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Cyclone Giri made landfall in Rakhine State on the afternoon of 22 October, close to the town of Kyaukpyu. 
The cyclone reached category 4 of the Saffir-Simpson scale, entailing winds reaching up to an estimated 170 
kilometers per hour and a storm surge of up to several meters, before weakening to a tropical depression 
during the course of 23 October. The storm surge, strong winds and heavy rainfall caused severe damage to 
houses and infrastructure including roads and bridges in coastal areas, while damage is also reported in 
areas further inland, including in Magway Region. 
 
The townships of Kyaukpyu, Myebon, Minbya and Pauktaw, situated on the western coast of Rakhine State, 
were the most affected. A number of international and national NGOs and UN agencies are currently 
conducting assessments to confirm the extent of the impact. According to the Government, approximately 
200,000 people have been affected by the cyclone. Authorities confirm that the areas of Kyuntharyar (in 
Myebon) and East Phayonkar Island (in Pauktaw Township) were most severely impacted. The Government 
also confirmed that 45 deaths have been recorded to date, while 70,975 people remain homeless and at least 
15,000 houses were completely destroyed. Approximately 17,500 acres of agricultural lands were also 
destroyed, while a large number of dykes were damaged. Transportation remains extremely challenging, as 
roads leading to the area are being cleared from landslides. 
 
Ahead of the cyclone reaching the coastal areas, the Government of the Union of Myanmar in collaboration 
with the Red Cross issued public announcements to warn the population and organized the evacuation of 
people in coastal areas to safe locations. The Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar (GoRUM) 
immediately mobilized its National Disaster Preparedness Coordination Committee (NDPCC). On Friday 22 
October, the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement made contact with the humanitarian 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• According to the Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Myebon, Pauktaw, 
Kyaukpyu and Minbya are amongst the seven townships most affected by Cyclone GIRI, with 
Kyuntharyar (in Myebon) and East Phayonkar Island in Pauktaw Township most severely impacted. 

• The Government confirmed that 45 people deaths have been recorded to date, while at least 10 
remain missing and 49 injured. According to Government figures, 70,975 people remain homeless 
and at least 15,000 houses were completely destroyed, with a total of approximately 200,000 
people affected. Approximately 17,500 acres of agricultural lands were also destroyed, while a 
large number of dykes were damaged. A total of 279 primary schools, 24 middle schools and 15 
high schools were also either damaged or destroyed. 

• The Government, national and international NGOs as well as UN agencies are distributing relief 
items and providing emergency medical care in the most affected townships. Food, Shelter, WASH 
and Health remain the most urgent needs. Given the destruction of numerous water sources, the 
provision of potable water is likely to be a priority over coming weeks. 

• As of 29 October, WFP has dispatched a total of 540 MTs of food to cover 11,050 households in 
four townships for one month. In addition, several international NGOs have started food 
distributions. 

• The RC/HC, UNHCR, UNDP and OCHA representatives travelled to Sittwe on 28-29 October and 
met with UN, INGO/NGO representatives and held discussions with Government Ministers in 
charge of the response efforts. On 29 October, the UN delegation briefly visited some affected 
areas in Pauktaw Township.  

• Transportation to the area remains challenging, while access roads are being cleared from 
landslides. 

 

II. Situation Overview 
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community and the UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator and welcomed support. The Government also 
sent a mission composed of the Minister for Transport, Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement 
and Deputy Minister for Home Affairs to the affected areas on 23 October, to assess the situation. 
 
The Government has informed the humanitarian community that it is establishing three bases for the relief 
efforts, in Sittwe, Myebon and Kyaukpyu. Three Ministers will be heading each of these bases (Forestry, 
Industry and Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement). The UN is considering setting up a similar coordination 
arrangement, which the Government has approved. 
 
Local authorities and local communities have been providing assistance to the population through distribution 
of relief items and the establishment of temporary reception facilities. The Red Cross, United Nations and 
Non-Governmental Organisations have dispatched teams to the area and are distributing relief items in close 
consultation with the local authorities. 
 
The Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, OCHA, UNHCR and UNDP representatives travelled to Sittwe 
on 28 October to meet with Government representatives in Sittwe. The RC/HC remains in contact with the 
Government at all levels to ensure appropriate coordination and advocate for unhindered access to the 
affected areas. 
 

 
Destroyed building in Myebon Town  Photo Credit: UNDP  Myebon Town Photo Credit: UNDP 

 

 
The Government continues to respond to the emergency through the provision of relief items and the 
establishment of temporary reception centers. Additional relief supplies are being sent to the area by air and 
by boat. 
 
Local NGOs through the Contingency Planning Working Group have decided to activate the Myanmar NGO 
Contingency Plan. Four organisations have taken the lead in terms of fundraising for WASH, Health, 
Emergency Shelter, Food and Nutrition activities. The planned areas of intervention are Myebon, Minbya and 
Pauktaw Townships. Various other local NGOs, including Mingalar Myanmar, Metta Development Foundation 
and Karuna Myanmar Social Services (KMSS) continue to respond to the needs on the ground. 
 
Save the Children (SC) is targeting a total of 16,500 households (82,500 people of which approximately 40% 
are children) for the next two weeks in three of the most affected areas, providing food, water, NFI, shelter, 
and WASH assistance to 1,500 households in Kyaukpyu, 6,000 households in Southern Myebon Islands and 
surrounding areas, and 9,000 households in Northern Myebon and surrounding areas. SC is planning to 
provide assistance for four months in the above-mentioned sectors, as well as in the education and child 
protection sectors. SC teams have set up a logistics hub in Toungup for distributions, renting a warehouse 
and two boats for transporting supplies to Kyaukpyu and Myebon. 
 
MSF-NL is focusing on the provision of primary health care, water and sanitation, and the distribution of 
urgent NFIs to 15,000 households in the Kan Htaunt Gyi area of Myebon Township. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Education 
The Government reports that over 220 schools were damaged in the affected areas, to various degrees. The 
Ministry of Education (MoE) provided 20,000 roofing sheets and plans to provide textbooks for all children in 
Myebon Township. An education sector assessment is planned under MoE leadership together with UNICEF, 
KMSS and Mingalar Myanmar over the coming week. UNICEF, KMSS, Mingalar Myanmar (MM) are also 
planning to set up temporary learning spaces with tarpaulins and bamboo. For the coming weeks, sector 
members UNICEF, SC, KMSS, MM and Loka Ahlinn (LA) are planning the provision of school kits, furniture, 
latrines in coordination with the WASH sector. UNICEF, SC, KMSS and LA are also planning to provide 
psychosocial support. Funding will be needed for long-term, semi-permanent/permanent school buildings. 
 
Food 
The Government estimates food assistance will be needed for at least three months. The local authorities 
continue to provide food to the population, including 2,000 bags of rice distributed in Myebon Township. 
 
WFP has started distributions and has also sent four assessment teams to Myebon, Minbya, Ann and 
Kyaukpyu. One team will be leaving for Pauktaw on the 28th. WFP has started strengthening its capacity in 
Sittwe, where an office was already established. Distributions have started as follows: Myebon: 245 MT of rice 
to be distributed on 29-30 October to 4,950 Households; Kyaukpyu: 130 MT of rice to be distributed on 30-31 
Oct to 2,600 households; Pauktaw: 100 MT of rice to be distributed on 29 Oct to 2,000 households; Minbya: 
65 MT of rice to be distributed on 29 Oct to 1,500 Households. A total of 540 MT of rice has been dispatched, 
corresponding to a one month ration for a total of 11,050 Households. Distributions are being coordinated at 
the local level with other agencies and local authorities, to avoid duplication and overlaps. Partners of WFP 
for those distributions are: UNDP, Save the Children, NAG, Phoenix and Utopia. In Kyaukpyu, WFP will 
distribute directly. 
 
Initial information provided by other partners (ADRA, METTA, Save the Children, ACF, UNICEF, NAG) 
indicates that they will distribute two weeks food rations to a total of around 32,000 people. Distributions will 
take place in Myebon, Minbya, Kyaukpyu and Pauktaw. Save the Children, through a combination of staff and 
local organizations, has reached 20,000 people with food (rice, beans and salt) in Myebon and Kyaukpyu 
townships since the onset of the emergency. ADRA Myanmar will distribute two weeks rations to 450 
households that have been affected by the cyclone in Kyaukpyu. In coordination with the local authorities, 
ADRA has also provided 100 bags of rice to those housed in temporary reception facilities. IRC has procured 
food as well as Non-Food Items (NFIs) for distribution to 1,000 households in Myebon Township, in close 
coordination with other NGOs working in the area. 
 
Local NGOs grouped under the Contingency Planning Working Group continue to provide food (rice, pulses, 
salt and oil) to 5,000 people (2,000 in Kyaukpyu and 3,000 Myebon). Metta Development Foundation will 
provide assistance to 1,700 households in Byaing Thit village tract of Pauktaw Township in the form of food 
as well as cooking utensils and other NFIs.  
 
Health and Nutrition 
The Government has requested the deployment of mobile medical teams for the immediate response phase.   
 
Joint WHO and Ministry of Health (MoH) teams are currently in Myebon. WHO is sending Medical supplies to 
the Kyaukpyu hospital and to Myebon. These include infusions, Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS), antibiotics and 
eyedrops. WHO will distribute Inter-Agency Emergency Health Kits (IAEHK) received from Thailand. A WHO 
national malaria consultant has been deployed to Myebon together with Rakhine State Health staff. The MoH 
has sent eight teams of medical doctors with medical supplies to the area. 
 
UNICEF has distributed 15 out of the 40 IAEHK prepositioned in Sittwe. Ten have been distributed to Myebon 
and five to Minbya. UNICEF has also prepositioned stock for a potential nutrition intervention. 
 
IOM is currently sending health teams to the most affected areas, including mobile and fixed clinics. 
 
UNFPA is planning to provide assistance to the hospitals in Kyaukpyu and Myebon which have been 
damaged by the cyclone, as well through the distribution of reproductive health kits. 
 
The Myanmar Medical Association (MMA) team has arrived in Myebon and will stay in the area for two to four 
weeks. A temporary base is being established in Myebon, while mobile clinics will be deployed to the 
surrounding villages in coordination with the State Health Director. 
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Livelihoods  
According to the Government, a large number of fishing boats and fishing nets were destroyed or lost during 
the cyclone, while dykes were also seriously damaged. A large number of paddy fields were also destroyed, 
while farmers in the area were expected to harvest in the next three to four weeks. 
 
UNDP with FAO technical support have undertaken a rapid assessment in Minbya in coordination with other 
UN agencies, INGOs and NGOs in the area. UNDP has had a field office in Minbya for several years and 
intends to set up a temporary hub to assist partners in the response. Additional operational capacity has been 
brought to Minbya from other UNDP project townships and with support from UNDP Yangon Office. The 
UNDP Resident Representative travelled to Sittwe on 28 October to support coordination and relief efforts. 
UNDP will begin distribution of rice to needy families in Minbya Township on Saturday, in partnership with 
WFP. UNDP plans to implement immediate income-generating activities and is also working closely with other 
agencies for joint assessments and assistance in other affected townships. Expected activities in the next few 
weeks include replacement of livelihood assets and the rehabilitation of community infrastructure. 
 
ActionAid is planning to support 3,000 families in Kyaukpyu and Myebon Townships with shelter, livelihoods 
assistance and cash for work support. 
 
The Consortium of Dutch NGOs (CDN) has also dispatched three staff to the area in cooperation with 
Myanmar Heart Development Organisation to assess the needs for a livelihoods support programme. 
 
Logistics 
One WFP logistics officer will arrive in Yangon on 30 October to support logistics coordination. 
 
Emergency Shelter and NFIs 
The Government has expressed the urgent need for tarpaulin sheets, while tents are not considered suitable 
due to the hot weather in the affected areas. The Government currently estimates that about 100,000 zinc 
roofing sheets will be needed. 
 
IOM is sending teams that will coordinate with local authorities and agencies to determine and address the 
existing needs and gaps. Although the immediate emergency shelter response will consist in the distribution 
of tarpaulins, IOM advocates for a move beyond short-term solutions. Affected populations should be 
supported in their self-recovery through the provision of sustainable and traditional housing materials 
(bamboos and thatch), resulting in more affordable and stronger houses. 
 
UNHCR will dispatch relief items from stocks in both Maungdaw and Yangon to the affected region over the 
coming days. Items from Yangon are being loaded onto a ship to Sittwe and provided by the GoRUM which 
will depart on 03 November. These include roofing materials as well as NFIs. Items shipped from Maungdaw 
include NFIs (blankets, moskito nets, etc.) as well as water bladders for 500-600 families and will be 
distributed in Pauktaw Township starting 30 October, in coordination with local authorities. 
 
UNICEF has dispatched NFIs (including 1,500 family kits and tarpaulins, as well as ORS sachets and 
waterguard) to Myebon. An operational team is also on its way to the area. 
 
IRC has procured food as well as Non-Food Items (NFIs) for distribution to 1,000 households in Myebon 
Township, in close coordination with other NGOs working in the area. 
 
MRCS is continuing the distribution of family kits and other items. Relief items including 2,506 family kits, 356 
shelter kits and other NFIs, as well as 10,000 water purification tablets will arrive in the region on 30 or 31 
Oct. A total of six hundred additional Red Cross volunteers are being deployed to the affected area from other 
regions of the country to support distribution, health promotion and clean up. Three assessment teams remain 
in the area. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Organisations on the ground estimate that due to the damage to water sources and the fact that the cyclone 
coincided with the end of the rainy season, there will be an increasing need for the provision of potable water, 
including through water purification. 
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The IRC is deploying four water treatment kits, including two bladders with 5,000 liter capacity and two onion 
tanks with 10,000 liter capacity to the area. The exact locations will be determined according to need. 
 
ActionAid is currently distributing water purification supplies and ORS provided by PSI to the most affected 
families in Kyaukpyu and Myebon Township. 
 
MRCS is deploying two Watsan teams to Kyaukpyu and Myebon, together with two water purification units. 
Construction material for latrines and Information, Education and Communication (IEC) material for hygiene 
promotion will be provided over the coming weeks. 
 

 
Inter-agency coordination meetings between local and international NGOs and UN agencies have been held 
regularly in Yangon and in Sittwe. The next coordination meeting in Yangon will be held on Monday, 01 
November. 
 
Sector leads have been identified in the food (lead: WFP), health and nutrition (WHO/Merlin/UNICEF), 
livelihoods (FAO/UNDP), logistics (WFP), emergency shelter (IFRC/MRCS) and WASH (UNICEF) sectors at 
the Yangon and Rakhine levels to strengthen the coordinated response. Sector meetings take place regularly. 
 
OCHA, with support from the Myanmar Information Management Unit (MIMU), has deployed personnel 
temporarily to Sittwe to support local coordination efforts. On 28 October, the Minister for Social Welfare, 
Deputy Minister for Home Affairs, Commander of South Western Military Command and other Government 
officials met with the UN agency staff in Sittwe to coordinate relief efforts. 
 
The MIMU is currently collecting information on which organisations are conducting assessments in which 
areas, as well as 3W (Who-What-Where) information on the response. Please send any updates to 
vognild@un.org and ei.ei.thein@undp.org. The MIMU has also uploaded new Township planning maps for 
Rakhine State, which can be found on www.themimu.info/hotml/maps/rakhine.html. 
 

 
Additional resources will be urgently required to respond to the humanitarian needs in the wake of Cyclone 
GIRI. Detailed funding needs will be provided in the coming days as needs become clearer. Meanwhile, the 
Government has agreed to the proposal of a joint assessment, to be planned in the next few days. 
 
The Red Cross has committed CHF 250,000 of funding from its Disaster Emergency Response Fund (DERF). 
 
Subject to further assessment results, the Humanitarian Coordinator and OCHA are considering an 
application to the Central Emergency Response Fund for an allocation from the Rapid Response window. 
 
USAID/OFDA has announced that it will provide an initial US$100,000 to the relief efforts. 
 

 
Please contact: 
Myanmar: Thierry Delbreuve, Head of Office 
delbreuve@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 801 or +95 (0) 95 11 26 52 
 
Myanmar: Norwin Schafferer, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Schafferer@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 808 or +95 (0) 98 61 08 48 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 
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