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Minimizing threats to human well-being from the environmental causes and consequences of disasters and 
conflicts is a priority area for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Its Disasters and Conflicts 
sub-programme is comprised of four operational pillars: post-crisis environmental assessment, post-crisis 
environmental recovery, environmental cooperation for peacebuilding and disaster risk reduction.  While the 
Post-Conflict and Disaster Management Branch (PCDMB) coordinates the theme across UNEP, the regional 
offices, other divisions and several inter-agency partnerships are instrumental in its implementation. 
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Experts assessing beach erosion during the UNEP’s post-conflict environmental assessment in Côte d’Ivoire (see p. 3)
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Post-Crisis Environmental Assessment
Under the Post-Crisis Environmental Assessment pillar of the Disasters and Conflicts sub-programme, UNEP offers 
technical assistance to countries where critical ecosystems or natural resources have been directly or indirectly 
degraded, damaged or destroyed by conflicts and disasters. Field-based assessments using sound science and state-of-
the-art technology identify environmental risks to human health, livelihoods and security with the aim of integrating 
environmental needs into relief and recovery programmes.

Environmental experts support 
humanitarian response in the 
Philippines following typhoon 
Haiyan 
On 8 November 2013, Typhoon Haiyan first struck, 
land in the Eastern Samar province of the Philippines 
leaving a path of destruction and debris in its wake. As 
part of the international response, the Joint UNEP/OCHA 
Environment Unit (JEU) deployed an environment 
expert to the UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination 
(UNDAC) team to identify potential hazards resulting 
from the typhoon. The damage has been extensive 
with a number of emerging environmental concerns 
including a major spill of at least 200,000 litres of heavy 
oil in Estancia, Ililo, Western Visayas. At the request 
of the Philippine Government, the JEU has remained 
on standby, facilitating the deployment of an oil spill 
specialist through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism. 

Typhoon Haiyan has also destroyed fishing grounds, 
devastated agricultural fields and plantations and the 

storm surge contaminated a number of water sources. 
To ensure these environmental issues are addressed and 
integrated into the overall humanitarian response, an 
Environmental Field Advisor (EFA) will be deployed for 6 
months to support OCHA Philippines and its humanitarian 
actors. The EFA will identify and assess major cross-
cutting environmental concerns, analyze pre-existing 
environmental factors, provide practical environmental 
advice to clusters, raise awareness on environmental 
impacts and resilience, and identify capacities on the 
ground related to environmental issues. 

In addition to the environmental expert support to 
Typhoon Haiyan, the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment 
Unit deployed a disaster waste management expert 
to Bohol, Philippines to support the debris and waste 
removal operations after the Bohol earthquake. Given 
the ongoing challenges of access to remote areas after 
Typhoon Haiyan, the disaster waste management expert 
is in close contact with the UNDAC to support fast and 
safe debris removal. 

Contact: Tanja Koch, Associate Expert, Joint UNEP/OCHA 
Environment Unit, at: kocht@un.org

Oil spill in Estancia after Typhoon Haiyan
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Environmental expert deployed  
to Syria
Following a request from United Nations HQ in New 
York, UNEP seconded a staff member to the Joint UN 
and OPCW mission overseeing the destruction of Syria’s 

chemical stockpiles and production facilities, to provide 
environmental expertise. The first mission to Damascus 
took place between 5 – 18 December, and the assignment 
will continue in 2014.

Contact: Muralee Thummarukudy, Senior Programme 
Officer, PCDMB, at: muralee.thummarukudy@unep.org

Côte d’ivoire Post-conflict 
Environmental Assessment
Côte d’Ivoire has gone through over two decades of 
political and economic turmoil. The environmental and 
economic consequences of that experience are broad 
and deep, and can be felt across many sectors of the 
country. Yet despite these challenges, Côte d’Ivoire 
holds vast mineral deposits, fertile soil and has a rich 
biodiversity that if managed sustainably could support 
long term development and conflict prevention.

At the request of the Government of Côte d’Ivoire, 
UNEP has undertaken a Post-Conflict Environmental 
Assessment (PCEA) to assess the current status of the 
environment. The PCEA covers several key sectors: 

Forests, including national parks and classified forests, 
which were impacted due to encroachment and lack of 
administrative oversight; Environmental degradation of  
Ebrie Lagoon; Environmental issues related to unplanned 
urban expansion; and Industrial and artisanal mining and 
the environmental footprint left by them.

The assessment started in April 2013 and field work was 
carried out during June and August 2013. Experts took 
detailed sampling of the Ebrie Lagoon and visited coastal 
habitats as well as other field locations in the country 
to assess various environmental issues, including in 
forestry, mining and urban environmental services. The 
report will be available in early 2014.

Contact: Muralee Thummarukudy, Senior Programme 
Officer, PCDMB, at: muralee.thummarukudy@unep.org

Aerial view of a fishing community along the coast of Côte d’Ivoire
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Nigeria 
The Royal Dutch Embassy to Nigeria and NACGOND (a 
federation of 18 Niger Delta environmental NGOs) are co-
hosting a mediation process in Bodo, Ogoniland, seeking 
to start environmental clean-up and enable livelihood 
opportunities. The environmental track of the mediation 
process is to a large extent based on the findings and 
recommendations of the UNEP report ‘Environmental 
Assessment of Ogoniland’. UNEP is participating in 
the mediation process and providing environmental 
expertise. Three working groups have been established, 
with UNEP being part of the Working Group preparing 
the clean-up in Bodo. The local administration and the 
oil industry are also fully participating in the process.

Mr. Erik Solheim, Chairman of the OECD Development 
Assistance Committee, is acting as a pro bono UNEP 
Special Envoy to facilitate the steps towards environmental 
clean-up in the whole of Ogoniland, and welcomes the 
steps taken by the Royal Dutch Embassy to Nigeria and 
NACGOND in the Bodo community.

Contact: Henrik Slotte, Chief of Branch, PCDMB, at: 
henrik.slotte@unep.org Visible oil pollution on surface water in Ogoniland

Mainstreaming environmental 
issues into humanitarian 
programming in Sudan 
Desertification, deforestation and droughts are among 
the major environmental and humanitarian challenges 
in Sudan. As environmental degradation can undermine 
humanitarian aims, the JEU initiated the deployment of 
an Environmental Field Advisor (EFA) to support the UN 
Country Team in mainstreaming environment as a cross-
cutting issue into the humanitarian programming cycle. 

The EFA was deployed to Sudan by the Swedish Civil 
Contingency Agency (MSB) through OCHA’s Standby-
Partnership Programme (SBPP) for the next six months. 
The EFA will revise key humanitarian documents to 
account for environmental issues, identify opportunities 
to mitigate the environmental footprint of on-going 
projects and promote the use of tools, such as the 
Environment Marker. The Environment Marker is a tool 
that enables project managers to identify and evaluate 
the positive and negative environmental impacts of 
humanitarian projects and ensure they are designed in a 
way that minimizes environmental risks. To date, more 
than twenty trainings on the use of the Environment 
Marker have been held and more than 380 projects have 
been assessed with 59% of projects maintaining a strong 
positive environmental component. The UNEP Sudan 
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programme, with a permanent presence of UNEP staff 
members on the ground, has provided valuable guidance 
and support.

In 2014, the use of the Environment Marker will be a 
pre-requisite for accessing the Common Humanitarian 
Fund in Sudan. OCHA Sudan will officially request that 
all humanitarian projects review their environmental 
profile through the Environment Marker coding system. 
These efforts are critical for strengthening environmental 
monitoring and encouraging the integration of 
environmental issues within humanitarian work in Sudan.

Contact: Tanja Koch, Associate Expert, Joint UNEP/OCHA 
Environment Unit, at: kocht@un.orgWomen tend to a plant nursery in Sudan

green Star Awards honour 
environmental heroes 
On 2 September in Geneva, Switzerland, UNEP, the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
and Green Cross International (GCI) jointly held the third bi-
annual Green Star Awards ceremony. Former president of the 
Soviet Union and founder of Green Cross International, Mr. 
Mikhail Gorbachev, was a guest of honour for this edition. 
Other notable guests included Jean-Michel Cousteau, the 
British Ambassador to the UN and video messages from 
Under-Secretary-General and Emergency Relief Coordinator 
Valerie Amos, New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
and Sir David Attenborough, the world-renowned British 
environmental activist and documentary producer. 

The Green Star Awards recognize individuals and 
organizations for their remarkable efforts to prepare 

for, respond to, and mainstream actions to prevent 
environmental emergencies. First presented in 2009, the 
awards are a collaborative initiative between GCI, OCHA 
and UNEP that bridge the gap between environmental 
impacts of natural disasters, technological accidents 
and complex emergencies and their consequences for 
affected populations and humanitarian actors. The Green 
Star awardees are environmental heroes and strong 
advocates for increased awareness on environmental 
and human impacts of natural disasters. 

Green Star Awards were presented in three categories: 
“Prevention and Preparedness”, “Response” and 
“Mainstreaming”. A full list of winners can be found at 
www.gcint.org/green-star-awards

Contact: Tanja Koch, Associate Expert, Joint UNEP/OCHA 
Environment Unit, at: kocht@un.org

The Green Star Awards recognize the work of environmental heroes in preparing for, responding to and preventing environmental emergencies
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Sudan
UNEP Sudan launches new project on water 
catchment management in North Darfur

Together with the European Union and the Darfur 
Regional Authority (DRA), UNEP has launched a new 
3-year, €6.45m project to demonstrate integrated 
natural resource management across the Wadi El Ku, 
North Darfur. The project will support recovery from 
conflict in the region, by making livelihood options 
based on the sustainable use of natural resources 
more accessible to conflict-affected populations. The 
participating communities will benefit from increases in 

agricultural and related value-chain production through 
the rehabilitation and improved management of land, 
forest and water resources. 

UNEP will work with the International NGO Practical Action 
and a committee of Darfuri technical experts to implement 
the field interventions. Advocacy and capacity-building 
elements will bring together government institutions at 
state level and enable them to replicate catchment-based 
approaches to natural resources management.

More information about the project and UNEP’s work on 
integrated water resource management can be found at: 
www.unep.org/sudan

Post-Crisis Environmental Recovery 
Based on the outcomes of environmental assessments, UNEP works to develop recovery programmes that encompass 
environmental governance, clean-up and rehabilitation, and ecosystem management projects. These programmes 
provide an initial anchor for UNEP in crisis-affected countries, which can be used as a basis for wider programming 
involving other priority areas. UNEP also acts as the focal point for environmental issues within the UN country 
team and works to integrate environmental needs into UN recovery programmes.

“UNEP Sudan launches innovative project on water catchment management in 
North Darfur to support community livelihoods” 

 

CEAP Workshops and Publications 

 

Pastoralism in Practice: Monitoring Livestock Mobility in Contemporary Sudan 

UNEP Sudan launches innovative project on water catchment management in North Darfur to support community livelihoods
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Sudan on track to become first country  
to complete a NAP

In October, UNEP and the Higher Council for Environment 
and Natural Resources (HCENR) organised the final national 
workshop to prepare Sudan’s National Adaptation Plan 
(NAP) under the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

The NAP aims to reduce people’s vulnerabilities to the 
effects of climate change by building adaptive capacity and 
resilience through adaptation projects, and by mainstreaming 
climate change adaptation into new and existing policies and 
programmes related to countries’ development strategies.

UNEP has supported the HCENR financially and technically 
by building institutional capacity to strengthen institutional 
arrangements on climate change: focal points have been 
established and supported in each of the 18 states to help 
integrate climate change adaptation into state policies. 

The final NAP is expected to be completed before the 
end of 2013. With the submission of the document to 
the UNFCCC, Sudan will be the first country to have 
completed a NAP.

Sudan promotes gender balance in the UNFCCC

Sudan submitted a position paper on improving gender 
balance in their national delegations during the climate 
change negotiations. Some of the issues raised included 
the need to integrate gender equity in all UNFCCC 
programmes and negotiations as well as promote 
gender as a cross-cutting issue in the implementation 
of adaptation and mitigation activities. In addition, the 
paper recommends that the UNFCCC designate a special 
body to examine and rate gender balance in all climate 
change activities. Sudan is one of 14 countries to have 
submitted a position paper on gender balance.

The full paper can be found here 

Supporting women’s participation in the climate negotiations is critical to ensure the differential impacts men and women  
face as a result of climate change are addressed in future agreements

http://unfccc.int/files/documentation/submissions_from_parties/application/pdf/cop_gender_sudan_02092013.pdf
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CEAP Workshops and Publications

In October, UNEP Sudan conducted a three-day workshop 
on Community Based Natural Resource Management 
(CBNRM) practices. Researchers and practitioners from 
the UN, government, civil society and community 
representatives came together during the workshop to 
discuss different tools for CBNRM, the potential of these 
tools and possible weaknesses. All participants agreed 
on the need to scale up community-based mechanisms, 
and highlighted the need to link these mechanisms to 
political processes at the state and national level.

Alongside the workshop, UNEP and ProAct launched 
a report series on Community Environmental Action 
Planning (CEAP). This included a synthesis document 
that provides an overview of the approach, a facilitation 
guide for trainers, a toolkit on different techniques 
for conducting a CEAP, and a handbook for the 
implementation and follow-up of community plans. The 
reports present years of experience conducting CEAPs 
throughout Sudan and makes the approach accessible 
to the wider environment and development community 
throughout Sudan.

DRR Workshop and project implementation

Following the floods that devastated large parts of Sudan 
over the summer of 2013, disaster risk reduction (DRR) 
has become ever more important to the country. UNEP, 
since 2012, has already been working in this field 
through an Ecosystem-based DRR (Eco-DRR) project in 
Sudan funded by the European Union.

UNEP has partnered with Practical Action to scientifically 
and systematically monitor and document the impact of 
Eco-DRR on local livelihoods. Overall, the project aims to 
reduce the vulnerability of rural communities to drought and 
erratic rainfall. Improved water harvesting and improved 
agricultural practices will directly benefit a community in 
Eid Al Beida, North Darfur. Additionally, the communities 
in the project area will benefit from improved catchment 
management and better water resources monitoring. The 
community will also be represented in a governance body 
that spans the whole Wadi. 

This field level work is further complemented by advocacy 
work at the national level. In June 2013, a workshop was 
conducted that brought together government and civil 
society representatives from different fields to discuss 
how DRR can best be integrated in national policies. In 
parallel with the project consultation, water related risks 
were the main points of discussion. The lessons learnt 
from the demonstration project will be used to advocate 
for Eco-DRR approaches in the national integrated 
water resource management (IWRM) policy and in the 
programming of the international community in Sudan.

UNEP monitors livestock mobility in  
contemporary Sudan 

Livestock has taken on an increased national importance 
in Sudan, particularly as its contributions to the national 
economy and exports become more widely recognized. 
Yet despite this, pastoralists, who are responsible for 
the majority of livestock production, continue to face 
significant challenges crossing borders into South Sudan 
to sustain their herds during the dry season. This limited 
mobility can have widespread social and economic 
effects. 

Community Environmental 
Action Planning: A Handbook 
for Practitioners in Sudan

“UNEP Sudan launches innovative project on water catchment management in 
North Darfur to support community livelihoods” 

 

CEAP Workshops and Publications 

 

Pastoralism in Practice: Monitoring Livestock Mobility in Contemporary Sudan 

Livestock populations in central Sudan have increased  
six-fold in the last forty year
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The latest UNEP/Tufts University research set out to 
understand the resilience of livestock production 
systems that depend on strategic livestock mobility. 
Findings of the research show that while pastoralists 
continue to manage their herds according to 
environmental and economic principles, they face 
severe challenges linked with conflict occurring on 
multiple fronts combined with an ambiguous national 
and international policy context. They also show that 
longitudinal monitoring is an approach that can yield 
knowledge with a potentially profound capacity to 
shift perspectives on livestock mobility. The ultimate 
objective is to inform national and international 
policies so that they can effectively safeguard and 
support livelihoods while ensuring economic growth 
and development.

The findings were presented to and discussed with 
government officials, donors, international organisations 
and civil society in November, and the report will be 
released shortly.

In addition, in early 2014 UNEP and TUFTS will publish 
a study on the Cash Crop Trade in Darfur, looking at 
how trade patterns have shifted during conflict years 
and how the cash crop trade can be supported to better 
sustain the livelihoods of different groups in Darfur.  This 
is now especially relevant given a renewed focus on the 
agricultural sector.

Sudan elected as head of African Group  
for Climate Change negotiations

With UNEP technical and financial support, a delegation 
of 10 representatives of government, civil society and UN 
institutions from Sudan attended the UNFCCC Climate 
Change Negotiations in Warsaw from 11-22 November 
2013. Key climate change priorities for the Sudan 
delegation included: 1)  securing more finance, capacity 
building and technology transfer support for the Least 
developed countries; 2) establishing funds pledged to the 
loss and damage fund,  separately from the adaptation 
and mitigation fund;  3) acknowledging the importance 
of gender mainstreaming and scaling up specific support 
for female negotiators; 4) establishing an international and 
regional body for loss and damage; 5) including indigenous 
knowledge and best practices in adaptation and mitigation 
actions; and 6) considering non carbon and multiple benefits, 
safeguards and gender rights in REDD+ mechanisms.

During the summit, Sudan was elected as head of the African 
Group for the UNFCCC Climate Change Negotiations for 
2014-2015, with most East African nations backing its 
candidacy. The African Group provides a forum for its 
members to advance their specific needs, such as adaptation 
financing, capacity building and technology transfer.

Contact: Howard Bell, UNEP Senior Advisor, Sudan, 
PCDMB, at: howard.bell@unep.org 
and: www.unep.org/sudan 

Pastoralists, who are responsible for the majority of livestock production in Sudan face significant challenges



10

Disasters and Conflicts

www .unep .org/disastersandconflicts

South Sudan
Forest resource inventory on community forest areas 
for sustainable harvesting measures

Since 2012, UNEP has been supporting the South Sudan 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) to strengthen 
forests management on communal lands. In a country 
where more than 95% of the forests are on communal 
lands and deforestation rates are some of the highest in the 
world, ensuring effective and sustainable management 
at the community level is critical. Community forestry 
offers a unique opportunity to support integrated rural 
development and address deforestation issues in the 
country. Currently, UNEP’s pilot community forest 
project covers more than 2,000 square km and engages 
more than 60,000 rural people.

With expertise from UNEP and MAF, a forest inventory 
was recently conducted in Ifwoto Payam, Eastern 
Equatoria state to assess the region’s growing forest stock 
and guide sustainable extraction of wood resources from 
the community forests. Although the inventory results 
show low volumes of timber and wood stock in the 
community forests, timber resources required for the 
local communities are sufficient as limited supplies are 
needed for the construction of traditional houses since 
the construction of traditional houses “tukuls” require 
only pole-sized timber. The inventory results and forest 
mapping also indicate that communities are increasingly 
engaging in charcoal making due to demand from nearby 

towns. In addition, the forest boundaries are shrinking as 
forests are increasingly cleared for agriculture farming. 

In December 2013 simple forest management plans 
will be prepared at the boma level, an administrative 
unit comprised of 3-5 villages of the same clan, to guide 
management of community forests. 

Workshop on Environmental Strategy for the Refugee 
Hosting areas of South Sudan

In Juba on 5-6 November, UNEP participated in a two 
day workshop on the development of a comprehensive 
environmental management strategy for the refugee 
hosting areas of the Upper Nile and Unity States of South 
Sudan. The UNEP team presented key findings from a 
rapid environmental assessment carried out with UNCHR 
Sudan as well as a more comprehensive assessment 
completed in June 2013 of the refugees hosting areas in 
Maban county, Upper Nile. 

In the Upper Nile and Unity States, just two counties 
(Maban and Pariang) respectively host around 200,000 
Sudanese refugees. The large number of refugees hosted 
in these areas is already leading to localized deforestation 
and new conflicts between the host communities 
and refugees are emerging due to competition for 
limited natural resources. Implementation of a sound 
environmental strategy with the engagement of both 
the local hosting communities and the refugees will 
be critical for restoring environmental resilience and 
building community stability in the two counties.

Forest stock assessed in a pilot community forestry site, Gonyoro Boma, Eastern Equatoria State

1 
 

South Sudan photos 

 

Photo 1: Forest Inventory team conducting forest inventory a pilot community forestry site, Gonyoro Boma, 
Eastern Equatoria State  
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Municipal solid waste composition analysis (wet 
season) in Juba 

Complementing UNEP’s first detailed analysis of Juba’s 
municipal solid waste completed in December, 2012, 
a second assessment was carried out in September 
2013 to capture any seasonal variation within the waste 
composition between the wet and dry seasons. Data 
from the waste analysis will aid future planning and 
implementation of appropriate and sustainable waste 
management practices within Juba. Existing and future 
waste recycling initiatives, whether formal or informal, 
can also draw on this information to help determine the 
viability and sustainability of recycling activities. 

Draft Waste Recycling Policy for Juba City Council

Waste management remains a central issue in Juba. Since 
2008, the city’s population has grown from 375,000 to 
an estimated million plus placing additional strain on 
the city’s existing waste system. To assist the Juba City 
Council (JCC) in developing a proper waste recycling 
system, UNEP, in consultation with the JCC, supported 
the preparation of a waste recycling policy. The draft 
policy, once endorsed by the local government, will 
drive new legislation by establishing roles, rights, and 
responsibilities for the waste management stakeholders 
in Juba. The current manner in which waste is handled is 
neither sustainable nor environmental. The formulation 
of this policy is a critical step towards achieving a more 
effective system.

Environmental mainstreaming

UNEP continues to champion the integration of environmental 
issues into broader national and UN programming in South 
Sudan. At the national level, UNEP provided technical 

assistance to the Ministry of Environment during the 
finalization of the Environmental Management Bill, a bill 
that once enacted will form the basis of environmental 
regulatory enforcement in the country.  

UNEP has also stepped up efforts to inform humanitarian 
actors on the potential benefits of integrating 
environmental concerns into project design. With 1.1 
billion USD available in 2014 through the consolidated 
appeals process (CAP) for humanitarian projects, it is 
now expected that a dedicated UN staff member will be 
recruited in early 2014 to assist humanitarian actors in 
mainstreaming the environmental marker into the CAP 
process. 

During the design of the 2014-2016 UNDAF, UNEP 
worked as part of the UNCT Programme Management 
Team (PMT) and the Monitoring & Evaluation Working 
Group to ensure natural resources and environment were 
adequately reflected. The South Sudan UNDAF 2014-
2016 will be officially launched in December 2013. 

South Sudan’s wetlands

UNEP in collaboration with the Ramsar Convention 
and the South Sudan Ministry of Environment (MOE) 
is planning to prepare a national wetlands inventory 
framework that will guide future mapping, assessments, 
and the sustainable management of wetlands in South 
Sudan. Satellite based mapping and a preliminary 
inventory of the Sudd, the largest inland tropical wetland 
in Africa, will be carried out along with a desk review of 
the status of wetlands in South Sudan in early 2014. 

Contact: Arshad Khan, Officer-in-Charge, South Sudan, 
PCDMB, at: arshad.khan@unep.org 
and: www.unep.org/southsudan 

Aerial shot of the Sudd wetland, Africa’s largest inland tropical wetland

2 
 

 

Photo: View of a portion of the Sudd wetland 

 

Publications:  

1.  Published in 2013 
• Municipal Solid Waste Open Dump Site Juba, South Sudan: Preliminary 

Environmental Assessment 
• Municipal Solid Waste Composition Analysis Study Juba, South Sudan 
• Workshop Report: 1st National Planning Workshop on Recycling “Challenges and 

Opportunities” 
• South Sudan Community Forestry Project: Participatory Rural Appraisals of Ifwoto 

and Lainya Payams 
• South Sudan Community Forestry Project Forest Cover Mapping in Ifwoto and Lainya 

Payams: Technical Report 
 

2. To be published by the end 2013 
• Wet season solid waste composition analysis report  
• Health and safety guidelines for waste pickers 
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Afghanistan
Building Environmental Resilience in Afghanistan

UNEP is pilot testing field interventions to build 
environmental and climate resilience in three regions around 
the country: the Central Highlands, North, and Northeast. 
Working directly with local communities, government, 
and civil society partners, these interventions are creating 
linkages across rural livelihoods, climate change, disaster 
risk reduction, natural resource management, and fostering 
village- and valley-level environmental planning.

In all three regions of the country, UNEP’s community-based 
approach to field demonstrations is helping to showcase 
the diverse ways that communities build resilience to 
environmental shocks caused by climate change and 
natural disasters. These pilot field demonstrations are also 
informing national level policy and decision-making on 
the importance of incorporating ecological approaches to 
disaster risk reduction in Afghanistan. 

Field demonstrations are being carried out in cooperation 
with the National Environmental Protection Agency, other 
key government and civil society partners, and with the 
financial support of the Department for International 
Development and the Ministry of Environment of Estonia.

UNEP Afghanistan conducts Eco-DRR Workshop  
in Kabul

In September 2013, UNEP held a National Committee 
Workshop and Annual General Meeting to engage 

a wide number of actors in Afghanistan on eco-
DRR policy and practice, and explore opportunities 
to integrate eco-DRR principles into strategies and 
action plans. The workshop followed on the heels of 
the “Afghanistan Eco-based Disaster Risk Reduction 
for Sustainable Development” project which was 
launched in May 2013. Participants from the National 
Environmental Protection Agency, Afghanistan 
National Disaster Management Authority, Ministry 
of Rural Rehabilitation and Development, and Kabul 
University, as well as other senior national and 
international experts took part in the event.

UNEP Training on Natural Resource Management and 
Peacebuilding

Building on the momentum of the “Natural Resource 
Management and Peacebuilding in Afghanistan” report 
launched in May 2013, UNEP conducted a training in Kabul 
to promote integration of natural resource management 
in country programming. Firstly, the training focused on 
ways to further incorporate environmental issues into 
the Common Country Assessment (CCA), a report that 
will help set targets for the United Nations Development 
Assistance Framework (UNDAF). Secondly, discussions 
were held on the links between natural resource 
management and peacebuilding with a focus on how to 
integrate conflict sensitivity into project planning. The 
training was attended by representatives from the United 
Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan (UNAMA), 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and 
the World Bank.

Koh-e Baba Mountains as seen from the top of the Bamyan Buddha

PICTURES: 
 
Figure 1: Koh-e Baba Mountains as seen from the top of the Bamyan Buddha. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 2: UNEP consultation with local villagers in Balkh province.  
 

 
  

http://unep.org/disastersandconflicts/portals/155/countries/Afghanistan/pdf/UNEP_Afghanistan_NRM.pdf
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UNEP’s GEF-Funded Climate Change Project

Highly vulnerable to climate change, UNEP and 
Afghanistan’s National Environmental Protection Agency 
(NEPA) are working in concert to strengthen resilience in 
the country through Afghanistan’s first ever full-sized GEF 
project. With this project, UNEP aims to build adaptive 
capacity to climate change in national planning systems 
as well as through demonstration pilots in four provinces 
across the country: Bamyan and Daikundi provinces in 
the Central Highlands, Balkh province in the North, and 
Badakhshan province in the Northeast. In recent months, 
UNEP and NEPA teams have conducted field site visits 
to all four provinces to collect baseline data, confirm 
field site locations, and strengthen partnerships with 
province-level government and civil society partners. 

On 23 September 2013, UNEP and NEPA convened a 
Project Steering Committee (PSC) meeting comprised 
of key ministries, province-level NEPA representatives 
and relevant NGOs to review the project’s progress to 
date. This meeting was preceded by a two day UNEP 
led “Coordination and Training Workshop on Building 
Adaptive Capacity and Resilience to Climate Change 

in Afghanistan” for members of the PSC and other 
Afghan government and civil society partners. Together, 
these events are helping to build awareness of climate 
change issues among local government and civil society 
partners, as well as foster ownership and buy-in for 
project implementation.  

Integrated Watershed Management

UNEP and FAO, in coordination with the government of 
Afghanistan, are working to improve upper catchment 
water conservation in the Koh-e Baba region of the Central 
Highlands. The Koh-e Baba region, which holds the 
single most important central watershed in Afghanistan, 
is the upper source for many of the country’s major 
river systems. Promoting a comprehensive approach 
to watershed management, this project will support 
the integration of FAO’s middle and lower catchment 
irrigation and micro-hydro activities into UNEP’s upper 
catchment watershed rehabilitation and community-
based environmental management. A large component 
of this project will also aim to build the capacity of 
communities and government partners in watershed 
management. 

PICTURES: 
 
Figure 1: Koh-e Baba Mountains as seen from the top of the Bamyan Buddha. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 2: UNEP consultation with local villagers in Balkh province.  
 

 
  

Figure 3: UNEP team visiting field sites in Balkh province. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4: UNEP team meets with local villagers in Chapqolaq village, Bamyan province.  
 

 

Figure 3: UNEP team visiting field sites in Balkh province. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4: UNEP team meets with local villagers in Chapqolaq village, Bamyan province.  
 

 
UNEP team meets with local villagers in Chapqolaq village, 
Bamyan province

UNEP consultation with local villagers in Balkh province UNEP team visiting field sites in Balkh province
 
 
Figure 7: UNEP-FAO mid-lower catchment water resource management project. 
 

 
 
 

### END ### 

UNEP-FAO mid-lower catchment water resource  
management project
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Linking Cultural Heritage Conservation  
and Natural Heritage 

UNEP has partnered with UNESCO in Afghanistan 
to incorporate environmental considerations and 
restoration techniques into conservation interventions 
and protection planning of cultural heritage sites. Field 
studies and practical activities in Bamyan will link 
UNESCO World Heritage Site protection in the main 
Bamyan Valley with UNEP Landscape and Ecosystem 
Protection work in the Koh-e Baba Mountain range, 
focusing on the Shahr-e Zohak site. UNEP is working 
closely with the Provincial Governor’s office, the 
National Environment Protection Agency, the Ministry 
of Information and Culture, the Afghanistan National 
Disaster Management Authority and local communities 
to develop a comprehensive natural heritage 
environmental protection management plan for the 
Shahr-e Zohak site and coordinate an environmental 
conservation project as a demonstration activity with 
local authorities and communities.

Contact: Andrew Scanlon, Officer-in-Charge,  
UNEP Afghanistan Programme, PCDMB, at:  
andrew.scanlon@unep.org 
and: www.unep.org/afghanistan

Figure 5: UNEP Afghanistan team poses for photos after GEF-funded climate change 
project presentation. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 6: Red city natural cultural heritage community project. 
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Figure 5: UNEP Afghanistan team poses for photos after GEF-funded climate change 
project presentation. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 6: Red city natural cultural heritage community project. 

 

UNEP Afghanistan team poses for photos after GEF-funded 
climate change project presentation
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Democratic Republic of the Congo
UN Country Team backs conciliation and 
peacebuilding in North Kivu

In the aftermath of the recent conflict, the DRC UN 
Country Team travelled to Goma, North Kivu Province, 
from 11-13 December to assess the current security 
landscape. Most of the twenty UN agencies present in 
the country including UNEP participated in the mission 
– headed by the Deputy Special Representative of the 
Secretary General, Mr. Moustapha Soumaré. A field visit 
to the war-torn region of Rutshuru was also taken. 

During the visit, the UNCT held a series of consultations 
with the local authorities and other key actors to gain a better 
understanding of new developments in North Kivu. Discussions 
examined how the UNCT can effectively contribute to the 
operationalization of the ‘Islands of Stability’ approach and 
the international stabilization strategy for eastern Congo 
(I4S). Recommendations were also made on various ways to 
improve effective coordination between humanitarian, early 
recovery and development interventions.

North Kivu has been the main area affected by the nearly 
two year old M23 rebellion, which was defeated by 
the DRC Government in November 2013 with strong 
backing from the UN force in the country. Two decades 
of conflict have had enormous environmental impact 
on North Kivu’s environment, including the Virunga 
National Park – Africa’s first national park – and home 
to the critically endangered mountain gorillas. 

Capacity Building in Environmental Law

On September 24-26, UNEP, in collaboration with the 
Environment Ministry’s Legal Unit, led a three day training 
workshop on environmental legislative techniques in 
Kinshasa. The workshop, which was opened by the 
Environment Ministry’s Secretary General, Mr. Vincent 
Kasulu, brought together thirty participants, from the 
Environment Ministry’s Legal Unit and other technical 
departments dealing with land, oil and agriculture. 

The training provided modern principles and best 
practices in environmental legislative drafting techniques. 
Following a positive reception of the training, UNEP 
has already agreed to organise a follow-up workshop 
in early 2014 for members of parliament, the Prime 
Minister’s Office as well as other government ministries. 
Additionally, UNEP will work with the Environment 
Ministry’s Legal Unit and the University of Kinshasa, to 
produce a guidance manual on environmental legislative 
techniques that promotes a coherent approach for 
mainstreaming environmental issues in the DRC’s 
emerging legislative framework. 

UNEP also sponsored two senior staff from the 
Environment Ministry’s Legal Unit to participate at the 
‘Colloque international sur le droit de l’environnement 
en Afrique’ in Abidjan from 29-31 October 2013. This 
high-level seminar brought together leading legal experts 
from the region to share knowledge and experiences on 
institutional and financial mechanisms for implementing 
environmental law in Africa. 

The Virunga National Park has suffered greatly from looting by armed groups including the latest M23 rebellion who used it  
as an operational base
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Eco-DRR workshop catalyses action  
on National Platform

To raise awareness and build national capacity on 
ecosystem-based disaster risk reduction (Eco-DRR), UNEP 
in collaboration with the Government of the DR Congo 
held a four day workshop on Eco-DRR in Kinshasa from 
14-18 October. The workshop brought together some 
35 participants from government ministries, national 
NGOs, academia and UN agencies and was organized in 
partnership with the Environment Ministry and the two 
lead institutions on DRR in the country, the Ministry of 
Interior and the Ministry of Social Affairs, Humanitarian 
Action and National Solidarity.

UNEP led the training design and delivery with national 
experts presenting throughout on various thematic issues 
such as environmental impact assessments, agroforestry 
practices and climate change. The workshop concluded 
with participants presenting a ‘DRR road map’ that 
underlined priority actions for senior policy makers 
from the three participating ministries and UN agencies. 
Participants also noted the need to develop a national 
DRR platform that integrates the role of the environment 
into related aspects of DRR policy and legislation. As a 
follow-up, UNEP agreed to help mobilize the UN System 
to support the overall DRR process in the country. 

A Water Quality Operational Framework for the 
Healthy Villages National Programme

UNEP has been supporting UNICEF and the Ministry 
of Health to enhance the sustainability, impact and 
quality of their ‘Healthy Villages National Programme’ 
by incorporating a systematic approach to water quality 
analysis. In October, UNEP submitted a suite of technical 
reports including: (i) field and laboratory analysis results 
(by Spiez Laboratory) of the drinking water quality 

sampling campaign carried out in the Katanga Copperbelt 
and Kinshasa peri-urban regions in May/June 2013; (ii) 
interpretation of the analytical results which highlighted 
microbiological pollution as the principal problem. Other 
issues of concern included nitrate pollution in peri-urban 
areas, as well as elevated concentrations of iron and 
mercury in individual water sources; (iii) an assessment 
of existing laboratory capacity to carryout comprehensive 
water quality analysis including recommendations on 
capacity building and upgrading of laboratory facilities; 
and (iv) water quality analysis and sampling strategy that 
is tailored to the difficult operational realities of the DRC.

In addition, UNEP delivered a two day water quality 
training as part of a five day workshop from 21-25 
October on Water Safety Plans and Water Quality in 
Kola, Bas-Congo Province. A session on the impacts of 
climate change and environmental degradation on water 
resources was also provided. The training was attended 
by approximately 25 participants mainly from the 
Ministry of Health, NGOs active in the Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene (WASH) sector and UNICEF staff, who 
showed a strong interest in incorporating environmental 
aspects in the Healthy Villages programme. 

The Healthy Villages programme is the government’s 
main initiative to provide safe drinking water to rural 
and peri-urban populations in the DRC. With UNICEF 
receiving support from UK DFID (approx. USD 136 
million), the Healthy Villages programme is undergoing 
a major up-scaling with the aim of reaching an additional 
6,000 villages and 1,250 schools with a total population 
of 4 million people over the next five years. With UNEP 
support, this will be one of the few examples where 
water quality analysis is integrated in a major WASH 
programme as the DRC now represents UNICEF’s largest 
WASH operation.

UNEP initiated dialogue on the pioneering concept of ecosystem-based disaster risk reduction has helped catalyse dialogue  
on setting-up a national DRR platform
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Elaboration of the National Water Resources 
Management Policy

In DR Congo, the lack of a national policy governing 
the water sector continues to undermine sustainable 
water resource management. With some 37 million 
people without access to safe drinking water in the 
country, UNEP at the request of the Government has 
mobilised a team of experts from the UNEP-DHI Water 
and Environment Centre to start the process of designing 
a national water policy. 

In November, a UNEP expert team undertook a one week 
intensive mission to assist the Environment Ministry’s 
Division of Water Resources in designing a coordinated 
and participatory process for the development of a 
national water policy. A wide range of stakeholders 
from line ministries, regional organisations, academic 
institutions and civil society organisations were 
consulted on priority issues to be addressed in the policy. 
The mission concluded with an information sharing 
workshop on best practice, principles and methodologies 
of sustainable water resources management. Lessons were 
drawn from the experiences of other African countries in 
developing water resources policies. The session ended 
with UNEP presenting the main findings and conclusions 
of its mission as well as a work plan for developing the 
water resources management policy. 

Supporting National Decision Making on REDD+ 
Investments

Housing the second largest tropical forest in the world, 
the DR Congo continues to lead REDD+ processes and 

serve as a key advocate for reducing deforestation. UNEP, 
as part of the UN-REDD Programme, routinely provides 
technical assistance on REDD+ and recently aided the 
DRC in assessing how benefits from REDD+ differed 
depending on the location of the intervention. These 
benefits were determined by overlaying transparent 
maps of data on land cover, land use, ecosystem services, 
biodiversity conservation and human pressures. Utilizing 
spatial planning with different data layers also helped to 
increase understanding of the multiple factors linked to 
REDD+ investments and provided new maps and data 
to support decision-making and planning.

In addition to this work, UNEP financed the production 
of a Threshold-21 model, a tool used to support long 
term development planning, and subsequent report 
by Millennium Institute, specifically tailored for the 
DRC. This model evaluated the potential of different 
policy scenarios in the DRC, among them the REDD+/
green economy scenario, including an assessment of 
the likelihood and conditions required to achieve the 
goals and objectives of the national REDD+ strategy. 
The report concluded that the REDD+/green economy 
scenario leads to the best outcome in terms of economic, 
social and environmental indicators because of the 
combination of strong governance with the promotion of 
ecosystem services. The report was developed through 
a series of multi-stakeholder consultations and will be 
launched in February 2014.

Contact: Hassan Partow, UNEP Programme Manager, 
DR Congo, PCDMB, at: hassan.partow@unep.org 
and: www.unep.org/drcongo

With UNEP assistance the ‘Healthy Villages National Programme’ supported by UNICEF will for the first time incorporate  
a systematic approach on water quality analysis
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Haiti
First ever marine protected areas created in Haiti

On 7 August 2013 a presidential decree was issued 
creating the first 9 marine protected areas (MPA) in the 
southwestern region of Haiti. This landmark decision was 
officially presented by high-level national authorities on 
29 August at a ceremony that also marked the official 
launch of UNEP’s Phase II marine programme in Haiti. 
During Phase I of the marine programme, UNEP worked 
closely with the Government, and in particular the 
Comité Interministériel d’Aménagement du Territoire 
(CIAT) and the Ministry of Environment, to identify and 
support the designation of the new MPA network. 

Prior to 2013, Haiti was the only Caribbean country, 
without a single marine protected area. Given the 
marine’s high rate of environmental degradation, the 
move to establish a new MPA network is an important 
step for advancing marine conservation objectives such 
as boosting growth, reproduction and biodiversity. 
It will also be critical for tourism objectives including 
the development of sustainable blue tourism and 
diversification of livelihoods and will support the 
implementation of sustainable fisheries management.  In 
addition, recent studies on marine biological connectivity 
in the Caribbean have identified the South Department 
of Haiti as being key for stony corals larvae dispersal to 
neighbouring countries (Jamaica and Cuba in particular). 
Protecting Haiti’s marine biodiversity therefore has 
broader benefits for the entire Caribbean region.

UNEP’s second phase of its marine programme or Mer 
Sud Programme will support the Government to establish 
the new MPA network. Efforts will specifically target the 
development and implementation of management plans 
as well build capacities at Government and community 
levels. In collaboration with FAO, the programme will 
also identify best practices in terms of regulations, fishing 
techniques and alternatives. Local participation and public/
private partnership will be strongly promoted through the 
MPA framework and fishing associations will be reinforced 
in an integrated fashion across the value chain.

Clean energy in Haiti

In Haiti, less than 20 percent of the population has access 
to electricity. This lack of reliable electricity forces many 
families and communities to utilize less efficient and 
more expensive lighting and power alternatives such as 
candles, kerosene and torches with disposable batteries. 
According to data from EarthSpark International, an NGO 
focused on improving access to affordable energy, on 
average rural Haitians spend some 6.5% of their annual 
income on kerosene and candles for home lighting. In 
contexts such as the US, this drops to just 0.5% of a 
families annual income.

To tackle Haiti’s energy poverty, EarthSpark International, 
in 2010, formed its Haitian brand Enèji Pwòp “Clean 

Energy.” The aim is to provide access to small-scale solar 
products and efficient cookstoves through a growing 
network of local entrepreneurs and clean energy stores. 
UNEP has supported EarthSpark International since 
2011, providing both financial and technical support. 
Until September 2013, UNEP was the largest donor for 
EarthSpark and remains the single largest donor for solar 
lantern related activities.

Enèji Pwòp, since 2010, has expanded its sales channels 
from one store to a network of 102 retailers across the 
country. EarthSpark helps Haitian entrepreneurs to form 
their own clean energy businesses and supports existing 
businesses to integrate Enèji Pwòp products. Enèji Pwòp 
retailers have sold over 6,751 products, benefitting nearly 
35,000 Haitian people. Solar lighting products directly 
replace kerosene, candles and charcoal, resulting in 
household savings of over $5 per month.

With UNEP support, EarthSpark is aiming to establish an 
economically sustainable national scale social enterprise 
with over 300 sales agents.

Contact: Antonio Perera, Country Programme Manager, 
PCDMB, at: antonio.perera@unep.org 
and: www.unep.org/haiti

Aerial view of the recently declared MPA, Pointe Abacou
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Report “Women and Natural 
Resources: Unlocking the 
Peacebuilding Potential”

On 6 November 2013, UNEP released a global policy 
report entitled “Women and Natural Resources: Unlocking 
the Peacebuilding Potential.” Published jointly by UNEP, 
UNDP, UN Women, and the UN Peacebuilding Support 
Office, the report is the first of its kind to examine the 
complex relationship between women and natural resources 
in conflict-affected settings, and makes the case for pursuing 
gender equality, women’s empowerment and sustainable 
natural resource management during peacebuilding. 

According to the report, women in conflict-affected 
countries are often primarily responsible for meeting 
the water, food and energy needs of households and 
communities, yet often lack formal decision-making power. 
This may include barriers for owning land, benefiting 
from resource wealth or participating in decision-making 
about resource management in peacebuilding settings. 
This exclusion also often extends to negotiations over 
the way that natural resources are allocated following a 
peace deal, with the result that women’s specific needs 
are rarely met during the peacebuilding process. 

The report contends that failing to seize the opportunity 
presented by women’s roles in natural resource management 
can perpetuate inequity and undermine recovery from 

conflict, as women have untapped potential as engines of 
economic revitalization. Research cited in the report from 
FAO shows that giving women farmers the same access 
to assets and finance as men could help increase yields 
on their farms by 20 to 30 per cent. In conflict-affected 
countries, where women’s roles in agriculture tend to 
expand, this could raise total agricultural output and 
significantly strengthen recovery and food security. 

Financed by the Governments of Finland, Spain, Sweden, 
the Republic of Korea and the UK, the report draws on 
field research from over 20 different countries and some 
200 academic sources and institutions. Part 1 of the report 
provides an analysis of the relationship between women 
and natural resources in peacebuilding contexts, reviewing 
key issues across three main resource categories, including 
land, renewable and extractive resources. Part 2 discusses 
entry points for peacebuilding practitioners to address 
risks and opportunities related to women and natural 
resource management, focusing on political participation, 
protection and economic empowerment.

Environmental Cooperation for Peacebuilding
UNEP aims to use environmental cooperation to transform the risks of conflict over resources into opportunities for 
peace in war-torn societies. This includes assessing and integrating environment and natural resource issues within the 
peacebuilding policies and strategies of the United Nations, as well as using the shared management of natural resources 
as a platform for dialogue, cooperation and confidence-building within and between conflict-affected countries. UNEP 
believes that effectively addressing the environmental dimensions of conflict and peacebuilding can only be done in 
partnership with a wide range of international and national actors. As a result, UNEP has developed partnerships with 
a number of peace and security actors including the UNDP Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery, UN Women, 
the UN Peacebuilding Support Office, the UN Department of Political Affairs, the UN Departments of Peacekeeping 
Operations and Field Support in New York and the European External Action Service in Brussels.

Women and Natural Resources: 
Unlocking the Peacebuilding 
Potential

United Nations Environment Programme, United Nations Entity for Gender Equality  
and the Empowerment of Women, United Nations Peacebuilding Support Office  

and United Nations Development Programme

Women and Natural Resources 
Unlocking the Peacebuilding Potential

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations. 

Sudanese women from Kassab IDP Camp in Kutum,  
North Darfur, venture out to collect firewood
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Part 2.   Entry points and opportunities for peacebuilding

Sudanese women from Kassab IDP Camp in Kutum, North Darfur, venture out to collect firewood. Due to their traditional 
roles in collecting natural resources for household use, women IDPs are often at risk of sexual and gender-based  
violence perpetrated by armed groups or criminals
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Case study 10. Protecting women from exposure to sexual violence 
 while gathering natural resources in Darfur

Sexual violence is prevalent in many conflict-affected settings and has devastating impacts on individuals, families and 
communities. Reliable data on trends and attacks remain scarce, however, due in part to the social stigma attached to sexual 
violence.164 In Darfur, Sudan, following the crisis that left some 2.3 million people displaced,165 many internally displaced women 
and girls were subjected to rape, harassment and other forms of violence when they left the camps to collect essential natural 
resources for their daily tasks, namely fire wood and water. This risk was exacerbated by the resulting environmental degradation, 
which forced women to travel farther – three to six miles or more, three to five times per week – to find a single tree.166  

In an effort to mitigate the risk and prevalence of such attacks, peacekeepers and humanitarian agencies started implementing 
measures to reduce women and girls’ exposure and enhance awareness of the attacks within camps and among peacekeepers. 
For instance, a gender unit within the UN-African Union Hybrid Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) provided a weeklong training 
course to the military and police component of the mission on gender-based violence. Given the limited capacity of military 
and police, providing such training was a critical first step for increasing awareness. 

UNAMID also sought to increase the number of female officers within the peacekeeping mission itself. Currently, women 
account for less than four per cent of UN peacekeeping troops globally.167 Deploying more female peacekeepers is critical to 
a more gender-sensitive protection response, as female peacekeepers can often access and interview women and girls more 
easily when cultural norms inhibit men from similar interactions.168 This can also enable the provision of all-female safe spaces 
in which female victims of sex and gender-based violence can discuss their experiences.

Although armed escorts that could accompany women in collecting water and fuel wood were proposed, a lack of resources and 
capacity limited the provision of such services. Rather, women were encouraged to change the time of day in which they carried 
out these activities, so as to confuse local armed groups executing the attacks, who timed them to women’s daily routines. 

International organizations, UN entities and governments can also work to reduce the risk of sexual violence during these 
daily activities by promoting more efficient technologies and supporting sustainable livelihoods. In this respect, UNAMID is 
supporting a water project in eight villages of North Darfur,169 in which 30,000 rolling water containers with a capacity of 75 
liters each have been distributed to women in the communities.170 While the project is principally focused on facilitating female 
residents’ access to water, such technologies can help minimize the time women spend fetching water, thereby limiting their 
exposure to potential attacks. Other examples include the introduction of fuel-efficient cook stoves: the Rwandan contingent 
of UNAMID’s predecessor, the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS), worked with local women in Darfur to build fuel-efficient 
clay stoves (ronderezas) traditionally used in Rwanda, which reduced the need for fire wood by up to 80 per cent.171  
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geomapping of Extractive 
Resources in g7+ Fragile States
In November 2012, the g7+ countries (the coalition of 18 
fragile states) recognized during their Ministerial-level retreat 
that improving the governance of their natural resources 
and related revenues was a major factor in the path towards 
stability and development as nation states. As a follow-
up to this meeting, the g7+ requested assistance from the 
World Bank’s Center for Conflict, Security and Development 
(CCSD) to generate accurate and accessible information on 
the location of extractive resources together with the main 
concession boundaries and licensees. The World Bank 
established a pilot project entitled “Geo-mapping of Extractive 
Resources in g7+ Fragile States” to meet this request. UNEP 
was invited to join the project as a partner given its range 
of country programmes in g7+ countries and its work on 
natural resources, conflict and peace-building linkages.

The maps are intended to help fragile states strengthen 
information transparency for stakeholders on resource 
contract boundaries and ownership and to help visualize 

interactions between resource contracts and different kinds 
of risks (environmental, social and natural hazards). The 
mapping platform provides a common and accurate pool 
of resource contract information to all stakeholders to help 
equalize information asymmetries and inform expectations. 

Since May 2013, UNEP and the World Bank have been 
designing the on-line platform and conducting the initial 
mapping. Phase 1 of the project has focused on the 
development of a pilot digital mapping platform and the 
production of a series of dynamic interactive maps on 
key resource concessions (oil & gas, mining, and forestry 
contracts) in five selected g7+ member countries. These 
countries include the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Timor Leste. 

UNEP and the World Bank held a technical expert 
meeting on 11 December in Geneva to review the scope, 
feasibility and functionality of the project and to identify 
the specific needs of user groups. A total of 34 international 
experts were in attendance presenting on state of the art 
technology in GIS and geo-mapping and elements of 
resource transparency and good resource governance.

Charcoal stockpiles in Kismayo, Somalia. November 2012

technical Advice to the UN 
Sanctions Committee on Use or 
Disposal of Banned Somali Charcoal
In Somalia, charcoal production has become an increasingly 
important source of conflict financing. In 2011, some 10 
million sacks of charcoal were exported from the country. 
According to the Somalia and Eritrea Monitoring Group, 
part of the charcoal revenues – up to US$ 15 million a 
year benefit Al-Shabaab. As a response to these findings, 
Security Council Resolution 2036 was adopted in 2012, 
which bans the export and direct or indirect import of 
charcoal from Somalia, and has led to its widespread 
confiscation and stockpiling by Member States. However, 
despite the ban, charcoal production has increased. In 
2013, the total amount exported rose to 24 million sacks, 
representing a market value between US$ 360 and 384 
million. 

In an attempt to provide Member States with the best 
alternatives to deal with the stockpiles of confiscated 
Somali charcoal, a request by the Sanctions Committee - 
pursuant to United Nations Security Council Resolutions 
751 and 1907 – was sent to UNEP for the elaboration of 
a technical guidance note. The objective of this note was 
to provide advice for the environmentally responsible 
management of stockpiles of confiscated charcoal. 
Following this request, UNEP prepared a 10 page 
technical advice note on the topic, which was circulated 
to the Chair of the Security Council Committee. 

The note provided options for the utilization or destruction 
of confiscated charcoal, taking into consideration 
possible cost and environmental implications. 
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the Role of Natural Resources in 
Disarmament, Demobilization, 
and Reintegration 
The illegal exploitation and poor management of natural 
resources can pose a stability risk in contexts where 
disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) 
programmes take place, either within countries or in 
neighboring fragile states. Alternatively, natural resources 
offer tremendous opportunities for both emergency 
employment for ex-combatants and associated groups, 
as well as longer term sustainable livelihoods benefitting 
their communities.

Recognizing the importance of natural resources in the 
context of DDR programmes, and following the UN 
Secretary-General’s call in 2011 for more attention 
on the role that natural resources play in post-conflict 
contexts, UNEP and UNDP jointly launched a report 
entitled “The Role of Natural Resources in Disarmament, 
Demobilization, and Reintegration: Addressing Risks 
and Seizing Opportunities” on 9 December 2013. This 
report is intended to inform DDR practitioners and 
policy makers on the risks and opportunities that natural 
resources pose for their programmes and to provide 
suggestions for appropriate responses. It focuses on 
the role of natural resources in DDR programmes and 
illustrates how the management of natural resources 
can be used to promote more effective and sustainable 
reintegration for ex-combatants and associated groups. 

The report’s main findings point to: 1) the importance 
of understanding the relationship between armed groups 
and natural resources; 2) the role of natural resources in 
the reintegration of ex-combatants and the provision of 
associated groups with alternative livelihoods; 3) the need 

to understand the different risks and opportunities posed 
by natural resources for DDR; and 4) the recognition of 
the various entry points for DDR programmes to engage 
in different natural resource sectors.

The development of this report was supported jointly 
by UNDP and UNEP. It is the outcome of work under 
the UNDP-UNEP Joint Initiative on Reintegration, 
Livelihoods Recovery and Natural Resources. In addition 
to the report, UNDP and UNEP have developed policy 
guidance on natural resources and DDR for the Integrated 
DDR Standards, which was adopted in 2013. 

The Role of Natural Resources
in Disarmament, Demobilization 
and Reintegration

United Nations Environment Programme and 
United Nations Development Programme

Addressing Risks and Seizing Opportunities

The Role of Natural Resources  
in Disarmament, Demobilization 

and Reintegration
Empowered lives.
Resilient nations. 

A Flame of Peace ceremony marks the start of disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants in Cote d’Ivoire in 2004
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Part 1.   The natural resource-conflict nexus

Case study 3. Natural resources and conflict in Côte d’Ivoire

A Flame of Peace ceremony marks the start of DDR in Cote d’Ivoire in 2004
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Throughout the conflict and political crisis that plagued côte d’Ivoire between 2002 and 2007, revenues derived from natural 
resources were used to finance conflict by both sides, through both licit and illicit means. The government relied primarily on 
revenues received from cacao exports (côte d’Ivoire supplies over 30 per cent of the world’s cacao market and is the largest 
producing country in West Africa) through the national cacao institution at that time, Bourse du Café et Cacao (bcc), to support 
state armed forces. In contrast, the Forces Nouvelles (FN), the main opposition group to the government, was able to derive 
revenues from cacao production in the areas under their control by taxing the production and transport of cocoa. It is estimated 
that the FN controlled up to 10 per cent of côte d’Ivoire’s cacao production at the height of the conflict.44 They also relied on 
revenues derived from illicit diamond exploitation. Trade in diamonds was eventually curtailed in 2005, following the application 
of UN sanctions by security council resolution 1623, which prevented the import of all diamonds sourced from côte d’Ivoire, 
but cacao was never subjected to trade restrictions.

Following the 2007 peace accord, côte d’Ivoire remained largely divided between North and south. FN sub-commanders 
retained control over the northern region of the country and continued to derive profits through taxes on cacao, and other natural 
resources, including cashews and timber, exported to neighboring countries. This revenue allowed the group to retain most of its 
structure and to secure its power across the northern region. 

DDr in côte d’Ivoire started in 2008 and was implemented through the National DDr commission.45 To support the reintegration 
of ex-combatants, an initiative entitled “1000 Micro Projects” was enacted through a partnership among the UN peacekeeping 
mission, UNDP, the World bank and the eU. This effort included the training and formation of microenterprises run by ex-
combatants, many of which supported the sale and processing of agricultural goods, livestock, gardens for market produce, 
construction materials and other activities using natural resources.46 however, many of the ex-combatants supported through 
this programme were re-mobilized during the 2010-2011 post-election crisis and participated in the violent episode that killed 
thousands and displaced many others. Grievances around continued lack of access to land and tenure security were also 
motivating factors for re-mobilization and the continued violence in the western region of the country.

When the new government of Alassane ouattara took office in May 2011, a new DDr programme was deemed necessary within 
the framework of a larger security sector reform. This programme is currently being planned and natural resources are likely to 
play an important role in reintegration. In 2013, UNeP began supporting the government’s efforts to undertake a post-conflict 
environmental assessment, which will provide information on the linkages between the conflict and the governance of natural 
resources, and highlight potential natural resource-based peacebuilding opportunities within the context of ongoing community 
recovery and development.
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inputs to Open Working group 
issues Brief on Conflict Prevention, 
Post-Conflict Peacebuilding, and 
Rule of law
Following the Rio+20 Conference, in June 2012, a 
30-member Open Working Group (OWG) has launched 
a process to define the new Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG). 

As part of this work, the OWG requested a series of issues 
briefs, one of which focuses on “Conflict prevention, post 

conflict peace building and the promotion of durable 
peace, rule of law and governance.” 

UNEP joined the drafting team for this brief and contributed to 
its development, review and finalization, looking at the cross-
cutting environmental and natural resource dimensions in 
the peace, rule of law and governance themes. Drawing from 
academic research, existing intergovernmental agreements 
and public consultations, the issues brief includes passages 
on the risks and opportunities linked to natural resources in 
support of peacebuilding and conflict prevention. The issues 
brief is a contribution to the debate around priority issues to 
be considered in the development of the SDGs and more 
broadly in the post-2015 development agenda.

global EU-UN Partnership on land and 
Natural Resource Conflicts launches 
its Activities in the great lakes Region
The EU-UN Partnership on Land and Natural Resource 
Conflicts,  a joint initiative of the European Union 
(EU) and a group of six United Nations agencies and 
departments coordinated by the UN Framework Team 

for Preventive Action, have partnered to help countries 
prevent, reduce and resolve tensions over natural 
resources. As part of this initiative, a meeting was held 
in Bujumbura, Burundi to kick start the activities of the 
partnership in the Great Lakes Region. The meeting was 
organized to share lessons learnt, brief civil society on 
planned activities including the development of training 
material, and to provide details on the EU-UN call for 
proposals under the partnership. 

Artisanal miners in DRC. The country has the largest artisanal mining workforce in the world, estimated at around two million people
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training on Prevention and 
Resolution of Natural Resource 
Conflicts
On 6-8 November, UNEP’s Environmental Cooperation 
for Peacebuilding programme partnered with KOFF 
Swisspeace to deliver a training on the prevention and 
resolution of natural resource conflicts. Organized by 
the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) at Swisspeace, the 
training included participants from Caritas, Helvetas 
Swiss Intercooperation, the Society for Threatened 
Peoples, Peace Watch Switzerland, members of the 
Swiss Expert Pool for Civilian Peacebuilding, and other 
international experts. 

This course drew on case studies from around the 
world to illustrate the complex relationships between 
natural resources, conflict, and peacebuilding. Training 
participants learned to analyze the root causes and 
effects of natural resource conflicts, identified different 
approaches for their mediation and resolution, and 
developed strategies for conflict prevention and 
peacebuilding over natural resources. 

UNEP, Eli and Partners launch 
global Knowledge Platform for 
Environmental Peacebuilding 
A new website providing users with free access to dozens 
of case studies as well as teaching and training materials on 
the role of natural resources in peacebuilding was launched 
on 6 November 2013 - the International Day for Preventing 
the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed 
Conflict. The site will serve as a global knowledge platform 

The role that renewable resources play in conflict, including 
competition amongst different land-user groups, were explored 
during the training

for sharing information, experiences, and learning on the 
linkages between natural resources, conflict, and peace.

The contents of the site were produced as part of a broad 
collaboration led by ELI, UNEP, McGill University, and 
the University of Tokyo, together with 225 researchers and 
practitioners around the world. Six books including 150 
case studies and other analyses examining experiences 
from 60 conflict-affected countries and territories are 
being released to the platform, with 76 case studies 
already available online. Over 100 documents, including 
toolkits, guidance notes, country assessments and other 
policy reports have also been posted to the site library.

Along with its launch, three policy briefs in the new 
series on natural resources and peacebuilding are now 
available. These briefs are:

� High-Value Natural Resources and Post-Conflict 
Peacebuilding

� Assessing and Restoring Natural Resources in Post-
Conflict Peacebuilding

� Land and Post-Conflict Peacebuilding

The new website can be accessed at: 
www.environmentalpeacebuilding.org

Contact: David Jensen, Head of Environmental 
Cooperation for Peacebuilding, PCDMB at:  
david.jensen@unep.org

The newly launched knowledge platform on environmental 
peacebuilding provides users with access to case studies, 
toolkits, and guidance notes from practitioners all over the world

http://www.environmentalpeacebuilding.org/publications/books/
http://www.environmentalpeacebuilding.org/assets/Documents/pcnrm-pb001v1.2-highvalue-usl-web.pdf
http://www.environmentalpeacebuilding.org/assets/Documents/pcnrm-pb002-assessing-USL.pdf
http://www.environmentalpeacebuilding.org/assets/Documents/pcnrm-pb003-land-USL.pdf
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Disaster Risk Reduction
The disaster risk reduction (DRR) pillar of UNEP’s Disasters and Conflicts programme focuses on countries that 
have been identified as vulnerable to natural hazards, and on human-made disaster events with an environmental 
component. As well as producing environmental risk assessments, UNEP seeks to strengthen the hand of Member States 
for environmental management through developing responsive strategies, building capacity and implementing pilot 
projects to reduce identified risks, thereby contributing to long-term disaster risk reduction. UNEP also contributes 
to global policy development by producing policy toolkits and training modules that demonstrate good practices 
and lessons learned in reducing risks, and provides environmental data and expertise on sustainable management 
of shared natural resources.

Celebrating international Day  
for Disaster Reduction 
UNEP together with the Partnership for Environment and 
Disaster Risk Reduction (PEDRR) hosted the second Lecture 
Series on Disasters, Resilience and Eco-Solutions, to mark 
this year’s International Day for Disaster Reduction on 13 
October. Entitled “Unpacking resilience in the post-2015 
HFA: reducing vulnerability to disasters”, the seminar 
featured three guest speakers: His Excellency Mr. Manuel 
B. Dengo, Permanent Representative to the Permanent 
Mission of the Republic of Costa Rica to the United 
Nations; Dr. Karen Sudmeier-Rieux, IUCN Commission on 

Supporting the Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation training for  
Member States of the Abidjan 
Convention 
From 10-12 December 2013, UNEP conducted an 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) Training to support 
capacity building initiatives of the Abidjan Convention 
intended to aid Member States in mainstreaming EbA 
into national planning processes. The Regional Training 
targeted government representatives from 22 countries 
under the Abidjan Convention, and other regional 
stakeholders. It raised awareness of the relevance 
of ecosystem-based approaches for climate change 
adaptation and the available tools which facilitate 
mainstreaming of EbA. Delivered through presentations, 
case studies, interactive exercises and use of short 
videos, the training was comprised of six modules, 
with a dedicated session on the linkages between EbA 
and disaster risk reduction. The training was led by the 
Secretariat of the Abidjan Convention and the Climate 
Change Adaptation Unit with the section on disaster 
risk reduction delivered by UNEP’s Post-Conflict and 
Disaster Management Branch. 

Ecosystems Management; and Ms. Sylvie Wabbes Candotti, 
FAO. The seminar discussed the meaning of resilience 
by drawing from experience in ecosystems and natural 
resource management, and reflected on the potential role 
of environment in the post-2015 global framework on 
disaster risk reduction. The seminar attracted Permanent 
Missions, international organizations and the wider Geneva 
public. PEDRR plans to host quarterly seminars on similar 
topics throughout the year as a means to facilitate increased 
awareness and dialogue amongst the international and local 
Geneva community. Quarterly Seminars are held at the 
Maison internationale de l’environnement/ International 
Environment House in Geneva.

Promoting improved ecosystem management in vulnerable 
countries for sustainable and resilient development 

 

 

                           Contact information  
                           Marisol Estrella, Project coordinator 
                           marisol.estrella@unep.org  

 

Summary of progress (as of end October 2013) 
in all four field projects: 

 

 National Training on Eco-DRR delivered, with 
defined Agenda for Action to influence national 
policy and planning 

 Field interventions on ecosystem restoration or 
rehabilitation initiated or under preparation  

 National and community baseline assessments 
for Eco-DRR opportunity mapping  and 
household surveys completed 

 Baseline GIS maps prepared on site locations, 
land-use and land cover, hazards, and 
population distribution (exposure)  

 Geospatial modelling work (InVEST) 
undertaken for Haiti and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo  to demonstrate benefits 
of ecosystem restoration in reducing 
vulnerability to disasters  

 Regular project site visits by UNEP staff and 
local implementing partners  

 Meeting with EU focal points in all four 
countries to provide a briefing on the Eco-DRR 
project 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The European Commission and UNEP are collaborating on a three-year project (2012-2015) to 
promote, innovate and scale up ecosystem-based disaster risk reduction (Eco-DRR) in 
vulnerable countries and raise greater recognition of Eco-DRR globally. While the project is 
global in scope, it is implementing Eco-DRR demonstration projects in four countries: Sudan, 
Afghanistan, Haiti and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.   

The Eco-DRR demonstration projects apply ecosystem-based approaches for disaster risk 
reduction and, in the process, develop local and national capacities for designing, implementing 
and replicating similar initiatives around the country. The project also seeks to influence national 
policy and planning processes, and integrate disaster risk reduction and resilience in sustainable 
development.    
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international conference 
on Natural Resources and 
Development
UNEP, together with the Center for Natural Resources 
and Development (CNRD), co-organized an international 
conference on “Food, water and energy security: integrated 
science for sustainability”, held in Viña del Mar, Chile, from 
November 25 to 28. CNRD is an international network 
of universities that works to advance the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) of the United Nations. The two 
keynote speakers of the conference, and partners of UNEP, 
included Professor Mary C. Comerio from the University 
of California at Berkeley, renowned for her work on 

earthquakes and building construction, as well as Professor 
Conor Skehan from the Dublin Institute of Technology, 
who is a leading authority on environmental assessments. 
UNEP was represented by Muralee Thummarukudy, head 
of the Disaster Risk Reduction Programme. He presented 
on the role of higher education in promoting environmental 
sustainability and disaster risk reduction. 

UNEP has also further advanced its collaboration with 
the CNRD Network by agreeing to develop a short 
certificate, E-learning course on Ecosystem-based 
Disaster Risk Reduction based on the PEDRR/CNRD 
Master’s Module launched last June 2013.

For more information about the Conference, please visit 
the website: http://confnrd2013.info/

PEDRR international Science-
Policy Workshop on Eco-DRR 
planned for June 2014 
The Partnership for Environment and Disaster Risk 
Reduction (PEDRR) is planning its second international 
workshop on Eco-DRR to be held in Indonesia in June 
2014, with a focus on “Ecosystems as a bridge between 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation: 
Opportunities and Challenges”. The workshop will 
examine how to maximize integration of DRR and 
CCA through ecosystem-based approaches, and how 
these integrated strategies can help inform policies 
and programming that aim to build local and national 
resilience to disasters. The workshop will be organized 

around four main themes: evidence and economics of 
Eco-DRR/CCA; decision-making tools for Eco-DRR (e.g. 
spatial planning, environmental impact assessments, 
etc.); innovative institutional arrangements and 
policies for Eco-DRR/CCA; and cutting-edge research 
and technical innovations on Eco-DRR/CCA. PEDRR 
partners directly involved include UNEP, UNU, IUCN-
CEM and The Nature Conservancy. PEDRR will also 
collaborate with the Center for Natural Resources and 
Development (CNRD) Network. Expected outcomes 
include a book publication and a policy brief that would 
feed into ongoing consultations for the post-2015 global 
framework on disaster risk reduction. 

Contact: Marisol Estrella, DRR Project Coordinator, 
UNEP PCDMB, at: marisol.estrella@unep.org

Promoting improved ecosystem management in vulnerable 
countries for sustainable and resilient development 
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global in scope, it is implementing Eco-DRR demonstration projects in four countries: Sudan, 
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reduction and, in the process, develop local and national capacities for designing, implementing 
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the Awareness and  
Preparedness for  
Emergencies at local  
level (APEll)  
programme
A state of the art APELL guide

To account for the increased complexity of industrial 
operations, new approaches as well as new solutions for 
emergency preparedness, UNEP’s Business and Industry 
Unit is currently revising the APELL Handbook first 
published in 1988. The APELL approach, developed in 
partnership with industry associations, communities and 
governments, provides guidance on raising awareness 
of hazardous installations in local communities and on 
preparing well-coordinated emergency plans. 

Given the global developments in policy and at the 
industry level, UNEP is seeking to produce a 2nd edition 
of the APELL Handbook and has engaged a group of 
international experts worldwide to support the review 
and development of the new publication. The 2nd edition 
will include revised references and links to applicable 
state-of-the-art tools and methodologies in emergency 
preparedness and local community engagement to 
support the implementation of the APELL approach 
as well as purposefully developed templates and 
checklists.

On 10 December in Paris, a workshop was held with 
a group of international experts to identify strengths 
and weaknesses of the current Handbook and to 
provide specific recommendations for the 2nd edition. 
Additional recommendations were made to ensure that t 
technological disasters be included in the wider Disaster 
Risk Reduction strategies context recognized by the 
UNISDR.

Further efforts in 2014 will focus on strengthening the 
global network of APELL practitioners through a series of 
training of trainers workshops.

Emergency drills and awareness raising  
in Bahia Blanca

From 20-21 November, UNEP, in collaboration 
with the APELL centre at the National Technical 
University of Bahia Blanca (Argentina) held a two day 
regional awareness raising event in Bahia Blanca. The 
event introduced the UNEP APELL programme and 
methodology to interested parties coming from the 
Latin American region by featuring the experiences of 
Bahia Blanca with APELL over the past 13 years. Around 
120 participants, representing industrial associations, 
industries, local and national authorities attended from 
five different countries. The event featured presentations, 
workshops, and field trips around the petrochemical site 
of Bahia Blanca as well as emergency drills in industry 
and local schools. 

Contact: Cristina Battaglino, Associate Programme 
Officer, APELL at: cristina.battaglino@unep.org 

Bahia Blanca skyline
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On 6 November 2013, ENVSEC celebrated its 10th 
anniversary of work transforming shared environmental 
risks into joint management opportunities in the pan-
European region. Some 79 participants including 
government, field practitioners, and civil society 
gathered in Brussels to commemorate the achievement 
and discuss the way forward for regional cooperation in 
environment and security. 

Over the past decade, ENVSEC has worked with 30 
countries and over 100 local and international partners. 
In total, more than 150 projects on environment and 
security have been implemented in Central Asia, Eastern 
Europe, South Eastern Europe and the South Caucasus 

with approximately 170 million beneficiaries. The results, 
lessons learned, and best practices of the ten year initiative 
were documented and showcased at the event in a new 
publication entitled “Transforming risks into cooperation 
- Environment and Security Initiative 2003-2013”.

Among the key aspects of the ENVSEC Initiative featured 
in the publication were its multi-level, cross-border and 
participatory approach and its long-term standing for 
investments in disaster risk reduction and environmental 
diplomacy. ENVSEC partner organisations have also 
committed to continue strengthening regional dialogue 
and cooperation for addressing environment and security 
hot spots in the region.

the Environment and Security 
initiative (ENVSEC)
The Environment and Security Initiative (ENVSEC) is an inter-agency initiative 
of international organizations comprising UNEP, UNDP, the Organization for 
Security and cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the UN Economic Commission 
for Europe (UNECE, and the Regional Environmental Centre for Central and 
Eastern Europe (REC). The ENVSEC partnership aims to reduce tensions and 
increase cooperation through the joint management of natural resources and 
environmental threats in Eastern Europe, South Eastern Europe, the Southern 
Caucasus and Central Asia.

Participants gather outside after  discussing the creation of a protected area in the Sharra mountains

trilateral Vision for the Protected 
Area “Sharr/Šar Planina–Korab-
Dešat/Deshat”
In November 2013, the Environment Ministers of the 
bordering countries of Albania, Kosovo and FYR of 
Macedonia signed the joint vision for the transboundary 
protected area “Sharr/Šar Planina-Korab-Dešat/Deshat”. 

The ministers articulated a common position on the 
protection of the mountain, recognizing that such 
protection will enhance its ecological value and through 
the development of eco-tourism will bring about social 
and economic benefits in the region. This trilateral vision 
is an important step towards creating the protected 
area. The meeting in FYR of Macedonia was organized 
by UNEP, with the attendance of local community 
representatives from the countries. 
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Addressing climate 
vulnerability in the 
Dniester river basin 
Climate change will lead to warmer, 
wetter winters and hotter, drier summers 
along the Dniester River according 
to a joint UNEP-OSCE-UNECE study 
“Reducing vulnerability to extreme floods 
and climate change in the Dniester.” 
Following the release of the report 
findings, representatives of different water 
users, sectors, regions and authorities 
along the Dniester River gathered on 
9 July 2013 in Chisinau, Moldova, 
to discuss the risks and preventative 
measures. The stakeholder workshop 
was held under the new project “Climate 
change and security in the Dniester 
basin”, with funding from the European 
Union’s Instrument for Stability and the 
Austrian Development Agency. 

Contact: Marika Palosaari, Programme 
Officer, Environment and Security 
Initiative, at: 
marika.palosaari@unep.org 
and: www.envsec.org

Round table Discussion  
on the implementation  
of the SEA Protocol  
in Belarus 
In September 2013, at a Round Table in 
Minsk, the Preliminary Report of the Strategic 
Environment Assessment (SEA) on Improvement 
of Environmental Legislation in Belarus was 
presented. The assessment provides an important 
baseline to aid Belarus in its efforts to identify 
and minimize security risks stemming from 
environmental hazards. The meeting, arranged 
through the project “Linking Environment and 
Security in Belarus”, was attended by ministry 
representatives, international organisations, 
NGOs and legal experts. Participants emphasized 
the need for a strengthened legal regulatory 
and technical framework for environmental 
protection and identified possible steps to 
integrate environmental issues into decision-
making processes.

Participants discussing the preliminary report of the Strategic 
Environment Assessment (SEA) aiming at improving the  
Belarus national environment legislation

Rybnytsia, northern Transnistria, Moldova, seen across the Dniester river. The 
Dniester river basin presents risks of floods; citizens and governments have to be 
aware of them and well prepared to limit the disasters risks
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Publications – recent releases

Women and Natural 
Resources: Unlocking the 
Peacebuilding Potential

This explores the relationship 
between women and natural 
resources in conflict settings. 

Launched: November 2013,  
New York, Geneva

Information available here

Community Environmental 
Action Planning

Four documents that provide 
an introduction to CEAPs as 
well as a toolkit and guidance 
for facilitators.

Launched: October 2013, 
Khartoum

Information available here

Livestock, Livelihoods, and 
Disaster Response 

This report provides a review 
of emergency livestock 
interventions in Sudan.

Launched: October 2013, 
Khartoum

Information available here

The Role of Natural 
Resources in Disarmament, 
Demobilization and 
Reintegration

This report focuses on the role 
of natural resources in DDR.

Launched: December 2013,  
New York, Geneva

Information available here

Participatory Rural 
Appraisals of Ifwoto  
and Lainya Payams

This report presents the 
findings of full scale PRA 
of Ifwoto and Lainya payams.

Launched: November 2013, 
Juba

Information available here

Forest cover mapping in 
Ifwoto and Lainya Payams: 
Technical report

UNEP’s aim was to generate 
an overview of land use and 
natural forest areas in the two 
payams.

Launched: November 2013, 
Juba

Information available here

United Nations Environment Programme, United Nations Entity for Gender Equality  
and the Empowerment of Women, United Nations Peacebuilding Support Office  

and United Nations Development Programme

Women and Natural Resources 
Unlocking the Peacebuilding Potential

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations. 

United Nations Environment Programme and 
United Nations Development Programme

Addressing Risks and Seizing Opportunities

The Role of Natural Resources  
in Disarmament, Demobilization 

and Reintegration
Empowered lives.
Resilient nations. 

Strengthening the humanity and dignity of people in crisis through knowledge and practice

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 3

Livestock, Livelihoods, and Disaster Response: 
PART ONE: A Review of Livestock-Based  
Livelihood Projects in Sudan

Merry Fitzpatrick, Helen Young

On the Hoof
Livestock Trade in Darfur

9/12/2012   3:51:38 PM

South Sudan Pilot 
Community Forestry  

Project
Participatory Rural Appraisals of Ifwoto 
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Disasters and Conflicts

www .unep .org/disastersandconflicts

For more information on UNEP’s Disasters and 
Conflicts Sub-programme, please contact:

United Nations Environment Programme 
Post-Conflict and Disaster Management Branch 
international Environment House 
15 chemin des Anémones 
CH-1219 Châtelaine, geneva 
Switzerland

Or:

tel .: +41 (0)22 917 8530 
Fax: +41 (0)22 917 8064

www .unep .org/disastersandconflicts 
www .envsec .org

Aerial view of the forests in Côte d’Ivoire taken during UNEP’s post-conflict environmental assessment (see p. 3)




