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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
 
 
OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of people 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

Received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

DEV 200243: Country 

Programme 

Bangladesh  

Jan 2012 – 

Dec 2016 

4,321,645 

 
372,841,052 177,567,206 48% 25,847,454 

USA, Multilateral 

Donors, Japan, 

EU, Australia 

PRRO 200673: 

Assistance to 

Refugees from 

Myanmar 

Jul 2014 –

Dec 2015 
33,000 8,923,275 3,679,065 41% 2,582,588 USA, Australia 

*February-July 2015 

 
Summary of WFP assistance: WFP partners with the Government of Bangladesh to reduce extreme poverty, 
enhance food security and nutrition, and reduce vulnerability to recurrent shocks through a Country Programme and 
a Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO). The Country Programme is designed to improve the long-term 
food security of ultra-poor households and the nutritional situation of women and children in the poorest and most 
food insecure rural areas and urban slums. It will assist more than 4 million people in 15 prioritised districts over five 
years (2012-2016) and consists of four components which are aligned with the Government's national priorities: (i) 
improving maternal and child nutrition (IMCN); (ii) increasing school attendance and school attentiveness through 
school feeding; (iii) enhancing resilience to natural disasters and the effects of climate change (ER); and (iv) 
strengthening government safety nets. 
 
The objective of the PRRO is to improve the food security and nutrition of 33,000 refugees from Myanmar through 
three activities: (i) general food assistance through biometrically coded electronic vouchers; (ii) supplementary 
feeding; and (iii) school feeding.  
 
In response to an urgent need for humanitarian assistance following a devastating flood in the northwest (August 
2014), WFP Bangladesh provided immediate food assistance and unconditional mobile phone cash transfers to poor 
flood affected women and their families. 
  
WFP activities under the Country Programme and PRRO contributed to the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) by contributing to eradicating extreme poverty and hunger (MDG1), achieving universal primary 
education (MDG2), promoting gender equality and empowering women (MDG3), reducing child mortality (MDG4) and 
improving maternal health (MDG5). 
 
WFP leads the Logistics Cluster, co-leads the Food Security Cluster with FAO, and is an active contributor in all other 
humanitarian clusters in Bangladesh. WFP also co-leads the Local Consultative Group on Disaster and Emergency 
Response (DER) with the Ministry of Disaster Management. 

 

WFP aims to achieve significant gains in reducing hunger 
and undernutrition in the coming years by implementing and 
developing—through effective partnerships—innovative 
nutrition and hunger solutions and responding to 
emergencies. 
 
To underpin the ambitious development agenda of the 
Government of Bangladesh, WFP focuses on enhancing the 
Government’s safety net programmes and on mainstreaming 
nutrition. WFP’s interventions are geographically directed to 
areas of greatest food insecurity and vulnerability, 
increasingly to urban slum areas. 
  
WFP has been present in Bangladesh since 1974. 

A disabled woman, who was affected by flooding, receives unconditional  

cash from WFP. 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
 

WFP cooperates closely with the Government, NGOs and communities. Fruitful collaboration with the Government is 
essential for WFP’s success and evidenced by the close partnerships established with the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, Ministry of Women and Children Affairs, Ministry of Primary and Mass Education, Ministry of Disaster Management 
and Relief, Ministry of Planning and the Ministry of Food. WFP works closely with other United Nations agencies, including 
UNHCR, IFAD, FAO, UNDP, UNICEF, and WHO. WFP also hosts the Renewed Efforts Against Child Hunger and 
Undernutrition (REACH) initiative in Bangladesh, with a view to strengthening partnerships for multi-sectoral nutrition 
interventions. WFP Bangladesh’s active engagement in the Logistics Cluster, the Food Security Cluster and other clusters 
has proven advantageous in emergency responses. The majority of WFP’s programmes are implemented at field level by 
national and international NGOs. Within a strategic partnership framework, WFP and BRAC collaborate on school feeding 
and nutrition.  
 
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Bangladesh faces high poverty and undernutrition rates, aggravated 
by frequent natural disasters and high population density. It is 
ranked 142 of 187 countries on the Human Development Index 
(2014). Despite important economic progress, the country remains 
highly food insecure. The high prevalence of early marriage and 
undernutrition in mothers and adolescent girls contributes to the 
cycle of undernutrition. The prevalence of anaemia is 64 percent in 
children 6–23 months and 46 percent in pregnant and lactating 
women. The countrywide prevalence of chronic undernutrition in 
children under five years indicates an alarming situation, with 41 
percent of them stunted. Moreover, the acute undernutrition rate is 
above 15 percent. 

Despite considerable progress in overall school enrolment and 
gender parity in primary and secondary education, primary school 
dropouts, particularly children from ultra-poor households, is a 
major concern. An estimated 3.3 million out of 20 million primary 
school aged children remain out of school. 

Bangladesh is prone to frequent disasters with cyclones, flooding, 
droughts and river erosion. Both natural and manmade shocks have 
a significant impact on the ultra-poor due to their dependence on 
agriculture, limited savings and economic coping mechanisms, chronic undernutrition and limited alternative livelihood 
options. 

Bangladesh is also hosting a long-staying refugee population from Myanmar. About 32,500 refugees who have lived in 
camps since 1992 receive food assistance. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 In August, a devastating flood affected nearly two million people in 

northwestern Bangladesh. In October and November, WFP provided 

unconditional mobile phone cash transfers of 9,000 Tk (about USD 116) to 

19,463 flood-affected poor women and their families, supporting almost 

100,000 people. 

 WFP is pleased that the Government, in line with WFP’s country strategy, is 

allocating funds to take over programmes from WFP, scaling up school feeding 

and enhancing the Vulnerable Group Development (VGD) programme.  

 In August, under the PRRO, WFP introduced the SCOPE FoodCard, an electronic 

smartcard, to deliver food assistance to 32,500 registered refugees from 

Myanmar living in two refugee camps in the Cox’s Bazar district. The FoodCard, 

which has been well accepted by beneficiaries, provides greater choice and 

variety in terms of food.  

 WFP engages with IFPRI on the Transfer Modality Research Initiatives project 

that examines the income, food security and nutrition effects of food and cash 

transfers in combination with nutrition-related behaviour change 

communication. The results are encouraging and are expected to enhance 

safety net and rural livelihoods interventions.  

 The first-ever, statistically valid, undernutrition maps of Bangladesh at Upazila 

(sub-district) level were launched in November. 

  

  

 The Country Programme faces 

a funding shortfall of USD 54 

million for 2015, and the 

current shortfall for the PRRO 

is USD 4.8 million for 2015. If 

the necessary financial means 

are not raised, it will 

significantly affect the ability of 

the country office to 

implement activities as 

planned with negative 

consequences on related 

nutrition, food security and 

education outcomes. 

 

 Political tension and strikes 

(hartals) in Bangladesh have 

disrupted distributions, 

cancelled field missions and 

limited staff movement. 
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