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• This situation report, together with additional information on the current crisis is also available on http://www.reliefweb.int. As your tool for timely information 
sharing, please encourage submissions of documents and maps by email to submit@reliefweb.int. 



I. SITUATION REVIEW 
 
Colombia remains severely affected by floods 
and landslides caused by the first yearly rainy 
season. According to official data (DGPAD, July 
24) since mid-January 58 persons died, 14 are 
missing, 580,277 are affected (117,834 families), 
529 houses were destroyed and 12,017 severely 
damaged. Nearly 25% of the country’s 
municipalities report events associated to 
disasters caused by heavy rains.  
 
While authorities have been thus far able to 
provide broad humanitarian assistance, the 
situation remains critical in Cordoba and La 
Mojana region (Sucre and Bolivar departments) in 
the Caribbean Coast, where response capacities 
are surpassed by the intensity of rains and 
difficulties in reaching affected families. 
 
The need for humanitarian assistance in the 
department of Cordoba and in La Mojana region 
is beyond the local government’s capacity. In 
both regions, the affected population doubled 
(2.5) if compared to last years figures.  
Furthermore, throughout the country, flooding 
occurred in 28 out of 32 departments with more 
than 540,000 affected persons, who are in need 
of humanitarian assistance.  Consequently, the 
government declared a “state of public calamity” 
in Cordoba (July 11) and named La Mojana 
region as a “disaster zone” (June 28). Although 
this allowed more funds to be allocated for its 
integrated emergency and recovery plan, the 
critical situation in both regions requires 
integrated and additional emergency 
humanitarian support.  
 
II. IMPACT 
 
A. CORDOBA DEPARTMENT 
 
Riverside towns along the Sinú and San Jorge 
rivers in Cordoba (Caribbean Coast) are 
completely flooded (16 out of the 28 
municipalities of Cordoba). The emergency in this 
department began late June when the 
aforementioned rivers over-flooded due to heavy 
rains. Furthermore, the dam at Urra’s 
Hydroelectric Plant –located at the base of the 
Sinú river-, which provides electricity and was 

used to control water level, had to be shut down, 
resuming activities on July 23rd. 
 
The National Directorate for Disasters Prevention 
and Response reports (July 25) that in the course 
of this month 66,164 persons have been affected 
by floods in Córdoba (13,367 families); those 
most affected are located along the banks of the 
Sinú and San Jorge rivers, principally in the 
municipalities of the lower Sinú sub region. This 
number is expected to rise over the following 
days, as rains are most likely to continue. In 
addition, nearly 10 thousand hectares of crops 
and cattle used for subsistence and commerce 
were destroyed; as a consequence, authorities 
foresee an alimentary crisis in the mid-term. 
 
Although local authorities are using educational 
facilities as temporary shelters, these are 
insufficient and do not offer proper water and 
sanitation conditions, health and nutrition 
services.  Many (15,000 approximately) resist to 
evacuate fearing to lose their belongings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regarding the health situation of the population, 
authorities inform of the spread of infectious and 
skin diseases, diarrhea and snake bites, 
particularly among children. The provision of 

Population affected by floods in Córdoba 
Source: DGPAD July 25th  

MUNICIPALITY PERSONS FAMILIES 

MONTERIA 120 24 

SAN CARLOS 95 19 

MONTERIA 6,000 1,200 

BUENAVISTA 4,195 839 

CANALETE 2,975 595 

CERETE 3,650 730 

CHIMA 2,407 616 

COTORRA 10,180 2,036 

LA APARTADA 1,500 300 

LORICA 12,585 2,517 

MONTERIA 3,560 712 

SAN BERNARDO DEL VIENTO 6,065 1,213 

SAN PELAYO 5,075 1,015 

AYAPEL 215 43 

CIENAGA DE ORO 585 117 

MOMIL 3,250 650 

PUERTO LIBERTADOR 1,750 350 

PURISIMA 1,817 363 

VALENCIA 140 28 

TOTAL 66,164 13,367 

Colombia floods Report 
Page 2



health services in the area faces restrictions on 
account of strikes and protests. First and second 
level hospitals are not working to their full 
capacities and are only providing ER services. 
Medical personnel and doctors are also 
insufficient. This situation has been aggravated 
by the communities’ and organizations’ lack of 
preparedness, apparently because this kind of 
phenomenon has not occurred in the last 11 
years. 
 
As a result of floods, the Departmental Education 
Secretariat suspended school activities. Children 
will not be able to attend classes until further 
notice.  
 
Food Security 
Through a needs assessment undertaken in three 
of the most affected municipalities, WFP and 
Acción Contra el Hambre Foundation, the 
following impacts from flooding have been 
observed:  
 

 Approximately 1,063 agricultural/livestock 
units have been affected by the flooding, 
equivalent to 7.5% of the existing units. 

 This is equivalent to 3,927 cultivated 
hectares, where the Departmental 
Secretariat of Agriculture reports a total loss 
of crops (corn, plantains, vegetables, 
manioc, rice, fruit and ñame). 

 These 1,063 agricultural/livestock units 
report the loss of 60% of their small 
livestock and 100% of their fish ponds. 

 The loss of 3,927 hectares of crops not only 
means a loss of the food source for 
approximately 5,000 persons, but also the 
loss of the main source of income for 
between 1000-2000 farm workers – 
essentially, the heads of the mentioned 
5,000 families. 

 76.4% of the families have received a food 
kit from DNAPD, approximately covering the 
Basic food needs for these families for 15 
days.  For the other 24.6% there are foods 
in warehouses, ready for delivery. 

 The ICBF has delivered foods for one 
month for 14,315 children under five and 
pregnant mothers, corresponding roughly to 
the entirety of these population categories. 

 

Water and Sanitation 
The same needs assessment by WFP and Action 
Against Hunger identified the following impacts 
on access to water and basic sanitation: 
 

 At the rural and urban level, the traditional 
sources of water supply (wells and 
rainwater storage tanks) were destroyed by 
the floods.  At present the populations are 
getting their water supply from the river and 
rainwater. 

 No water treatment capacity was observed 
in any of the communities visited. 

 At the rural and urban level, the flooding has 
caused the overflow of septic tanks and the 
subsequent collapse of the latrines.  As a 
result, the affected zones do not currently 
have adequate systems for evacuating 
excreta.  

 
B. LA MOJANA REGION 
 
Although water levels sensibly decreased since 
mid June, health, WatSan, nutrition and shelter 
needs remain largely unaddressed and therefore 
approximately 30 thousand families remain 
severely at risk.  

 
The rainy season produced the flooding of the 
Cauca and San Jorge rivers affecting 
approximately to 28,593 families in La Mojana 
region in accordance with the official census. This 
situation puts in risk the life and health of the 

Population affected by floods in La Mojana Region 
Source: DGPAD Julio 25 de 2007 

DEPARTMENT MUNICIPALITY PERSONS FAMILIES
SUCRE MAJAGUAL 21,735 4,347 

SUCRE SUCRE 32,910 6,582 

SUCRE GUARANDA 9,840 1,968 

SUCRE SAN BENITO ABAD 5,575 1,115 

Total Sucre 70,060 14,012 
BOLIVAR ACHI 12,940 2,588 

BOLIVAR MAGANGUE 12,452 2,577 

BOLIVAR MONTECRISTO 5,280 1,056 

BOLIVAR PINILLOS 16,500 3,300 
BOLIVAR SAN JACINTO DEL CAUCA   7,225 1,445 
BOLIVAR TIQUISIO 4,325 865 

Total Bolívar 58,722 11,831
ANTIOQUIA NECHI 13,750 2,750 

Total Antioquia 13,750 2,750
Total La Mojana 142,532 28,593
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families, and has affected the communitarian 
infrastructure like schools, hospitals, health 
centers, as well as the road infrastructure. It also 
has destroyed houses and more than 24,000 
hectares rice, cassava, corn crops and fruit trees 
among others, which has deepened the 
humanitarian conditions and has become the 
trigger factor of the humanitarian crisis in the 
region that puts in danger the life of the people 
who at the moment require a dry and safe place 
to live, store their food, and have access to 
drinking water.  
 
The National and Departmental Governments 
have taken care of the emergency in a suitable 
way especially in the urban zones, but the 
magnitude of the emergency exceeds its 
capacity.  
 
III. NATIONAL RESPONSE 
 
A. CÓRDOBA 
 
Food and health aid 
DGPAD, jointly with the institutions gathered in 
the National System for Disasters’ Prevention and 
Response, are assisting the affected population 
with food aid and non-food items for about 12,000 
families. So far, ICBF is assisting children under 
five years as well as pregnant women.  
 
Infrastructure 
The Ministry of Transport and INVIAS are 
assessing the situation along the Sinú River. 
 
The Ministry of Environment, Housing and 
Territorial Development, together with the 
Corporation for the Sinú and San Jorge Rivers’ 
Valleys (CVS) is working in the contention of 
water levels as well as on early warnings. 
 
B. LA MOJANA 
 
DGPAD, jointly with the institutions gathered in 
the National System for Disasters’ Prevention and 
Response, keep assisting the population with 
food and health aid, WatSan and temporary 
shelters. In order to guarantee population’s 
security and an adequate recovery of the region, 
agriculture, housing and infrastructure projects 
will be developed until water levels descend. 

DGAPD has asked for the support of the United 
Nations for the construction and equipment of 
shelters specifically in the rural areas of the 
municipalities of Majagual, Guaranda and Sucre 
in the department of Sucre and the municipalities 
of Achí and Magangué in the department of 
Bolivar. The administration of these shelters will 
be in charge of the Colombian Red Cross with 
whom the DGAPD has celebrated an agreement 
to this aim.  
 
The Social Protection Ministry has activated 
emergency plans in the local hospitals in order to 
guarantee the assistance of the affected 
population. 
 
IV. LOCAL RESPONSE 
 
A. CORDOBA 
 
Local Committees for Disasters’ Prevention and 
Response were activated since the emergency 
began and keep operating. Together with the 
Regional Corporation for the Sinú and San Jorge 
Rivers’ Valleys (CVS), the National Red Cross, 
the Civil Defense, the Army and the Police, the 
Committees have been evacuating the affected 
population.  
 
The regional Committee of Córdoba department 
is delivering humanitarian aid, as well as 
developing monitoring and surveillance of the 
critical areas of the Sinú River. 
 
National rescue organisms (CRC and Civil 
Defense) are supporting the evacuation 
operations, the management of temporary 
shelters and the affected population’s census. 
 
The Department’s Health Secretariat has 
undertaken health brigades in the rural areas and 
is delivering medicines. 
 
Shelter 
42 temporary shelters have been installed in 6 
out of 15 municipalities. According to the local 
authorities, nearly 434 families (2,000 people) 
have arrived to the shelters, about 3% of the 
affected population. 
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Municipality No. Temporary 
Shelters Families Persons 

Source: CLOPAD Córdoba July 19th 

Lorica 15 172 860 
Cotorra 11 78 334 
Momil 5 89 413 
Purísima 4 36 133 
San Pelayo 4 33 144 
Chimá 3 26 123 

Total 42 434 2007 
 
Meanwhile, local governments have been 
building embankments to contain rivers’ water 
levels, reducing the impact of floods. 
 
B. LA MOJANA 
 
Local committees continue assisting the affected 
population and coordinating humanitarian and 
health aid for temporary shelters. DASSSALUD 
(the departmental health institute of Sucre) is 
conducting epidemiological and environmental 
surveillance. 
 
V. INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 
 
The UN system, under the HC leadership, 
mobilized a cash grant of USD 160,000 for the 
construction and equipment of shelters in La 
Mojana region which is being managed by the 
DGPAD and the CRC. 
 
UNETE Colombia conveyed to subscribe a 
coordinated request for a rapid response grant to 
CERF. Consequently, WFP, UNICEF and IOM 
have prepared their proposals to address life-
saving needs in the affected regions through food 
aid, shelter and non-food items and WatSan 
coordinated projects. It is worth noting other UN 
agencies are working in the area (e.g. PAHO, 
UNDP and OCHA), and therefore all actions will 
enhance and coordinate with existing efforts. 
 
PHAO and OCHA continue supporting the 
emergency response through information and 
coordination. 
 
Action Against Hunger is supporting food 
security, WatSan and shelter programs in 
Córdoba in coordination with WFP.  
 
Diakonie and BENPOSTA are supporting food 
security and WatSan programs in the municipality 

of Lorica (Córdoba) and have been 
accompanying the affected population. 
 
OXFAM carried out a needs assessment of water 
and sanitation conditions in Córdoba and have 
been undertaking actions in that matter both in 
Córdoba and La Mojana. 
 
Save the Children UK is supporting the 
coordination process for response in Córdoba. 
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