
The Regional Humanitarian 
Funding Update provides an 
overview of funding levels and 
trends in the countries of the 
Asia-Pacific region, mainly 
based on data reported to the 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS).

This Update looks at the current 
funding levels for Consolidated 
Appeals and Flash Appeals, as 
well as trends in allocations 
from the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF). It 
also provides an overview of 
funding flows from the region.

OCHA does not claim that 
the figures in this Update are 
fully comprehensive. All figures 
in this update are current as 
of 15 July 2009. Donors and 
recipient organizations are 
encouraged to report latest 
figures to FTS at fts@reliefweb.int

Summary: First and Second Quarters of 2009
· There are humanitarian appeals currently underway 

in Nepal and Sri Lanka. Both appeals were substantially 

revised in July in the Mid Year Review process to reflect 

the latest situation and needs.  While the appeal in 

Nepal is a little over half funded, less than forty percent 

of requirements in Sri Lanka have been met as of mid-

2009. Continued commitment is needed from donors in 

order to meet the residual needs.

· Total CERF funding of US$35.2 million has been 

provided in response to emergencies in the Asia-Pacific 

region in 2009 so far.  This accounts for 17% of all CERF 

funding provided worldwide. Funds have been provided 

in response to emergencies in Sri Lanka, the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea and Myanmar.  The CERF has 

received US$12.4 million from Asia-Pacific donors so far 

in 2009.  The total figure for 2008 was US$15.5. 

· Donor countries based in the Asia-Pacific region have 

provided more than US$402 million in humanitarian 

funding so far in 2009, including donations to appeals, 

the CERF, bilateral contributions and in-kind donations. 

While the biggest recipients of humanitarian aid from 

the region have been Afghanistan and Sudan, the 

emergency in Sri Lanka is also receiving considerable 

support.

OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS) is a global, real-
time database that records all reported international 
humanitarian aid, including that for UN Agencies, NGOs, 
the Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement, bilateral aid, 
in-kind aid, and private donations. 

FTS features a special focus on Consolidated Appeals and 
Flash Appeals because they cover the major humanitarian 
crisis and because their funding requirements are 
well defined - which allows FTS to indicate to what 
extent populations in crisis receive humanitarian aid in 
proportion to needs.

All FTS data are provided by donors or recipient 
organizations. Reporting is easy and it provides visibility 

for everyone. More importantly, a well-defined picture 
of needs and gaps contributes to a more coordinated 
approach to humanitarian assistance and helps to identify 
where funding gaps exist.

FTS offers a series of standard tables that show 
humanitarian aid flows in various format tables on 
demand. If you can’t find what you are looking for, please 
contact the FTS team at fts@reliefweb.int or visit
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts
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Contribution & shortfall by country appeal Funding against appeals in Asia-Pacific
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The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)

The CERF has approved US$35.2 million for countries in the Asia-Pacific 
region to date in 2009. Funding has been provided in Sri Lanka, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and Myanmar. Sri Lanka is currently 
the world’s biggest recipient of CERF funding in 2009, having received 
US$21.3 million. The Asia-Pacific region as a whole has received 17% of the 
CERF funding provided worldwide during 2009 so far.

The CERF has received US$12.4 million from Asia-Pacific donors so 
far in 2009. Donations from within the region have been provided by 
Australia (US$7.8m), Republic of Korea (US$2m), Japan (US$1m), New 
Zealand (US$1m) and China (US$500,000). Smaller donations have been 
received from the Philippines (US$10,000), Myanmar (US$10,000), Lao 
PDR (US$3,000), Bhutan (US$1,480), Timor-Leste (US$1,200) and Tuvalu 
(US$1,000).

Since its inception in March 2006, CERF has committed more than US$1.2 
billion for more than 1,300 projects in 69 countries and territories across 
Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America. Almost US$713 million has 
been used to jump-start humanitarian response in rapid onset crises or 
sudden deteriorations in existing crises in 66 countries. More than US$328 
million has been used to respond to underfunded crises in 33 countries. The 
CERF has received some US$388 million in commitments for 2009.

CERF activity January-June 2009
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Donor countries based in the Asia-Pacific region have provided more than US$402 million in humanitarian funding so far in 2009 according to informa-

tion reported to OCHA Financial Tracking Service (FTS). By far the biggest contributors of humanitarian funding in the Asia-Pacific region are Japan 

(68% of total funding) and Australia (23% of total funding).  The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has received US$12.4 million from Asia-

Pacific donors so far in 2009; however, US$35.2 million has been provided for emergencies within the region. Asia-Pacific donors provided US$15.5 

million for the CERF in 2008.

Aid flows from the Asia-Pacific region, Quarters I & II 2009  

Asia-Pacific donor countries

Humanitarian Focus

Others: Singapore (90,000), Thailand(58,000), Sri Lanka (37,854), Philippines (30,000), Bhutan (1,480), 
Timor-Leste (1,200)

Others: Chad (9,518,400), Ethiopia (6,000,000), Liberia (5,000,000), Central African Republic (4,356,000), 
Niger (4,000,000), Korea DPR(2,609,603), Fiji (2,086,341), Burundi (2,000,000), Mauritania (2,000,000), 
Mozambique (2,000,000), Sierra Leone (2,000,000), Cote d’Ivoire (1,700,000), Eritrea (1,500,000), Angola 
(1,000,000), Benin (1,000,000), Burkina Faso (1,000,000), Djibouti (1,000,000), Guinea Bissau (1,000,000), 
Madagascar (1,000,000), Malawi (1,000,000), Tanzania (1,000,000), Nepal (951,222), Uganda (400,000), 
Papua New Guinea (398,986), Solomon Islands (226,228), Mexico (216,942), Tajikstan(200,000)
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Recipients of Asia-Pacific donor funds

Amount contributed (in US$ millions)

Mindanao displaced face long-term 
upheaval
In recent months, about 8,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) have 
flocked to Libungan Toretta, an impoverished yet picturesque village of 
a few hundred, mostly subsistence farmers, near Mindanao’s Pigkawayan 
town. Many would rather suffer the indignity of living in squalid camps 
than getting caught in potentially deadly crossfire. 

They arrived from the nearby province of Maguindanao, scene of some of 
the heaviest fighting, with their farm animals and meagre belongings. 

Many pitched tents by the roadside, in what has since become a major 
resettlement camp supported by UN agencies, including the International 
Organization for Migration and the World Food Programme (WFP), 
which make periodic food distribution trips here. 

“There are so many 
children among them that 
food is becoming a major 
problem,” local village 
council member Nasser 
Latip told IRIN. “They 
didn’t have much to start 
with, and now they are 
here. We have no choice 
but to take them in. There 
is not enough of anything - 
food, clothing, even tents.” 

But while the IDPs have been welcomed, they have no choice but to 
compete with the locals for food and resources. [25 May, 2009]

Sri Lanka IDP camps too full
Conditions at a huge 
government-run camp 
for internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in Sri Lanka 
are still unsatisfactory, the 
UN’s top official in the 
country told IRIN, despite 
some improvements. 

“The fundamental issue is 
that there are too many 
people in too small a 

place,” said Neil Buhne, the UN resident coordinator in Sri Lanka, 
In the past two months over 210,000 people have flocked to the Menik 
Farm camp, leaving aid agencies struggling to cope, according to the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

Improvements to water and sanitation facilities at the camp have been 
carried out, but in some places 100 people are using a single latrine 
when the standard should be around 20, Buhne said, adding that some pit 
latrines which were built when the camp was first opened in November 
2008 were overflowing, causing discontent. 

“The biggest gap continues to be in the provision of adequate water and 
sanitation,” Richard Schmidt, head of office of Solidar in Vavuniya, said at 
their mid-year review.  “Already there are outbreaks in the camps such as 
chicken pox, hepatitis and diarrhoea, which will only get worse if water 
and sanitation does not improve,” he warned.  [11 June, 2009]

For these stories in full and coverage of other humanitarian issues, please visit
www.irinnews.org
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Humanitarian 
Transition Appeal
2009 Mid Year 
Review
Requested: US$145m
Funding:  US$74m
Coverage:  51%

Transition Support
Significant humanitarian needs 
remain in Nepal due to a 
particularly severe winter 
drought, ongoing civil and 
political tensions, chronic 
underlying vulnerabilities, and 
susceptibility to sudden-onset 
natural disasters, compounded 
by the global financial, fuel, and 
food crises. Food insecurity 
in Nepal is widespread and 
pervasive and has resulted in one 
of the worst nutrition situations 
worldwide.  More than 40% of the 
population is undernourished, 
every other child under five 
is chronically malnourished, 
39% are underweight and 
13% are wasted. As a result 
of the drought in the Mid and 
Far West, the 2009 Nepal 
Humanitarian Transition Appeal 
has been revised upwards at 
mid year by US$30 million 
to US$145 million (from the 
original US$115 million).

While Food (61% funded) and 
Multi-Sector activities (67%) 
have been relatively well funded 
for 2009, most other sectors in 
this appeal have received little or 
no funding to date. Key sectors 
including Shelter and Non-Food 
Items, Water and Sanitation and 
Education have received zero 
funding. Most of the funding 
received to date (68%) has 
been carried over from the 
2008 appeal. The United States 
(8%), United Kingdom (8%), and 
European Commission (ECHO) 
(7%) have provided most of the 
2009-specific funding.

For full details of this appeal 
please visit http://ochaonline.
un.org/humanitarianappeal/

Access to healthcare in Nepal’s remote areas remains a 
major challenge.
Photo/IRIN

Nepal

(in US$ millions)

*Report as of 15-July-2009

Funds and Unmet Requirements
Total Funding by Sector

Total Funding By Donor
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Common 
Humanitarian 
Action Plan 2009
Mid Year Review
Requested:  US$270m
Funding:   US$105m
Coverage:  39%

Humanitarian Crisis
In May 2009 the government of 
Sri Lanka announced the end of 
combat operations, concluding 
the 26-year long conflict with 
the separatist Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 
The priority for humanitarian 
assistance now focuses on the 
displaced population of nearly 
300,000 in the North, primarily 
in Vavuniya but also in Mannar, 
Trincomalee and Jaffna. Projects 
in this revised appeal primarily 
aim to address urgent life-saving 
and life-sustaining needs, as well 
as ensuring linkages between 
humanitarian and early recovery 
activities for anticipated and 
ongoing return areas. The 
appeal also includes projects 
in support of the government’s 
plan to return the majority of 
the displaced to their places 
of origin before the end of the 
year.

Requirements have been 
revised significantly in most 
sectors of this appeal. There 
are now urgent needs in a 
number of key areas that have 
traditionally been well-funded, 
including Water and Sanitation 
(32% funded) and Food (55%). 
Sectors focusing on longer 
term interventions such as 
Agriculture and Early Recovery 
and Infrastructure have received 
little or no funding to date.  The 
biggest contributors to the 2009 
appeal have been the United 
States (18%) and the UN’s 
Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) (15%), followed by 
Australia (10%).

For full details of this appeal 
please visit http://ochaonline.
un.org/humanitarianappeal/

A young girl at a camp for displaced persons in Vavuniya 
is cared for by her mother.
Photo/IRIN

Sri Lanka

*Report as of 15-July-2009

Funds and Unmet Requirements
Total Funding by Sector

Total Funding By Donor

(in US$ millions)

(in US$ millions)
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