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Dying to bring life – the plight of

pregnant women in Africa

Africa has been winning media attention for boosting women's

representation in political life. Less noticed by many, it has been saving

more maternal lives too.

So while the continent now has two female presidents, the African Union

has a woman at its helm, and African women continue to pick up Nobel

prizes, giving birth in Africa has slowly become safer too.

Ten African countries cut their maternal mortality rates by more than 50

percent between 1990 and 2010, and are on the verge of achieving MDG

5. Between 1995 and 2010, Rwanda cut its maternal mortality rate by

nearly three quarters.

Healthy women, healthy mothers are the cornerstone of society. To

paraphrase the UN Secretary-General's global movement, Every Woman

Every Child, the health of women and their families is critical to almost

every MDG.

But Africa's progress is still not reaching enough women. Some 265,000

African women still die every year bringing new life into this world.

While a woman's lifetime risk of maternal mortality is 1 in 3800 in

developed countries, it is 1 in 150 in developing countries. Women in a

country like Niger have a 1 in 7 lifetime risk of dying in pregnancy or

childbirth.

In addition to pregnancy-related morning sickness and nausea, the

average African woman must face fear of complications, excruciating pain

and in some cases death, in their quest to experience the humbling and

self-fulfilling experience of motherhood.

In a region where value is placed on childbirth, too many women are

dying. Several factors can be attributed to this situation but ultimately the

underlying causes of maternal mortality are poverty and discrimination.

These and other issues hinder access to limited and in some cases

nonexistent health facilities and services. These issues can also make

access near impossible for pregnant women to receive the nutritious

foods and medicines they need.

The problem in Africa is not so much a failure to ratify treaties that oblige

States to provide social protection for mothers. The problem, as always, is

the political will to ensure implementation of these commitments.

We know that skilled care before, during, and after birth can make the

difference between life and death. Antenatal care has increased in many

countries over the past decade, but only 46 percent of women in

low-income countries benefit from skilled care during childbirth.

To improve maternal health, barriers that limit access to quality maternal

health services must be identified and addressed at national and local

level. Humanity has no excuse not to put in place measures to mitigate

Africa's maternal mortality. All stakeholders have a moral responsibility.

News Overview

On Tuesday 6 November, U.S. President Barack Obama won a second term

in office with a majority of the electoral vote. As many African leaders hail

the victory of President Obama, while calling on their citizens to emulate

the example of the Americans in preserving peace during elections,

analysts question what impact President Obama’s second term in office

would have on Africa.

Malawi's government has back-tracked on its decision to suspend arrests

of gay people, after churches in the strongly Christian country fiercely

criticised the move. Homosexuality is illegal in 36 African nations, and

Malawi's anti-gay laws have caused friction with Western donors, whose

assistance is crucial to propping up the economy of the impoverished

southern African nation.

Islamists ruling northern Mali announced that they are ready for peace

talks with the country's government as the threat of a military offensive

against them grows. The threat of that battle appears to have pushed the

group towards discussions with the administration in Bamako, the capital,

and a promise to stop the conflict.

Sudan’s President Omar al Bashir is set to visit South Sudan soon. With no

date set and despite the legal and moral dilemma that surrounds the visit

of Bashir to Juba, this visit is seen as a positive step toward building

confidence in the genuine implementation of the Addis Agreements as

well as finding a solution to the disputed and claimed border areas and

the final status of Abyei.

Election fever sweeps citizens as Sierra Leone heads to the polls on 17

November for its third election since the end of the brutal civil war that

became famous for its bloodshed. Whoever is chosen on 17 November

will be responsible for guiding the country through a critical stage in its

development.

Somali Prime Minister appoints Fauzia Yusuf Haji Adan as the country's

first female foreign minister.  It is the first time a woman has held such a

senior position in the conservative Muslim state. Haji Adan said her

nomination was a milestone for the women of Somalia. "It turns a new

page for the political situation of our country."

On Wednesday 7 November, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf received

France’s highest award and public distinction, the Grand Croix of the

Légion d’Honneur. President Sirleaf is the seventh woman living in the

class of Grand Cross and was honored for her actions in support of the

rights of women, in favor of peace in Liberia and for promoting stability,

progress and development in the Mano River Union.

“

No woman should die while giving life... It is important to

note that Maternal Mortality is not just the death of a

women – it is the death of a woman because she dared fall

pregnant! She becomes vulnerable to death because she is

trying to bring new life into this World!

Dr Pakishe Aaron Motsoaledi - Minister of Health, South

Africa

”

G8/G20 Update

CANADA

Canada welcomes appointment of new Libyan cabinet

Canada condemns attack at church in Northern Nigeria

CHINA

Africa becomes largest Chinese medicine export market

Chinese firm sets up railway technology training center in Nigeria

China has granted a 95 percent tariff discount to exports coming from

oil-rich Angola, officials said, after the signing of a new round of trade

deals

EU

EU offers € 1.18m to WTO programmes for developing countries

Norway becomes the fourth European country to suspend aid to Uganda

after $13 million in donor funds was found to have been embezzled

The EIB, Europe's long-term lending institution, and United Bank for Africa

(UBA) Plc earmark €50 million to help strengthen SMEs in Africa through

a regional funding initiative

GERMANY

Germany supports UNICEF with €1m to help child soldiers in Africa

JAPAN

The Japanese Government promises to support Mozambique in building

infrastructure and training staff for the exploitation of the country’s

mineral resources

UK

Britain is working with big business to help Africa's farmers get more of

their products onto the supermarket shelves of the UK and Europe

The High Level Panel on the Post 2015 Development Agenda concluded

its first set of meetings with a promise to work together to fight global

poverty and the aspiration to end extreme poverty within a lifetime

US

USAID Launches New Policy on Youth in Development 
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Multilateral Organizations

AFDB

Ghana and AfDB sign $135m financing agreements to enhance the

capacity of private sector institutions and to promote technical skills

development

AfDB to use Africa’s foreign reserves cash for infrastructure projects

AfDB to manage part of Africa’s $500bn foreign reserves

AU

UN-AU Envoy urges Sudanese government to 'swiftly' investigate events

in Sigili village

AU approves the deployment of election observer mission to three West

African nations

EAC

EAC to set rules for single currency in accordance with member states'

share capital in the bank

EAC told to ease food trade in region

EAC banks lose $49m to fraud in 18 months

ECOWAS

ECOWAS governments urged to be more transparent in energy

governance

FAO

FAO slashes grain forecasts, world food prices stay high

African land grabs created “Wild West” scenario, says FAO chief

IFAD

IFAD will provide a $21.46 million loan and grant to the Republic of the

Niger to improve the food security of smallholder farmers in the country

IFAD and Cape-Verde sign a loan agreement of $15.8 million to help

create jobs for rural youth (Article in French)

IMF

IMF relaxes Zimbabwe restrictions

IMF says Uganda's economy is set to expand by 5 percent in the 2012/13

fiscal year from 3.4 percent in the previous period, driven by falling

lending rates and higher government spending

UN

UNGA Debates Agricultural Development, Food Security

The UN Trust Fund to End Violence against Women will provide over $8

million in grants to local initiatives in 18 countries to deal with the

growing problem of gender violence

United Nations hails western Kenya water project – expected to deliver

safe drinking water annually to 4.5 million people in western Kenya

World Bank

The IFC, the private sector arm of the World Bank Group, signs an

agreement with Kaizen Venture Partners to enable them to co -invest

about $20 million in the acquisition of distressed assets of SMEs in Africa

Opinions

Daily Maverick (South Africa): South Africa: A country in dire need of its

Obama moment, 8 November 2012 – Ranjeni Munusamy writes about

how South Africans desperately need a leader like Obama who believes

that “the best is yet to come” for the country.

Daily Nation (Kenya): Lessons Kenya can learn from US poll, 7 November

2012 – The author discusses the various ways Kenyans can learn from the

recent US presidential elections and argues that in the run-up to Kenya’s

elections, candidates shouldn’t rely on strategies that include attacks on

personality and ethnicity.

Project Syndicate: Private education’s public benefit, 6 November 2012 –

APP Panel member, Olusegun Obasanjo, and Sunny Verkay argue that

inadequate education and training are Africa’s Achilles’ heel and that

without a drastic increase in private education, the continent’s economic

transformation could stall.

Leadership (Nigeria): Hidden Africa, 5 November 2012 – David A.

Andelman argues that throughout the US presidential campaign, both

Obama and Romney had a single-minded perception of Africa as a locus

of unrest and upheaval, and that neither candidate focused on Africa’s

more constructive challenges or needs.

AllAfrica (Pan-African): How to bring education to the poor in Africa, 1

November 2012 Richard Dowden argues that given the funding and

effective support structures, education can be made available to the

children of the poor. He uses his experiences with Mvule, an NGO working

in Uganda, as an example.

 

 

 

Source: As featured on PRI's The World
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Africa Progress Panel

9-11 rue de Varembé

1202 Geneva, Switzerland

Tel +41 (0)22 919 7520

Reports

The 2012 Facts and Figures on African Youth Africa released by the Mo Ibrahim

Foundation states that Africa is the only continent with a significantly growing

youth population. In less than three generations, 41% of the world’s youth will

be African. By 2035, Africa’s labour force will be larger than China’s.

The impact of climate change on key food crops in Africa and South Asia may

be much worse than previously estimated – with reductions of up to 40 per

cent by the 2080s - according to a study, which synthesized results from

related studies published over the last 20 years.

A FAO study states that “women are main guardians of crucial livestock

diversity.” It argues that to succeed, breed conservation, efforts must empower

women.

In their eighth report to the G20, the OECD, WTO and UNCTAD say that

strengthened multilateral co-operation is needed and urge countries to show

leadership in keeping markets open. They call on G20 governments to step up

efforts to resist protectionism in the face of continuing high unemployment

and a weak economic recovery.

A World Bank report says that Africa’s farmers can potentially grow enough

food to feed the continent and avert future food crises if countries remove

cross-border restrictions on the food trade within the region.

In the blogs...

African Arguments: Africa as a company: Economic analysis and the junk bond

continent, 7 November 2012 – Desné Masie argues that Africa’s growth is not

as impressive as it is often made out to be and that a lot still needs to happen

to make ‘Africa Rising’ a reality.

CNN’s Global Public Square blog: How Africa could feed the world, 6 November

2012 – APP Panel member, Olusegun Obasanjo, argues that Africa has the

potential not only to feed itself, but also to become a major food supplier for

the rest of the world.

The Guardian’s Poverty Matters blog: Africa: Leading the way for women 5

November 2012 Hannah Pool discusses the increasing visibility of women in

Africa but argues that for the discussions surrounding the various issues African

women face to be meaningful, they must include men.

The World Bank’s Africa Can…End Poverty blog: Only 14% of Tanzanians have

electricity. What can be done? 31 October 2012 – The authors discuss the

impact a lack of clean energy can have on a country and debate various ways of

addressing this problem in Tanzania.

Oxfam’s From Poverty to Power blog: Why the World Bank is wrong (so far) on

large land deals, 26 October 2012 – Hannah Stoddart, head of Economic

Justice Policy at Oxfam GB, responds to the World Bank’s response to Oxfam’s

land grabs campaign.

Calendar

9 -11 Nov 2012 Ibrahim Forum “African Youth: Fulfilling the Potential”:

Dakar, Senegal

12-14 Nov U.S.-Africa Agribusiness Investment Forum “Private Sector

Opportunities in Support of Inclusive Agricultural Growth”:

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

12-14 Nov WEF Summit on the Global Agenda: Dubai, United Arab

Emirates

15-16 Nov Annual 2012 Session of the Parliamentary Conference on the

WTO, organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and

European Parliament on “Back to basics: Connecting politics

and trade”: Geneva, Switzerland

17 Nov Sierra Leone Presidential and Parliamentary Elections

20-21 Nov Africa CEO Forum: Geneva, Switzerland

21 Nov OECD Global Forum on Public Governance: “Better

Governance for Inclusive Growth” : Paris, France
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