
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 First confirmed case of 

Ebola virus disease in Mali  

 Average prevalence of 

global acute malnutrition 

reaches 13.3 percent  

 National Food security 

survey : 24 per cent of 

households affected by 

food insecurity  

 

KEY FIGURES 

# IDPs  

(Commission on 

Population 

Movements, 30 Sep.) 

99, 816 

# Refugees in 
Mali (UNHCR 31 

August) 

14, 541 

# Malian 
refugees ( UNHCR 

30 Sep) 

143, 253 

Severely food 
insecure people 
(Source : March 2014 
Harmonized 
Framework) 

1,900,000 

# Number of 
children 
between 6 and 
59 months at 
risk of acute 
malnutrition (SRP 

2014): 

496, 000 

FUNDING 

$481 million  
Funding requested through  
the Revised Strategic 
Response Plan 2014 

 

$228 million 
Received as of 28 October 

 

1st reported case of Ebola in Mali: 
strengthened measures to respond to the 
epidemic 
 
On 23 October, the Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene confirmed the first Ebola case 
in Mali; a two-year old girl who had travelled with her grandmother from Guinea 
(Kissidougou) to Kayes city (Western Mali), transiting through Bamako. She had been 
hospitalized in Kayes where she died on 24 October.   
 
In response to this Ebola outbreak, the Government, with the support of WHO and  
partners (NGOs and other UN agencies), have strengthened prevention measures while 
the Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene and its partners immediately put under 
observation around forty people who had direct contact with the girl in Bamako and 
Kayes, while the tracking of other contacts continued.  
 
Experts from WHO regional office and headquarters, supported by the National Public 
Health Institute of Quebec (INSRPQ), USAID and CDC

1
,  who were on a Ebola 

preparedness mission in Mali at the time, are supporting the response and the 
implementation of the National Ebola Emergency Plan.  
 
More information on the current response in Mali is available on the Ministry of Health 
and Public Hygiene website: http://www.sante.gov.ml/index.php  
 
WHO Reports on the Ebola situation in West Africa are available at: 
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/ebola/situation-reports/en/ 
 

The nutritional situation in Mali remains a 
concern  
 
Approximately one in eight children in Mali is affected by Global Acute Malnutrition 
(GAM), according to the « SMART»

 2
 nutritional survey results conducted in July 2014.  

 

                                                      
 
1
 Center for Disease Control 

2
 Nutritional Anthropometric and Mortality Survey Final Report, Mali, INSTAT, DNS/DN, UNICEF, 

PAM, FAO, OMS, 2014. (SMART = Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and 
Transitions)   
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PREVALENCE OF GLOBAL ACUTE MALNUTRITION BY REGION  
(Source: SMART 2014) 

Result analysis shows that the 
average GAM rate for the seven 
regions covered by the survey is 
13.3 per cent, which corresponds to 
a ‘serious’ situation according to 
WHO classification.  The survey was 
conducted in all the regions of Mali, 
except Gao and Kidal due to 
insecurity.  
 
Since 2011, the SMART survey has 
been conducted every year in Mali 
to assess the nutritional status of 
children (between 0 to 59 months) 
and women (between 15 to 49 
years), and provide better support to 
those affected. Trends show that the 
overall situation has not improved in 
the last four years. Indeed, despite 

efforts of partners and the increase in the number of cases treated in nutrition structures 
(URENI, URENAS, URENAM)

3
, from 131, 471 cases in 2011 to 373, 000 in 2013, the 

nutritional status of children under five remains an urgent issue.  
 
The Global Acute Malnutrition rate (i), chronic malnutrition (ii) and the amount of 
underweight children (iii), is either stable or rising.  
 
Evolution of GAM rate between 2011 and 2014

4
  

(Source: SMART 2014) 
 

 
 
Efforts must continue at all levels in order to prevent, detect and treat acute malnutrition 
cases while strengthening interventions on structural factors that are root causes of the 
disease.  
 

                                                      
 
3
 URENI = Unité de Réhabilitation Nutritionnelle Intensive, URENAM = Unité de Récupération et 

d’Education Nutritionnelle Ambulatoire Modérée, URENAS = Unité de Récupération et d’Education 
Nutritionnelle Ambulatoire Sévère 
4
 The 2011 SMART covered 9 regions in Mali ; the 2012 and 2013 SMART surveys covered only 6 

southern regions and Gao was covered by a seperate survey ; the 2014 SMART  covered 7 regions 
(Kidal and Gao were not covered) 
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In 2014, 496,000 cases of children (6 to 59 months) living with acute malnutrition were 
nationally expected. In their Strategic Response Plan, humanitarian actors planned to 
treat 360,000 of these cases. Since the beginning of the year, 238,024 malnourished 
children have been assisted under this plan.  
 
2014 SMART survey preliminary results are available at: 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rapport_pre%CC%81liminaire_SMA
RT_2014.pdf  
The Strategic Response Plan of humanitarian actors in Mali for 2014 is available at:  
http://www.unocha.org/cap/appeals/revision-du-plan-de-r%C3%A9ponse-
strat%C3%A9gique-pour-le-mali-2014-2016-ao%C3%BBt-2014  

Food Security: humanitarian aid allows 
stabilization  
 

Preliminary results from the National Food Security and Nutrition Survey (ENSAN Mali 
2014)

5
 show that overall, household food security improved since last year – especially in 

the northern areas of the country where important actions were conducted and supported 
by the government, WFP and several humanitarian actors working on food security.  
However, the 2014 survey was conducted in September, at the end of the lean season, 
while last year the survey was conducted in the midst of the lean season, when seasonal 
factors probably contributed to the noted improvements. 
 
According to preliminary results, nearly a quarter 
(24.4%) of households are food insecure 
nationwide with the vast majority moderately 
food insecure (20.3%). However, substantial 
variations between the different regions and 
circles of the country provide an opportunity to 
identify priority areas for future action. The 
survey also revealed a decrease in severe food 
insecurity in the country over the last decade 
combined with a steady progression of moderate 
food insecurity.  
 
In all, over 8,300

6
 households were interviewed 

in the 49 circles of Mali, including returnee 
households in the regions of Gao and Timbuktu. 
Insecurity has however prevented the collection 
of data in some areas of the north - especially in 
the circles of Timbuktu and Goundam Niafounké. 
The rainy season and bad road conditions have 
also affected the implementation of the survey in 
the circle of Bafoulabé (Kayes).  
Since March 2014, the Government and all food 
security partners assisted 3.3 million

7
 people with different types of activities such as free 

food distributions, free animal feed and veterinary care, free or subsidized seeds and 
agricultural inputs, etc.  1.5 million people most affected by food insecurity benefited from 
food distributions mainly  implemented under the National Response Plan (PNR) and 
coordinated by the Office of Food Safety (CSA), WFP and other humanitarian partners.  

                                                      
 
5
 ENSAN survey was conducted by the following partners ;  SAP, WFP, FAO, Food security cluster, 

Fews Net 
6
 Characteristics of the surveyed households: resident households (95.9%), displaced households 

(1.9%) and returnee households (1.2%) mainly in Gao and Timbuktu.  
7
    This figure represents all the people assisted by all food security actors, including those working 

outside Mali Strategic Humanitarian Response Plan 2014 - 2016  

Manaco (Mopti), August 2014: Fanta 
proudly shows us the okras she harvested 
with the help of FAO which provided input 
and expertise in the framework of its 
gardening assistance operations in the 
region of Mopti. Credit: FAO / B. Geers   

 

Since the beginning 
of the year, the 
Government and its 
humanitarian 
partners provided 
food security 
assistance to more 
than 3 million people 
through various types 
of programs 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rapport_pre%CC%81liminaire_SMART_2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rapport_pre%CC%81liminaire_SMART_2014.pdf
http://www.unocha.org/cap/appeals/revision-du-plan-de-r%C3%A9ponse-strat%C3%A9gique-pour-le-mali-2014-2016-ao%C3%BBt-2014
http://www.unocha.org/cap/appeals/revision-du-plan-de-r%C3%A9ponse-strat%C3%A9gique-pour-le-mali-2014-2016-ao%C3%BBt-2014
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The preliminary results of the 2014 ENSAN are being further analyzed with a view to 
publish a final report containing a detailed description of the situation and 
recommendations. Data from this survey, which has fully associated state actors (CSA 
and -SAP- Early Warning System),  will be used during the workshop of the Common 
Analysis and Identification Framework of  vulnerable areas and people at risk of food 
insecurity and malnutrition.  The workshop will be held in held in Bamako during the week 
of 03 November.  
 

2014-2015 school year: Too many schools 
remain closed  
Preliminary data for the 2014-2015 school year in the north indicate a decrease in the 
number of functioning schools compared to the 2013-2014 school year. The situation is 
particularly worrying in the Menaka and Wabaria circles (Gao region) where only half of 
the schools are open. In Kidal, only three schools are open. The main reason is the lack 
of teachers due to insecurity in some areas of the north.  
 

Percentage of schools open 
(Source: Education Cluster) 

Région Percentage of schools open  
 in 2013-2014 

Percentage of schools 
open in 2014-2015 

Timbuktu 86% 80,5% 

Gao  72% 64% 

Kidal 11% (0% after May  2014) 4.4% 

 
  
These data could further evolve given that the school year just started.  They however 
have helped identify some of the main challenges. In Kidal, the Ministry of Education and 
partners are trying to find alternative solutions to enable children to enjoy their right to 
education.  
 
In 2013-2014, more than 174,000 
students were enrolled in school in the 
north of the country. During school 
holidays and since the first day of class 
on 7 October, Education Cluster partners 
have sustained their efforts to train 
teachers, strengthen school management 
committees and support school feeding 
programs

8
. In addition, work is underway 

to build over 430 permanent or semi-
permanent classrooms in Gao, Timbuktu, 
Menaka and Mopti.  
 
 
First Day of School under the theme 
"Stop Ebola"  
 
More than two million students across the country will benefit from awareness raising 
activities on the prevention of the Ebola virus as part of the Government’s efforts to fight 
the epidemic in West Africa. The Ministry of Education has produced awareness modules 
that are being printed and distributed to all schools across the country, with the support of 
Education Cluster partners. Visual material is also being produced for distribution in 
schools to strengthen prevention. 
 

                                                      
 
8
 Further data on the response by the education cluster is available on p.7 of this bulletin 

Sevare (Mopti), April 2014: Abdoulaye Dolo 
teaches 6 and 7 graders at the  school in 
Saaremaa where  254 students are enrolled.  
There is only four  classrooms and six teachers. 
Credit: UNICEF Mali / Dicko  
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270 people trained in information management  
 
Since the beginning of 2014, the Information Management Unit of the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Mali has trained more than 270 people 
across the country, including about 40 staff of State technical services and 20 members 
of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in Mali.  
 
"Our goal is to strengthen national capacities in humanitarian database management 
which will allow the development of analysis and the production of maps. We share our 
experience with local actors so that they will be able to become autonomous", says Guido 
Pizzini, Head of the Information Management Unit of OCHA Mali.  
Beyond data management and analysis, OCHA also helped more than 200 people 
master basic digital mapping techniques using geographic information systems (GIS). 

 
OCHA’s training was particularly popular in the 
field, particularly in areas lacking technical 
personnel.  
 
"Two of my officers participated in the training 
provided by OCHA in Mopti. It was much 
appreciated and allowed us to improve our 
communication, the presentation of our mission 
reports and the mapping of water points in the 
Mopti region which was a huge problem.  We 
now would like to be trained on referencing and 
geographic data retrieval", says Mr. Nouhoum 
Coulibaly, Mopti, Hydraulic Regional Director.  
 
 

In 2015, OCHA Mali plans to maintain its training activities every two months in Bamako 
and the regions.  
 

UNHAS reduces its fleet until the end of the 
year due to lack of funding   

Due to a lack of funding, the UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) in Mali has reduced 
its fleet from two to one plane (an additional aircraft remains available to cover special 
needs). UNHAS still serves seven destinations, but at a reduced frequency. The aircraft 
rotates between four major airports (Bamako, Mopti, Timbuktu and Gao) and three 
landing basic airstrips (Niafounke, Gundam and Kidal). Because of the poor condition of 
the Menaka airstrip, UNHAS has also suspended flights to this destination place.  
Menaka ECHO Service flight still flies to Menaka, albeit with reduced passenger capacity 
given the poor landing conditions.  
 
In addition to the reduction in service, UNHAS has doubled its rates since September to 
$200 per passenger in order maintain its flights until early 2015 
 
"We have reduced the fleet because of funding problems. Unfortunately this comes at a 
time when we receive the largest amount of requests. In September 2014 we had 
reached the monthly record of 1,674 passengers, compared to a monthly average of 967 
passengers in 2013, "says Alain Rakotovao, Head of UNHAS in Mali.  
 
The northern regions of Mali, where significant humanitarian needs persist, are difficult to 
access. Insecurity and the sheer size of the territory (1,500 km from Kidal to Bamako) 
limit humanitarian access to vulnerable communities. Humanitarian flights are vital to 
facilitate humanitarian operations across the country.  
 

The provision of 

humanitarian air services 

in Mali is vital to ensure 

that humanitarian 

organizations can access 

people in need  

 

Bamako, July 2014: Participants at OCHA 
information management training develop 
skills in digital mapping. Credit: OCHA / 
Darmawati  Credit: UNICEF Mali / Dicko  
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In Brief:  
Humanitarian assistance ongoing in Kidal  
Despite significant insecurity constraints, humanitarian actors continue to bring 
assistance to the most vulnerable in Kidal. In September, UNHCR and its partner IEDA 
distributed Non Food Items kits to 1,200 vulnerable households in five locations - Kidal 
Djarhi (Kidal) Titdjar (Essouk) and Aguelhok. A hundred family tents were also distributed. 
The target beneficiaries were displaced as a result of the surge in violence last May in 
Kidal. An assessment highlighted gaps in emergency shelter and non-food items. 
 
 

A Pilot Project for the Protection of Children  
Along with four other countries - DRC, Central African Republic, Burkina Faso and South 
Sudan - Mali is part of a two-year pilot project funded by OFDA.  This project entails the 
development of a toolkit to monitor the situation and the response in the area of Child 
Protection in Emergencies and support activities led by the Child Protection Sub Cluster. 
A first support mission of the global Working Group on child protection participated to the 
first workshop organized in Bamako from 22 to 23 October.  A training session and an 
action plan were developed with the participation of 20 member organizations of the  
Child Protection Sub Cluster.  
 
 

47 percent of funds mobilized for the 
humanitarian response in Mali  
The US$481 million appeal to cover humanitarian needs in Mali this year is 47 percent 
funded as of 28 October, 2014, according to information reported by different partners to 
OCHA's Financial Tracking System (FTS). 
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Response 
 

Remaining to be achieved 
before the end of 2014 

20142014 
 

Response 
 

Remaining to be achieved 
before the end of 2014 

 

Monitoring clusters’ performance indicators in Mali 
Clusters’ performance indicators are derived from the SRP for Mali, which covers 2014 to 2016. The following tables show 
relevant indicators to assess humanitarian actors’ response to affected people. These tables reflect the response provided 
as of 30 September 2014, except for the protection and WASH clusters, for which available data stopped at 31 August 2014.   

  

Shelter 

 Targets  Achievement  

Indicators End of 2014 Sept 

2014 

Total in 
2014 

Rate in %  

(Total/Targets) 

# Flooded sites surveyed 10 - 4 40 

 

# Houses renovated /rebuilt 8,550 - 600 7 

 

# Households receiving toolkits and equipment 
kits 8,600 - 600 7 

 

# Households that received NFI assistance 37,700 1200 10,422 28 

 

 

  

Education 

 Targets  Achievement  

Indicators End of 2014 Sept 

2014 

Total in 
2014 

Rate in % 

(Total/Targets) 

# Pupils receiving learning materials 639,572 16,200 443,003 69 
 

# Children receiving a food ration 220,000 - 155,422 71 

 

# Teachers who received teaching materials 11,635 - 8,688 75 

 

# Teachers trained in psychosocial support 3,500 - 1,522 43 

 

# Teachers trained in support to the culture of 
peace 

3,500 - 1,696 48 

 

#Number of classroom built/rehabilitated 500 - 42 9 

 

# Number of children benefiting from 
alternative education programs 

         30,000               2,377     3,034       10 
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Response 
 

Remaining to be achieved 
before the end of 2014 

20142014 
 

# Classrooms equipped with sufficient and 
adequate supplies 

300 22 257 85 

 
 

 

 

 WASH9
 

 Targets Achievement  

Indicators End of 2014 August 

2014 

Total 
since 2014 

Rate in %  

(Total/Targets) 

# Management committees created/reactivated 345 39 227 66 
 

# Schools with the minimum WASH packages 200 61 94 47 
 

# Community representatives who received 
training 

700 69 264 38  
 

# Children admitted to SAM
10

 treatment using 
hygiene kits provided to parents or 
accompanying people, with key messages on 
the promotion of hygiene-behaviour change 

136,000 2,461 8,948 7 
 

# People who have access to temporary drinking 
water (chlorination or distribution) after natural 
disasters (flooding), cholera epidemics, 
population displacements 

706,200 12,730 123,234 17 
 

# Affected people using improved latrines (per 
sex and age group) 

98,000 19,184 25,884    26 

 
# Centres that received minimum WASH 
packages (150 community health centres and 65 
intensive recovery and nutritional education 

units) 

215 95 196 91  

# People reached by advertising messages on 
hygiene and cholera prevention 

670,000 31,797 143,486   21 

 

# People with access to a permanent source of 
drinking water 

432,000 140,164  396,144 91 

 
# Hygiene kits distributed with an awareness-
raising message after flooding, cholera 
epidemics and/or population movements 

65,000 131 17,812 27 
 

# Areas (cercle) covered by joint 
WASH/protection/nutrition, health assessments 
under the leadership of State technical services 

25 - 4 16 
 

# Areas (cercles) covered by a capitalization 
exercise of lessons learned organized by local 
and national authorities 

25 - 2 8 
 

  

                                                      
 

9
 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

10
 Severe Acute Malnutrition 
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Response 
 

Remaining to be achieved 
before the end of 2014 

 

Response 
 

Remaining to be achieved 
before the end of 2014 

 

 

 

 

 Nutrition 

 Targets  Achieved  

Indicators End of 2014 Sept 

 2014 

Total 

since 

2014 

Rate in %  

(Total/Targets) 

# Healthcare facilities that received support from a 
partner to address Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 

1,050 - 801 76 
 

# Healthcare facilities that received support from a 
partner to address Moderate Acute Malnutrition 
(MAM) 

785 - 483 62 
 

# Children aged 6-23 months who received an 
additional food ration 

100,000 - 108,172 108 

 

# Pregnant or lactating women who received a 
complementary food ration 

50,000 - 51,464 105 

 
# New admissions of MAM-affected children age 0 
to 59 months 
 

252,000 - 151,479 60 
 

# New admissions of SAM-affected children age 0 - 
59 months 

108,000 - 86,545 80 

 
 
 
 
 

 Protection 

 Targets  Achievement  

Indicators End of 2014 August 

2014 

Total 
since 2014 

Rate in % 

(Total/Targets) 

# People who received training (General 
Protection/Gender-based violence /Child 
Protection) 

600 29 817 136 
 

# national and regional coordination mechanisms 
in place 

6 0 5 83 
 

# People reached by training sessions on 
Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) risks  

450,000 - 71,379 16 
 

# Returnees recorded 32,000 2,815 18,156
11

 57 
 

# People (men/women) who received 
psychological support 

152,892 267 20,596 13,5 
 

                                                      
 

11
 Total number of returnees recorded by the National Refugees Commission, a governmental partner of UNHCR 
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Response 
 

Remaining to be achieved 
before the end of 2014 

 

Response 
 

Remaining to be achieved 
before the end of 2014 

 

Response 
 

Remaining to be achieved 
before the end of 2014 

 

 Protection 

# Internally displaced persons monitored (per sex 
and age group). 

254,822 132,672
12

- 319,556 125 
 

# Internally displaced persons, returnees  and 
repatriated monitored (protection monitoring) 

301,093 3,085 428,715 142 
 

# People reached by gender-based violence 
awareness raising  

40,000 - 3,597 9 
 

 

 Health 

 Targets  Achievement   

Indicators End of 2014 Sept 

2104 

Total 

since 

2014 

Rate in %  

(Total/Targets) 

# Functionnal Health Centers [CSCOM/CSREF] in 
Mali 
 1395 1247 1247  89             

# of returned health staff  
906 12 488    54            

# Shortages of tracer drugs 
- 8 16 

N/A 

# Children who received full vaccination (0-5 year) 
7,188,052 7,555,067 7,555,067 

 
 
    105  

# Curative consultations      1,031,344  78517  309,403         30       
 

# Investigation (epidemics) 
 

1 0 1 100 

 

 

 

 

 Food Security 

 Targets  Achieved  

Indicators End of 2014 Sept 2014 Total 

since 

2014 

Rate in %  

(Total/Targets) 

 # People receiving agricultural inputs (men/women) 828,000 248,168 N/A 76 
 

                                                      
 

12
 Figures from the Commission on Population Movements, internally displaced persons at 30 Sept 2014 
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For more additional information, contact: 
Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, kollies@un.org 

Anouk Desgroseilliers, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Mali, desgroseilliers@un.org, Phone (+223) 75 99 57 61 
Arik T. Darmawati, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali, darmawati@un.org, Tél. (+223) 75 99 32 03 

OCHA Humanitarian bulletins are available on:  

www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 
Follow us on @OCHA_Mali and www.facebook.com/ochamali.net 

# People receiving assistance for pastoralist 
activities  

142,000 73,090 N/A 62 

 

# Beneficiaries of income generating activities 100,000 34,584 N/A 108 

 

# People receiving in-kind food aid 850,000 528,502 N/A 105 

 

# People receiving food aid in money 150,000 70,000 N/A 51 

 

# People receiving food aid for assets  100,000 86,470 N/A 62 

 

# People receiving assistance social safety net  150,000 305,160 N/A 203 

 
 

mailto:pizzini@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/mali
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info/
https://twitter.com/OCHA_Mali
file:///C:/Users/anoukd/Documents/PI_Reports/BH/www.facebook.com/ochamali.net

