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Quick Facts 

• A warehouse, reportedly 
containing 2,750 tons of 
ammonium nitrate, 
exploded on August 4 in 
Beirut port 

• A massive fire broke out in 
Beirut’s port on September 
10. 

• 750+ health care workers 
diagnosed with COVID-19  

• 292 health facilities were 
affected 

• $200-245 million in losses 
to the health sector 

 

Project HOPE is distributing critically 
needed medicines, medical and hygiene 

supplies in response to needs of local 
partners and health facilities. Photo by 

Diana Ohanian for Project HOPE. 
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

• A large fire broke out in the duty free zone of Beirut’s port on 
September 10, just over a month after the port explosions. 

• Project HOPE completed an assessment at 11 primary care 
facilities in Beirut and identified needs in longer-term 
programming in sexual and reproductive health, gender-based 
violence case management, mental health and psychosocial 
support and child protection.   

• This week, Project HOPE distributed N95 masks at a search and 
rescue site in Gemmayzeh.  

• Project HOPE recently received 5,000 disaster health kits in 
Beirut and will be distributing them in coordination with the 
René Moawad Foundation. Additional shipments of critically 
needed medical and hygiene supplies are expected to arrive in 
coming weeks.    

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
Just over a month since the port explosions in Beirut, a massive fire 
broke out in the duty free zone of the same port, reportedly destroying 
items including thousands of food parcels and cooking oil stored by 
humanitarian aid groups. Many local NGOs and response agencies are 
monitoring spikes in post-traumatic stress as the fire brings back 
memories of the explosions that killed approximately 200 people and 
left more than 300,000 homeless. i  

The government-instated curfew to help reduce COVID-19 
transmission was reduced again and is now in place from 1:00AM to 
6:00AM. On September 9, 498 new confirmed cases and 7 deaths were 
reported bringing the total to more than 21,000. Of these, 751 cases 
have been among health care workers—an increase of 81 since last 
week. The number of hospitalized patients reached 400 with over half 
in intensive care units. ii  

Operational health centers and facilities in the Beirut area are working 
hard to meet the needs of staff and patients. Recent reported needs 
include elderly care supplies, mental health services, chronic disease 
medications, psychosocial support and pediatric immunizations. Out-
of-pocket expenses for laboratory and diagnostic services are another 
reported challenge among patients in the affected area.  
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PROJECT HOPE RESPONSE   
Project HOPE is continuing to provide immediate assistance to affected 
populations and health facilities in Beirut through the procurement and 
distribution of medicines and medical and hygiene supplies, in partnership with 
RMF. Project HOPE recently completed an assessment of 11 primary health 
centers (PHCs) and identify areas in which we could provide longer-term 
support in coordination with the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the World Health Organization (WHO) Health 
Sector. Findings are summarized below.  

Findings from Primary Care Facility Assessment 

Project HOPE and RMF recently conducted a qualitative assessment of 11 PHCs 
to determine gaps and needs in the areas of sexual and reproductive health 
(SRH), gender-based violence (GBV) case management, mental health and 
psychosocial support (MHPSS), and child protection. Assessed facilities included: 
Boulghourjian PHC, Proud Lebanon, Karantina PHC, three facilities under 
Lebanon Needs, Centre St. Antoine, Centre de Development de Beyrouth, St. 
John PHC, Association d’Entraide Social, and Karaguezian PHC.  

Interviews were carried out in-person when possible and over the phone due to 
concerns of COVID-19 and to reduce transmission risk. The assessment team 
utilized a Health Facility Assessment tool adapted from WHO’s Health Resources 
Availability Mapping System (HeRAMS) and UNICEF’s water, sanitation and 
hygiene tool to conduct the interviews and collect data. Four of the 11 PHCs 
reported not needing additional support in SRH, GBV, MHPSS or child protection 
services. Among the remaining seven, preliminary analysis identified the 
following:   

• SRH was identified as a common area in need of additional support to 
expand services for OBGYN care, STI rapid tests and counseling.  

• All PHCs reported needs for expanded MHPSS services in addition to GBV 
case management. 

• One PHC reported a surge in Tuberculosis (TB) cases in the 
neighborhood. The recent numbers are almost double what they were at 
this time last year.  

• Three of the centers are currently receiving support from UNFPA for 
OBGYN services through surge staffing through end of December. 

• PHCs reported funding challenges to offering a variety of services. 

• PHC representatives said they are witnessing a surge in patients requiring 
GBV, MHPSS, and child protection support; however, they currently do 
not have the capacity or personnel to implement these services and 
programs.  

In response to the assessment, Project HOPE is designing a longer-term 
program that can be implemented in partnership with LNGO’s and PHCs 
targeted  to expand SRH, MHPSS, GBV, and child protection services. The 
program will focus specifically on: 1) supporting  case management and 
psychosocial support activities for children, including training for parents and 
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caregivers, 2) establishing women and girls protection networks and services 
within PHC catchment areas in addition to mobile  and 3) strengthening  SRH  
protocols at health facilities targeted through training and supervision.  

Medicine and Supply Distribution 

Project HOPE continues  to source medicines and medical and hygiene supplies 
for health facility and NGO partners. More than 5,000 disaster health kits 
donated by MAP International recently arrived and will be distributed in coming 
days. Additional shipments of syringes and PPE are expected to arrive in coming 
weeks.   
 

Project HOPE’s team in Lebanon recently visited the site in Gemmayzeh where 
search and rescue efforts were underway for a survivor believed to be buried in 
the rubble. There was a low number of masks available and Project HOPE was 
able to distribute N95 masks to responders from organizations including 
Defense Forces, the Lebanese Red Cross, and the Chilean Rescue Team.  
   

i https://apnews.com/81089cc24f6d426751beae56f9aa3c30 
iihttps://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Beirut%20Port_SitRep%20No.10.pdf 
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