
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
7,807 mt of food assistance 

distributed 

US$ 5.2 m cash-based transfers made 

US$ 48.3 m six months (December 

2019-May 2020) net funding 

requirements, of which US$ 44.7 m is 

for the Cox’s Bazar L2 Emergency 

Response 

1.1 m people assisted  

in November 2019 

Operational Context 

Bangladesh is poised to transition into a middle-income 

country by 2020 and is making significant advances in the 

nutrition and food security front. According to the World 

Economic League Table, Bangladesh is set to enter the top 

25 economies by 2033.  

Facing critical levels of poverty and undernutrition, 

exacerbated by high population density, Bangladesh strives 

to continue with consistent socio-economic growth in the 

future. Prevalence of child marriage, adolescent 

pregnancies and undernutrition in mothers and adolescent 

girls are considerable impediments to these goals. This is 

compounded by high rates of stunting in children under the 

age of five that is a perceptible hindrance to achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals in Bangladesh. 

WFP has been present in Bangladesh since 1974, and 

transitioned to a Country Strategic Plan (CSP) in April 2017. 

The CSP reinforces WFP’s commitment to strengthening the 

capacities of government counterparts, providing food 

assistance in emergencies, and creating evidence on 

innovative approaches to resilience.  

Furthermore, in response to the unprecedented influx of the 

Rohingya population in August 2017, the CSP was amended 

to facilitate WFP’s tailored response to the refugee crisis in 

Cox’s Bazar. Presently, WFP is providing food and nutrition 

assistance to over 880,000 refugees besides implementing a 

range of livelihood programmes for both the host and 

refugee communities. 

 

 

 2017 Human Development Index: 136 

out of 189 

Chronic malnutrition: 36% of children 

between 6-59 months 

Population: 165 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Operational Updates 

• In November, WFP assisted 846,141 refugees with 

integrated food assistance. Of these, 396,099 

refugees received in-kind food distributions, while 

450,042 refugees received e-vouchers to exchange 

for up to 20 food items at e-voucher outlets in the 

camps.   

• WFP observed 16 Days of Activism against Gender-

based Violence with events to raise awareness and 

initiate action amongst beneficiaries and staff. This 

included highlighting on Twitter what gender 

equality means to WFP staff. This also included 

participating in (and winning) a UN cooking 

competition for male staff called ‘Mister Chef UN’. 

 

• WFP submitted its appeal for the 2020 Joint 

Response Plan requesting US$ 241 million targeting 

978,394 beneficiaries. The Joint Response Plan will 

be a one-year project document covering the 

humanitarian response in Cox’s Bazar for refugees 

and the host community population. 

 

• WFP Goodwill Ambassador Ms Hend Sabry visited 

WFP operations in Cox’s Bazar on 14 November to 

advocate for Rohingya Refugees. She also spoke 

further on her experiences in an interview with 

radio Colours FM 101.6. 

• In early November, Cyclone Bulbul hit northern 

Bangladesh. The coastal areas (Cox’s Bazar and 

Chittagong Port) received heavy rainfall before the 

cyclone made landfall. While no severe damage was 

reported in the refugee camps, WFP was on standby 

to assist the Government in its response.  

• The Government has started installing barbed-wire 

fencing, guard towers and cameras around the 

Rohingya refugee camps. The movement of 

Rohingya refugees to and from the crowded Cox’s 

Bazar camps is already severely restricted, with 

families unable to earn a livelihood and children 

unable to receive a higher education. These new 

measures are likely to lead to further restrictions. 

The move comes amid growing security concerns 

and pressure from the Government for repatriation. 

WFP operations have not been affected by these 

new measures. 

Contact info: Nusrat Anwar (Reports Officer): nusrat.anwar@wfp.org  

Country Director and Representative: Richard Ragan 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/bangladesh 

Photo Credit: WFP Bangladesh/Mehedi Rahman 
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WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2017-2021) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

969.12 m 583.38 m 48.34 m 

 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 1: Vulnerable groups in rural and urban settings are  

supported by enhanced national actions to improve their nutrition indicators  

in line with the national targets by 2020.  

Focus area: Root causes 

 Activities:  

• Technical assistance and advocacy to enhance the food security  

and nutrition impact of selected safety nets. 

• Technical assistance and advocacy for improved nutrition.  

• Technical assistance and advocacy for scaling up post-harvest  

rice fortification.  

• Policy advice and technical assistance to scale-up school feeding  

Strategic Result 1: Access to Food  

Strategic Outcome 2:  The most vulnerable population of Cox’s Bazar, the 

Chittagong Hill Tracts and disaster-stricken areas have enhanced food security 

and nutrition.  

Focus area: Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Deliver an integrated assistance package in Cox’s Bazar.  

• Deliver an integrated assistance package in Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

• Deliver food assistance in emergencies 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable  

Strategic Outcome 3: Innovative approaches to enhance the resilience of food 

insecure households exposed to climate-related shocks and stresses are 

validated by 2020. 

Focus area: Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Evidence creation on innovative approaches to enhance resilience. 

• Implement the Nobo Jatra programme.  

Strategic Result 5: Countries have strengthened capacity to implement the 

SDG.  

Strategic Outcome 4: The humanitarian response system for large-scale 

natural disasters in Bangladesh can respond with reduced cost and lead time.  

Focus area:  Resilience  

Activities:  

• Capacity strengthening for emergency response.  

• Lead the logistics cluster and co-lead the food-security cluster.  

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise, technology, strengthen 

global partnership to support country efforts to achieve the SDG  

Strategic Outcome 5: Humanitarian and development partners in Bangladesh 

have access to reliable services in the areas of supply chain and emergency 

telecommunication during crisis.  

Focus area: Crisis response 

• Coordinate the LS/C and provide efficient common logistics services 

to support the humanitarian community’s response. 

• Coordinate the ETS/C and provide efficient common services to 

support the humanitarian community response.  

• Site Maintenance and Engineering Project (SMEP).  
•  

 

Monitoring 

• Torquent dapibus curae; sociosqu odio commodo Porta 

integer, penatibus mollis erat sollicitudin neque cras augue 

Operational Updates continued 

• WFP organized field visits for 40 trainee officers from 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 5 November in Cox’s 

Bazar. The field visit served as an introduction to WFP 

humanitarian programme in Cox’s Bazar. 

• WFP also organized field visits for representatives from 

Canada, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland, 

and the United States to provide an overview and 

understanding of the needs for the ongoing operations 

in Cox’s Bazar.   

• The Ministry of Primary and Mass Education organized a 

national workshop, titled, ‘Systems Approach for Better 

Education Result (SABER) School Feeding,’ on 19 

November with support from WFP. This included 100 

high-level officials from several government agencies, 

UN agencies, NGOs, and the SUN Business Network. At 

this workshop, the Government committed to achieving 

universal coverage for pre-primary and primary schools, 

increasing the number of children reached from 3 

million presently to 16.8 million by 2024. The workshop 

also validated early findings on capacity to implement 

the National School Meals Policy 2019. 

 

• The Resilience Innovation Unit, along with its technical 

partner Oxfam, are exploring potential microfinance 

institutions, companies, and local government 

stakeholders, to design and implement an index-based 

climate insurance product in the riverine areas of 

Bangladesh. The objective is to integrate risk transfer 

solutions that can benefit the smallholder farmers and 

the most vulnerable households directly or indirectly. 

Monitoring 

• WFP Bangladesh received 338 calls to its hotline in 

November, of which 120 callers were women. More than 

43 per cent of the inquiries and complaints were related 

to cash-based transfers and delayed food distributions.  

Voices from the community 

Thanks to WFP e-vouchers, Romida has the freedom to 

choose which food items she would like to purchase in 

supporting her six family members. 

“I was very happy to have shifted to the e-vouchers as it gives 

me the freedom to choose. I can choose from a wide range of 

food products such as eggs, dried fish, fresh vegetables, and 

even chillies. Before registering, I only cooked rice and lentils for 

my kids every day. But now, I can do many more dishes!”  

- Romida 

Major Donors 

Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Denmark, European Union, 

France, Germany, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, 

Qatar, Republic of Korea, Switzerland, Thailand, United Arab 

Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, the United States of America, and Vietnam. 

Contributions were also received from UN CERF, UN Pooled 

Funds, Multilateral and Private Donors.  

 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

