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Famine Early Warning Systems Network

East Africa

Burundi
Key Message Update

Expensive COVID-19 test fees limiting access
to cross-border opportunities for poor
households
July - September 2021 October 2021 - January 2022

IPC v3.0 Acute Food Insecurity Phase
1: Minimal

2: Stressed

3: Crisis

4: Emergency

5: Famine

Would likely be at least one phase worse without current or programmed humanitarian assistance

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect
the consensus of national food security partners.

https://fews.net/report-type/key-message-update
http://www.fews.net/IPC
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July 2021

Key Messages: 
Food stocks from above-average season 2021 B crop production, coupled with stable food
prices are supporting Minimal (IPC Phase 1) outcomes across most of Burundi. However,
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes are expected in the Eastern Lowlands livelihood zone through
January 2022. Stressed outcomes are driven by the sanitary ban on maize imports as well as
COVID-19 restrictions banning cross-border labor, cultivation, and trade opportunities in
Tanzania, resulting in localized below-average food supplies.

The Ministry of Health confirmed a resurgence of COVID-19 cases in recent months. The
presence of the Delta variant in Burundi was confirmed on 15 July. Kirundo province has been
most affected by the pandemic since mid-July with the greatest portion of new daily cases. The
increase in new cases is expected to delay the re-opening of the Tanzanian and Rwandan
borders, maintaining below-average income sources for poor and very poor households in the
Eastern and Northern livelihood zones relying on cross-border labor opportunities.

Driven by 2021 B Season crop harvests, staple food prices stabilized between May and June.
Food prices are trending near 2020 levels except for cassava which increased 23 percent since
last year due to cross border trade restrictions. While in line with 2020 prices, staple food prices
remain between 20 and 50 percent above average, though maize prices are around 10 percent
above average. Palm oil prices have been atypically increasing. June 2021 prices were 30 and
36 percent higher than June 2020 and the five years average, respectively. The increase is
driven by increased exports and the use of palm oil by the cosmetic industry. While consumers
are forced to pay a higher price, it is favorable for households cultivating and refining palm oil,
located in Imbo Plain and Congo Nile Ridge livelihood zones.

Since 2017, UNHCR has facilitated the return of around 165,000 returnees. Nearly half returned
after September 2020 and the numbers of returnees continues to increase thanks to relative
political stability.  Most of the returnees (79 percent) arrived from Tanzania and are mainly
hosted in the Eastern Lowlands livelihood zone. Upon arrival, returnees receive three months of
assistance. Thus, 48,000 returnees who came between May and July still have food assistance
stocks, driving None! (IPC Phase 1!) outcomes while, nearly 40,000 returnees who arrived
between December 2020 and April 2021, have already exhausted their 90 days of assistance
and are expected to face Stressed (IPC Phase 2) food outcomes in July.

Region Contact Information: 
Email: burundi@fews.net
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