
 

Bangladesh Red Crescent Society  

Situation report – 1 May, 2019 

Cyclone Fani  

1. Situation overview:  
 According to the Bangladesh Meteorological Department (BMD) bulletin-251, the very severe 

cyclonic storm “FANI” (ECP:970 hPa) (pronunciation Foni) over west-central bay and 

adjoining area moved northwestwards further over the same area and was centered about 

1235 KM southwest of Chattogram port, 1190 km Southwest of Cox’s Bazar port, 1095 km 

southwest of Mongla port and 1100 km southwest of Payra port at 12noon today the 1st May 

2019. It is likely to intensify further and move in a north/ northwesterly direction. Maximum 

sustained wind speed within 74 KMs of the storm center is about 160 KPH rising to 180 KPH 

in gusts. Maritime ports of Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar, Mongla and Payra have been advised 

to hoist local warning signal No. Four (R).  

Meanwhile, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) issued the bulletin saying “extremely 

severe” cyclonic storm will cross Odisha coast by Friday afternoon with a maximum sustained 

wind of speed 175-185 kmph gusting to 205 kmph and thus the Department has issued a 

“yellow warning” for the coast predicting heavy to very heavy rain in several areas. 

As the cyclone track observed, there is a likelihood  that after making landfall in Odisha coast, 

the cyclonic storm Fani moves further northwest hitting some southwestern and western 

districts of Bangladesh such as Satkhira, Bagerhat, Khulna, Barguna, Jessore, Magura, 

Rajshahi and so on.   

2. Red Cross Red Crescent Action:  

Bangladesh Red Crescent Society’s (BDRCS) Action: 
BDRCS has been consistently monitoring the situation since the beginning of the 

depression formed in the bay. As of 1 May 2019, BDRCS has taken following measures:   

                                                           
1 http://bmd.gov.bd/p/Special-Weather-Bulletin/ 

Image 1: Tropical Storm Risk tracking of cyclone Fani  
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- As the tropical cyclonic storm ‘Fani’ keeps intensifying, BDRCS activated its Contingency Plan and opened control room (number- +8802 9355995) 

since 1st May 2019 to keep it open for 24 hours.  

- BDRCS is maintaining a close coordination with Cyclone Preparedness Program (CPP) to respond to the on-coming cyclone. A meeting was held 

with CPP operation and admin director for a coordinated approach to disseminate early warning. Early warning dissemination has already been 

started in the vulnerable coastal districts by Cyclone Preparedness Program (CPP) volunteers with support from RCY/ community volunteers of 

BDRCS.   

- Special action has been taken for non-CPP catchment area e.g. Jessore, Rajshahi and Magura  

- BDRCS has postponed leave of all staff and has asked everyone to be standby for any emergency deployment  

- 8 National Disaster Response Team (NDRT) members have been deployed in Bagerhat, Khulna, Satkhira and Barguna to support those Units for 

Early Action Plan.  

- Communicated with all coastal Units to keep monitoring the situation and stay prepared with their Unit Disaster Response Team (UDRT)  

- 3 emergency Medical Team have been formed already in coordination with Health Department who are ready to be deployed anytime with necessary 

medicine 

- 2 teams comprising relevant & skilled officials of BDRCS and in-country Movement Partners have been created to be deployed to the affected 

districts  

- Do’s and don’ts before cyclone has been shared in BDRCS social media to aware vulnerable people on what to do and what not to before the 

cyclone as a part of Communication With Communities  

- The Society is also maintaining a close coordination with the Government. The SG of BDRCS is participating CPP implementation board meetings in 

the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief (MoDMR) regularly. To ensure better coordination in the humanitarian platform, DSG and DR Director 

has been nominated to participate HCTT meetings from 2nd May 2019.  

- For internal coordination, 3 meetings have already been conducted among BDRCS Management and in-country Movement Partners. Next meeting 

will take place at 2pm on 2nd May, 2019 at BDRCS conference room. 

- The society has made available of following disaster preparedness stock to respond to meet the immediate need of the affected people  

Items of DP stock # of Stock 

Blankets 29,000 pcs 

Tarpaulins  60,000 pcs 

CGI sheets 2,251 pcs 

Mosquito Nets  40,000 pcs 

Plastic Bucket -10L 25,000 pcs 

Sleeping Mat  47,000 pcs 

Rope  20,000 packs  

Hygiene Parcel  5,000 pcs 

Oral Saline  100,000 packs 

Water Purifying Tablets 47,000 pcs 

Water Treatment Plant/Man Pack are located in flood prone areas 27 plan/ man pack 

Mobile medical teams to be deployed within 48 hours 10 teams  



International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) Action:  
- IFRC Bangladesh country office is monitoring the situation and coordinating closely with 

BDRCS and CPP.  
- IFRC, with the technical support from German Red Cross, is coordinating the Early Action 

Protocol (EAP) for cyclone in Bangladesh which is for the very first time in the AP region. 
As a part of this they are monitoring the cyclone development together with Climate Center 
for timely trigger of EAP.  

- To ensure internal coordination, it is participating all meetings organized by BDRCS together 
with other in-country partners.  

- The country office has already communicated with Geneva and requested for immediate 
disbursement of CHF 120,000 as loan to tackle the pre and immediate post disaster needs. 
This amount may be later on adjusted if DREF is launched.  

 

ICRC Actions:  
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Bangladesh Delegation is also closely monitoring 
the situation and coordinating with BDRCS.  

PNSs Actions:  
- In-country partnering national societies (PNSs) like AmCross, Danish Red Cross, German 

Red Cross, Swedish Red Cross together with IFRC and ICRC are also closely coordinating 
with BDRCS. They are participating in external working group and humanitarian platform 
meeting for better coordination. 

- American RC has allocated BDT 600,000 to be disbursed to Patuakhali RC Unit and 
Bagerhat RC Unit (TK 200,000 each) and CPP Khulna, Barisal, Cox’s Bazar and Barguna 
zone (total Tk 200,000) for per and immediate post response.  

- Danish RC has a stock of 2500 food package to be distributed immediately  
- German RC is providing technical support for Early Action Protocol (EAP) under FbF project 

in 2 Districts to support 20,000 most vulnerable people.    

3. Government of Bangladesh (GoB) Actions:  
The Government of Bangladesh through its Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief has taken 

all necessary measures to prepare for this on-coming cyclone.  

- Coordination meeting held at District and Upazila level  

- National Disaster Response Coordination Committee (NDRCC) at MoDMR will keep open for 24 hrs till the cyclone make landfall  

- Emergency CPP implementation board meeting has been organized under coordination of Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief 

- An Inter-Ministerial Coordination meeting is scheduled on 2nd May  

 



4. Contact Information  
For further information please contact following persons:  

NHQ, BDRCS 

• Mr. Md. Feroz Salah Uddin, Secretary General, BDRCS  
Cell Phone: +8801811458500 
Email: secretarygeneral@bdrcs.org  

 
• Mr. Md. Rafiqul Islam, Deputy Secretary General, BDRCS 

Cell Phone: +8801811458501 
Email: rafiqul.islam@bdrcs.org 
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