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OVE RV I E W AN D M E THODOLOGY

S U M M ARY OF  FORE I GN  N ATION AL HOU S E HOLDS

The opinions expressed in this document do not necessarily reflect the views of the International Organization for Migration (IOM). The designations employed and the
presentation of material throughout the document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM concerning the legal status of any country, territory,
city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning its frontiers or boundaries.
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On 4th August 2020, a large explosion occurred at the port of Beirut, Lebanon that left more than 6,500 individuals injured and

caused at least 180 deaths. To assess the impact of the explosion and the arising needs and vulnerabilities, the Lebanese Red

Cross (LRC), in coordination with the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), have conducted a large

multi-sectoral needs assessment (MSNA) in the affected area. IOM/DTM has taken the lead to extract key information on

foreign nationals from the MSNA. The first report, Foreign Nationals Multi-Sector Needs Assessment Report, published on

8th September 2020, drew on assessments from a total of 1,896 foreign national households, a sub-set of 11,008 household

assessments.

The current Foreign Nationals MSNA Report (November 2020) analyses data collected by the MSNA from 6th August to 9th

November. Among the 32,081 households assessed, there are 5,121 foreign national households. Of these 4,021 (79%) are of

Syrian origin, and are not included in the analysis due to their different humanitarian context. For the remainder of this report,

any reference to “foreign national households” will not include Syrians. The report has identified five most represented

nationalities (Ethiopian, Egyptian, Palestinian, Bangladeshi, and Sudanese) by the number of households in the MSNA. The aim of

this report is to provide a preliminary overview of the key facts reflected by the data, a short comparison of Lebanese and

foreign national households illustrated by maps, and a sectorial analysis of the five highest represented nationalities identified in

the data (Ethiopian, Egyptian, Palestinian, Bangladeshi, and Sudanese) covering shelter, WASH, assistance and needs, socio-

economic challenges, and protection.

: The varied response rates between the surveyed nationalities might compromise the representativeness of the

data. This may result in inconsistencies and limited comparative analysis.
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(32,081 households surveyed in total)

*30,310 households reported nationality

**Excluding 4,021 households of Syrian origin 
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N U M BE R OF  HOU S E HOLDS AS S ES SE D P E R  OP E RATI ON AL Z ON E

The maps below show the number of Lebanese and foreign national households assessed per operational zone by the MSNA. 
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The maps are for illustration purpose only. The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the 

International Organization for Migration
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P R I OR I TY  N E EDS  P E R OP E RATI ONAL Z ON E  – LE BAN E S E VS  FORE I GN  N ATIONALS

The map and locations below provide an overview of top priority needs of Lebanese and foreign national households assessed per

operational zone.

• Lebanese households: a total of 12,373 selected CASH as their first priority, followed by shelter repairs for 5,298 households.

Medication was cited as the first priority for 3,913 households.

• Foreign national households: a total of 351 households chose CASH as their first priority, followed by food for 290 households.

Shelter repair was selected as the first priority for 204 households.

The maps are for illustration purpose only. The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not implyofficial endorsement or acceptance by the 

International Organization for Migration
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C OM PARIS ON BE TW EEN  FORE IGN N ATI ONALS AN D LE BAN E SE HOU S E HOLDS

AC C E S S  TO HE ALTHC ARE

Foreign national households reported that they do not have any access to healthcare in 40 per cent of cases (slightly more

than the 36% amongst Lebanese households). Of the five most represented foreign national groups, all reported being unable

to access healthcare more often than foreign nationals as a whole. Financial difficulties are the most common barrier for not

being able to access healthcare for all nationalities (81% for Lebanese households and 73% for foreign national households).

S HE LTER

In total, 75 per cent (648 out of 862) of foreign national households in Beirut rented their accommodation while 9 per cent

owned their homes. This is significantly higher than the percentage of households renting among Lebanese. Among the five

most represented nationalities in the surveyed households, Bangladeshi, Ethiopian and Sudanese nationals have the highest

incidence of renting accommodation, exceeding the proportion for foreign nationals as a whole. Palestinians are the most likely

group to own their own home (24% of households), though this is still less than the proportion for Lebanese households

(45%).
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E TH I OP IAN N ATI ONALS

• In total, 161 Ethiopian households were surveyed. Of which 10 of the respondents are male and 151 are female.

• The average number of people living under the same roof is 3.26.

• The map below shows the locations and distribution of Ethiopian households.

P R I ORI TY  N E EDS  AN D AS S IS TAN CE

• While 56 Ethiopian households reported cash as their top priority needs, only 14 reported receiving cash assistance.

• In general, 76 Ethiopian households reported receiving no assistance.

• Food assistance was reported as a top need by 50 households and received by 42 households. Whereas needs such as

shelter repairs (reported by 10 households), shelter (reported by 4 households) and income/livelihood assistance (reported

by 11 households), remain largely unmet with only 4 households reported receiving shelter

• Although clothes and shoes were not cited as priority needs, assistance has been provided to 3 households.

Disclaimer: The maps are for illustrat ion purposes only. The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official

endorsement or acceptance by the International Organization for Migration.
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P ROTE C TION OVE RV I EW 

HE ALTHC ARE

• A total of 12 households reported they have female members who

are pregnant or lactating.

• While 10 households said they have members with chronical

illnesses or critical medical condition, 8 households reported

needing chronic medication.

• In total, 61 households reported having access to healthcare, 19

said they have partial access, and 81 said they have no access.

• The most common reason for barriers when accessing healthcare

is financial difficulty.

E TH I OP IAN N ATI ONALS

S HE LTER  AN D WASH OVE RV I EW

• Of the 134 households that responded to the question, 130 rented

their accommodations, 3 owned their homes and 1 household was

hosted.

• Among the 159 households that responded to the question, 50

reported using temporary fixings, such as plastic sheeting and/or

timber to seal off external openings of their accommodation.

• For sources of drinking water, 124 households reported purchasing

mineral water, while 25 reported using public filter water, 11

reported using a public tank, 5 reported using a protected well, and

3 reported an unprotected well.

S OC I O- E CONOM IC C ON DI TI ONS  

• 110 Ethiopian households (68%) reported that they had family

members generating an income in the last two weeks

• Out of 161 households, only 31 Ethiopian households answered the

question on savings. Of the 31 Ethiopian households that answered,

all households reported no savings.

• Of the 114 respondents who provided gender data for household

income generation, 28 reported that male members in the

household generated income, whereas 62 households had female

members generating income

• 45 Ethiopian households reported to have children under the age

of 18, whereas 1 household reported to have members over the

age of 60.

• Four households reported there were separated or unaccompanied 

children, of which 8 children were reported to be separated and 6 

were unaccompanied. 

• Of those households that responded, 9 reported that they or

someone in their household had damaged or lost personal

documents.
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E GYP T I AN  N ATION ALS

• In total, 140 Egyptian households were surveyed. Of which 125 of the respondents are male and 15 are female.

• The average number of people living under the same roof is 2.53.

• The map below shows the locations and distribution of Egyptian households.

P R I OR I TY  N E EDS  AN D AS S IS TAN CE

• While 49 Egyptian households reported cash as their top priority needs, only 8 reported receiving cash assistance.

• In general, 72 Ethiopian households reported receiving no assistance.

• Food assistance was reported as a top need by 34 households and received by 42 households. Whereas needs such as

shelter repairs (reported by 18 households), shelter (reported by 5 households) and Medication (reported by 12

households), remain largely unmet with only 5 households reported receiving shelter assistance.

• Although clothes and shoes were not cited as priority needs, the NFI assistance has been reported by 6 households.
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P ROTE C TION OVE RV I EW 

HE ALTHC ARE

• A total of 6 households reported they have female members who

are pregnant or lactating.

• While 24 households said they have members with chronical

illnesses or critical medical condition, 21 households reported

needing chronic medication.

• In total, 69 households reported having access to healthcare, 14

said they have partial access, and 57 said they have no access.

• The most common reason for barriers when accessing healthcare

is financial difficulty.

S HE LTER  AN D WASH OVE RV I EW

• Of the 109 households that responded to the question, 70 rented

their accommodations, 9 owned their homes and 30 household was

hosted.

• Among the 135 households that responded to the question, 42

reported using temporary fixings, such as plastic sheeting and/or

timber to seal off external openings of their accommodation.

• In terms of sources of drinking water, majority (121 households)

reported purchasing mineral water, while 17 reported using public

filter water, 11 reported using a public tank, 2 reported using a

protected well, and 1 reported an unprotected well.

S OC I O- E CONOM IC C ON DI TI ONS  

• 110 Egyptian households (79%) reported that they had family

members generating an income in the last two weeks

• Out of 140 households, only 24 Egyptian households answered the

question on savings. Of the 24 Egyptian households that answered,

20 households reported no savings.

• Of the 111 respondents who provided gender data for household

income generation, 86 reported that male members in the

household generated income, whereas 9 household had female

members generating income

• 28 households reported to have children under the age of 18.

Whereas 14 household reported members over the age of 60.

• Two households reported there were separated or

unaccompanied children, of which 2 unaccompanied.

• Of those households that responded, 6 reported that they or

someone in their household had damaged or lost personal

documents.

E GYP T I AN  N ATION ALS
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PALE S T IN IAN N ATION ALS

• In total, 122 Palestinian households were surveyed. Of which 74 of the respondents are male and 48 are female.

• The average number of people living under the same roof is 3.32.

• The map below shows the locations and distribution of Palestinian households.

P R I OR I TY  N E EDS  AN D AS S IS TAN CE

• While 38 Palestinian households reported cash as their top priority needs, only 9 reported receiving cash assistance.

• In general, 50 Palestinian households reported receiving no assistance.

• Food assistance was reported as a top need by 14 households and received by 38 households. Whereas needs such as

medication (reported by 25 households), shelter repairs (reported by 14 households), medical care (reported by 7

households) and income/livelihood assistance (reported by 5 households), remain largely unmet with only 1 households

reported receiving shelter

• Although clothes and shoes were not cited as priority needs, assistance has been provided to 1 household.
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P ROTE C TION OVE RV I EW 

HE ALTHC ARE

• A total of 2 households reported they have female members who

are pregnant or lactating.

• While 71 households said they have members with chronical

illnesses or critical medical condition, 61 households reported

needing chronic medication.

• In total, 37 households reported having access to healthcare, 29

said they have partial access, and 56 said they have no access.

• The most common reason for barriers when accessing healthcare

is financial difficulty.

S HE LTER  AN D WASH OVE RV I EW

• Of the 107 households that responded to the question, 76 rented

their accommodations, 26 owned their homes and 5 household was

hosted.

• Among the 117 households that responded to the question, 35

reported using temporary fixings, such as plastic sheeting and/or

timber to seal off external openings of their accommodation.

• In terms of sources of drinking water, majority (89 households)

reported purchasing mineral water, while 26 reported using public

filter water, 11 reported using a public tank, 5 reported using a

protected well, and none reported using an unprotected well.

S OC I O- E CONOM IC C ON DI TI ONS  

• 75 Palestinian households (61%) reported that they had family

members generating an income in the last two weeks

• Out of 122 households, only 31 Palestinian households answered

the question on savings. Of the 31 Palestinian households that

answered, 25 households reported no savings.

• Of the 80 respondents who provided gender data for household

income generation, 37 reported that male members in the

household generated income whereas 13 household had female

members generating income

• 35 households reported to have households members under the

age of 18, whereas 60 household reported members over the age

of 60.

• Five households reported there were separated or

unaccompanied children, of which 7 children were reported to be

separated and 4 were unaccompanied.

• Of those households that responded, 3 reported that they or

someone in their household had damaged or lost personal

documents.

PALE S T IN IAN N ATION ALS
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BAN GLE DE S HI  N ATIONALS

• In total, 117 Bangladeshi households were surveyed. Of which 76 of the respondents are male and 41 are female.

• The average number of people living under the same roof is 3.98.

• The map below shows the locations and distribution of Bangladeshi households.

P R I ORI TY  N E EDS  AN D AS S IS TAN CE

• While 47 Bangladeshi households reported cash as their top priority needs, only 12 reported receiving cash assistance.

• In general, 52 Bangladeshi households reported receiving no assistance.

• Food assistance was reported as a top need by 45 households and received by 23 households. Whereas needs such as

shelter repairs (reported by 9 households), shelter (reported by 2 households) and income/livelihood assistance (reported

by 4 households), remain largely unmet with only 3 households reported receiving shelter

• Although clothes and shoes were not cited as priority needs, assistance has been provided to 2 households.
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P ROTE C TION OVE RV I EW 

HE ALTHC ARE

• A total of 4 households reported they have female members who

are pregnant or lactating.

• While 8 households said they have members with chronical

illnesses or critical medical condition, 7 households reported

needing chronic medication.

• In total, 47 households reported having access to healthcare, 14

said they have partial access, and 56 said they have no access.

• The most common reason for barriers when accessing healthcare

is financial difficulty.

S HE LTER  AN D WASH OVE RV I EW

• Of the 93 households that responded to the question, 82 rented

their accommodations, 2 owned their homes and 9 household was

hosted.

• Among the 115 households that responded to the question, 32

reported using temporary fixings, such as plastic sheeting and/or

timber to seal off external openings of their accommodation.

• In terms of sources of drinking water, majority (95 households)

reported purchasing mineral water, while 16 reported using public

filter water, 10 reported using a public tank, 4 reported using a

protected well, and 1 reported an unprotected well.

S OC I O- E CONOM IC C ON DI TI ONS  

• 85 Bangladeshi households (73%) reported that they had family

members generating an income in the last two weeks

• Out of 117 households, only 32 Bangladeshi households answered

the question on savings. Of the 32 Bangladeshi households that

answered, 31 households reported no savings.

• Of the 70 respondents who provided gender data for household

income generation, 50 reported that male members in the

household generated income, whereas 24 household had female

members generating income

• 15 households reported to have household members under the

age of 18, whereas 8 household reported members over the age

of 60.

• Two households reported there were separated or

unaccompanied children, of which 1 children were reported to be

separated (the other household did not specify).

• Of those households that responded, 5 reported that they or

someone in their household had damaged or lost personal

documents.

BAN GLE DE S HI  N ATIONALS
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S U DAN E SE  N ATIONALS

• In total, 101 Sudanese households were surveyed. Of which 6 of the respondents are male and 95 are female.

• The average number of people living under the same roof is 4.08.

• The map below shows the locations and distribution of Sudanese households.

P R I ORI TY  N E EDS  AN D AS S IS TAN CE

• While 36 Sudanese households reported cash as their top priority needs, only 6 reported receiving cash assistance.

• In general, 35 Ethiopian households reported receiving no assistance.

• Food assistance was reported as a top need by 30 households and received by 26 households. Whereas needs such as

shelter repairs (reported by 14 households), shelter (reported by 3 households) and medication (reported by 1

households), remain unmet with only 3 households reported receiving shelter

• Although clothes and shoes were not cited as priority needs, assistance has been provided to 3 households.
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P ROTE C TION OVE RV I EW 

HE ALTHC ARE

• A total of 18 households reported they have female members who

are pregnant or lactating.

• While 9 households said they have members with chronical

illnesses or critical medical condition, 8 households reported

needing chronic medication.

• In total, 56 households reported having access to healthcare, 14

said they have partial access, and 31 said they have no access.

• The most common reason for barriers when accessing healthcare

is financial difficulty.

S HE LTER  AN D WASH OVE RV I EW

• Of the 81 households that responded to the question, 68 rented

their accommodations, 2 owned their homes and 11 household was

hosted.

• Among the 99 households that responded to the question, 31

reported using temporary fixings, such as plastic sheeting and/or

timber to seal off external openings of their accommodation.

• In terms of sources of drinking water, majority (44 households)

reported purchasing mineral water, while 42 reported using public

filter water, 14 reported using a public tank, 5 reported using a

protected well, and 1 reported an unprotected well.

S OC I O- E CONOM IC C ON DI TI ONS  

• 63 Sudanese households (69%) reported that they had family

members generating an income in the last two weeks

• Out of 101 households, only 28 Ethiopian households answered the

question on savings. Of the 28 Ethiopian households that answered,

all households reported to have no savings.

• Of the 57 respondents who provided gender data for household

income generation, 37 reported that male members in the

household generated income, whereas 9 household had female

members generating income

• 28 households reported to have household members under the

age of 18, whereas 3 household reported members over the age

of 60.

• One households reported there were separated or

unaccompanied children.

• Of those households that responded, 4 reported that they or

someone in their household had damaged or lost personal

documents.

S U DAN E SE  N ATIONALS
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