
BURKINA FASO

Living in the open: a shelter crisis
URGENT CALL TO PROVIDE SHELTERS TO THE DISPLACED

PRESSING NEEDS OF UNPARALLELED SCALE AND SCOPE
Armed violence and insecurity have sharply 
risen in many areas of Burkina Faso, propelling 
humanitarian needs to unprecedented levels. 
Around 1.2 million people now require relief 
assistance to survive. But insecurity and attacks 
persist, increasing population displacement and 
needs.

Since the start of 2019, the number of people 
forced from their homes has tripled, now 
reaching 170,000. Humanitarian organizations 
and the authorities have stepped up response. 

However, the scale of the emergency has 
outstripped resources, and as armed groups 
extend their reach, humanitarian access is getting 
complicated. 

The displaced have sought refuge in other villages 
and localities, grappling with abject deprivation 
having fled with little or nothing following 
attacks. Many families are sleeping in the open 
due to lack of shelter, with children especially 
exposed to risks of infection.
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CRITICAL MONTHS AHEAD
Violent armed raids and insecurity in Burkina 
Faso’s Est, Centre-Nord, Nord and Sahel regions 
continue to uproot people from their homes. 
Over 360 violent attacks have been recorded 
since 2018 – more than one attack every day. The 
number of internally displaced people is likely to 
surpass 200,000 in the coming months.

Only three per cent of those forced from their 
homes are now in displacement sites. Shelter 
supplies have been fast depleted. Villages and 
towns hosting large numbers of displaced people 
are also among the most deprived, afflicted by 
extreme poverty and a lack of resources. Most 
of the displaced are surviving in dire conditions, 
thronged on bare lands under harsh weather.
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RUNNING OUT OF TIME
Burkina Faso is prone to natural disasters. Every 
year over 30,000 people are affected by floods, 
which also spark displacements. With all shelter 
supplies already exhausted, aid actors fear many 
will face double devastation. The authorities 
and humanitarian organizations may not be able 
to address the additional emergency needs that 
will arise. The plight of thousands of vulnerable 
people – particularly children and pregnant 
women – could seriously worsen.

With the lean season approaching – meaning 
food scarcity, increasing severe malnutrition 
and outbreaks of epidemics – tens of thousands 

of people also risk sliding deeper into extreme 
hardship.

Without immediate scaled-up assistance, the 
months ahead could be disastrous to many crisis-
affected people.

Acting now will ensure critical relief is delivered 
in time to the thousands of displaced families 
struggling to survive harsh living conditions 
without a roof over their head. Joining forces, 
and with adequate resources, we can avoid the 
worst.
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