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Newly arrived Congolese refugees registering with UNHCR   

 Lasu, South Sudan.  
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South Sudan and Blue Nile State 
 
Congolese Influx 
Following attacks by suspected Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) fighters in Nabiapai on 26 December, the 
relocation exercise from the border sites to the Makpandu settlement in Western Equatoria State was 
temporarily suspended. Transfer from the border sites resumed on 6 January, and as of end January 
Makpandu hosted 879 individual refugees (422 households). In the meantime, over 2,000 Congolese 
refugees newly arrived at Ezo, Western Equatoria State due to suspected LRA activities. Following an 
assessment mission to Ezo on 23-24 January, UNHCR dispatched food and NFIs from Yambio to Ezo.  
 
On 23 January, UNHCR Yei was informed of the arrival of Congolese asylum seekers in Lasu (42 km from 
Yei), Central Equatorial State. On 24 January, a joint UNHCR and SSRRC mission to Lasu verified that 
approximately 2,000 Congolese had fled from Aba and neighbouring areas in north-eastern Orientale 
Province of the DRC following two incidents that occurred on 22 January: i) the killing of a Congolese 
soldier by the local population in Achi village prompted fears of possible retaliation by the Congolese 

soldiers, and; ii) the entry of LRA soldiers into the 
area, where they killed one person and chopped the 
ear off another. These Congolese are now settled 
near an SPLA military camp and lack shelter, food 
and NFIs. Staff are being redeployed to reinforce 
the response capacity of UNHCR Yei. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joint military operations by DRC, Uganda and 
Southern Sudan against the LRA continued and the 
LRA attacks against civilians in Western and 
Central Equatoria States are still ongoing. Due to an 
increase of LRA activities, a cordon 20 km deep 
along the international border from Nimule to 

Tambura remained UN Security Level III. Additionally, the UN security phase along the Juba-Yei, Juba-
Mvolo and Mundri-Maridi roads were raised to Level III, with armed escorts now mandatory. The 
Government has also imposed full restriction on all non-military traffic along the Yei-Maridi road.  
 
Ethiopian Anuak refugees who have left Pibor to Malakal 
On 27 December 2008, UNHCR Malakal received reports from MSF-B stating that about 200 Anuaks from 
Ethiopia were leaving Pibor and heading, by boat, to Malakal. On 28 December the first group of 70 
individuals arrived in Malakal. As of end January, 363 Anuak refugees (160 households) from Pibor were 
verified and registered at the Malakal way-station. UNHCR Malakal and ADRA Japan have been 
distributing food and NFIs to these Anuak refugees. 
 
Toward the end of January, UNHCR undertook a mission from Bor to Pibor after the road was deemed dry 
enough for travel. Currently only 149 individual refugees remain in Pibor. The refugees have stated that 
they no longer wished to remain in Jonglei State, due to insecurity. Twenty members of the Anuak group 
remaining in Pibor recently arrived, via Pochalla, from Gambella, Ethiopia. The reason given for their flight 
was continuing discrimination, where apparently Anuaks are subject to arbitrary imprisonment and targeting 
by authorities. UNHCR Juba is following these claims up with UNHCR Gambella, as the reports received 
from Anuaks who have previously returned from South Sudan to Gambella do not accord with these claims. 
 
Returns 
As of 31 January 2009, the repatriation of Sudanese refugees to South Sudan and Blue Nile State reached 
a cumulative total of 299,268, of which 142,438 were assisted by UNHCR. Between 1 and 31 January 2009 
the total number of persons returned through organized means supported by UNHCR was 3,073. 
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At left: Refugee arriving in Lasu, South Sudan 
receiving food and non-food item assistance from 
UNHCR.  



 

 

Low numbers of refugees in Kenya are currently registering for return, for a variety of reasons.  In Kapoeta, 
for example, the recent outbreak of meningitis may potentially problematise returns to this area. Rumors of 
LRA infiltration back into Magwi County are reducing take-up for voluntary repatriation in Arua camps and 
the real threat of the LRA in southern Central Equatoria State continues to stop returns to some areas, 
particularly within Lainya County.  Convoy schedules are pending from Adjumani for the month of February 
due to the meningitis epidemics there. The technical training college that has been used as a way station in 
Torit since UNHCR opened a presence there in late 2007 is being reclaimed by the authorities.  An urgent 
solution is therefore required for an alternative way 
station; some possibilities have been identified.  

 
A request has been made for a cross-border meeting 
with Kakuma to discuss these challenges, including 
possible early changes to the modality of return after 
February 2009.  Technical Working Group and Tripartite 
Commission meetings with Kenya are scheduled for 6 
and 7 February respectively, which will be followed by the 
same with Uganda for 9-10 February. 
 

 

 
 
Darfur 
 
Refugees – protection and assistance 
In line with the relatively fluid movement of peoples across the Darfur frontier with Chad, the 46 households 
(229 individuals) of Chadian refugees residing in Omgorgo, Sudan, have re-crossed the border back into 
Chad. These Tama refugees arrived in Sudan approximately four and half months ago, having fled attacks 
on their villages of Tomodo, Mokoloka, Ketre and Gogormo. The return is believed to have been motivated 
by relative security in eastern Chad after the deployment of the Chadian army to Birak town. It should be 
noted that the refugees were predominantly women and children 
 
On 22 January, FO Mukjar carried out an NFI distribution in Mukjar refugee camp for those who had arrived 
in the camp prior to January 2008. A total of 85 HHs, comprising of 447 individuals, benefited from the 
distribution. A targeted distribution will also take place for those who arrived in the period January-June 
2008, following the completion of needs assessment by the refugee camp committee in the coming weeks. 

 
On 25 January, the Commission of Refugees (CoR), in 
conjunction with the Ministry of Health (MoH), started the 
issuance of birth certificates in Um Shalaya refugee camp. 
All live births in the refugee camp dating from 2006, when 
the camp was established, are being issued with birth 
certificates. The birth certificates were procured by 
UNHCR in 2008. On the first day, 33 mothers received 
birth certificates for their children. 

 

 
 
 

 
Field Missions 
UNHCR undertook numerous field-protection missions to remote areas throughout January, including to 
the areas of Sirba, Sileah and Abu Saroug in the corridor north of El Geneina. In border localities, such as 
the Kulbus, Masteri and Armankul areas, monitoring of the refugee situation through field visits continues. 
Further south, in the Mornei, Habila and Mukjar AORs, over-land missions were fielded, primarily to assess 
and monitor protection concerns.  
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At left: CoR Commissioner, Mr Tijani, and former 
Head of Sub Office El Geneina, Iain Hall, open the 
new CoR/International Agency office in Um Shalaya 
Refugee Camp, West Darfur.   
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At right: Sudanese refugees in Moyo, Uganda, receive 
information about returning to Southern Sudan.  
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Khartoum 

 
Resettlement 
As one of the three durable solutions for refugees, resettlement is often used when the other options - 
voluntary repatriation and local integration - are not available. UNHCR Khartoum has been working with 
resettlement countries to provide this option to refugees in Sudan, particularly those with specific needs.  
During January, the Governments of both Australia and Canada were hosted by UNHCR as part of this 
process whilst interviews of potential families for resettlement were conducted.  
 

Community Service 
On Tuesday 27 January, UNHCR donated 
over USD 35,000 of pedagogic materials, 
including exercise books, black boards tables, 
chairs and sporting equipment, to several self-
run Ethiopian and Eritrean refugee schools. 
For their ongoing support to refugees, UNHCR 
also donated to Khartoum Teaching Hospital 
over USD 20,000 worth of emergency room 
supplies. These items include 10 beds, 4 
infusion pumps and 5 syringe pumps. 

 
I 
 
 
 
 
 
IDP Relocations 
UNHCR, as part of a joint effort by UN Agencies and partners, has monitored the recent process of 
demolitions and relocations in Mayo area (IDP sites). The Guiding Principles on Relocations signed by the 
Governor of Khartoum in 2007 remain the main benchmark guiding the assessment. The relocations were 
effected voluntarily, with no use of force by the police, and with communities receiving ample prior notice to 
the relocations. However, a number of concerns have become apparent in the current relocations in Mayo 
area and require solutions. 
 
As of 29 January 2009, out of 6,800 families affected, only 1,150 have received plots in Mayo. With the 
process delayed, those remaining, particularly children and elderly, are exposed to the effects of the cold 
season. Many of the affected are likely to be relocated to distant areas, where basic services and livelihood 
opportunities are lacking, or be excluded from the allocation process altogether, if unable to fulfil the 
allocation requirements. This fate is likely to befall persons who don't have or cannot afford the required 
documents for the land allocation, including identity and land entitlement documents.  
 
 

Eastern States 

 
In January, a new UNHCR Field Office was opened in Gedaref. This office will be used to extend our 
service coverage to the surrounding camp environs.  

 
The verification of 2008 new arrivals has been taking place since mid January. At this stage, the tentative 
date of completion should be early February. By then, the office and CoR would have a better idea how 
many of refugees remain at Shagarab camps. 
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At left: UNHCR Sudan Representative, 
Chrysantus Ache, gifting hospital beds to 
Khartoum Teaching Hospital.  


