
B
u

r
u

n
d

i 
C

r
is

is
 —

 R
e
g

io
n

a
l 
I
m

p
a
c
t 

 S
it
u
a
ti
o
n
 R

e
p
o
rt

 #
0
6
  
3
0
 J

u
n
e
 2

0
1
5
 

Burundi Crisis 

Regional Impact 

Overview 
Legislative and communal elections were held on 29 June 

as scheduled, despite calls from the opposition parties to 

boycott the elections. The situation remained calm with no 

incidents reported. However, there are concerns that the 

situation may deteriorate ahead of the presidential       

elections scheduled for 15 July.  

The  number of Burundians fleeing into neighbouring  

countries is likely to increase in coming days. So far, more 

than 131,000 people have fled the country into the DRC,   

Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda.  

The ongoing crisis is likely to further deepen pre-existing 

food and nutrition insecurity of the already vulnerable   

people in Burundi and in the DRC, Rwanda, Tanzania and 

Uganda. WFP is providing critical food assistance to vulner-

able households in Burundi and to all new refugees in the 

neighbouring countries, with a particular focus on the    

nutritional status of children, pregnant and breastfeeding 

women.  

In order to address the current and evolving needs of the 

Burundian refugees, humanitarian partners launched the  

Burundi Regional Refugee Response Plan. The plan       

requests for USD 207 million to provide protection and  

assistance to 200,000 refugees until the end of September 

when the plan will be reviewed.  

Burundi. The ongoing crisis is having significant impact on 

the humanitarian needs within the country. Markets and 

livelihood activities have been disrupted, which will further 

worsen the pre-existing food and nutrition insecurity in the 

country. Without immediate intervention, there is a risk of 

increased population movement across the borders into 

neighbouring countries, which may result in increased costs 

in meeting refugee needs. 

The recent inter-agency assessment recommended imme-

diate food assistance for 100,000 people in Kirundo, 

Makamba Provinces and Bujumbura. WFP is conducting 

further verification of the population in need of emergency 

assistance in Kirundo and Makamba Provinces. So far, 

about 12,000 households in Kirundo and 5,000 households 

in Makamba have been identified. WFP is preparing to carry 

out food distributions for the identified people.   Following 

the rapid assessments and concerns over the high malnu-

trition rates of children arriving in Rwanda from Kirundo 

and Makamba provinces, the Ministry of Health, UN agen-

cies and NGO partners are conducting nutrition screening 

to determine the nutrition situation.  

Through an immediate response emergency operation  (IR-

EMOP), WFP is providing assistance for up to 25,000 dis-

placed persons and vulnerable people for a period of three 

months in Bujumbura capital city, Bujumbura rural, 

Makamba, Cibitoke and Kirundo Provinces.  

 

  

 

In numbers  

> 131,000 displaced across borders 

> 2,000 new arrivals weekly to neighboring       

countries 

USD 63 million needed for 6 months to meet 

needs of existing operations that are responding 

to the Burundi crisis. 

Highlights 

 WFP urgently requires USD 63 million for the next 

six months to meet the needs of existing opera-

tions that are responding to the Burundi crisis.  

 In Burundi, a recent inter-agency assessment     

recommended immediate food assistance for 

100,000 people in Kirundo, Makamba Provinces 

and Bujumbura.  

 There has been a dramatic increase in the number 

of Burundians crossing into Rwanda, Tanzania and 

Uganda in recent days with indications that the 

cross-border population movement is likely to  

increase. More than 6,000 new arrivals have 

crossed into Tanzania in the last 3 days. In      

addition, more than 600 people are crossing each 

day into Rwanda and a further 150—200 into 

Uganda.  

 In view of the increase in the number of refugees, 

UNHCR has revised the projected number of new 

arrivals for Tanzania from 70,000 to 150,000 new 

arrivals.  

 

Resourcing 

 6-month  

Shortfall 

USD 

6-month  

Shortfall  

% 

Burundi PRRO  5 million 38% 

DRC PRRO 20 million 17% 

Rwanda PRRO 13 million 84% 

Tanzania PRRO 7 million 36% 

Uganda PRRO 18 million 46% 

                                           Photo:  WFP/Tala Loubieh 
  New arrivals receiving hot meals upon arrival in Tanzania 
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Regional Update 
Democratic Republic of Congo. As of 25 June, 

more than 10,500 refugees from Burundi had arrived 

in the DRC since the beginning of April. Relocation of 

newly arrived refugees to Lusenda camp is ongoing. 

So far, more than 3,700 refugees have been relocat-

ed to the new camp. WFP continues  to provide dry 

rations to households hosting newly arrived refugees 

and those settled in the camps, and high energy bis-

cuits to new arrivals at border crossings and transit 

centers.  Through an IR-EMOP, WFP is providing food 

assistance for up to 20,000 Burundian refugees for a 

period of three months.  

The “most likely” scenario in the Burundi Regional       

Refugee Response Plan projects the arrival of 30,000  

refugees into the DRC.  

Rwanda. As of 25 June, more than 45,000 people 

from Burundi had arrived in Rwanda. This is expected 

to have increased significantly over the weekend. 

WFP continues to provide food assistance to all newly 

arriving refugees at the reception centers and at the 

Mahama camp. In addition to provision of high     

energy biscuits, hot meals and monthly dry rations to 

the new arrivals, WFP is supporting nutrition inter-

ventions at the reception centers and Mahama camp. 

All moderately malnourished children are immediate-

ly enrolled in treatment programmes. To further 

strengthen the response, WFP is implementing     

blanket supplementary feeding for children aged 6-59 

months, pregnant and breast-feeding women. The 

operation is also providing assistance to refugees 

from the DRC.   

The “most likely” scenario in the Burundi Regional      

Refugee Response Plan projects the arrival of 

100,000 refugees.   

Tanzania. As of 29 June, over 66,000 refugees from 

Burundi had crossed the border into Tanzania since 

the beginning of April. Delays in the arrival of Super-

Cereal with sugar have resulted in substitution with 

dates in the general food distributions. This will allow 

WFP to prioritize targeted supplementary feeding 

programmes for moderately malnourished children 

aged 6-59 months, pregnant and breastfeeding  

women. WFP continues to provide hot meals at re-

ception centers and new arrivals awaiting registration 

and monthly rations to those who have settled at the 

Nyarugusu camp. The operation is also providing  

assistance to refugees from the DRC.   

The “most likely” scenario in the Burundi Regional      

Refugee Response Plan has been revised upwards 

from 70,000 to 150,000 new refugees.   

Uganda. As of 25 June, nearly 9,000 people from 

Burundi had arrived in Uganda. The new arrivals are 

making their way into Uganda through Kisoro District 

at the Uganda-Tanzania border. WFP is providing 

three hot meals a day at the Juru and Kabazana   

reception centers and monthly dry rations to those 

who have been settled. The resource situation is  

critical with a pipeline break in September, if new 

funding is not secured soon. The operation is also 

providing  assistance to refugees from the DRC and 

newly arrived refugees from South  Sudan.   

The “most likely” scenario in the Uganda inter-agency 

contingency plan projects that 15,000 new refugees 

from Burundi will have arrived by the end of the 

year.  

Contacts  
 

Burundi, Rwanda & Uganda 

Jesse Wood, Regional Donor Relations Officer,  

Regional Bureau Nairobi 

email: jesse.wood@wfp.org 

 

Challiss McDonough, Senior Regional Communications 

Officer,  

Regional Bureau Nairobi 

email: challiss.mcdonough@wfp.org 

 

DRC & Tanzania 

David Orr, Regional Communications Officer,  

Regional Bureau Johannesburg 

email: david.orr@wfp.org 

 

Jihan Jacobucci, Regional Resource Mobilization & 

Reporting Officer,  

Regional Bureau Johannesburg 

email: jihan.jacobucci@wfp.org 

 


