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HUMANITARIAN 
FIGURES 

 
 

NEWS & HEADLINES 

- June: “There is no one who does not miss home”: 
Progressive Voice, a policy research and advocacy 
organization released a report on protracted 
displacement due to armed conflict in Burma. It is a 
collaborate effort by 15 ethnic civil society organisations 
working with displaced populations. It reiterated that 
“The underlying reason for displacement amongst the 
vast majority of interviewees was a systematic pattern of 
abuses and oppression that has accompanied the armed 
conflict and marginalisation raging in Burma for 
decades”. (Progressive Voice) 

- July 17th: The US imposed sanctions against 
Burma’s top general and three senior officers. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo said the sanctions were prompted 
in part by Commander-in-Chief Min Aung Hlaing’s 
decision to release, after just a few months, soldiers 
convicted of extra judicial killings at the village of Inn 
Din in 2017. (BBC) 

- July 25th: The Tom Lantos Human Rights 
Commission held a hearing on human rights and the use 
of sexual violence by the Burmese military against ethnic 
minorities in Burma. Rape crimes perpetrated by 
Burmese soldiers have been a hallmark of abuse in 
Burma’s civil wars against its ethnic groups. Women in 
the Chin, Karen, Kachin, Rakhine, Shan and more states 
have been heavily affected. (Human Rights Watch) 

 

642,000 
Estimated Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in 
Burma. Of these over 98,000 
are living in Kachin and 
northern Shan States; around 
140,000 in Rakhin State; and 
5,000 in Mandalay, according 
to The Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Center (IDMC) 

824,000 
Conflict-affected people are 
experiencing acute food 
insecurity and more than 
180,000 children and women 
require life-saving nutrition 
services, according to the US 
Agency for International 
Development  

106,000  
Estimated civilians remain in 
long-term displacement 
camps in Kachin and 
northern Shan States, many 
near areas of active conflict, 
according to the Human 
Rights Watch  
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CONTEXT 
Burma is a highly ethnically diverse country, consisting of 7 
states and headed by de facto leader State Counsellor Aung 
San Suu Kyi since free elections in 2015. Burma’s history of 
British colonization has had a detrimental effect on internal 
ethnic divisions, and following independence in 1948 
intercultural violence erupted between the national 
government army (Tatmadaw) and ethnic opposition 
armies. In the subsequent years, ethnic tensions remained 
and from 1962 to 2011 Burma was under the rule of a highly 
repressive military junta. 
Most of the population identifies as Buddhist (89%). 
Prevalent in the media is the Rohingya crisis, whereby 
roughly 900,000 Muslims have fled to Bangladesh since 
early 2017 following attacks by the Government of 
Myanmar military that claim they are dispelling terrorists, 
however there is mounting evidence to suggest that religion 
plays a significant role and has been deemed as ethnic 
cleansing. Less well documented are the plight of non-
Rohingya ethnic minorities from the Chin, Shan, Karen, 
and Karenni states, as well as the persecution of Christians, 
who make up 6.2% of the Burmese population. They claim 
they are being attacked by the junta (military) because of 
their faith.  

There are numerous ethnic armies operating in Burma and 
regular clashes with the Tatmadaw has displaced thousands 
of civilians over the decades succeeding the end of British 
rule, 71 years ago.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HARTS Partners 
in Burma 
 

Shan Women’s Action 
Network: Burma, 
Thailand, and the Thai-
Burma Border 
SWAN coordinates a number 
of programmes relating to 
health education and women’s 
empowerment, as well as 
conducting advocacy HART is 
the main donor for SWAN’s 
Maternal Health Programme, 
which aims to reduce maternal, 
infant and child mortality rates 
in rural ares of Shan State and 
amongst displaced populations 
in Thailand.  

Loi Tai Leng School: 
Thai- Burma Border 
Half of the children who 
attend Loi Tai Leng School 
board either because they have 
been orphaned or abandoned 
during ethnic conflict, or 
because they live in remote 
areas far from school and the 
journey is too far/ dangerous to 
do every day. HART funds the 
school to help protect its 
children’s right to education.  

Health and Hope: Chin 
State 
Lead by the remarkable Dr, 
Sasa, the first and only 
qualified medical doctor in the 
state, Health and Hope is one 
of the only centres for 
healthcare available in Chin 
State. HART facilitates 
funding to train community 
health workers working in 
remote communities.  

 

Map of Burma 
Administrative 
Divisions 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS re. HART’s 
WORK  

With the attention of both global media and international 
aid organisations focused on the Rohingya crisis, HART has 
been a steadfast supporter of local partners aid Shan, Karen, 
Karenni, and Chin populations in crisis.  

HART continues to support Loi Tai Leng School by 
fasciltating a dam, farm, and agricultural projects for the 
school’s students.  

PHOTOS FROM HART’s 2019 VISIT TO 
SHAN STATE BURMA  

Dr Sasa from Health and Hope 
and Vardan Tadevosyan from The 
Lady Cox Rehabilitation Centre in 
Nagorno-Karabakh at the SWAN 
Strategic Planning and Annual 
Meeting.  

 

The HART family, led by Baroness 
Cox, joins the SWAN Health and 
Education team, led by Ying Charm 
Hom for a photo to celebrate their 
work.  

Baroness Cox poses with a young 
girl at the Ayemyitta 
Rehabilition Centre in Yangon, 
the capital of Burma.  

 

RECOMMENDED FURTHER READING 
Report from HART’s 2019 Visit to the Shan State of Burma: 
https://www.hart-uk.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/04/BurmaVisit-Report-2019-1.pdf 

“There is No One Who Does Not Miss Home”, a Report on 
Protracted Displacement Due to Armed Conflict in Burma by 
the Progressive Voice organisation: 
https://progressivevoicemyanmar.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
2019/06/There-Is-No-One-Who-Does-Not-Miss- 
Home_English_Web.pdf 

 

 

Doh Say: Karenni State 
Doh Say and his mobile 
medical teams risk their lives 
to regularly cross the border 
from Thailand into Burma, 
taking life-saving medicine 
with them. In doing so, they 
are able to provide basic 
healthcare to Karen and 
Karenni peoples in areas of 
Burma that are experiencing 
on-going conflict.  

 

Shan State Mountains in 
Burma, referred to often as 
“The Shan Hills”  

 

 

 

At a time when conflicts like 
those in HART’s locations 
(Burma, Nagorno-Karabakh, 
Nigeria, South Sudan, Sudan, 
Syria, Timor-Leste, Uganda) 
lie under the radar of 
mainstream news outlets, we 
think it is vital to understand 
as much as we can about each 
nation and what is happening 
there. 

To download more country 
briefings from other areas 
where HART operates, please 
visit the website:  
https://www.hart-uk.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

 


