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This week: Threats and misinformation targeting 

international humanitarian organisations continue unabated, 

at times compounded by allegations circulating in Europe.  

Misinformation and threats targeting international humanitarian 

organisations: 

Speech in Italian parliament targeting Bill Gates and WHO finds 

traction in African social media.  

• On 14 May, Italian deputy Sara Cunia alleged that vaccines 

funded by Bill Gates, the “primary financier of the WHO”, have 

resulted in the “sterilisation of millions of African women” as part 

of Gates’ plan to decrease  the world’s population.  

 

These allegations by a European member of parliament found 

resonance on African social media in Angola and the DRC, 

where misinformation targeting the WHO and Bill Gates - often 

construed as the face of humanitarianism - features on a regular 

basis. Such rumours are bound to reinforce existing community 

resistance to local vaccination campaigns.   

 

Humanitarian organisations accused of being behind Ebola 

resurgence.  

• More than a month after the reappearance of Ebola in North 

Kivu, which had led to riots in Beni targeting Ebola treatment 

centres, mistrust about the causes of this sudden resurgence 

continues to be subject to misinformation.  

 

Veranda Mutsanga has recently claimed to have information of 

plans by the Ebola response team in Beni to activate a new 

Ebola outbreak. The vigilante organisation insinuated that the 

plan involved an escaped Ebola patient, who is still unaccounted 

for.  

 

Threats if demands for the resignation of Ebola response 

coordinator in Beni are not met.  

• Possibly compounded by rumours and insinuations that the 

Ebola response in Beni may have been responsible for the 

escape of an Ebola patient from a treatment centre, the vigilante 

group Veranda Mutsanga threatened “appropriate” action if the 

Ebola response coordinator in Beni is not changed. Veranda 

Mutsanga was behind a riot on 16 April which resulted in the 

attack of at least three ETCs in Beni. 

 

 

This bulletin shares key 

trends and insights from 

media monitoring in the 

Democratic Republic of the 

Congo. 

It has been developed by 

Insecurity Insight and 

highlights the critical 

necessity of sustained 

community engagement. 

Visit our website for further 

security related information 

for aid agencies in the  

context of the COVID-

19 epidemic. 

Join our Security Media 

Trends mailing list and get all 

the latest resources straight to 

your inbox.  

Follow us on Twitter and  

Facebook.  

For more details on social 

media monitoring, please get 

in touch - 

info@insecurityinsight.org.  
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Public confrontation between Madagascar’s president and the WHO over COVID Organics framed in 

neocolonialist discourse on social media.  

• False rumours of Madagascar withdrawing from the WHO are being shared extensively on social 

media. According to this misinformation, the president of Madagascar Andry Ranoelina withdrew from 

the international body saying that “Europe has created organisations with the objective of keeping the 

Africans dependent on them”.  

The government of Madagascar has been promoting COVID Organics - a herbal potion mainly based 

on artemisia - as an ‘African solution’ to COVID-19, and has been sending much-publicised donations 

of the product to African countries. However, the WHO has refused to endorse the remedy, warning 

about the lack of underpinning clinical evidence, drawing criticism from president Rajoelina, claiming 

that “the problem is that it comes from Africa”.  
 

 

 

 

 

This document is published by Insecurity Insight. This document is funded by the H2H Fund, which is supported 

by UK aid from the UK government. The H2H Network, which stands for ‘humanitarian-to-humanitarian’ network, consists 

of approximately 50 organisations that provide high-quality and integrated services to support other humanitarian 

responders. The network supports members as they apply cutting edge expertise, techniques and innovation to improve 

programming and outcomes. The H2H Fund is a network service that supports members to quickly provide their services 

in specific emergencies.  
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New Mobile Guide Out Now! 
Emergency Healthcare in Insecure Settings  

Public health emergencies in conflict-affected areas or insecure settings can lead to significant security 

challenges including attacks on healthcare workers and arson attempts on healthcare facilities.  

In this 10-min mobile guide, learn how to implement appropriate security risk management measures to 

enable public health emergency actors and healthcare workers to effectively address security challenges 

during a public health emergency response or outbreak.  

 

How to access the guide: 

If you are new to DisasterReady, you will need to create a free account to access the guide. To sign up: 

1. Go to http://www.disasterready.org  

2. Click 'Sign Up Today'. 

3. Fill out all required fields 

4. Click 'Log In' when complete. 

5. Search 'Emergency Healthcare in Insecure Settings' or use this link: https://ready.csod.com/ui/lms-learning-
details/app/course/177e7215-9cde-42f3-bbd3-93deeade787b 
 

https://bit.ly/3fXUQAM
http://www.disasterready.org/
https://ready.csod.com/ui/lms-learning-details/app/course/177e7215-9cde-42f3-bbd3-93deeade787b
https://ready.csod.com/ui/lms-learning-details/app/course/177e7215-9cde-42f3-bbd3-93deeade787b

