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Highlights 
 

• Early April was characterized by heavy rains in the coastal Nampula and Cabo 
Delgado Provinces; localized flooding occurred in coastal Cabo Delgado 
Province. 

 
• While cumulative rainfall from January to mid-April has been above normal in 

Maputo and much of interior Gaza, many other areas recorded less than normal 
rains, with deficits particularly notable in southeastern coastal Inhambane 

 
• Newly harvested maize is gradually coming onto the market, improving local 

supplies.  However, prices are still higher than normal for this time of year 
because of the late start to the season.   

 
• Increased demand from neighboring Malawi, where deficits are evident in the 

south, has intensified cross-border trade with northern Mozambique.   
 

• FEWS NET and WFP intend to initiate a cross border trade monitoring system 
this season, including key border points in Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of Congo.  The system, based 
on the Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network operating in East Africa, 
will monitor, record and disseminate information relating to informal food trade 
flows. 

 
• WFP and FAO will carry out the Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission from 

April 30 to May 16 to confirm national crop estimates.   
 

• The Mozambique Vulnerability Assessment Committee, a multi-sectoral and 
multidisciplinary team, has completed the fieldwork for the 2004 assessment.
Analysis of data is ongoing, and the report will be available in middle of May. 
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Agricultural season update  
 
The rains continued their erratic pattern in March and the first part of April, with 
inconsistencies both in terms of temporal and spatial distribution (see Figure 1.) 
Heavy April rains fell in coastal Nampula and Cabo Delgado Provinces, causing 
localized flooding in coastal Cabo Delgado Province, with minor damage to property 
and crops. 
 

 
Figure 2 shows that, while cumulative 
rainfall from January 1 through 
April 20 has been above normal in 
Maputo and much of interior Gaza, it 
was less than normal in many other 
areas.  Deficits were particularly 
notable in southeastern coastal 
Inhambane, where rains measured 
only 20 to 60% of normal.   
 
Unexpectedly, Interior Gaza, which is 
known as a drought-prone area, 
received the highest rainfall in relation 
to normal, with Massingir, 
Chicualacuala, and Mabalane 
recording 180%, 173%, and 152% of 
normal rainfall, respectively.   
 
Normal cumulative levels were 
registered in Tete Province, north and 
eastern Cabo Delgado, southern 
Zambezia, northeastern Nampula and 
northern Manica.   
 
Despite the extreme rainfall deficits 
shown on the map in southeastern 
Inhambane (which includes 
Inhambane, Maxixe, Jangamo, 
Homoine, Morrumbene, Zavala and Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

Figure 2: Cumulative Rainfall Estimates
Percentage of Normal 

1 January to 20 April 2004 

SOURCE: USGS/FEWS NET 

FIGURE 1: RAINFALL ANOMALIES (Based of Satellite Rainfall Estimates) 
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Inharrime Districts1), a number of factors are likely to minimize the negative effects 
of the apparent rainfall deficits on household food security in that area.  First, 
cassava and cowpeas, the area’s main staple crops, are drought-resistant crops, and 
field reports suggest that they have both fared relatively well despite the rains.  
Second, Inhambane has a number of “machongos” or zones with fertile soils that 
trap residual moisture and promote the growth of rain fed crops.  Third, fishing and 
livestock activities are important as alternative sources of food and income, helping 
to offset the negative impact of crop losses on the annual household food basket.  In 
addition, the area is close to the national road No1 (EN1), which increases the role 
and contribution of informal trade in the household economy.   
 
As stated in previous monthly reports, this year’s rainy season started about two 
months late, and whether the season as a whole can be said to have shifted by two 
months, or can be said to have simply started late will depend on whether or not 
rains continue through the end of April or May.  According to field reports, maize 
planted in January is already flowing through the trade circuits.  The success of crops 
planted in February is contingent on rains extending through to the end of April; and 
for maize planted in early March, rains or sufficient residual moisture needs to 
continue until May. 
 
Agricultural market trends 
 

Due to the staggered rains, 
maize is at various stages of 
development, already being 
harvested and processed in 
some districts, while just 
reaching maturity or being 
dried in other districts.  As a 
result, maize is coming onto 
the markets more slowly than 
normal at a time when 
demand is typically high, 
which may explain, in part, 
why March 2004 maize prices 
in the south and center 
appeared to be either rising 
or holding steady, counter to 
normal seasonal trends.  (See 
Figures 3 and 4)  
 
Retail maize prices increased 
between 3 and 15% in Beira 
(central) and Xai-Xai 
(southern) markets, 
respectively, between 
February and March.   
 
The prices in Chimoio, 

                                                 
1 It is worth noting that from the mentioned districts above, only Morrumbene and Inharrime Districts 
were covered by the recent VAC assessment.  The forthcoming FAO/WFP crop and food supply 
assessment mission will include Zavala and Homoine as well. 

Xai-Xai Retail Maize Prices
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Figure 3 

Data Source: SIMA

Beira Retail Maize Prices
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Data Source: SIMA
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another central market, have remained almost unchanged since December.   
 
The latest SIMA weekly bulletin shows that in April, maize prices in these same 
markets have started to come down finally, with significant drops during the last two 
weeks. 
 
In Maputo (south), prices have remained stable, but unusually high, with average 
monthly maize prices between 6,429 and 6,485 Mt/kg.  In April, weekly prices were 
between 6,349 and 6,598 Mt/kg. 
 
 
Drought in southern Malawi could benefit Mozambican farmers  
 
The maize deficit projected in southern Malawi is likely to spur demand for 
Mozambican supplies.  The maize harvest in areas of Mozambique which border 
Malawi is said to be progressing well, in general.  Despite the late start of season in 
districts like Milange, Morrumbala, and Mutarara, steady rainfall since January has 
allowed for normal crop growth.   
 
Maize from the current season and last year’s stocks is being sold from districts like 
Milange, Ilé and Mocuba, and Mutarara in Zambezia and Tete Provinces to traders in 
Malawi.  Malawian traders are bringing beans into the country.  To date, the 
information available does not allow comparison with previous years.  FEWS NET and 
partners will closely monitor the cross border activity. 
 
Cross border monitoring initiative to begin  
 
Informal cross border food trade played an important role in alleviating household 
food insecurity in southern Africa in the past two years by redistributing food 
supplies from surplus to deficit areas.  However, because informal trade is not being 
monitored regularly, it is difficult for analysts to determine just how much this trade 
is able to offset local deficits.   
 
FEWS NET in East Africa, along with IITA and the RATES project, have established 
low cost systems to monitor, record and disseminate information relating to food 
trade flows and market opportunities.  This information is captured, analyzed and 
disseminated through the Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network 
(www.ratin.net).  Since 2003, RATIN has proved to be a useful source of up-to-date 
information on cross-border trade opportunities and constraints.   
 
Drawing on the success of RATIN in East Africa, FEWS NET and the regional office of 
WFP are seeking to establish a cross-border trade monitoring system in Malawi, 
Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Tanzania and Democratic Republic of Congo.  In 
its initial phase, scheduled to start in late June, twenty key trade points along the 
borders shared by these countries will be included. 
 
It is hoped that this initiative will strengthen natural trade linkages between 
countries and thus, enhance food security.  For the success of this initiative, national 
partnership is essential.  For more information please contact FEWS NET, 
mind@fews.net, telephone 460588/461872.   
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CFSAM to begin soon; vulnerability analysis underway  
 
As requested by the Government of Mozambique, WFP and FAO will carry out a Crop 
and Food Supply Assessment Mission (CFSAM) from April 30 to May 16.  The 
Mission’s objective will be to confirm national production estimates derived from local 
crop yield and hectarage projections.  The mission aims to visit the following 
districts, but these are subject to change:  
 
Province Districts 
Maputo Boane (or Magude) and Matutuíne  
Gaza Chicualacula (Mapai), Chigubo, Chókwe, Mabalane, and Massingir 
Inhambane Homoíne, Mabote, Govuro, Vilankulos, and Zavala 
Sofala Buzi, Cheringoma, Chibabava, and Nhamatanda  
Manica Barue ,Gondola, Guro and Sussundenga 
Zambézia Ilé, Namacurra, Mocuba, Morrumbala, Milange, and Pebane 
Tete Angónia, Changara, Chiuta, Magoe and Moatize 
Nampula Memba, Mogovolas, Ribaue, and Monapo 
Cabo Delgado Balama, Chiúre, Macomia and Quissanga 
Niassa Cuamba, Lichinga, Mandinba, and Nipepe  
 
Meanwhile, the Mozambique Vulnerability Assessment Committee, a multi sectoral 
and multidisciplinary team, has completed the field work for its 2004 assessment.  
Nearly 5,000 households have been surveyed, and the VAC has begun analyzing data 
from the fieldwork.  The report should be finalized by the middle of May.  The 
objective of the assessment was to evaluate the food security situation in drought 
affected rural communities.   


