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This report is produced by Office of the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Botswana, in collaboration with the National Disaster 
Management Office and humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 18 to 29 January 2013. The next report will be issued if any changes to 
the situation occur.  

Highlights 
 

 Due to heavy rainfall, flooding occurred in the North-
West, North-East, and parts of Central district 
between the 16th -20

th
 of January 2013. 

 The flooding affected 842 households, including 32 
households in Dukwi Refugee Camp. 

 There are unconfirmed reports that two people died 
in the floods.  

 The National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) 
in the Office of the President together with the 
Botswana Red Cross Society (BCRS), has 
addressed immediate needs while UNHCR and their 
partners have arranged temporary shelter and relief 
items for the affected refugees. 

 NDMO has distributed mainly tents and food 
baskets, while BRCS has distributed tarpaulins, 
family tents, shelter tool kits, kitchen sets, mosquito 
nets, blankets  

 The prepositioned stocks of both NDMO and BRCS 
in the affected areas are now depleted, and there is 
an urgent need to replenish stock in the light of 
impending rains.  

 Contingency planning for further rains is underway 
between NDMO, BRCS and the United Nations 
Country Team (UNCT) in light of the supply shortfall. 

 Most of the flood-affected communities are among 
those currently experiencing an army worm and 
quelea bird outbreak, which has affected several districts. These outbreaks will negatively impact food security 
in the country. 

 Internally displaced persons have since returned to their homes. 

842 
Households affected 

300 
Internally displaced 
households 

125 
Refugees affected 

 
 
Source: ReliefWeb 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Situation Overview 
Heavy rains over the past week in Botswana have 
resulted in severe flooding in Tutume, Tonota, 
Masunga, Francistown, Okavango, Maun, 
Letlhakane, Serowe, Palapye and Tlokweng. The 
flooding has affected 842 households, including 32 
households in Dukwi refugee camp. Sewage 
systems in the camp were also affected. Water 
pumps have stopped working leading to a shortage 
of clean water in the camp. UNHCR supported the 
Government of Botswana to assist displaced 
refugees and has provided food and other basic 
materials. 

Some affected areas were not accessible by road, 
specifically Tutume sub-district (Sepako, Lepashe, 
Manxotae, Malelejwe and Tshwaane) and 
Masunga sub-district (Ditladi), which delayed relief 
distribution. The number of affected people is 

expected to rise as village reports are received and assessments completed, which are being conducted by 
members of the multi-sectoral District Disaster Management Committees, which includes BRCS. 
  
While the immediate shelter needs of virtually all affected people have been met, this response has almost 
completely exhausted existing supplies, limiting the capacity to respond to future hydro-meteorological disasters.  
There is also a need to replenish items to prevent harmful secondary effects of flooding like malaria (mosquito 
nets) and diarrheal diseases (aquatabs). 
 
In areas which experienced floods, e.g. North-West, North-East, Bobirwa, Tonota and parts of Central District, the 
floods actually assisted in exterminating some of the army worms that have been destroying crops, contributing to 
the control of the army worm. However, in areas where the rains were average, the worms pupated earlier and 
there is a high risk of the re-emergence of the moth.  
 
Sporadic outbreaks of quelea birds have also been reported. Early reports indicate that ten colonies of birds have 
been discovered in various parts of the country. The Government of Botswana has already started spraying to 
control the birds in the Kweneng and Central districts, where bigger colonies have been found. 

Funding 
Funding has been provided through the Government of Botswana’s National Disaster Relief Fund. BCRS have 
submitted a request to the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) to procure required relief items. 

Humanitarian Response 

 Education 

Needs: 

 There was poor attendance at the Dukwi refugee 
camp. School because of high rainfall and loss of 
school textbooks, wet clothing and blankets. The 
power cuts have also affected vocational training 

courses that rely on the use of powered equipment.  

 There have also been reports of children at other 
schools loosing books and uniforms due to the floods.  

 The water and sanitation situation at Dukwi school 
requires addressing.  

 At Sepako, some children could not attend school for 
two days as the flood waters had cut off the school 

Dukwi village: After the floodwaters recede, the remains of a mud brick 
home can be seen. BCRS has provided the family, headed by an elderly 
woman with a tent. 

Dukwi refugee camp: Some sections of the camp were 
inundated by the deluge. UNHCR has provided some families 
with temporary shelters and some have moved to a nearby 
vocational school. 
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from the rest of the village. 111 learners were affected at Sepako. 
 
Response: 

 Classes have resumed. 

 Children who lost school uniforms have been assisted through the National Disaster Relief Fund 

 The Botswana Defense Force provides daily transport by airboat for Sepako pupils and other members of the 
community as the floods have not receded. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Learning materials, uniforms and other necessary materials for hygiene promotion may be required, e.g. school 
in a box, hygiene kits, recreation kits, learners’ kits, teachers’ kits, etc. 

 There may be a need to liaise with the Ministry of Education to replace damaged textbooks. 
 
 
 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

  Food needs of affected households, including the refugees, have been met. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Response: 

 The private sector donated food hampers.  

An army worm outbreak is currently in 13 
districts, affecting 4,536 ha of land including 
those districts affected by the flood (see 
Annex A for affected areas). The floods 
have significantly decreased the outbreaks 
in affected areas. However, in areas 
experiencing average rainfalls, the worm 
pupated much earlier than usual and poses 
a threat of re-infestation.   

 

Sporadic outbreaks of quelea bird have 
also been reported in some parts of the 
country, which can cause serious damage 
to cultivated crops, especially sorghum. An 
individual bird can eat 3 to 4 g of grain per 
day and waste a lot more by its feeding 
activity. This can result in a total damage of 
7 to 10 g of grain per bird per day. Thus 
one million birds in a single colony can 
destroy up to 7 – 10 tons of sorghum per 
day. There is an estimated 23 estimated 
colonies in Botswana, translating to 23 
million birds. 
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 Ministry of Agriculture is combating the Army Worm and quelea bird outbreaks through spraying, buffering and 
biological control.  

 Controlling quelea birds through spraying has been slowed down for fear of contaminating the water and 
environment after the floods. 
 

 
 Gaps & Constraints: 

 Should crops not be replanted or the combative measures prove less than fully effective, agricultural 
communities could face crop loss, which could potentially contribute to deterioration in food security. 

 Government is experiencing shortages of spraying equipment, and even where the sprayers are supplied, they 
tend to be too old and break frequently. 

 There is a shortage of funds to purchase explosives for use in controlling the quelea bird outbreak. 

 There is a shortage of Personal Protective Equipment for spraying teams responding to the army worm 
outbreak. 
 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Clinic staff reported no difference in the numbers and reasons of patients seeking services before, during and 
after the floods (no diarrheal diseases, cholera or upper respiratory tract conditions).  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There is a need to monitor disease trends and take appropriate action when there is an increase of number of 
cases of communicable diseases.  

 There is a need to manage diarrhea and each household with children below five years should have 
rehydration salts for the management of diarrhea. 

 Distribution of Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets, with priority given to pregnant women and children. 

 Promotion of exclusive breastfeeding and other appropriate infant and young child feeding practices messages 
and counseling. 

Logistics 

Needs: 

 There is a need for more tents to replenish the warehouses for upcoming humanitarian emergency needs. 

Response: 

 NDMO will procure 1000 tents as a matter of urgency. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Potential bureaucratic delays in procurement process. 

Protection 

Needs: 

 There has been no separation issues during the floods and families stayed together. However, due to lack of 
space at the relocation centre, families have been separated, with women and children are separated from 
men. 
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Shelter 

Needs: 

 Most affected families have been jointly assessed 
by NDMO and BRCS and have been provided with 
temporary shelter where necessary. Although 
information is being received from some isolated 
communities, most immediate shelter needs have 
been covered.  

 More tents should be pre-positioned immediately.  
 

Response: 

 1,500 tents haven been distributed to all 810 
displaced families.  

 Affected families have been encouraged to stay 
with members of their immediate family who have 
not been affected. 

 Schools, community halls and Village District Committee houses were also used as temporary shelters 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 The Ministry of Health, NDMO, UNICEF, WHO, UNHCR and BRCS are currently assessing the situation and 
measures are in place to prevent deterioration in the health of affected people. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Schools use toilets with flushing systems and there are no pit latrines to use when there is no water.  
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Annex A - Army Worm Outbreak Locations 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Name, Title, name@un.org, Tel: +0 000 000 0000, Cell +0 000 000 0000 

Name, Title, name@un.org, Tel: +0 000 000 0000, Cell +0 000 000 0000 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.orgwww.reliefweb.int [link to relevant websites].  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: include e-mail address 

mailto:name@un.org
mailto:name@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.unocha.org/

