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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Cereal production in 2018 estimated to have fallen 
from previous year’s high level 

 Prices of food declined moderately on yearly basis 
as of August 2018 

 Food insecurity worsens in 2018 due to lower cereal 
output 

Cereal production declined in 2018, but 
remained above average 

Cereal production, mainly maize and sorghum, is estimated to 
have declined, on a yearly basis, to 64 000 tonnes, down 
32 percent from the high output of 2017, but still well above 
average. The decrease was mainly caused by unfavourable 
weather conditions during the start of the year, a critical period for 
crop development, when reduced rains and higher-than-normal 
temperatures stunted crop growth. Improvements in weather 
conditions from late February helped crops recover and also led 
to a rejuvenation of pasture conditions. However, the mid-season 
dryness meant that estimated yields remained below the 
exceptional levels of 2017. 

Imports to rise, but cereal supplies forecast to 
remain satisfactory in 2018/19 

The country is a net importer of cereals with more than 
90 percent of the domestic cereal requirements satisfied by 
imports. Total cereal imports are expected to slightly rise in 
2018/19 and remain just below average, as larger opening cereal 
stocks, on account of the bumper 2017 output, curbed further 
increases in import requirements. 

Food prices fall moderately 
Food prices, measured by the food sub-index of the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI), were slightly down on a yearly basis as of 
August 2018. Despite higher prices of dairy products, fruits and 
vegetables, reduced prices of cereals and bread, which have the 
largest weight in the food sub-index, kept overall food prices 
lower. 

Reduced harvest aggravates food insecurity 

According to the Botswana Vulnerability Assessment Committee 
(BVAC), the number of people affected by food insecurity in 2018 
is estimated to have increased to approximately 35 000 people, 
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up from 12 000 in 2017. The increase is mostly reflective of the 
reduced cereal output in 2018, which mainly affected the food 
security situation of subsistence farmers. 
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