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BURUNDI Remote Monitoring Update December 2019 

Continued heavy rainfall impacts crops and livelihoods, though harvest prospects remain above average 

KEY MESSAGES  

• Above-average rainfall continued in November, leading
to extensive flooding, mainly in the Humid Plateaus, and 
landslides, mainly in the western Congo-Nile Ridge 
zones. This negatively impacted moisture-sensitive bean 
and Irish potato crops, but benefited maize, bananas, 
roots, and tubers. Overall, an above-average harvest is 
expected in December-February, with Minimal (IPC 
Phase 1) outcomes anticipated through May 2020. 
However, areas affected by flooding or landslides will 
likely face Stressed (IPC Phase 2) or worse outcomes. 

• Prices of most staple foods remained stable in
November, though prices of maize continued to
increase. According to the consumer price index for food
products published by ISTEEBU, food prices increased by
1.4 percent between October and November 2019 – a
small increase during a lean period. Food prices were 6.5
percent higher in November 2019 compared to
November 2018, mainly driven by the prices of bread
and cereals, which were 14.8 percent higher.

• Burundian refugees continue to return from Tanzania at a slower pace than the 2,000 per week planned by the Burundian
and Tanzanian governments in August 2019. According to UNHCR, 409 Burundian refugees returned in the month of
November – the lowest total since January. As of November, only one of the three transit centers was functioning. As a
result, many new returnees will likely face Stressed! (IPC Phase 2!) or worse food security outcomes until May 2020.

ZONE CURRENT ANOMALIES PROJECTED ANOMALIES 
National Persistent heavy rainfall across the country has led to 

further flooding and landslides, mainly in Cibitoke, 
Bubanza, and Bujumbura Rural and Mairie provinces. 
The worst flooding occurred in Bujumbura Rural and 
Mairie provinces, claiming dozens of lives and 
damaging or destroying hundreds of houses.  The 
worst landslide in Mugina Commune, Cibitoke 
Province claimed 36 lives, displaced approximately 
1,709 people, and damaged roads and infrastructure. 

Given the above-average rainfall forecast for December, 
further flooding is likely to occur, particularly in 
marshlands in the Humid Plateaus and in poorly drained 
urban areas of the Imbo Plains. Landslides are also likely 
to reoccur in areas already impacted, as their soils 
remain highly saturated. These disasters are anticipated 
to result in increased displacement, though the overall 
number of IDPs is anticipated to decrease through May 
2020.  

In the week ending December 8 (week 49), WHO 
recorded 164,186 new reported malaria cases, a 9.4 
percent increase over the last weekly incidence rate 
recorded in late October, and a 25 percent increase 
compared to the same time period last year. Flooding 
and water stagnation present increased risk of 
malaria transmission. 

Despite the recent increase in incidence, the ongoing 
control campaign including distribution of insecticide-
treated mosquito nets and the reduction in rainfall 
anticipated in early 2020 are likely to reduce the 
incidence of the disease in future months, as happened 
in 2017. 

Current and projected food security outcomes, December 
2019-January 2020 (left) and February-May 2020 (right) 

Phase 1: Minimal 

! 

Would likely be at least one 
phase worse without current 
or programmed humanitarian 
assistance

Phase 2: Stressed 

Phase 3+: Crisis or higher 

Source: FEWS NET 

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key IPC 
protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national food security 
partners. 

FEWS NET Remote Monitoring countries use a colored outline to represent the 
highest IPC classification in areas of concern.  

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Voluntary%20Repatriation%20of%20Burundian%20Refugees%2C%20Update%20as%20of%2030%20November%202019.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330302/OEW51-23122019.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/330150/OEW50-16122019.pdf
http://www.fews.net/ipc
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC-Manual-2-Interactive.pdf#page=24
http://www.fews.net/about-us/where-we-work
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Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 

PROJECTED OUTCOMES THROUGH MAY 2020 

Heavy rainfall in November and December (Figure 1) caused 
significant damage to bean crops and Irish potatoes, but benefitted 
maize, cassava, bananas, and sweet potatoes. Even the zones that 
frequently face rainfall shortages (particularly Kirundo and Muyinga 
provinces) are expected to receive above-average harvests in 
December-January. As a result, the Season A harvest is likely to be 
above-average overall. However, heavy rainfall led to localized 
flooding and landslides that destroyed crops, houses, and 
infrastructure, and claimed dozens of lives. In Cibitoke Province, the 
December 4 landslides in Mugina Commune resulted in 1,709 
displacements and 36 deaths. In Bujumbura Rural and Mairie 
Province, flooding  displaced 389 people and claimed 15 lives during 
the week of 15-22 December. Furthermore, heavy rainfall has 
accelerated soil erosion across the country, which will negatively 
impact crop production potential in the long term, particularly in the 
Congo-Nile Ridge and Humid Plateaus zones. 

Average rainfall forecast for the February-May 2020 period is expected to lead to average harvests in May-June 2020. 
Furthermore, food prices are likely to decrease significantly in January 2020 when Season 2019 A harvests replenish market 
stocks. The outlook is particularly good for maize, the prices of which have been recently increasing the most. However, prices 
of beans – the main source of protein – are likely to remain above average due to damage from the heavy rainfall. Meanwhile, 
normal demand for agricultural labor will likely facilitate access to income during this period, expected to improve access to 
food through market purchases for most market-dependent poor households. Additionally, a reduction in flooding and water 
stagnation, combined with ongoing malaria control measures, is expected to significantly reduce malaria prevalence. Due to 
these factors, Minimal (IPC Phase 1) outcomes are anticipated through May 2020. 

As of December 9, Burundi hosted around 48,000 camp-based Congolese refugees according to OCHA. Meanwhile, the 
number of IDPs has continued to decline, reaching 103,000 as of October 2019. This is mainly due to improving security 
conditions and livelihood options in their communities of origin, as well as permanent settlement in new locations. Due to 
uncertainty about security conditions with the upcoming elections in May 2020, the influx of voluntary returns from Tanzania 
is likely to remain low. As a result of ongoing assistance, these populations are expected to continue facing Stressed! (IPC 
Phase 2!) food security outcomes through at least May 2020.  

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 1: Season 2020 A rainfall (mm) by pentad, Cibitoke 
Province, CHIRPS data and GEFS forecast 

 Source: FEWS NET/USGS 

ABOUT REMOTE MONITORING 
In remote monitoring, a coordinator typically works from a nearby regional office. Relying on partners for data, the coordinator uses 
scenario development to conduct analysis and produce monthly reports. As less data may be available, remote monitoring reports may 
have less detail than those from countries with FEWS NET offices. Learn more here. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA_Burundi-Floods_FlashUpdate%233%20-%2020191212%20-%20EN.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Dashboard_Suivi_des_urgences_DTM_15_22_D%C3%A9cembre_2019_0.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Dashboard_Suivi_des_urgences_DTM_15_22_D%C3%A9cembre_2019_0.pdf
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/burundi/
http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development
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