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In brief 

 

Following a lull this past weekend, protests resumed on Monday in Bujumbura, capital of Burundi, in 

defiance of a Government order to cease and desist. The protests are in opposition to a third 

presidential bid by current President Pierre Nkurunziza. A flurry of diplomatic activity has been 

underway to find a peaceful resolution to the crisis, and several countries have announced concrete 

measures against the Government of Burundi. Despite numerous calls to postpone the elections, the 

Government insists that they will proceed as scheduled – most notably, with the presidential election 

to be held on 26 June. 

 

Key humanitarian developments 

 

Official figures to date report 17 deaths (including one today in Buterere, Bujumbura; comprising 14 

civilians, 2 police officers and one soldier) and 200 wounded (including 10 today). Areas primarily 

affected in Bujumbura are Musaga, Nyakabiga, Bwiza, Ngagara, Cibitoke, Kinama, Kanyosha, 

Buterere and Kinindo. Some communes in Bujumbura Rural and Bururi Provinces also reported 

demonstrations today. In addition to confirmed reports of several youths having been killed and 

others injured during protests, UNICEF is concerned about a high number of separated and 

unaccompanied children crossing into neighboring countries. Meanwhile, the Office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) continues to monitor and investigate reports of human 

rights violations in the country. 

 

The Association of Private Radio Stations in Burundi has threatened to initiate legal action against 

the Government of Burundi following the shutdown of Radio Publique Africaine (RPA) and the 

decision to restrict Isanganiro and Bonesha FM from broadcasting outside Bujumbura. They have 

also filed a complaint against the national telecommunications company (ONATEL) for 

disconnecting the telephone lines of these private radio stations without providing a valid reason. 

Government-controlled Radio-Télévision nationale du Burundi (RTNB) continues to broadcast 

nationwide. While still blocked by authorities, individuals have found alternative means of accessing 

social media. 

 

Humanitarian needs have begun to emerge, notably at certain border-crossing points, where 

populations have become congested as they wait to be processed or access boat transport. A 

Humanitarian Country Team meeting held on 9 May called for an inter-agency assessment mission 

that left Bujumbura for Nyanza-Lac Commune of Makamba Province, southern Burundi, the next 

day. The mission returned today, and was due to brief on its findings, including on the most urgent 

needs of people. Given the pre-existing precarity of the landlocked Burundian economy, heavily 

reliant upon imports; the existing low baseline of key humanitarian indicators, notably in the domains 

of nutrition and food security; and the collective trauma of a population that has endured episodes of 

mass killings and upheaval since its independence from Belgium in 1962, rapid deterioration in the 

humanitarian situation is likely. 

 



 

 

On the education front, UNICEF has expressed its regret that national exams for public schools were 

held on 6/7 May despite calling for a postponement, as many children (specifically in Bujumbura and 

areas of Bujumbura Rural, Kirundo and Makamba Provinces) were unable (both physically, being 

unable to leave their houses or in transit to neighboring countries, as well as psychologically) to 

participate in the exams. UNICEF also said it was “highly concerned” that insecurity has led to the 

need to close schools in many parts of Bujumbura. UNICEF is working with all parties to ensure that 

children have access to continued learning in a safe and protective environment. 

 

Refugees 

 

Meanwhile, movements of Burundians out of Burundi have continued apace. As of 11 May, an 

estimated 52,475 Burundian refugees had sought protection in neighboring countries, notably in 

Rwanda (25,455), Tanzania (19,360) and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (7,660) according to 

the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR). UNHCR notes that unverified numbers suggest refugee flows to 

Tanzania may now have exceeded 25,000, with several hundred people in hard-to-reach areas with 

limited support. OHCHR reports that they have seen a return to Makamba Province of families that 

had initially fled to Tanzania, citing worsening humanitarian conditions (challenges in accessing 

food, shelter, sanitation and the presence of diseases which reportedly have resulted in the death of at 

least eight people, including seven children). 

 

UNHCR reported on 8 May that many people had experienced difficulties while trying to leave 

Burundi: several women had reported threats of rape from armed men, and having to bribe their way 

through roadblocks, while some had walked for hours through the bush with their children. UNHCR 

has appealed to the authorities in Burundi to allow people to move freely. 

 

A UNHCR-led regional inter-agency contingency planning meeting for the Great Lakes Region, with 

focus on population outflows from Burundi into neighboring States, began in Nairobi on Monday and 

concluded today, with a decision to develop a regional refugee response plan (joint communiqué to 

follow). 

 

The humanitarian community is worried that the most likely scenario in Burundi is already tending 

towards the worst-case scenario set out in the national contingency plan. This worst-case scenario is 

particularly bleak: 300,000 people displaced (250,000 IDPs and 50,000 refugees), representing about 

three per cent of the total population in one of the most densely inhabited States in Africa and in a 

context of very high pre-existing levels of chronic vulnerability. Furthermore, national vulnerabilities 

are also high in refugee-receiving countries – particularly in the DRC, where 6.5 million people are 

food insecure and 2.7 million people are internally displaced. Some 400,000 DR Congolese refugees 

are already hosted across the Great Lakes Region. 

 

Key Political Developments 

 

 The African Union, the European Union, and the United States have all called for a delay in 

elections. 

 

 Heads of State of the five-nation East Africa Community (EAC), comprising Burundi, Kenya, 

Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda, will be meeting in Dar es Salaam tomorrow to discuss the 

current crisis. It follows an EAC fact-finding mission dispatched last week that included the 

foreign affairs minister of Kenya, Rwanda and Tanzania. 



 

 

 

 UN-supported dialogue last week between the Government and various stakeholders including 

political parties and religious groups concluded on 7 May, with parties issuing a joint statement 

appealing for an end to violence. The UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for the Great Lakes 

Region, Said Djinnit, briefed the UN Security Council in a closed session on 8 May on the latest 

developments in Burundi and the results of the talks. 

 

 The African Union announced it had deployed a high-level delegation to join forces with the UN 

delegation and engage with stakeholders in the interest of maintaining peace and security. 

 

 An Extraordinary Meeting of the Chiefs of Defense Staff and Chiefs of Intelligence and Security 

Services of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) met on Monday in 

Luanda, Angola, on the security situation in Burundi and the Great Lakes Region, ahead of a 

meeting of Ministers of Defense of ICGLR Member States today and in advance of an ICGLR 

Summit of Heads of States and Government foreseen for 18 May, also in Luanda. 

 

 Belgium, The Netherlands and Switzerland have suspended funding for the forthcoming elections 

in Burundi. 

 

 Numerous leaders, including African Union Commission Chairperson Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma; 

US Secretary of State John Kerry; South African President Jacob Zuma; and Rwandan President 

Paul Kagame, have come out publicly against a third term for President Nkurunziza. 

 

 Eight candidates, including President Nkurunziza, have officially announced their candidacy, 

which must be validated by the Electoral Commission. Others include Agathon Rwasa, who 

headed the former rebel Front national pour la libération (FNL) but who would be running as an 

independent candidate, and who is seen as Nkurunziza’s chief rival; Charles Nditije of l’Union 

pour le progrès national (Uprona); Jacques Bigirimana of the FNL wing recognized by the 

Government; Domitien Ndayizeye, who served as a transitional president from 2003 to 2005; 

Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, who served as president from 1994 to 1996, in the midst of the 

country’s 10-year civil war; Jean Minani, head of a wing of the Front pour la démocratie au 

Burundi (Frodebu) and who served twice as President of the National Assembly; and Jean de 

Dieu Mutabazi, a lesser-known figure who heads the Coalition des partis politiques pour une 
opposition participative (COPA). 

Background: 

 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in 

office for two terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors (including the UN) has warned that an attempt 

to seek a third term is unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and 

Reconciliation Agreement for Burundi that ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an appeal 

by the Senate, Burundi’s Constitutional Court determined that President Nkurunziza was eligible for re-

election – although the Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this decision. 
 

* * * 

 

The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. 

http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
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