
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 4 February 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (no. 19/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
Appeal History:  
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for information on the appeal narrative and budge.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
As violence continues to ravage parts of Kenya, thousands of people continue to stream into Internally 
Displaced Camps (IDPs) further complicating the humanitarian crisis. More people were displaced 
between 1st and 3rd February 2008, further complicating the IDP situation in a number of camps 
countrywide. Kenya Red Cross has been distributing emergency relief food as a matter of urgency in these
fresh camps.  
 
A number of people have sought transportation and security so as to be repatriated back to their ancestral 
homes. While Kenya Red Cross has been requested by the IDPs to conduct this voluntary repatriation, no 
decision has been taken to effect the request, as the Red Cross principles does not allow for such an 
action. However, Kenya Red Cross has engaged in emergency evacuation of communities to hospitals and 
other IDP shelters countrywide.  
 
The constant movement of IDPs from place to place has made it very difficult for Kenya Red Cross to 
conduct its operations effectively. The insecurity in the country has also lessened the speed at which 
Kenya Red Cross has been moving from place to place to provide relief assistance.  
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Situation 
Over 1,000 people have lost their lives and upto 304,000 people displaced countrywide and are living in 
302 IDP camps. Thousands more have been injured and treated in various hospitals. The most vulnerable 
are women, children, the elderly, people living with HIV and the physically challenged. This is since the 
violence erupted on 30th December 2007.  
 
Nyanza 
In Nyanza, the areas affected by the post-election violence include Migori, Siaya, Kisii/Nyamira, Busia, 
Kakamega, Vihiga, Nyando, Homabay/Suba, Butere-Mumias, Kisumu, Bureti and Kericho districts. It 
was relatively calm in some areas on 1st January 2008, though several people were injured by rioting 
youth who blocked roads and disrupted transportation in Kisumu. There were fresh displacements 
reported in Kericho and Nyagacho informal settlements. 108 IDPs arrived Kisumu from Naivasha on 3rd 
February 2008 on transit to Bondo, Homabay and Siaya areas. As of 4th February 2008, Kisumu, Busia, 
Nyando remained calm.  
 
In Bureti District, upto 5,000 IDPs are accommodated by relatives following skirmishes, while in 
Transmara about 3,000 people had their houses burnt. A number of people requested to be evacuated. At 
Cheptilat, houses, hotels and a school were burnt. A further 3,708 IDPs are camping at Moi Gardens 
Kericho, 677 IDPs are at Nandi Hills Police Station and 250 IDPs are at Chemomi Police Station.  
 
In Transmara, the situation remains calm though on 2nd February 2008, over 200 houses were burnt and 
livestock reported stolen in Isinyo and Ekeribo in Sotik-Borabu border. About 296 IDPs are at Sotik 
Police Station. In Borabu, 24 people were injured and treated within the community. There are five 
camps in Bureti District i.e. Borabu, Monire, Nderema, Sotik Police Station and Mulot Police Station. 
IDPs at Monire Camp in Bureti District have all moved out and are being hosted by relatives and well 
wishers. Violence was also reported in Tempo and Ngelegele that resulted to people losing their lives 
and houses torched. Some youth burnt the ECK Office in Trans Nzoia. Cattle rustling was reported in 
Kilindani and Via Vain.  
 
In Ikonge, Nyamira District, clashes and cattle rustling were reported along the Elekei boundary. At 
Nderema and Ikonge, 12 houses were burnt down. Reports indicate that at least 12 people died in the 
clashes that hit Nyamira and Bureti districts. There are upto 190 IDPs in Nyamira. The MoH confirmed 
four dead and six injured and receiving medical attention at Kisii hospital. There are no IDPs in 
Homabay District as they all left for Kisii and their respective homes. There are 1,060 people on transit 
who are also camping in Kisumu.  
 
North Rift 
There was violence in a number of areas since the killing of Ainamoi MP in West Indis Estate, Eldoret, 
on 31st January 2008, with three confirmed deaths in Eldoret, around 400 houses and vehicles burnt in 
several areas and a large increase in IDP numbers at Kericho. The roads to Kapsabet and Iten were 
barricaded and four vehicles burnt. In Kimumu, Kapsoya and Jua Kali the situation is tense, but business 
is normal in Eldoret town. In Nandi North, 200 houses and two vehicles were burnt and one person 
killed. At Kapsabet, Nandi South, more than 100 houses and two vehicles were burnt. In Kericho, Jua 
Kali area in the town center, Ngakacho, Site and Service, 100 houses were burnt. As a result there was an 
influx of IDPs at Moi Girls and at the police station from 1,064 to 5,000 persons.  
 
In Kipkelion, all roads leading in and out of Fortenan, Kepsigon and Kedawa remained closed with an 
unidentified number of houses burnt down. Eldowas, Ministry of Works, the police, MoH and the 
municipality is involved in the management of the camp. IDPs have come from Nandi Hills, Turbo, 
Kapsaret, Iten, Soi, Maili 4, Yamumbi, Kiambaa farm, Moiben, Beta farm and Langas. At Burnt Forest, 
water is still an issue at Bishop Muge. The camp at Burnt Forest has not yet been established so far 
though people are still camping at Arnesen’s Secondary, St.Patrick’s Church, Full Gospel and the police 
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station. Movement of people in and out of Eldoret camps continued, with fresh arrivals of IDPs from 
Kapsabet, Ngeria, Nandi Hills, Soi and Burnt Forests.  
 
South Rift 
Security situation is still very tense in Nakuru and Naivasha, but no major incidents reported. 865 new 
IDPs arrived at Kisanana on 31st January 2008. Construction of two camps in Naivasha camps and one in 
Molo are ongoing. A team is also visiting Molo to access the progress of the new camp and manage it.  
 
Western 
The security situation in Western is still tense in a 
number of areas, although some people are 
resettling back in their farms. Sanitation and 
medical facilities are lacking at many IDP camps. 
Two people were killed at Kopsiro in Mt. Elgon 
District. The road along Kipkaren to Eldoret 
remained tense. At least one house was torched by 
six people at Salama in Endebes on 3rd Februaray 
2008. This has contributed to the rise in the 
population at Endebess camp, which is 
accommodating upto 1,176 families.  
 
Central 
Below are some of the IDP camps in Central; 
S/No. Place/Region Number of IDPs 

1 Nyeri 2,091 
2 Maragua 850 
3 Murang’a 1,013 
4 Kirinyaga 105 
5 Ruiru Police Station 400 
6 Ruiru Police Station 600 
7 Makongeni Police Station 1,500 
8 Juja Police Station 950 
9 Thika Police Station 2,100 
10 Karatina– Antioch 790 
11 Nyandarua South 7,482 
12 Nyandarua North 6,800 
13 Laikipia 1,800 
 Total 26,481 

 
Nairobi and its environs 
About 1,000 IDPs arrived at the Jamhuri Park showground camp between 1st and 3rd February 2008 and 
received relief assistance, while on transit to other parts of the country. Waterborne diseases and several 
cases of malaria have been reported among adults and children at Jamhuri. Tigoni Police Station is 
housing 7,000 IDPs, while Kabete Police Station has 1,700 IDPs. Almost 70% of the IDPs desired to 
travel back to their upcountry homes.  
 
The government officially closed Jamhuri park last week, with IDPs having moved to their upcountry 
homes to live with their relatives, some were picked up by Dagoretti Cornerstone Church and some were 
taken to Kakuma Refugee Camp. The government is working on how to relocate those who do not have 
a place to go to.  
 

Red Cross volunteers in Kitale next to a burnt van. 
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The IDP locations and populations are as follows:  
Location IDP camp  Number of IDPs 
Kabete Kabete Police station 1,700 
Kikuyu Kikuyu Police station 1,500 
Limuru Tigoni Police station 7,000 
 Kirathimu Church 500 
 Word of Faith Church 274 
Nairobi Nyayo Highrise 1,500 
 Jamhuri Park 450 
 Huruma Chief's camp 2,190 
 PCEA 1,098 
Juja Road St. Benedict's 90 
Mathare Ali Mosque 200 
 Soul Winning Academy 897 
 Bethany Community Centre 200 
Kariobangi Soul of Mercy Orphanage 208 
Karura Karura Community Church 216 
 Total 18,023 

 
Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
 
Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
Another phase of relief distribution began on 4th February 2008 in Kisumu District. Kondele and Central 
police camps in Kisumu received food items including, 1.55MT of corn meal, 0.55MT of pulses, 
0.225MT of CSB/unimix, 0.66MT of vegetable oil and 0.77MT of sugar. Some food items were also 
taken to Kisii/Nyamira district and included 4MT of sugar, 1.008MT of biscuits, 1.66MT of canned 
beans, 15.0MT of maize meal and 2MT of cooking fat all worth Ksh 688,500. Distribution began in 
Kisii/Nyamira and Bureti districts on 2nd February 2008 and is ongoing. Non-food items were also taken 
to Bureti district, Kondele and Central police camps in Kisumu district and Kisii/Nyamira. The items 
included 970 blankets, 388 tarpaulins, 635 mosquito nets, 335 bar soaps, 670 jerricans and 8 bags of 
assorted clothes.  
 
In Nyanza, Kenya Red Cross and WFP provided assistance to IDPs in the region. This has been through 
relief food in the First Phase and Second Phase. Kenya Red Cross, WFP and other well-wishers donated 
607.418MT of food, while upto 173.253MT of food worth Ksh 14,111,009 was distributed. Food items 
include maize, maize flour, cooking fat, vegetable oil, CSB/unimix, HE biscuits, milk, rice, pulses, sugar 
and bread. Kenya Red Cross also distributed non-food items such as jerricans, blankets, tarpaulins, 
mosquitio nets, bars soap, latrine slabs, assorted clothes, bags, buckets, PUR, sanitary pads, kitchen sets 
and tissue paper worth Ksh 12,560,000.  
 
Kenya Red Cross and WFP dispatched food for a monthly ration to Bungoma, Nandi North, Nandi 
South, Mumias, Teso and Kericho. Kipkelion and parts of Trans Nzoia are in the Second Phase of the 
monthly distribution. All centres in Bungoma and three in Mt.Elgon will benefit from an ICRC relief 
food allocation.  
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Distributions of food took place on 1st January 2008 at seven centres in Naivasha. Details are as below:  
Centre Number of beneficiaries 
Gilgil Police Station 2,339 
Mulot Police Station 600 
Kisanana 865 (new arrivals) 
Afraha Stadium 4,000 
Maimahiu Police Station 300 
Naivasha Police Station 2,000 
Naivasha Prison 2,000 
 

In Central, an assessment and a relief food and non-food distribution to 890 families was conducted at 
Nyandarua South on 31st January 2008. Maize flour and other food items were distributed at the Tigoni 
and Kabete police stations on 31st January 2008, with further distribution conducted in other police 
stations accommodating IDPs within the area. Relief food distribution was also conducted at KARI for 
upto 350 families.  
 
Distribution of food and non-food items at Naigam has been completed. Firewood has also been 
distributed to IDPs through the forestry department. Volunteers from Trans Nzoia Branch will be used to 
run operation in Naigum. Turbo camp, which has upto 4,902 IDPs, is managed by Kenya Red Cross 
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Bungoma Branch. Registration of new IDPs continues on a daily basis as the camp continues to receive 
more people. 1,099 families received food items from the WFP and this included 1,318 bags of maize 
and 82 bags of pulses. Timboroa camp will be set up at the D.Os compound. The D.O has offered to 
provide water for transport.  
 
According to an assesment done by Kenya Red Cross in Nyanza/Western Region, there is still need for 
more food and water. Many IDPs leave the camps and come back whenever fresh violence erupts. At 
Mombasa, distribution of 16MT of food was completed at Kangamwe and Dog Section on 31st January 
2008.  
 
Constraints 
Relief operation countrywide has been slowed down due to tension. It is difficult to establish the number 
of IDPs in certain areas as there is still large population movements.  
 
Objective 2: Provide Search and Rescue (SAR) to cut-off communities.  
 
Progress 
Kenya Red Cross took a number of injured people to hospitals with injuries. This followed clashes 
between communities between 1st and 3rd February 2008 in Nyanza, Western and North Rift regions.  
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of Family Links.  
 
Progress 
The training of Tracing volunteers at Trans Nzoia was done by one Kenya Red Cross volunteer and an 
ICRC delegate on 3rd February 2008. Trans Nzoia has acquired two cellphones and a hotline number. 
Upto 333 adults and children have been reunited through the tracing services.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
In North Rift, the psychosocial team conducted outreaches, but their activities were disrupted following 
the violence that following the shooting of an MP in Eldoret. The team is set to continue with its medical 
outreaches this week. 26 units of interagency health kits were dispatched to Kisumu on 1st February 
2008. The team is set to continue with its medical outreaches as the situation is calm. The medical team 
in Nakuru offered the routine medical attention activities to patients that included treatment of sick 
patients, vaccination of children and nutritional support to the malnourished children. The team was able 
to recruit a nutritionist so that nutritional support and assessment can be carried out on the children.  
 
The MoH staff have been incorporated into the Kenya Red Cross health teams. MoH has constantly 
supported Kenya Red Cross by offering vaccines and occasionally transportation. The health team 
treated 70 IDPs in Central Police Station in Kisumu, as well as attended to over 876 people in Otonglo 
area on 1st February 2008. Medical partners forming medical teams have been conducting their activities 
in Nyanza region and have been able to reach IDPs and other affected people. IDPs have been treated 
from malaria, skin diseases, diarhoea, burns, cuts and fractures. Other ailments included high blood 
pressure, diabetes, HIV and AIDS, among others. 
 
On 1st February 2008, the medical teams visited Eldoret ASK showground for the twelfth time and 
Bishop Muge IDP camps. At the ASK show, there were two suspected cases of dysentery and two of 
measles. The suspected dysentery cases were rehydrated and treated, while the suspected measles cases 
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were referred to the district hospital for blood sample collection. The medical staff have since requested 
for an urgent intervention. On 2nd February 2008, the team visited Burnt Forest IDP camp and Lorian to 
attend to the host community.  
 
Constraints 
The Kisumu medical team did not carry out medical outreaches much of last week due to violence in 
Kisumu city. The activities of the psychosocial teams in North Rift was also disrupted by violence.  
 
Objective 5: To provide access to safe water for an estimated 500,000 IDPs and other 
post-elections affected individuals.  
and 
Objective 6: To provide access to sanitation and hygiene promotion facilities for an 
estimated 500,000 IDPs and other post-elections affected individuals.  
 
Progress 
More IDP camps are being identified in Nairobi and its environs with WatSan activities being 
undertaken between 1st and 3rd February 2008 to support the camps. A WatSan needs assessment was 
conducted in Thika, Juja, Ruiru and Kabete between 1st and 3rd February 2008. The assessment noted 
that there was a serious need for 10 mobilets, 10 bathing facilities and 30 trash bins.  
 
In Nyanza, the WatSan team distributed 300 aqua tabs and 30 cartons of PUR in various IDP camps, as 
well as constructed two toilets in Koru and Gunyak. The team also constructed two bathrooms in Gunyak 
IDP camp. At Sotik-Borabu border, some IDPs were using unsafe water from boreholes and springs. 
Kenya Red Cross provided PUR to purify the water. The WatSan team constructed a number of toilets 
and bathroom in IDP camps in Nyando District.  
 
At Kikuyu Police Station, the installation of 10 bathrooms is ongoing, along with two 10,000-litre 
bladder tanks. Water trucking is also being carried out. Tigoni Police Station, 16 mobilets have been 
installed and the installation of four more is underway. The installation of 20 bathrooms is underway 
with 11 already installed. Two 10,000-litre bladder tanks are in place and water trucking is ongoing.  
 
As of 3rd February 2008, 34 latrines and 28 bathrooms had been constructed and ready for use in Turbo 
camp. Also two 5,000-litre, one 10,000-litre, one 2,000-litre and two bladder tanks of 10,000-litre 
capacity each water tanks had been installed for water supply. All the tanks are connected from the main 
water supply of the Ministry of Water through the NYS supply. During the daily clean ups, solid waste 
disposal is being managed by the NYS team who normally carry out daily clean up sessions at the camp. 
Hygiene promotion activities continued between 1st and 3rd February 2008 in Eldoret and Nakuru 
regions.  
 
Oxfam GB had been the only partner that expressed interest in offering support in carrying out hygiene 
promotion in Eldoret. Working together with the Kenya Red Cross, the process kicked off at the ASK 
showground IDP camp. 26 volunteers from the IDP community have now been trained to work as 
hygiene promoters. Other stakeholders have since expressed similar interests and this necessitated the 
coming together of partners such as OXFAM GB, Kenya Red Cross, International Medical Corps, Mercy 
Corps, UNICEF and Catholic Relief Services.  
 
In view of this therefore, a meeting was held and the following are the proceedings; 

1. Volunteer selection will be done by Kenya Red Cross in all the camps according to the ratio of 
one volunteer to 300 families at the beginning.  

2. Since Oxfam GB already has funding for four camps, they would carry on further training in 
Noigam, Burnt Forest and Turbo.  
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3. Payment of casual workers conducting garbage collection and latrine cleaning is to be followed 
up by IOM. There was need to explore the option of either increasing the casual workers or 
engaging the community.  

4. Oxfam GB will bring in four staff seconded to the Kenya Red Cross camp management team to 
deal specifically with hygiene promotion activities and volunteer supervision in the camp.  

 
ASK-Eldoret Showground 
WatSan  IDPs Kenya Red Crosss Action 
Water 15,142 55,000-litres water stored in tanks and 50 taps running full time.  
Sanitation 15,142 200 latrines constructed.  
Bathrooms 15,142 32 bathrooms completed and are in use, 40 bathrooms to be completed 

on 2nd February 2008. 40 bathrooms will be completed by end of 
week.  

Garbage 
disposal 

15,142 60 garbage bins are in place. 

 
Noigam (Trans Nzoia District) – Camp 
WatSan IDPs Kenya Red Crosss Action 
Water 6271 Plan to improve the shallow well next to the health centre or school so 

as to service the IDP camp. Test pumping is to be carried out within 
the week to verify yield.  

Sanitation 6271 Construction of 10 latrines is ongoing. 
Garbage 
disposal 

6271 Organised community to collect the garbage and dispose off 
accordingly.  

 
Turbo Camp 
WatSan IDPs Kenya Red Crosss Action 
Water 4231 10,000 and 2,000 litre storage tanks installed 
Sanitation 4231 14 latrines constructed and another 12 ongoing. 
Bathrooms 4231 13 bathrooms constructed, and 7 others under construction. 
Garbage 
disposal 

4231 20 garbage bins 

 
Burnt ForestCamp 
WatSan IDPs Kenya Red Crosss Action 
Water 4119 Kenya Red Cross supported the Ministry of Water to reconnect the 

water supply to the town.  
Sanitation 4119 Constructed 20 latrines.  
Bathrooms 4119 Construction of 20 bathrooms is ongoing. 

 
Timboroa 
WatSan IDPs Kenya Red Crosss Action 
Sanitation 2,200 12 latrines constructed and another 12 are ongoing.  

 
Objective 7: To strengthen the logistical capacities of Kenya Red Cross Regions and 
Branches to enable them respond to rising emergencies effectively.  
 
Progress 
A drug tracking software was introduced to help keep check on the stock progress. This would help to 
organize for advance restocking of depleted drugs to avoid running into a crisis. This would be primarily 
the duty of the volunteer pharmacists.  
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Objective 8: To improve awareness on Red Cross principles and Kenya Red Cross 
activities countrywide.  
 
Progress 
Dissemination sessions are ongoing in Nakuru and Nairobi, with other areas slated to conduct sessions 
countrywide. Some IEC materials have been dispatched to Branches to assist Dissemination personnel in 
conducting the sessions and more IEC materials are being dispatched countrywide. The awareness on the 
Red Cross intervention has been enhanced. Kenya Red Cross has started running 30-second spots on 
Citizen television to highlight its work. The spots will run for ten days. At the same time interviews are 
held on TV, radio and newspapers in the local and international media. Tracing services have been 
promoted in the local media, as photographs of missing children were published in a local newspaper. 
This is also going to be done in other newspapers. Kenya Red Cross has featured upto 957 times in the 
local media during the entire month of January 2008. This includes 258 times in the newspapers, 265 
times on television and 434 times in the radio. Video footage on Kenya Red Cross action has been posted 
on the Kenya Red Cross website through YouTube.  
 
Objective 9: Logistical support in terms of primary and secondary transportation of 
food and non-food items and warehousing.  
 
Progress 
Nyanza/Western Region is still in need of logistics to enable them reach the areas that are affected. The 
non-food items, mainly kitchen sets, have been procured from UNHCR and are awaiting transportation.  
 
Partnership and Coordination 
Kenya Red Cross continues to work closely with the government ministries and other NGOs, UN 
agencies and members of the corporate sector. The Secretary General continues to attend key 
coordination meetings with the government and other stakeholders. Kenya Red Cross has also hosted key 
meetings of partners and donors, as well as the Sudden Onset Disaster Committee meetings. Ksh 153 
million has been donated locally to the Kenya Red Cross from the corporate sector and the general 
public. This donation is largely from the corporate sector in Kenya, with cash donations also received 
from the general public. Donations from the Google Online Account on the Kenya Red Cross Website 
have reached US$ 17,000.  
 
In Migori District, Kenya Red Cross is working closely with the government and are able to carry out 
most of the activities effectively. The D.C has commended the effort of the Branch, noting that the 
government is providing them with vehicles to reach IDPs during distribution and other relief operations.  
 
Coordination meetings with UN agencies and other partners chaired by the D.C in Eldoret are held twice 
a week with a proposal to have them once a week form next week. Kenya Red Cross coordination 
meetings are held thrice a week and also as the need arises. In Eldoret, stakeholders in hygiene 
promotion include IMC, Mercy Corps, Oxfam and CRS. Kenya Red Cross and Oxfam have been given 
the lead role in the training of ToTs. Oxfam to work in Timboroa, Burnt Forest, ASK and Noigam.  
 
 


