Directorate, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the United States of America, relevant United Nations 
Country Teams, UN Agencies, SADC HYCOS. Malawi Department of Disaster Management Affairs (DODMA), Zimbabwe Department of Civil Protection (DCP), Madagascar National Disaster Management Authority (BNGRC), National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) of the United States of America.
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In South Africa, the Government led a senior level
assessment to flood affected provinces from 7-9 Feb 2011,
the results of which have not yet been released.

Southern Africa Flood and Cyclone Update as at 16 March 2011

Disclaimer:
The designations employed and the presentation of material on this
map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Map ID:ROSEA181v09_Southern Africa Flood Update
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Data Sources: 
Flood Information: Humanitarian Partners on the ground
(See data sources in attached report)
Mapping Data: HYCOS, GIST, ESRI, UN OCHA, ReliefWeb

In Mozambique, the monitoring of hydrological and meteorological conditions is continuing, as is the provision of
assistance to flood-affected communities along the Limpopo and Zambezi basins. The CTGC is currently considering
downgrading the flood alert from orange to green.
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New Flooding Reports
Since Last Update (9 March)
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The flows in the Cuvelai oshanas in northern Namibia are
further increasing in the Ohangwena and Oshana regions.
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The flood wave in the Okavango River is estimated to peak
around 8.40m at Rundu on 16 March 2011,  which is around
the same peak levels reached in 2009 and 2010.

In Zambia, an assessment found that a number of schools
were damaged by storms or temporarily closed due to
flooding. Houses were also affected by storms or flooding in
a number of districts. Water logging affected crops in some
of the assessed districts. Infrastucture has been damaged
due to heavy rains, compounding the fact that no major
repair work has taken place in the last 2 years.

In Namibe Province an estimated 19,000 people have been
affected by flooding in early March 2011. Houses were
destroyed and agriculture production impacted. There are
also reports of damage to infrastructure.

Increased rainfall towards the end of last week resulted in new cases of
flooding in some parts of Malawi. In Nsanje District, 603 households
(3,015 people) were affected when flood waters inundated many houses
and damaged an estimated 252 ha of crop fields. In Mzimba District, the
houses of 47 households (about 235 people) collapsed due to flooding
of the Tschesamo River. Assessments are underway to verify the impact.

Please note that flood areas are mapped at district level, except for Angola,
Namibia and Mozambique where some data was provided at regional level only.
*Average household size is estimated at 5 people.

According to the Zambezi River Authority, water levels in
the upper Zambezi River are again increasing, meaning
that high water levels will be maintained downstream at
Katima Mulilo for weeks to come.


