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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS: 
Guinea-Bissau: Cholera on the decline  
West Africa: West Africa holds first major conference on drug trafficking 
Côte d’Ivoire/Niger: Medecins Sans Frontères stops its activities  
Liberia: Monrovia school canteens reopen 

 
 
1- HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
1.1 Food Security and Nutrition 
Regional overview  
According to a CRS, CILSS, FAO, FEWS -NET and WFP joint report, a decline in the price of millet and 
maize began in September 2008, however there is no indication how far prices will drop, or for how long 
the trend will last. Satisfactory rains that continued until the end of September in the Sahel have resulted in 
good crop and grazing conditions. New crops of millet, maize, groundnut and cowpea are being brought to 
rural and urban markets. The CILSS/FAO/FEWS-NET crop assessment missions that started in October 
will ascertain expected production, and will help determine how long these trends could hold favorably for  
the average consumer in the region. The international context is one of falling prices for food – specifically 
maize and wheat - and fuel. Rice remains above long term averages. A sharp decline in the price of 
commodities produced in West Africa on international markets is noted. In order to mitigate the impact of 
price increase, the organisations made nine recommendations, among other things:  to carry out a joint 
mission in the Western basin to ascertain how food markets are reacting to the significantly higher price of 
rice; to assess the impact of a weaker CFA franc on regional food markets, to initiate the restocking of now-
depleted cereal banks, to continue advocating against obstacles to commerce, among other things. 
 (Source: West Africa: Markets, Hazards and food security, Issue 3- October 2008) 
 
Liberia: Reopening of canteens in Monrovia 
The Government of Liberia and WFP launched in September a programme of school canteens in Monrovia 
for 150,000 school children whose families were affected the impact of the price increase. More than 
400,000 school children will continue to profit from school canteens in rural areas for 2008/2009 in more 
than 2,600 primary schools. Liberia is particularly sensitive to food price variations on the international 
market as it is very dependent to imports. The World Bank disbursed 4 million dollars to support school 
canteens in Liberia for two years. (Source: PAM-Info, Octobre-Decembre 2008) 
 
Côte d’Ivoire : Worrisome malnutrition rates 
A collaborative study  (UNICEF, WFP and the Government of Côte d’Ivoire)  conducted between 16 and 28 
July 2008 in the districts of Abobo, Koumassi and Yopougon (Abidjan) and in the departments of Denguélé,  
Bafing, Savanes, Worodougou and Zanazan (northern Côte d’Ivoire) has revealed a prevalence of 4.7% 
global acute malnutrition in Abidjan and 17.5% in the north. The study shows  a worrisome nutritional 
situation for which it recommends, among other things: the strengthening of materna l and child health 
programmes  ; the increase of care and support to moderate acute malnutrition through supplementary 
nutritional centres in the north ; a deeper scrutiny of the causes of anaemia as well as the formulation of a 
package of appropriate activities , etc. 
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1.2 Protection and population mouvements  
After a 4-month break, the repatriation of Mauritanian refugees living in Senegal resumed with the return of 
19 families (105 persons). The UNHCR ensured their transport to the border town of Rosso.  
 
1.3 Health 
Cholera is dwindling in Guinea Bissau 
The cholera epidemic started dwindling at the end of October, five months after the beginning of the 
epidemic which caused the death of 218 people for more than 13,000 cases as of 31 October. Beyond such a 
positive development, the cholera epidemic confirmed the need to find a durable solution through a synergy 
involving the Government, humanitarian and development actors. The capital city Bissau, the region of 
Bombo and the Isles of Bijagos remain the most affected. On 20 October, the European Commission’s 
Humanitarian Aid office (ECHO) allocated 500,000 EUR (over 646,000 USD) to curb the current situation. 
OCHA equally deployed an Emergency Response Officer to assess the situation and assist humanitarian 
actors. In 2005, the cholera affected over 25,000 and made more than 400 deaths. 
 
MSF-France ends its activities in Niger and in Côte d’Ivoire 
The French branch of Medecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders) has decided to leave Niger  
further to the government’s ban of its activities in the region of Maradi. In a communiqué, the NGO called 
on other partners to pick up where they left off. MSF has been working in Niger  since 2001. ( See 
communiqué : http://msf.fr/2008/10/30/1030/la-section-francaise-de-medecins -sans-frontieres -contrainte-
de-quitter - le-niger/) 
 
MSF also announced stopping its activities in Côte d’Ivoire where it started working in 1990. The 
organization has been phasing out its withdrawal over the last few years. In a communiqué, the organisation 
called for the continuity of free health care. 
 
1.4 Natural disasters 
Influenza Pandemic 
The West Africa Avian and Human Influenza Platform gathered on 28 October in a technical meeting on the 
preparedness to a global avian pandemic, an outbreak in the sub region, and the introduction of “Who Does 
What Where” in the sector.  
 
2- SOCIO -POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
West Africa : 1st  international meeting on drug trafficking 
From 27 to 29 October, hundreds of international experts gathered in Praia, Cape Verde, to exchange on the 
emergence of West Africa as a platform for drug and narcotics. The meeting gave birth to action plan that 
aims to fight this phenomenon through a variety of means, including strengthening the anti-narcotics 
capabilities of the states. For more information, please check  
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2008-10-28.html 
 
Mauritania : The junta on power threatened to be sanctioned 
The European Union gave a 30-day ultimatum – until 20 November – to the Mauritanian military junta to 
propose an exit plan out of the current crisis or it would be sanctioned. The warning is the result of a 
meeting that gathered the two parties on 20 October in Brussels. The African Union, which has already 
condemned the coup, reiterated its wish to see the country return to its initial situation. In the latter part of 
the month, the situation is marked by worrisome acts: the deposed president remains in detention,  his wife 
summoned before the Sénat1, a former minister arrested, and the head of the national TV station fired. 
 
Bakassi : Non stop insecurity in the peninsula 
The kidnappings of individuals notably the oil sector worker s and other violent acts on sea off Nigeria and 
Cameroon have been registered all along this month. Most of the acts are attributed to armed groups 

                                                 
1 French Press Agency (AFP), 27 October 2008 
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composing the Niger Delta Defence and Security Council (NDDSC). Meanwhile, 10 oil workers are 
detained by the Bakassi Freedom Fighters, a NDDSC branch. 
 
Niger : The Government sentenced to compensate a former slave 
The ECOWAS justice court handed a historical verdict according to human rights activists as it deemed the 
Government of Niger responsible in the case of a slavery regarding a young woman. According to the court, 
Niger authorities failed in its protection obligations. It is the first time that the court that was created in 1991 
gave such judgement.  
 
 
3- RESSOURCE MOBILISATION  
The West Africa includes 82 projects from UN and Non-Governmental organizations for a total of USD 370 
million.  The « final field draft » was sent to New York for finalisation. The 2009 CAP focuses on food 
crisis and is articulated around four priority areas for humanitarian intervention: 1) Food Security and 
Nutrition;2) Health; 3) Protection and Population Movements; and 4) Water, Sanitation and Hygiene. For 
2009, a fifth sector (Coordinatio n/ Information management/ Support services) has been added to the 
priority sectors as it was felt that communication, information sharing and cross-sector analysis were crucial 
to achieve a coherent and coordinated response.  
 
As of 4 November, the contributions to the 2008 CAP are as follows: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts/reports/daily/ocha_R32_A788___08110407.pdf 
 
Table of 2008 CAP funding by theme (as of 4 November 2008) 

 Them es Requests in  
US $  

Funding in  US 
$  % 

Food security and Nutrition  219,814,712 
 

146,930,884   67% 

Health Emergencies  22,073,914 2,000,347 9% 

Protection and Population Movements 175,589,274 119,072,927   68% 

Natural Disaster preparedness 2,828,800 0 0% 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  (WASH) 10,449,280  4,226,336 40%  

Cross thematic/coordination 24,510,853  8,016,728 33% 

Theme not yet specified 1,882,665  
 

4,710,970  250% 

Overall Total: 457,149,498 
  

284,958,192   62% 
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For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on the humanitarian situation in the 
region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 

To receive or be removed from our distribution list, request information or to contribute to the next monthly report, please contact: 
Yvon Edoumou, edoumou@un.org, +221.33.869.8515, +221.77.569.9653 

Ndiaga Seck, seckn@un.org 
Amadou Kane, kanea@un.org, +221.869.8514 

NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee the accuracy of the reports 
mentioned in the document.  

 


