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This Flash Report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS  
• On 31 March 2019, armed attackers stormed the city of 

Arbinda killing a local religious leader and six family 
members.  

• The attack has sparked intercommunal clashes in several 
villages around Arbinda, claiming more than 60 lives.  

• Verification is ongoing to determine the number of people 
displaced by the latest violence. Arbinda was already 
home to more than 14,000 IDPs.  

• Priority needs of the affected people include water, food, 
shelter, non-food items (NFI), and protection. 

• The Government has started providing first assistance with 
food and NFI.  

• UN agencies and NGOs are planning emergency 
response based on identified gaps. 

• Access to the area remains difficult due to insecurity. 
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
On 31 March, armed attackers stormed the city of Arbinda, in Soum province in the Sahel region, killing a local religious 
leader and six members of his family. The attack sparked intercommunal clashes in several villages around Arbinda, leading 
to the death of more than 60 people. Many families have fled their homes, and verification is ongoing to determine the total 
number of new displacements following the latest violence. In fear of retaliatory attacks, between 200 and 300 people 
belonging to the Fulani ethnic group are currently sheltering at the mayor’s office compound under protection by security 
forces. Many of the IDPs have fled from Belahouro, one of the attacked villages. Arbinda city was already hosting 14,289 
IDPs preceding the attack.  
 
Armed attacks and insecurity in Burkina Faso’s Est, Centre-Nord, Nord and Sahel regions have triggered an unprecedented 
humanitarian emergency. Nearly 136,000 people have been uprooted from their homes, over half of them since the start of 
2019. Some 357 schools have been reopened in March, 954 schools remain closed, leaving some 119,000 children without 
education. About 250,000 people do not have access to medical care as health centres have been forced shut or have cut 
back services. Humanitarian organizations are scaling up operations to support the Government-led response and provide 
life-saving assistance and protection to the displaced and other people in need. In 2019, the humanitarian community is 
appealing for $100 million to assist 900,000 most vulnerable people among the 1.2 million in need of assistance. As of 2 
April, 20 per cent of the funds had been provided. 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE 
Priority needs of the affected people include water, food, shelter, NFI and protection. The Government through the Disaster 
Management Agency – CONASUR – has started providing life-saving assistance with food and NFI. UN agencies and 
NGOs are planning emergency relief response based on identified gaps. Access to the area remains challenging due to 
security reasons.  
 

Water, hygiene and sanitation (WASH): OXFAM is preparing to distribute hygiene kits to around 3,000 households. 
OXFAM and Solidarités International are coordinating efforts to rehabilitate boreholes in a region already suffering from 
acute water shortage.  

Food assistance: Food assistance from CONASUR targeting 14,000 IDPs has arrived on 4 April. As of 6 April, OXFAM 
will start distribution to 4,000 households with vouchers for food. The assistance will run for three months.   
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Shelter and Non-food items (NFI): While the IDPs in Arbinda are living in host families, many of them are sleeping in the 
open. There is an urgent need to provide shelter. NFI from CONASUR targeting 14,000 IDPs have arrived on 4 April. 
Kitchen utensils are among the identified NFI gaps. UNHCR will start NFI distribution as soon as security permits. 

Protection: The host and displaced population of Arbinda are traumatized by the violence. Humanité & Inclusion has been 
providing psychosocial support in the area previously and is planning to send psychosocial experts to Arbinda the coming 
week. Danish Refugee Council is working with community volunteers to monitor and respond to protection concerns. 
UNFPA has a running SGBV programme in Arbinda that will address new cases. 

COORDINATION 

On 4 April OCHA convened a meeting with NGOs operating in Arbinda to discuss the needs and response to be urgently 
provided in support to the Government response.  

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact:  
Abdoulaye SAWADOGO, Team Leader, Humanitarian Advisory Team, OCHA: sawadogoa@un.org / +226 57345955 
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