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This report was issued by OCHA Myanmar with inputs from UNHCR and other organizations present in Northern 
Rakhine State. It covers the period from 23 to 28 June. The next report will be issued on or around 01 July. 
 

 

 
The total number of people killed is 68 according to the Minister of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement. 
 
The Minister met international agencies and donors in Yangon on Sunday 27 June and declared that while 
there were still ongoing relief efforts, there is a need to focus on recovery. During the meeting, the Minister 
has briefed the participants on the efforts of the Government to respond to the emergency and has thanked 
the UN, INGOs and donors for their support. The Minister has highlighted the need to continue efforts at the 
regional level, noting that there was no need to activate further emergency mechanisms. A 14 points plan 
including assessments, relief response, reconstruction activities and coordination mechanisms was presented 
by the Minister. A similar communication was delivered to local NGOs on 26 June. 
 
The Minister has also confirmed his support to facilitate access and expedite travel authorizations for the 
organizations present in NRS and responding to the needs of the affected population. 
 
The Minister has also highlighted the need to engage into Disaster Risk Reduction activities to mitigate further 
risks in the area as the rainy season has just started. 
 
In the field, the overall situation is slowly returning to normal in Buthidaung and Maungdaw town. In 
Buthidaung the market which was severely flooded reopened on 22 June. The landslides on the road leading 
up to the tunnel from the Maungdaw side have been cleared, substantially reducing the walking time between 
Maungdaw and Buthidaung to about one hour. Nonetheless, heavy rains make the mountain route 
impassable, which hinders the movement between Maungdaw and Buthidaung. The road remains closed to 
vehicle traffic for the time being. Due to the destruction of the Zaw Ma Tat Bridge, access to Maungdaw South 
remains severely limited, resulting in major logistical challenges, as the area cannot be accessed by boat. 
The temporary work for Zaw Ma Tat bridge by BAJ is scheduled to be completed on 30 June.  
 
Joint needs assessments have estimated that over 28,865 families in both Maungdaw and Buthidaung 
townships have been affected by the floods. 19,430 families (10,145 in Buthidaung, 9,285 in Maungdaw) were 
displaced during the disaster, but it is believed that most of them have returned home in the meantime. The 
number of houses destroyed is estimated to be 814 (634 in Buthidaung and 180 in Maungdaw). The joint 
rapid assessment teams have reached most of the affected areas by 25 June, providing agencies with 
improved data for the distribution of emergency assistance. Only about 10 village tracts remain to be 
assessed in Maungdaw, with four teams currently in the field to do so. For this reason, the number of affected 
persons for Maungdaw South may still increase. 
 
The two first shipments that were sent from Yangon have been delayed due to bad weather 
conditions. The third shipment has also been delayed and should depart on Wednesday 30 June. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• The Prime Minister visited Buthidaung on 23-24 June. He toured Buthidaung Town and visited inter 
alia the hospital which was affected by the floods. 

• The Minister of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement met with UN, INGOs and Donors in 
Yangon on Sunday 27 June 

• While relief operations continue, the need to work on recovery and disaster risk reduction is a 
priority 

• The shipments that have been sent from Yangon have been delayed due to bad weather 
 

 

II. Situation Overview 
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Food 
A total of 13,561 families have so far received food, across the two affected townships, totaling 662.8 metric 
tons of rice. WFP and cooperating agencies expect to complete the food distribution to the affected families 
by Monday 28 June. Distribution of different stockpiles and locally procured food items is ongoing as per 
agreed division of labor between WFP, ACF, Malteser International, CARE, and UNDP in their respective 
areas. 
In addition to the above, the Regional Development Association (RDA) distributed bags of rice to 1,100 
households, mostly in urban areas during the initial phase of the emergency.  
According to the Minister of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, a total of 4,500 bags of rice have been 
distributed by the Government to the affected population. 
 
Health 
No major outbreaks of water-borne diseases have been reported, though minor diarrhea outbreaks are 
reported as having occurred in some areas.  The State Health Directors requested all agencies to coordinate 
their responses to possible outbreaks with the township medical officers. 
 
Malteser International sent one mobile medical team to the Kyein Chaung area; MSF is keeping two medical 
teams on standby in Maungdaw and one team in Buthidaung. 
 
Initial information notes damage to health facilities (both buildings and equipment) in multiple locations (the 
Buthidaung township hospital, Maternal Child Health centre, 3 Station Health Units/Rural Health Centres and 
6 Sub-Rural Health Centres were flooded). The township hospital is apparently operating again, despite 
damage/loss of equipment. 
 
Due to the destruction of the road from Maungdaw to Buthidaung and the bridge south of Maungdaw, the 
inability to refer patients to Sittwe from Maungdaw remains of concern and a challenge for health agencies 
and the authorities. 
 
The Department of Health is planning to revitalize immunization and micro-nutrient supplementation 
programmes with the support of UNICEF. 
 
Two nutrition centres in Buthidaung Township run by ACF are currently operational, and have received a 
number of malnourished children.  
 
Education 
UNHCR/CSSEP (Community Social Service and Education Programme) has identified the need for 
psychosocial assistance to be provided to children in the flood-affected areas. UNICEF is looking at the issue 
with the Early Childhood Development Programme. 
 
While some of the flood-affected schools are being repaired and cleaned the Ministry of Education is 
conducting an assessment of 54 schools. Approximately 40 school buildings have been affected in 
Buthidaung alone. 
 
Water and Sanitation 
Access to clean water remains one of the most urgent needs. In the affected areas, surface ponds are the 
most important drinking water source. It is estimated that over 200 ponds were flooded during the floods, 
rendering the water unfit for drinking and requiring that the ponds be drained and cleaned. The Township 
Peace and Development Council (TPDC) in both Maungdaw and Buthidaung plans to start pond cleaning in 
affected villages, in collaboration with the Health Department and respective Village Peace and Development 
Council (VPDC) offices. The TPDC intends to distribute pond cleaning equipment, including water pumps, 
generators, and water pipes to the respective authorities. The required generator/pump fuel will be provided 
by TPDC office. UNICEF has confirmed it is sending an additional 40 pumps to support cleaning operations. 
 
As of 25 June, the authorities agreed that agencies start pond cleaning activities. UNHCR will share a list of 
the Village Tracts to be covered by agencies to avoid overlap with GoUM activities.  

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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ACF and Malteser International report shortages of labor for constructing water collection tanks at the village 
level.  
 
Agencies have highlighted the importance of training on the construction of water collection tanks, as well as 
of awareness sessions on safe water. ACF, Malteser International as well as UNICEF have organized such 
sessions, and MSF has also offered their health educators to be involved in such activities. 
 
Meanwhile, according to the Township Medical Officers (TMOs), the Health Department has chlorinated 70 
out of the 82 wells in the Maungdaw urban area, as well as 180 wells out of about 235 in rural areas. A total of 
243,000 water purification tablets have been provided by UNICEF. A remaining balance of 180,000 tablets 
will be distributed on demand. 
 
Out of 88 villages in which UNDP was previously operating, 46 villages were flooded. The agency focused on 
these villages for pond cleaning / renovation and sanitary latrine construction through income generating 
activities. 50 ponds in 46 villages were targeted to be cleaned and renovated. A total of 1,143 latrines were 
completely damaged and 4,141 latrines were partially damaged. UNDP will support 50 HHs per village 
through immediate income generating activities to engage in latrine construction and repair. UNDP also 
provided tarpaulins to some villages to build temporary water storage tanks. The authorities will provide 
logistics arrangements to bring 1,000 latrine pans and pipes provided by UNICEF and to be moved from 
Sittwe to Buthidaung. 
 
Agriculture, Livestock, Livelihood 
FAO has identified approximately 500 acres of paddy land in the two townships which need to cleaned, to 
allow for future cultivation.  
 
First assessments by the authorities and FAO indicate that small livestock has been particularly affected. 
 
In cooperation with local authorities, FAO has provided 4,000 baskets of paddy seeds to the affected areas.  
 
Further, FAO has confirmed the mobilization of its stocks that include 500 bags of fertilizer, 7 tons of taro 
corm, 300 kg of vegetable seeds and pigeon pea, and 18 kg of drum stick (maringa) seeds. FAO has also 
provided 140 goats. 
 
FAO estimates there is an urgent need to procure the following: 1,500 baskets of paddy seeds, 500 bags of 
Urea, 200 kg of vegetable seeds and 600 kg of pigeon peas,  
 
NFI 
The Government of Japan has shared the list if emergency relief items it has provided through its grant: 25 
generators, 25 cord reels, 15 water tanks (3,700 litres), 15 water purifiers, 10 tents (for 6 persons). 
 
Remaining stockpiles are being distributed at the moment. Only few items are left in the warehouses, incl. 333 
UNICEF family kits in Buthidaung (314 have already been distributed).  
 
Additional NFIs have been procured from Yangon with a cash grant of US$49,500 provided by OCHA to 
purchase tarpaulin sheets, kitchen sets and mosquito nets.  
 
NFIs are being provided as a priority to families with completely destroyed houses. They receive, one 
UNICEF family kit per household in Buthidaung. In Maungdaw, the Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) in 
cooperation with other agencies is assembling NFI kits (incl. e.g. kitchen equipment) for affected families.  
 
The division of work according to village tracts has been agreed on between CARE, ACF, MRCS, Malteser 
and UNHCR. Each of the agencies will distribute NFIs to vulnerable affected families using agreed criteria. 
Across the two townships, CARE will target about 3,000 households (HH) in 21 village tracts (VTs), ACF 
about 4,400 HHs in 18 VTs, Malteser about 2,200 HHs in 16 VTs, UNHCR about 3,900 HHs in 28 VTs, and 
MRCS 2,335 HH in 16 VTs. The division of coverage for later-assessed areas remains to be determined. 
 
As the northern part of MGD is difficult to reach, distribution of large numbers of NFI kits will be a challenge.  
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The Minister of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement has requested that all the organizations involved in 
the response to the floods in NRS coordinate with the Regional Commander –Western Command, District 
and Township SPDCs. 
 
The most recent inter-agency meeting was held in Maungdaw at 9.00 A.M. on 24 June at UNHCR 
Maungdaw. The meeting was followed by sector meetings on WASH (at ACF), Food/NFI (at UNHCR), as well 
as a Health (at MSF). 
   
The next inter-agency meeting is scheduled to take place at UNHCR Maungdaw at 9.00 A.M. on Monday 28 
June and at UNHCR Buthidaung at 8:30 Saturday 26 June. 
 
At the Yangon level, the last coordination meeting took place on Friday 25 June at 15:00, at UNHCR. 
 

 
OCHA has released an Emergency cash Grant of USD 49,500 for the purchase of NFIs including tarpaulin 
sheets, kitchen sets and mosquito nets. 
 
The European Commission (ECHO) pledged 500,000 EURO (approximately USD 600,000) for the 
procurement and distribution of essential non-food items for up to 9,000 families.. 
 

 
For further information please contact OCHA: 
 
Myanmar: Vincent Hubin, Deputy Head of Office 
hubin@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 808 
 
Myanmar: Norwin Schafferer, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
schafferer@un.org, +95 1 544500 Ext. 808 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 
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