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As usual, households are buying their grain supplies on local markets  
 

• Aid requirements for livelihood protection and against 

chronic food insecurity are expected to be below-

average and to involve only a minority of poor 

households in livelihood zones 4, 5, 7, and 8. 

 

• Markets are still well-stocked, with large trader 

inventories. Cowpeas are becoming increasingly scarce 

on markets in potential problem areas. Average prices 

have been stable since last month and are slightly lower 

than last year. 

 

Updated food security outlook through 

September 2011 
 

Most households across the country are not experiencing 

acute food insecurity thanks to large harvests of rainy season 

and off-season crops topping the five-year average. The grain 

reserves of very poor and poor households are slightly 

smaller than in an average year due to the earmarking of part 

of these reserves for funeral celebrations, a common expense 

in a so-called « good » year. These reserves are steadily 

dwindling as the beginning of the lean season draws near.  

 

Potential problem areas in the Sahel are still in Phase 2 

(stressed) of the IPC acute food insecurity phase scale after 

last year’s losses of livestock during the dry season and 

flooding problems during the rainy season. The decline in 

remittances to households in livelihood zone 4 (West cereals 

and remittances) largely dependent on this source of income 

with the fighting in Côte d’Ivoire early this year weakened 

household purchasing power, creating atypical pockets of 

acute food insecurity. The flow of emergency aid to flood-

stricken households from the government and its partners 

ended sometime between January and April, and grain sales 

from the national intervention stock (SNI) are not scheduled to begin until the end of June or the beginning of July. 

Households in these areas are currently relying on the market for their food supplies, which are purchased with income 

from gainful employment in market gardening, craft-making, and gold washing activities, and, in certain cases, from 

livestock-raising. The current seasonal decline in this flow of income with the need for working household members to 

devote all their time to preparing their fields for the planting of crops in anticipation of the beginning of the winter growing 

season is unfortunate. Normally, this population group is able to take advantage of the credit extended by traders, 

particularly between June and August. However, this year, with the looting of trader inventories in Ouagadougou and Bobo 

Dioulasso, traders are facing higher operating costs, limiting the availability of credit for at-risk households. The usual rise in 

coarse grain prices beginning in February, though small (one to six percent),  

Figure 1. Current food security outcomes, June 2011 

 
For more information on the IPC Acute Food Insecurity Reference 
Table, please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 
 

Figure 2. Most likely food security outcomes for July-
September 2011 
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extended into the month of May. Current price levels are near 

or below last year’s figures.  Terms of trade for livestock/grain 

are still favorable to pastoralists, with a whole Sahelian goat in 

good condition trading for the equivalent of at least 187 kg of 

millet.  

 

The implementation of recent government measures taken in 

response to the social crises arising as of March of this year 

included the payment of subsidies to traders across the 

country for existing inventories, which has succeeded in 

bringing down the price of imported rice, cooking oil, and 

sugar. Imported rice is an especially important part of the diet 

of poor urban households. Though not currently advocated by 

the government, the fixing of the price of locally grown rice 

below that of imported rice will be ineffective without the 

payment of a subsidy to traders. Rice inventories and 

importing power are more than sufficient to meet domestic 

needs. As usual, the national food security reserve 

management agency (SONAGESS) will set up a subsidized 

marketing program for corn, cornmeal, couscous, beans, 

millet, and sorghum in potential food-insecure areas identified 

by the national early warning system (SAP) in May for the 

period between July and September. 

 

Pasturelands and watering holes in livestock-raising areas are 

in fair condition, and the rainfall outlook is promising. The lean season for pastoralists has been underway since last month 

in livelihood zone 8 (North transhumant pastoralism and millet), where the cost of agro-industrial byproducts used as 

animal feed supplements was up sharply as of the beginning of June to 9,500 XOF/50 kg, compared with their normal price 

of 7,500 XOF/50 kg. This livelihood zone includes 10 rural municipalities currently in phase 2 (stressed) of the IPC 

household-based acute food insecurity phase scale, which will remain at this food insecurity level until the end of the lean 

season in September. The food needs of very poor and poor households will be met in part by grain sales at government-

subsidized prices. The return of transhumant animal herds from seasonal grazing lands should improve milk availability. 

 

With rainfall forecasts calling for normal, heavily tending towards excessive rainfall, flood-stricken households in livelihood 

zone 7 (North and East livestock and cereals) during the last growing season which have still not completely rebuilt their 

livelihoods are fixated on the prospect of more flooding. More than 12 rural municipalities in this livelihood zone will be in 

IPC phase 2 (stressed) by July. With the bursting of dams and dikes by last year’s floods, which have still not been repaired, 

certain parts of this livelihood zone will be isolated by the first heavy rainfall, making it all the more difficult to get grain 

supplies into these areas. The result will be higher prices and the earlier than usual implementation of coping strategies. 

 

Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 
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Figure 3. Livelihood zone map  
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