
 
 

SOUTH WAZIRISTAN DISPLACEMENT – 05 November 2009  
(Situation Report # 3)  
 
This situation report is based on information received from United Nations Agencies, humanitarian 
partners and government sources.  
 
SITUATION OVERVIEW: Civilians from South 
Waziristan are still arriving in D.I. Khan and 
Tank Districts as military operations continue in 
their home district. The largest displacement 
was seen on 1 November, when nearly 5,000 
displaced families were registered in the two 
hosting districts. As of 4 November, 46,039 
families (approx. 336,000 individuals) were 
registered in D.I. Khan and Tank Districts, 
including 11,080 families (approx. 80,050 
individuals) who were displaced before August. 
Since 13 October, 34,959 families (approx. 
255,200 individuals) have been registered in D.I. 
Khan and Tank Districts. As the newly displaced 
are currently being verified by NADRA, the 
numbers are likely to come down, once this 
process is complete. So far, 22,600 families 
(approx. 165,000 individuals) have been verified 
as internally displaced persons (IDPs).  
 
According to government sources, civilians from 
South Waziristan are also arriving in Zhob 
District in Balochistan and Bannu District in 
North West Frontier Province (NWFP). However, 
most of these IDPs are in transit and eventually 
move on to D.I. Khan and Tank Districts. 
 
At this stage, no camps have been established 
in the two hosting districts as South Waziristan 
IDPs are either living with host families, in their 
second dwellings (winter residence) or in rented 
accommodation. Potential camp sites are being 
assessed, and should the need for camps arise, 
the humanitarian community is prepared to 
establish and support these with tents and site 
preparation.   
 
RESPONSE: 
PROTECTION: On 2 November, UNHCR and its 
implementing partner (IP), IRC Protection Team, 
started a training course for IP staff members in 
D.I. Khan and Tank Districts. The training 
sessions focus on IDP protection issues and key 
concepts, such as human rights and 
international protection regimes. The training 
also includes tools for protection monitoring.  
 
NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIS): Since 21 October, the 
NFI Cluster has distributed 22,077 NFI kits 
(blankets, kitchen utensils, soap, etc.) to IDP 
families in D.I. Khan and Tank Districts. UNHCR 

is also planning to start distributing tents to 
verified IDP families to help relieve 
overcrowding in host communities.   
 
FOOD SECURITY: From August to October, the 
Food Security Cluster distributed 4,600 MT of 
food to 24,089 families (approx. 192,712 
individuals) in D.I. Khan and Tank Districts from 
four distribution hubs in the two hosting districts. 
 
NUTRITION: On 3 November, the Nutrition Cluster 
started training Lady Health Workers’ (LHW) 
supervisors on blanket feeding programmes for 
Pregnant and Lactating Women (PLW) and 6-
59-months-old children. The programme will 
start on 13 November and one-month ration of 
fortified blended food will be distributed to the 
beneficiaries.  
 
Twenty-two staff members of NGO partners 
Savera and CDRO (Community Development 
and Relief Organisation) were trained in social 
mobilisation and screening skills to identify 
malnourished children in D.I. Khan District. 
These two partner organisations initiated active 
case finding by screening PLWs and 6-59-
month-old children to identify malnourished 
individuals in need of nutritional support. During 
this process all the contacted PLWs, mothers 
and caregivers will be educated on the 
importance of appropriate and proper Infant and 
Young Child Feeding (IYCF) practices.   
Thirteen health facilities in D.I. Khan have been 
identified to treat the malnourished patients, if 
required. Three mobile teams are also in the 
field to provide the required support.  
 
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE: Since 
September, the WASH Cluster has provided 
69,000 IDPs with drinking water by rehabilitating 
and installing nine government water-supply 
systems, and installing 35 hand pumps and four 
pressure pumps in D.I. Khan and Tank Districts. 
About 85,000 people have received WASH NFIs, 
including hygiene kits, and more than 380 
hygiene awareness sessions have been 
conducted for the affected populations in the two 
hosting districts.  Approximately 1,300 IDPs 
have benefited from the installation of 65 latrines 
in host communities, and an additional 290 



 
 

latrine kits have been distributed to the IDPs in 
D. I. Khan and Tank Districts. 
 
HEALTH: The Health Cluster is organising a 
three-day training course on Diseases Early 
Warning System (DEWS), which started on 3 
November. Fifteen health care providers from 
the Department of Health of D.I. Khan, Tank, 
Lakki Marwat and Bannu Districts are attending 
this training course for trainers.  
 
A total of 50,819 children received oral polio 
vaccination in D.I. Khan and Tank. This number 
includes the 17,215 children vaccinated by 
transit teams (deployed in North Waziristan), 
between May and October.  
 
GAPS: Due to security reasons, only a few local 
NGOs have access to the hosting districts. This 
poses a huge challenge for the humanitarian 
community in terms of assessing the needs and 

implementing and monitoring assistance 
programmes. At this point, the authorities only 
register IDPs from areas declared as ‘conflict-
affected’, however, the humanitarian community 
is in negotiations with the authorities to move 
the registration criteria from ‘area-based’ to 
‘needs-based’. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 
www.un.org.pk or contact: 
 
OCHA Office in Islamabad: 
Manuel Bessler, OCHA Head of Office Pakistan 
bessler@un.org 
 
Billi Bierling, Public Information Officer, OCHA 
Pakistan; Cell: +92 300 8502 397 
bierling@un.org 
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