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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Early prospects favourable for the 2012 maize crop 

 2011 wheat output well below the 2010 good harvest 

 Maize exports in 2011/12 forecast at a high level of 10 
million tonnes 

 Cereal prices showed declines in December 2011 

Early prospects for the 2012 main season maize 
crop point to a new record production 
Sowing of the 2012 main season maize crop is virtually completed in 
the key growing areas of the South region (Parana and Rio Grande 
do Sul), as well as in the Centre-West region. The area planted is 
estimated some 11 percent higher than in the previous season, 
reflecting strong demand and high prices. Rains have been overall 
favourable for sowing operations and early development of the crop, 
despite insufficient precipitation in parts. Planting of the 2012 second 
maize season has just started in the Centre-South region. Early 
forecast of the 2012 aggregate maize output (main and second 
season) point to about 60 million tonnes, an increase of 7 percent 
from the record level of 2011.  
 
Planting of 2012 irrigated rice is nearly completed in the main 
producing area of Rio Grande do Sul. Preliminary estimates indicate 
a 10 percent reduction of the sowed area compared to the past 
season, as a result of higher production costs and insufficient 
irrigation water supplies. 

Sharp decrease of the 2011 wheat output  

Harvesting of the 2011 wheat crop is completed. Production is 
estimated at around 13.6 million tonnes, 14 percent below the 
bumper level of 2010. The decrease mainly reflects reduced yields 
following freezing temperatures at the end of June in Parana, Mato 
Grosso do Sul and Sao Paulo growing areas, as well as lower 
plantings because of marketing problems in previous years. 

Maize exports in 2011/12 (April/March) at high 
levels 
Maize exports in marketing year 2011/12 are forecast to remain well 
above the average of the last five years, although some 14 percent 
less than the record of 11.7 million tonnes reached in the previous 
marketing year 2010/11. The decline in exports partly reflects the 
growing feed domestic demand from the livestock and poultry 
industry. 

Prices of cereals declined in December 2011 

In the main urban market of Sao Paulo, prices of wheat flour in 
December 2011 declined 9 percent from their levels in November 
following the completion of the 2011 harvest and were 10 percent 
lower than at the same time last year. Prices of yellow maize also fell 
by nearly 9 percent in December. Generally favourable outlook for 
the new crop and strong competition on export markets are putting 
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downward pressure on domestic quotations. However, although 
cereal prices showed declines in December, the overall consumer 
price index in 2011 recorded a 6.5 percent year-on-year increase, the 
highest level since 2004. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 


