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August – September 2015 

 Acute malnutrition exceeds 

the emergency threshold in 

Timbuktu region. 

 Incidents limiting 

humanitarian access in Mali 

increased threefold in 2015 

compared to 2014. 

 Floods affected 14 600 

people this year in Mali. 

 Response to the poliomyelitis 

case recorded in Bamako. 

 

 

# IDPs 
(IOM – DNDS, 17 
September  2015) 

61,920 

# Malian 
Refugees 
In neighboring 
countries 
(UNHCR, 31 August 
2015) 

 136, 772 

People affected 
by food 
insecurity 
(Harmonized Framework 

June – August 2015)

3.1 millions

Acutely 
malnourished 
children (6- 59 
months)  
(SMART survey 2015)   

 709,000

$377 millions  
Requested (SRP 2015)

36%  
Funded  

Challenges for 2015 – 2016 school year  
 
This year, children are going back to school in a context marked by the recent signature 
of the peace accord in Mali and the will of the Ministry of National Education and its 
partners to put into application this accord, in particular its third annex, which includes 
temporary urgent measures, prioritizing education and vocational training. 
In terms of immediate actions, the 
organization of back to school 2015 in the 
regions of Gao, Timbuktu, and Kidal, where 
countless schools have been closed since 
2012, requires infrastructure rehabilitation 
in addition to the return and recruitment of 
teachers. In this respect, the Ministry of 
National Education with the support of 
UNICEF organized a back to school 
workshop on 16 and 17 September 2015, 
which took into account the specifics of the 
North, especially the issue of teachers and 
the need to adopt alternative learning 
programs. 

 

Credit : OCHA/D.Dembélé  
Timbuktu, Mali (February 2015) – Children 
attending class in a recreational space due to 
the lack of infrastructures.  

At the end of the 2014-2015 school year, several challenges remained, which will have 
an impact on the beginning of this new school year on 1 October: 
 

 454 schools in at least 60 communes of Gao, Kidal, Mopti, Segou, and Timbuktu 

regions did not operate normally – some were closed since the beginning of the crisis 

in 2012, while others closed because of the deterioration of the security situation in 

2015 (e.g. Nampala and Tenenkou); 

 In Kidal region, school district officials were absent and no schools were officially 

open during the 2014-2015 school year; 

 In conflict-affected areas, even if teachers were present, they were not teaching due 

to the fear of being targeted, as civil servants. 

 There is currently a deficit of at least 591 teachers in the three regions of the North in 

comparison with the pre-crisis figures.  

To overcome these challenges, the Ministry of National Education, along with its 
education partners and donors, are coordinating their action through a back to school 
campaign for the 2015-2016 school year, targeting areas where schools have not been 
open. 
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In Kidal region, the sensitization efforts of the local members of the Education Cluster are 
already bearing fruit: two schools that were occupied by armed groups in the Tessalit 
school district have been vacated (to date, five schools are still occupied by armed 
groups in the North of the country). The Cluster reports that at least four schools 
reopened on 2 October, with nearly fifty children; schools are set to officially reopen in 
Kidal region October 26.  

 
Nutritional emergency in Timbuktu region  
 
The region of Timbuktu is in a state of nutritional crisis. Despite the scale of the 
humanitarian response deployed since the beginning of the conflict in the north, 
malnutrition in this region has worsened between 2014 and 2015, according to the 
SMART survey. During this period, the prevalence of global acute malnutrition (GAM) in 
the region increased from 14.8 to 17.5 per cent (which is beyond the emergency 
threshold of 15 per cent). More than 51,000 children aged 6 to 59 months suffer from 
acute malnutrition in the region, which means that their mortality risk is 3 to 9 times higher 
than normal.  
The Nutrition Cluster considers that the observed trend is partly due to the unstable 
security situation that has prevailed in the region since the beginning of the year, which 
has led to significant population movements and has hampered efforts to curb 
malnutrition. In the districts (“cercle”) of Diré, Goundam and Gourma Rarhous, insecurity 

has reduced people’s access to aid, 
resulting in increased vulnerability. The 
Cluster highlights that only 13 of the 30 
health districts of Timbuktu region have 
operational health centres with nutrition 
interventions – a situation that is mainly 
due to the prevailing insecurity. 
Furthermore, the Nutrition Cluster 
highlights that the approach based on 
sedentary practices has some limitations 
because of the nomadic habits of 
populations.  
To address this emergency, the Cluster 

and its partners intend to strengthen their coordination efforts and advocate obtaining 
additional resources to meet the needs. Recommended measures include preventive 
blanket feeding targeting at-risk populations, a community mobilization strategy to foster 
best practices in infant and young child feeding, strengthening screening and referral, in 
particular through community mobilizers, as well as the extension of the scope of nutrition 
interventions to health areas that are not currently operational.  

Increase of incidents limiting humanitarian access  
 
In August and September, OCHA recorded nine security incidents limiting humanitarian 
access in Mopti, Timbuktu and Gao regions; 78 per cent of these “access constraints” 
were related to violence against humanitarian personnel, goods or infrastructures. 

In the Timbuktu region, 

more than 51, 000 

children face a mortality 

risk that is 3 to 9 times 

higher due to acute 

malnutrition. 

 
Malnutrition trends in the Timbuktu region from 

2013 to 2015 
(Source: SMART survey) 

The number of incidents 

limiting humanitarian 

access in Mali increased 

threefold in 2015 

compared to 2014 figures 
These access constraints often led to 
interruptions or delays in the implementation of 
activities. In particular, movements of 
humanitarian goods and personnel have 
increasingly been restricted in the Timbuktu 
region (Commune of Salam), resulting in a 
discontinued access to health care for 
populations living in this area.  
According to data gathered by OCHA, the 
number of humanitarian access constraints 
recorded this year in Mali is three times higher 
than the whole 2014 year figures. 

 
Access constraints trends  

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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This observed trend is mainly due to the deterioration of the security situation. 
Given this challenge, the use of humanitarian flights is essential to access isolated or 
insecure areas. The recent rehabilitation of the Ménaka runway (Gao region) by 
humanitarian partners in early September made it possible to maintain the humanitarian 
services of ECHO Flight and to resume UNHAS operations in the area. Rehabilitating the 
Kidal runway – closed since the beginning of January 2015 – as well as the Ansongo 
runway (Gao region) remain priorities for humanitarian actors working in these areas.  
 

  
Credit: ACTED  

Ménaka, Mali (Septembre 2015) – Menaka runway before and after its rehabilitation 

 
 
 

Thousands of people affected by floods  
 
Four people died and 14,600 others were affected by the floods recorded in July-August 
2015 in the country. More than 1,200 houses were destroyed and 600 others were 
damaged.  
 

 
 

Communes where flooding was recorded  

 
Mopti and Gao regions (District of Menaka) were the most affected. In support to 
authorities’ efforts, humanitarian actors assisted thousands of flood-victims through the 

This year floods have 

affected 14,600 

people in Mali. 

Before                                          After                                          

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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distribution of food aid, non-food items (mats, utensils, blankets, mosquito nets etc.) and 
hygiene and water purification products.  
 
However several needs remain unmet due to insufficient resources, in particular with 
regard to shelter, food aid, hygiene and sanitation. Besides, the flooding of cultivated 
lands resulted in the loss of crops and livelihoods for several households, thus increasing 
their vulnerability.  
 
The flooding also affected nearly fifty schools in Gao, Koulikoro, Mopti, Ségou and 
Timbuktu regions. Approximately half of these schools were flooded or damaged, while 
the other half are used to shelter flood victims. The Education Cluster and its partners are 
currently finalizing guidelines on “schools used as shelter”, to help find solutions with local 
authorities for the resumption of classes.  

 
 

Number of schools flooded/damaged per region and per commune  

 

An action plan to address internal displacement in Mali 

To date, around 60,000 people remain internally displaced in Mali, (DTM report of the 
National Directorate of Social Development, September 2015) and there are more than 
135,000 Malian refugees in neighbouring countries (UNHCR, August 2015). Since the 
beginning of the crisis, the Government registered approximately 450,000 returnees (ex-
internally displaced persons) and 40,000 refugees who returned home - IOM supported 
the registration of returnees and UNHCR supported the registration of returning refugees. 
These figures do not take into account host communities and the vulnerable persons who 
did not flee the conflict.   
 
In this context, UNHCR, in accordance with its protection mandate, supports the Malian 
Government’s efforts in the implementation of the African Union Convention for the 
Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (the Kampala 
Convention)1. At the national level this convention will help Mali better address 
population displacement issues through capacity building for improved prevention. In this 
respect, UNHCR proposed an action plan to its partners2 that includes the effective 
support of key actors involved in the protection and assistance to displaced persons.  

 
This plan aims to develop a national legal instrument on internal displacement to better 
protect Mali’s internally displaced persons. Thus, it includes advocacy activities and a 
strategic partnership with the African Union, through awareness raising and training 

                                                      
 
1 Mali ratified the Kampala Convention in 2012  
2 Government, Congress, humanitarian organizations, civil society, African Union  

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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activities for representatives of national authorities, members of Parliament and other 
relevant partners to be carried out before the end of this year. A technical committee was 
also set up to support the domestication of the convention at the national level. Another 
priority action of the plan is to support partners and donors for better coordination to 
ensure a global response that is adapted to the specific context of Mali.  

 

Response to poliomyelitis  

Mali strengthened its epidemiologic surveillance of poliomyelitis after a case was reported 
in Bamako on 7 September 2015. The concerned case – a 19-month aged Guinean child 
– was infected in Guinea before travelling to Mali and being admitted to a health facility in 
Bamako. 
 
Once the alert was given, health authorities, with WHO’s support, immediately launched a 
vaccination campaign against poliomyelitis, primarily targeting areas located near the 
Guinea border  (area of Kankan), as well as Bamako. Between 28 September and 1st 
October, more than two million children aged 0 to 59 months were vaccinated in Kayes, 
Koulikoro and Sikasso regions and the district of Bamako. Another vaccination campaign 
to cover all health districts of the country is planned for the period of 16 to 19 October 
2015 as part of the response and prevention strategy.  
 
The latest case of wild poliovirus reported in Mali dates back to 2011 in the Timbuktu 
region. Poliomyelitis is a highly devastating and contagious disease, which mainly affects 
young children living in areas with poor hygiene and sanitation conditions. The disease 
was eradicated in nearly all countries in the world. The Health Cluster considers that this 
reappearance of the virus in Guinea may be linked to the consequences of the Ebola 
epidemic, which seriously affected the country health system, and disrupted its 
vaccination programs.  

 

Verification of a locust alert 

A mission of the National Centre to Fight Locusts (CNLCP), supervised by FAO, travelled 
to the Kidal region on 2 October after the potential presence of locusts was signalled. The 
aim is to follow-up an alert issued on 21 September 2015 regarding the potential 
presence of hopper bands of this devastating insect in some localities of the district 
(“Cercle”) of Tin Essako. Given the prevailing insecurity in the north, it was not possible to 
verify the alert immediately.  

Portrait of a local organization  

The local NGO ASDN: "Building a society of united and active men 
and women"  
 
The Association for Solidarity and Development in the North (ASDN) is a non-profit 
organization which was created in 1995 in Ménaka (Gao region). According to its 
Program Manager, the vision of the association is "to build a society of united and active 
men and women". The aim of the association is to contribute to enhancing the living 
conditions of populations. Its interventions focus on reinforcing solidarity and improving 
natural resources management to help communities take ownership of their own 
development.  
 
For the period 2014 - 2018, ASDN mainly dedicates its efforts in a project intended to 
facilitate the socio-economic reconstruction and reintegration of refugees, as well as 
prevent new violent conflicts on the North-East border of Mali with Niger.  
 

More than 2 

million children 

vaccinated 

against polio in 

the regions of 

Kayes, Koulikoro, 

Sikasso and the 

district of 

Bamako. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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The NGO implements activities to support the reconstruction of households’ traditional 
activities in agriculture and food security, livestock, fishing and handicrafts while 
contributing to the improvement of people’s access to basic social services (health, 
education, water, etc.). Environmental protection, promotion of innovative initiatives, 
governance and consolidation of peace and stabilization process are also taken into 
account.  
ASDN’s activities are mainly implemented in Ménaka, Gao and Kidal, in areas that are 
difficult to access as a result of the conflict in the north of the country. The projects of 
ASDN are funded by several national and international partners3.  

 
ASDN can be contacted by phone: (+223) 78 88 67 76 / 70 44 52 22 or by e-mail: 
agassaridmohamed@ymail.com   
 

In Brief  

Humanitarian Response Plan 2016 

Nearly 75 humanitarian actors from 
national and international NGOs, United 
Nations agencies, civil society, State 
public services and donors took part in a 
workshop on 30 September and 1 
October in Bamako, to prepare Mali’s 
strategic Humanitarian Response Plan 
for 2016. 
In addition to presenting the evaluation of 
existing humanitarian needs, the 
workshop was an opportunity to discuss 
cross-cutting and inter-sectorial issues to 
take into account in the response. The 
transition from humanitarian interventions 
to development-focused interventions 
was also discussed. The funding appeal 
to support Mali’s 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan will be launched in 
December 2015. 

 
 

Credit: OCHA/D. Boundy Bamako, Mali 
(September 30 2015) – presidium during the 
humanitarian response workshop.   
 

3 million people reached by the World Humanitarian Day campaign in Mali 

On 19 August, hundreds of people took part in the celebration of the World Humanitarian 
Day in Mali, under the theme "Inspiring the world humanity!" In Bamako, a public film 
screening followed by a debate on humanitarian aid generated significant press coverage 
and ignited the interest of university students. In the city of Timbuktu a caravan of 
humanitarian actors gathered a crowd of a few hundred spectators, while in the city of 
Gao, hundreds of people took part in an official ceremony and the discussions that 
followed.  
An extensive media campaign was also organized to highlight this year’s theme and the 
actions of humanitarian organisations in Mali. In addition, more than 3 million mobile 
phone subscribers received an awareness raising text message on the Day thanks to the 
support of the Orange Foundation.  

 

 

                                                      
 
3
SNV, USMAID, AMM, ADRA Mali, Local authorities of Mali, WFP, Swiss cooperation, SNV, PADH, 

etc. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
mailto:agassaridmohamed@ymail.com
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For additional information, please contact: 
Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, kollies@un.org 

Anouk Desgroseilliers, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 57 61 
Lazare Ndiaye, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali ndiaye17@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 55 73  

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: 
www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 

Follow us: @OCHA_Mali or  www.facebook.com/ochamali.net 
 

Involving religious leaders to promote behavior change  

Religious leaders play a key role in the education of communities in Mali, where more 
than 90 per cent of the people are Muslims. That is why the NGO World Vision and its 
partners provided training to more than 150 religious leaders as part of the Ebola disease 
prevention efforts. Despite the end of the Ebola epidemic in Mali, vigilance is still required 
as long as the disease persists in the sub-region.  
 

36% of funds mobilized  

As of 5 October, the appeal for funds for the 2015 Humanitarian Response Plan in Mali 
has mobilized US$ 135 million - i.e. 36 per cent of the funding requirements – according 
to data reported to OCHA’s financial tracking system (FTS).  

This low level of funding undermines the implementation of the 2015 humanitarian 
response plan. 
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