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SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
 Baringo County received below normal rains in December - 101 mm rainfall average was 

received during the month from 5 recording stations average of 7 days. This was around 

normal at this time of the year. The spatial & temporal distribution was poor. 

 Rainfall was heavily received in Komolion. The rains were experienced sporadically during 

the month in different pockets of the county, mainly areas around Komolion, Salabani and 

Marigat. 

 Quality of the available pasture is deteriorating in all the livelihood zones.  

 The quantity of forage in all the livelihood zones reduced during the month.  

 The average distance grazing areas increased to 5.8 km from 4.7 km that of the previous 
month due to decreased amounts of rain thus also decreasing browse and pasture slightly. 

 During the last four weeks the water availability decreased in all the livelihood zones due 
to decreased rainfall in a number of places.  

 Distance to the nearest water source during the month increased to an average of 3.0 an 
increase of 0.3 km from 2.7 km that of the previous month for most of the households. 

 Body condition of livestock was fair similar to last months in all the livelihood zones, 
despite deteriorating pasture, increasing distance to grazing fields and water sources. 
Livestock health is fair but has started deteriorating in areas like Maron, Akoret, Katikit, 
Kinyach there are however many reported cases of livestock diseases and people are 
losing livestock in large numbers. 

 There are increased livestock diseases, this was reported in Tangulbei, Kollowa, Kaptuiya 

and Kinyach.  

 The food security status in the four hot spot sub-counties namely East Pokot, Marigat, 

Mogotio and parts of Baringo North still remains precarious. There is therefore need for 

constant field monitoring of the progression of the drought cycle. This is pertinent 

especially in Marigat which has suffered flooding around the lakes, most of Mogotio, 

where though having agro-pastoral zones. The food security situation has not improved. 

 The volume of livestock sales decreased compared to the previous month apart from 

sheep that increased. 

 The average prices of livestock increased owing to improved markets in general. The 

average price of cattle increased from Kshs. 20, 374 in November to Kshs 21,056 in 

December. 

 The average goat price increased from Kshs. 2,917 in November to Kshs. 2,989 in 

December showing appreciation. 

 Insecurity in Kiserian area has affected livelihoods because pastoralists lost their livestock 

(631 heads of cattle).  

 There has been some migration reported especially from Kollowa, Kapunyany, Kamurio, 

Akoret, Kinyach areas to Marakwet, Keiyo, Rimoi and Natibuel park for people around 

Kollowa and Kinyach.  

 The average sheep price increased from Kshs. 2,434 in November to Kshs. 2,467 in 

December showing appreciation. 
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 There wasn’t a very big change in income from Livestock sales income compared to that of 

last month. It increased from 42% to 46%. 

 Milk production decreased slightly and can be attributed to decrease in rainfall amounts 

hence negatively affecting pasture and browse despite this being the kidding and calving 

season.  

 Milk consumption by household members increased in Agro pastoral and decreased in 

Pastoral all species livelihood zone apart from irrigated livelihood zone where 

consumption was at 0. 

 The average maize price per Kg during the month was Kshs 41. It remained constant as 

that of the previous month. 

 The average price of beans per kg during the month was Kshs 97.50 Kshs 1.50 more than 

that of the previous month. 

 The average price of Posho per Kg during the month was Kshs 48, No change from that of 

November. 

 The average daily wage rate per casual for the month was Kshs. 148, Kshs. 2 less than that 

of the previous month.  

 Agro pastoral livelihood zone had the highest wage rate of Kshs 168, while Pastoral 

livelihood zone had the lowest wage rate of Kshs 128. 

 Terms of trade was below the long-term mean by 36.1 %. The price ratio was highest in 

Pastoral all species livelihood zone (58%) an increase from the previous month’s by 2%. 

 The average November MUAC level was 13.1, 1.7% less than that of November. This 

therefore means that the nutritional status of the children shown by the percentage, in the 

sampled areas improved during the month. This is however a very slight decrease and is 

the opposite expectation when linked to milk production since there was a slight decrease 

in milk production and consumption and reducing availability of food at the household 

level. The level of malnutrition was below the long term mean at this time of the year as 

shown by the current MUAC < 135 as a percentage.  

 
Recommendations to district authorities/ DSG and national KFSSG 

 The veterinary department / Agencies should step up support to the livestock health sub 
sector through vaccinations and treatment of clinical cases. In particular, more efforts 
should be directed to investigate cases of PPR & CCPP outbreak killing goats & sheep in 
most parts of the county. 

 Community in Koloa requested for hand sprayers to control ticks infestation. 

 There are serious cases of ECF in Tangulbei, Kaptuiya, Kachilitwa, Kollowa and Kinyach. 

The residents requested to have cattle dips constructed reduce livestock deaths.  

 Same sentiments were relayed by communities in Kapedo east, Silale, Ngaina, Losikiliamoi 

and Kapunyany. 

 The GOK/ WFP and other Aid Agencies to put more efforts to ensure that communities in 
East Pokot, Baringo North are not adversely affected by the looming drought because it’s 
likely to affect them hard. A number of communities indicated that they are in Alert and 
some at alarm stage. 
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 Drought has culminated to scarcity of food and water hence looming faminet especially in 

Pastoral livelihood zone. 

The MoH/Stakeholders  

 Cases of dehydration among people increased. 

 Poor sanitation and hygiene levels need to be addressed. 

 

The District Public Works Engineer should put more efforts to ensure that roads in the 
county are rehabilitated to permit food and other logistics reach communities. 

 The drift at Kakapul is dangerous spot causing trouble to motorists especially Lorries. 
 
The District game warden: Wild animals predating & attacking livestock and threatening 
peoples’ lives in the areas mentioned.  
(The Baringo county Reserve – Chief Warden is working with the county government on 

addressing Human-wildlife conflicts. An Early warning Information Synergy team met and 

has been tasked with improving among others, the current human – wildlife conflict). 

 

There has been livestock predation and crop destruction by wild animals as indicated below: 

  
ANIMAL 

 
AREAS REPORTED 

 
ANIMALS 
AFFECTED 

 
LIVESTOCK LOST 

1. Hyenas Maron, Komolion, Maron, Yatya-
Sibilo and Barketiew sub- 
locations,Koloa 
 

Goats 
 
Sheep 

54-Maron 
49-Koloa 

2. Jackals Kiserian and Koloa, Goats 10 

3. Baboon Maron, Koloa Sheep 
and Goats 

8- Maron,4-Koloa 

4. Honey 
badger 

Koloa Goats 13 

5. Lynx Koloa, Yatya Goats 34 

6. Wild dogs Koloa Goats 
&sheep 

8 

 

 The GOK/ Aid agencies to act promptly  

 Drought is looming due poor harvest and lack of food at household level especially in 

Pastoral livelihood zone. 

Current interventions 
1) Non-food interventions. 
2) Food Aid 

 World Vision Kenya – (PRRO – FFA). 
 
CSG meetings and Recommendations 
        In December, a DSG meeting was held in Kabarnet on 6th December at the Governor’s 
boardroom. The Agenda comprised measures to address the looming drought and bringing 
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together county stakeholders and Sector leads in addressing this and coming up with a Baringo 
county contingency plan. 
Members took stock of data and information in existing Community Disaster Management Plans 
be consolidated by stakeholders various sector experts as well as from partner agencies. 
 
Stability  

1.1 Rainfall 

 101 mm rainfall average was received during the month from 5 recording stations average 
of 7 days. This was around normal at this time of the year. The spatial & temporal 
distribution was poor. 

 Rainfall was heavily received in Komolion. The rains were experienced sporadically during 
the month in different pockets of the county, mainly areas around Komolion, Salabani and 
Marigat. 

 Rainfall was received more in the first two weeks of the month and very minimal received 
in the last two weeks. 

 Komolion recorded the highest amount of rainfall with 223 mm of rainfall for a total of 7 
days followed by Salabani which received 101 mm for a total of 7 days and Marigat 97 mm 
for a total of 6 days. Kinyach recorded 66 mm of rainfall for a total of 2 days and 
Chemolingot had the least recorded amount of rainfall with 185 mm for a total of 3 days. 

 
 
Source: NDMA/ Organizations rain gauge data stations: 

 
1.2 Natural Vegetation & pasture Condition 

 Quality of the available pasture is deteriorating in Agro Pastoral and Irrigated cropping 
livelihood zones and dry in Pastoral livelihood zone. It deteriorated from that of the 
previous month (fair) and was not normal compared to a normal season of the year. All the 
livelihood zones had deteriorating quality of pasture and browse. 

 The average distance grazing areas increased to 5.8 km from 4.7 km that of the previous 
month due to decreased amounts of rain thus also decreasing browse and pasture slightly. 
Pastoral- all species livelihood zone cover more distances to grazing points (6.9 km) an 
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increase from last month’s and more than Irrigated cropping (3.7 km), previous month was 
(3.0 km) and Agro-pastoral (6.8) last month was (4.9 km) as livelihood zones comparison.  

 
 OCTOBER 2013 NOVEMBER 2013 DECEMBER 2013 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE DISTANCE TO 
GRAZING AREA. 

DISTANCE TO 
GRAZING AREA. 

DISTANCE TO 
GRAZING AREA. 

AGROPASTORAL 7.0 4.9 6.8 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 3.3 3.0 3.7 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 6.2 6.2 6.9 

AVERAGE 5.5 4.7 5.8 

 
1.3 Water Sources & Availability 

 During the last four weeks the water availability decreased in all the livelihood zones due 
to decreased rainfall in a number of places. 

 The water sources currently in use are Natural Rivers, Pans & Dams and Traditional river 
wells, springs, Boreholes, ponds and Lakes. The water situation (quantity) decreased in all 
livelihood zones from that of the previous month. This is normal compared to the same 
month in a normal year. 

 Distance to the nearest water source during the month increased to an average of 3.0 an 
increase of 0.3 km from 2.7 km that of the previous month for most of the households. The 
distances to the nearest water source are below normal compared to the same month in a 
normal year. Agro pastoral livelihood zone households cover more distances (3.3 km) to 
access water than for Irrigated cropping livelihood zone (2.6 km) and Pastoral all species 
(2.6 km). 

 
 OCTOBER 2013 NOVEMBER 2013 DECEMBER 2013 

 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE DISTANCE TO 
NEAREST WATER 
SOURCE. 

DISTANCE TO 
NEAREST WATER 
SOURCE. 

DISTANCE TO 
NEAREST WATER 
SOURCE. 

AGROPASTORAL 3.3 2.6 3.3 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 2.7 3 3 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 2.7 2.5 2.6 

AVERAGE 2.9 2.7 3.0 

 
1.4 Emerging Issues 

 Insecurity in Kiserian, Akoret and Kapedo. 

 Livestock diseases on the increase Kollowa, Kinyach, Tangulbei, Kaptuiya, Churo areas. 

 Scarcity of food in Katikit, Kinyach and Yatya. 

 Leeches in Maron and residents request for spring protection. 

1.1.1 Insecurity/ Conflict/ Human displacement 

 There were conflicts reported in Akoret in December. Gunfire was reported and the area 

has been unsafe since then. Kapau and Chemartas Community in Akoret requested for 

improved security in the area, they have requested this for a while now and seen no action 

so far. They are living in extreme fear for their lives. 



BARINGO EW BULLETIN, DECEMBER 2013 7 

 There were cattle raids reported in Kiserian, after the residents had raised an alarm about 

insecurity. 631 heads of cattle were stolen were stolen however no one died during the 

incident. 159 heads of cattle were recovered but 472 have not been recovered to date 

making it hard for young calves.  

 Residents request for increased security and surveillance however say that there is very 

slow response from the government. 

 There is tension in Mosuro area after intruders (raiders) were spotted again. 

 There may be increased insecurity/conflict and displacement due to migrations in search 

of greener pasture to areas around south Turkana. 

1.1.2 Migration 
 There has been some migration reported especially from Kollowa, Kapunyany, Kamurio, 

Akoret, Kinyach areas to Marakwet, Keiyo, Rimoi and Natibuel park for people around 
Kollowa and Kinyach.  

 From Kollowa, Kapunyany, Kamurio, Akoret, some people have moved with livestock to 
borders of Ngoron division, Ngaina, Turkana, Kainuk (Sarmach, Lotongot and Nasorot) and 
others to Mondi and corridors of the route to Chesawach, Turkana. 

 The migration is approximately 120 – 140 kilometers away. 

1.1.3 Other factors affecting livelihoods 

 Insecurity in Kiserian area have affected livelihoods because pastoralists lost their livestock 
(631 heads of cattle).  
 

1.5 Implications on Food Security 

 Destroyed road network by rains made it difficult for communities to access food from the 
markets thereby rising prices of transportation cost by high percentage hence high food 
commodity prices. 

 Livestock diseases has left a number of people with less livestock thus decreased livestock 
hence affecting the number of livestock that could be used to trade and buy food. 

 
2. Food Availability. 

2.1 Livestock Production 
2.1.1 Livestock body condition 

 Livestock health is fair but has started deteriorating in areas like Maron, Akoret, Katikit, 
Kinyach there are however many reported cases of livestock diseases and people are 
losing livestock in large numbers. Small stock body condition is fair in all the livelihood 
zones owing to slightly fair though deteriorating browse & pasture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1.2 Livestock diseases 
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DISEASE 

 
AREAS REPORTED 

 
ANIMALS 
AFFECTED 

 
LIVESTOCK 
LOST 

1. CCPP Katikit, Orus, Sibiloi and Kipkata 
locations – Yatya, Endao 

Goats and 
Sheep. 

 

2. PPR Orus, Katikit, Yatya and Endao Goats, Sheep 
and cattle. 

 

3. ECF Yatya, Kaptuiya, Kollowa, Kinyach Cattle  

4. Lumpy skin Maron Camel  

5. Lung Disease Maron Camel 2 

6. Red water Maron Cattle 1 

7. Diarhoea Koloa Goats 35 

8. Leeches Maron Cows  

 

 There are a number of animals being lost especially in Kollowa, Kaptuya and Churo due to 
reported cases of ECF. This was also noted in the lower parts of the county Elgeyo 
Marakwet, it has already to Kinyach and kollowa considering that the animals interact 
during grazing and at watering points. They requested for restocking because of livestock 
lost. 

 Ngaina, Losikiriamoi and Kapedo East also experience livestock diseases as the hazard that 
is seriously affecting them and would like this addressed. 

 Residents of the said places requested to have cattle dips revived in Tebelekwo, Kolowa 
and Kaptuya. Veterinary department need to step up support to the livestock health sub 
sector through vaccinations and treatment of livestock. In particular, more efforts should 
be directed to investigate cases of ECF that has claimed lots of livestock and PPR & CCPP 
outbreak killing goats & sheep in the county as a whole. 

 
2.1.3 Milk production 

 Milk production is highest in pastoral zone with 365 (750 ml bottles) compared to 88 (750 
ml bottles) in agro pastoral, a decrease from last month’s production of 421 (750 ml 
bottles) in the pastoral livelihood zone and an increase in the agro pastoral livelihood zone 
from 81 (750 ml bottles) to 88 (750 ml bottles). This is attributed to pasture and browse in 
the said areas which has started decreasing in some areas and poor/reduced rainfall in all 
livelihood zones. 
 
 OCTOBER 2013 NOVEMBER 2013 DECEMBER 2013 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE PRODUCTION  
(750 ml) Bottles 

PRODUCTION  
(750 ml) Bottles 

PRODUCTION  
(750 ml) Bottles 

AGROPASTORAL 81 70 88 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 0 0 0 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 385 421 365 

AVERAGE 233 245.5 226.5 

 
2.2 Crop production 
2.2.1 Timeliness & status of crop 
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 Crop has been harvested in the three livelihood zones.  
 

2.2.2 Pest and diseases 

 There were no pests and diseases since it is harvesting time, however it was noted that 

harvest was low because of diseases experienced early in the season. 

2.2.3 Harvest 

 A number of places are through with harvesting. This is normal compared to a normal year 
in the season, however, there was poor harvest in small acreage farms (Subsistence). 
 

2.2.4 Implications on food security 

 Milk production at household is still low and may place the health of the under-five year’s 
children at risk. Supplementary foods need to be given to the young children continuously 
to improve the nutritional status. 

 Some crops were affected by reduced rainfall (in some places especially pastoral livelihood 
zone) and this has affected the harvest and stock levels at household level. 

 
3. Access to Food 

3.1 Livestock marketing 
3.1.1 Cattle prices (From household level) 
 

 OCTOBER 2013 NOVEMBER 2013 DECEMBER 2013 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE AVERAGE PRICE OF 
CATTLE 

AVERAGE PRICE OF 
CATTLE 

AVERAGE PRICE OF 
CATTLE 

AGROPASTORAL 25,313 25,313 25,000 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 0 0 0 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 15,436 15,436 17,112 

AVERAGE 20,374 20,374 21,056 

 

 
 

N = 450 HH 
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 The average price of cattle showed an increase of from Kshs. 20, 374 in November to Kshs 
21,056 in December. The price increase was attributed to improved markets. The price 
was higher than the long term mean by 110.31 % as shown on the graph. 

 Agro Pastoral livelihood zone had the highest average cattle price of Kshs. 25, 000 owing to 
easier access to markets. Market prices have also improved because of better security 
hence buyers are able to come to Marigat and Nginyang which are the main livestock 
markets. Pastoral all species livelihood zone had the lowest average price of Kshs. 17,112. 
The cattle price is above normal at this time of the year.  

 

1.1.2 Goats price (From household level) 

 
 OCTOBER 2013  NOVEMBER 2013 DECEMBER 2013 

 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE AVERAGE PRICE 
OF GOAT. 

AVERAGE PRICE OF 
GOAT. 

AVERAGE PRICE 
OF GOAT. 

AGROPASTORAL 2936 3496 3498 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 0 0 0 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 2390 2337.7 2480 

AVERAGE 2663 2916.75 2989 

 
 

 
 

N = 450 HH 

 The average goat price increased from Kshs. 2,917 in November to Kshs. 2,989 in 
December showing appreciation. The increase is attributed to improved markets due to 
improved security. The price is above the long term mean by 69.92 %. 

 Agro pastoral livelihood zone had the highest average price of Kshs. 3,498 due to 
availability of external buyers in this zone while pastoral-all species livelihood zone had the 
lowest price average of Kshs. 2,480 partly owing to unstable markets in parts of the 
Pastoral all species livelihood zones. The prices are above normal at this time of the year. 
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3.1.3 Sheep prices (From household level) 
 

 OCTOBER 2013 
 

NOVEMBER 2013 DECEMBER 2013 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE AVERAGE PRICE OF 
SHEEP  

AVERAGE PRICE OF 
SHEEP  

AVERAGE PRICE OF 
SHEEP 

AGROPASTORAL 2,112 2470 2594 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 0 0 0 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 2,371 2397.2 2340 

AVERAGE 2,211 2433.6 2467 

 
 
N = 450 HH 

 The average sheep price increased from Kshs. 2,434 in November to Kshs. 2,467 in 
December showing appreciation. The price increase was attributed to improved markets. 
The price was higher than the long term mean by 63.9 %.  

 Agro pastoral livelihood zone had the highest average price of Kshs 2,594.0 while Pastoral 
all species livelihood zone had the lowest price of Kshs 2,340. The prices are above 
normal at this time of the year. 

 
3.1.4 Camel prices (The animal is rarely sold and only reared in pastoral livelihood zone) 
 

 Pastoral- all species livelihood zone is the only livelihood zone that normally has sales in 
camels. There was no sale recorded in December. 

 
3.2 Livestock sales 

 The volume of livestock sales decreased compared to the previous month apart from 
sheep that increased. Cattle, Goats, Sheep and Poultry were the main livestock offered for 
sale at the markets. 34 Cows, 323 goats and 41 sheep were sold in December compared to 
last month’s 37 Cows, 331 goats and 36 sheep sold. 

 Pastoral all species livelihood zone had the highest sales as they have livestock as their 
main source of livelihood while Irrigated cropping livelihood zone had the lowest sales 
owing to fewer livestock in this zone. The level of sales is normal at this time of the year. 
 



BARINGO EW BULLETIN, DECEMBER 2013 12 

NOVEMBER 
LIVELIHOOD 
ZONE 

NUMBER OF 
CATTLE SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
SHEEP SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
GOATS SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
CAMELS SOLD 

 
TOTAL 

 
AGROPASTORAL 

 
13 

 
14 

 
84 

 
0 

 
111 

IRRIGATED 
CROPPING 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

PASTORAL - ALL 
SPECIES 

 
24 

 
22 

 
247 

 
0 

 
293 

TOTAL 37 36 331 0 404 

 
DECEMBER 

LIVELIHOOD 
ZONE 

NUMBER OF 
CATTLE SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
SHEEP SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
GOATS SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
CAMELS SOLD 

 
TOTAL 

 
AGROPASTORAL 

17 24 94 0 135 

IRRIGATED 
CROPPING 

0 0 0 0 0 

PASTORAL - ALL 
SPECIES 

17 17 229 0 263 

TOTAL 34 41 323 0 398 

 
3.3 Milk consumption 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE MILK CONSUMPTION 
- OCTOBER 

MILK CONSUMPTION 
- NOVEMBER 

MILK CONSUMPTION 
- DECEMBER 

AGROPASTORAL 73 64 80 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 0 0 0 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 357 383 331 

AVERAGE 215 223.5 205.5 

 
Milk consumption by household members increased in Agro pastoral and decreased in 
Pastoral all species livelihood zone apart from irrigated livelihood zone where 
consumption was at 0. The average consumption decreased from an average of 223.5 
bottles to 205.5 bottles. The decrease is attributed to reduced amount of milk despite this 
being the calving season, however, there were fewer births in December compared to 
November. Milk consumption is highest in pastoral zone at 331 bottles compared to 80 in 
agro pastoral, a decrease from last month’s consumption of 383 bottles in the pastoral 
livelihood zone and an increase in the agro pastoral livelihood zone from 64 bottles to 80 
bottles. 

 Milk consumption by household members at sentinel sites increased from 35 bottles per 
household to 36 bottles per household.  
 

CALVING AT HOUSEHOLD LEVEL. 
NOVEMBER 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE CATTLE BIRTHS CAMEL BIRTHS GOAT BIRTHS  SHEEP BIRTHS  

AGROPASTORAL 28 0 125 24 177 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 9 0 12 32 53 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 148 33 1078 279 1538 

TOTAL 185 33 1215 335 1768 
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DECEMBER 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE CATTLE BIRTHS CAMEL BIRTHS GOAT BIRTHS  SHEEP BIRTHS  

AGROPASTORAL 48 0 232 54 334 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 9 0 23 32 64 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 102 11 1047 279 1439 

TOTAL 159 11 1302 365 1837 

 
 
3.4 Crop prices (Market prices) 
3.4.1 Maize 
 

 
 
N = 450 HH 
 

 OCTOBER 2013 NOVEMBER 2013 DECEMBER 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE AVERAGE PRICE OF 
MAIZE 

AVERAGE PRICE OF 
MAIZE 

AVERAGE PRICE OF 
MAIZE 

AGROPASTORAL 41.6 36.1 35 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 32.5 36.7 36.7 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 45.7 48.6 51.8 

AVERAGE 40 41 41.2 

 

 The average maize price per Kg during the month was Kshs 41. It remained constant as 
that of the previous month. The average price was more than the long term mean by 
20.6 %. 

 Erratic supply of Maize to the local markets from Agro- pastoralists within the project 
area and also neighboring districts and dilapidated roads is the cause of high prices. 

 Pastoral-all species livelihood zone had the highest average price of Kshs. 51.8 owing to 
erratic accessibility of the commodity in the local markets, due to bad roads while Agro 
pastoral livelihood zone had the lowest price of Kshs. 35.0 owing to easy accessibility of 
the commodity in the local markets. The average maize price per kg is above normal 
compared to this time in a normal year.  
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3.4.2 Posho (maize meal) 
 OCTOBER 2013 NOVEMBER 2013 DECEMBER 2013 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE AVERAGE PRICE OF POSHO AVERAGE PRICE OF 
POSHO 

AVERAGE PRICE OF 
POSHO 

AGROPASTORAL 50 50 47.2 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 37.5 41.7 41.7 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 48.8 53.7 55.7 

AVERAGE 45.30 48.5 48.2 

 
 

 
 
N = 450 HH 

 The average price of Posho per Kg during the month was Kshs 48, No change from that of 
the previous month. The price was however above the long term mean by 26.3 %. 

 Posho average prices were highest in the Pastoral all species livelihood zone (Kshs 55.7) 
due to erratic availability of maize in the local markets while it was lowest in Irrigated 
cropping livelihood zone where it retailed for (Kshs 41.7) owing to accessing the 
commodity easily in the local markets. The price of Posho is above normal compared to 
this time in a normal year. 

 

3.4.3 Beans price (market price) 
 

 OCTOBER 2013 NOVEMBER 2013 DECEMBER 2013 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE AVERAGE PRICE OF 
BEANS 

AVERAGE PRICE OF BEANS AVERAGE PRICE OF 
BEANS 

AGROPASTORAL 97.8 94.4 106.7 

IRRIGATED CROPPING 85.0 90 86.7 

PASTORAL - ALL SPECIES 99.30 102.5 99.2 

AVERAGE 94.00 96.00 97.5 
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 The average price of beans per kg during the month was Kshs 97.50 Kshs 1.50 more than 
that of the previous month. The average price increased due to reduced supply of the 
food commodity in the markets. The price was more than the long term mean by 21.9 %. 

 Beans prices were highest in the Agro Pastoral all species livelihood zone (Kshs. 106.7) 
due to erratic availability of the commodity in the local markets while it was lowest in the 
Irrigated cropping livelihood zone (Kshs. 86.7) owing to stable availability of the 
commodity in the local markets. Beans prices are above normal compared to this time in 
a normal year. 

 

 
N = 480 HH 

3.5 Income 
3.5.1 Main source of income 
 

 The average daily wage rate per casual for the month was Kshs. 148, Kshs. 2 less than that 
of the previous month.  

 Agro pastoral livelihood zone had the highest wage rate of Kshs 168, while Pastoral 
livelihood zone had the lowest wage rate of Kshs 128. 

 Most of the trade in charcoal, wood products and petty trading was recorded in Pastoral- 
all species livelihood zone, this reflects unavailability substantial income from livestock for 
the households in this zone as much as they are more involved in sale of livestock as a 
source of income compared to the other livelihood zones. 
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 N = 480 HH 
 
 
 

3.5.2 Livestock income 
There wasn’t a very big change in income from Livestock sales income compared to that of last 
month. It increased from 42% to 46%. Pastoral-all species livelihood zone had the highest 
livestock income due to high number of animals sold in the markets, while it was lowest in 
Irrigated cropping livelihood zone owing to reduced activity following a recent closure of the 
livestock market due to an outbreak of foot and mouth disease. Irrigated livelihood zone also 
have few animals and don’t sell them often. 
 

NOVEMBER 2013 

LIVELIHOOD 
ZONE 

NUMBER OF 
CATTLE SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
SHEEP SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
GOATS SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
CAMELS SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
ANIMALS SOLD 

AGROPASTORAL 13 14 84 0 111 

IRRIGATED 
CROPPING 

0 0 0 0 0 

PASTORAL - ALL 
SPECIES 

24 22 247 0  
293 

TOTAL 37 36 331 0 404 

 
DECEMBER 2013 

LIVELIHOOD 
ZONE 

NUMBER OF 
CATTLE SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
SHEEP SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
GOATS SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
CAMELS SOLD 

NUMBER OF 
ANIMALS SOLD 

AGROPASTORAL 17 24 94 0 135 

IRRIGATED 
CROPPING 

0 0 0 0 0 

PASTORAL - ALL 
SPECIES 

17 17 229 0 263 

TOTAL 34 41 323 0 398 
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 3.5.3 Other sources of income 

 Sale of honey and fish was the other sources of income during the month with approximately 
a fraction of the household’s members sampled engaged as fishermen around Lake Baringo 
(Komolion community), Tangulbei division and honey sellers in a wide area of the three 
livelihood zones.  

 
3.6 Terms of trade (cereal - meat price ratio % - purchasing power) - (market based) 

 
 

N = 480 HH 

 

 Terms of trade was below the long-term mean by 36.1 %. The price ratio was highest in 
Pastoral all species livelihood zone (58%) an increase from the previous month’s by 2%. 
This is due to an improvement in prices of animals offered, compared to prices to 
purchase cereals.  

 
3.7 Implications on food security 

The improved prices of livestock offered has improved peoples purchasing power. This is 
improving the asset level of the pastoralists through fewer number of animals sold to 
purchase food hence improving stability to household food security. However Pastoral-all 
species livelihood zone needs a particular attention owing to low animal prices obtained 
compared to high prices incurred to purchase cereals. 

 
4. Utilization of Food 

4.1 Nutrition status (children at risk of getting malnutrition) 
 

 The average November MUAC level was 13.1, 1.7% less than that of November. This 
therefore means that the nutritional status of the children shown by the percentage, in the 
sampled areas improved during the month. This is however a very slight decrease and is 
the opposite expectation when linked to milk production since there was a slight decrease 
in milk production and consumption and reducing availability of food at the household 
level. The level of malnutrition was below the long term mean at this time of the year as 
shown by the current MUAC < 135 as a percentage.  
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 Kinyach, Komolion, Kapenguria, Endao and Kaptuiya had the highest number of 
malnutrition cases in December with Kinyach 30.2%, with 52 children, Komolion 27.7% = 
41 children, Kapenguria 25.3% = 38 children, Endao 23.3% = 27 children, Kaptuiya 18.5% = 
25 children. Children with MUAC levels below 125 mm. 1. 1. KATIKIT – 6 = 4%, 2. ENDAO – 
1 = 0.9%, 3. KOMOLION – 7 = 4.7%, 4. KAPTUYA – 1=0.7%, 5. KOLOA – 2 = 1.3%. 
 

 

  
 
N = 2,043 children 

 
4.2 Health 

 Increase in number of Malaria cases. 

 Cases of dehydration among people increased. 

 Poor sanitation and hygiene levels need to be addressed. 

4.3 Flagged areas 

 Insecurity/ conflict. 

 Sentinel sites with high MUAC levels which is an indication of Nutritional levels that need 

to be addressed. 

 Deteriorating state of roads has become a hazard especially during rainy season. 

 Poor sanitation and hygiene levels need to be addressed. 

 Due to late rains early in the year, Crops diseases and flooding in some parts harvest has 

been low and has had negative effect on some households as regards food security. 

5. Current intervention measures 
5.1 Non-food interventions 

  

5.2 Food aid 
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5.3 Other coping strategies 

 The coping mechanisms employed by the vulnerable population cutting across all the 
livelihood zones during the month were borrowing food from relatives, Reduction in size 
of meals & skipping some, purchase food on credit and performing casual labour & petty 
trade. This was employed by 50% of the sampled households while only 46 % of the 
households sold their livestock. Compared to the previous month, the number of people 
selling livestock increased by 4%. 

 
6. Recommendations 
i. There is need for constant field monitoring of the progression of the drought cycle. 

ii. There is need for technical support for communities in flooded areas towards adoption of 

water treatment for domestic use. Point of use water treatment chemicals should also be 

availed to the communities with relevant health extension messages disseminated.  

 Residents in conflict/ cattle rustling prone areas need more security personnel deployed 

especially at a time when there may be increased conflict for resources like water and 

especially grazing land. Residents request for increased security and surveillance however 

say that there is very slow response from the government. 

iii. There is need to monitor livestock diseases and increase vaccination interventions. 

 
 
 
 
Warning Stages 

 
NORMAL: Environmental, Livestock and pastoral welfare indicators show no unusual 

fluctuations and remain in the expected seasonal range. 
 
ALERT:   Environmental indicators show unusual fluctuations outside expected seasonal 

ranges.  This occurs within the entire district, or within localized regions; 
           OR: Asset levels of households are still too low to provide an adequate subsistence 

level and vulnerability to food insecurity is still high. 
 
ALARM: Environmental and livestock/agricultural indicators fluctuate outside expected 

seasonal ranges, affecting the local economy.  This condition occurs in most parts of 
the district, and directly and indirectly threatens food security of pastoralists and/or 
agro-pastoralists. 

 
EMERGENCY:  All indicators are fluctuating outside normal ranges.  Local production systems are 

collapsed as well as the dominant economy within the district.  This situation affects 
the asset status and purchasing power of the population to an extent that welfare 
levels have been seriously worsened resulting in famine threat. 
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