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Situation report: Floods in Romania – June 2010 

General situation 
In the second half of June, heavy rainfalls 
affected large parts of Romania, especially 
regions in the center and the north-east of 
the county. On June 23rd, first floods 
occurred in the counties of Alba Iulia and 
Harghita, when especially small rivers 
affected several villages. 

Rainfalls continued and the National 
Institute for Hydrology issued warnings on 
the highest level for several rivers. 

During the weekend (26th-27th June) several 
villages in the counties of Suceava, Neamt, 
Iasi, and Bacau, all in eastern Romania 
have been flooded. 

The most serious floods happened Monday 
night in the town Dorohoi, county Botosani, 
in the north-east of the country. During one night it was raining 163 liters/squaremeter. One quarter 
of the surface of the town (with a population of about 30,000 inhabitants) was covered with water 
(up to 2 meters high). Fire brigades and police have evacuated about 1,700 persons from their 
houses during the night. Also a home for elderly people had to be evacuated. Some regions of the 
town could not even been reached by boat due to the current of the water. In Dorohoi six persons 
have died in the water (in all affected regions the number of casualties reached at least 19). 
Representatives of the municipality declared that probably more than 800 houses have been 
flooded and probably about 400 houses are destroyed. 

Meanwhile the floods are moving southwards on the river Siret and other rivers. On Tuesday, 29th 
June, more than 15,000 persons have been evacuated from villages along the river. One of the 
villages most at risk is Buruienesti, where already in 2008 several hundred houses have been 
destroyed by a similar flood. People left the village last night and are staying now together with 
their animals on a hill close to the village. 
Some people found shelter in the Catholic 
parish, which is also located on a save place. 
At the moment the water is raising and already 
reached the first houses of the village. 

Several villages in the counties of Suceava, 
Neamt, Iasi and Bacau are in a similar 
situation. In some places, state authorities 
succeeded to provide shelter in schools and 
other public buildings and distributed food and 
drinking water. In other places people did not 
receive any support. 

During the next days the flood waves on the 
Siret river will move on southwards. New 
problems are expected at the estuary of the 
river into the Danube, which is also on a 
historic high level. 

Map with flood warnings, issued 29th June and valid 
util 30th June. 

Caritas assessment team in Dorohoi 



 

 

Caritas intervention 
On 29th June an assessment team from the diocesan Caritas of Iasi visited the town Dorohoi and 
villages in the surroundings to gather information about the situation, most urgent needs of the 
population and possibilities of Caritas interventions. At the moment (30th June 2010) another team 
is visiting affected villages in Suceava county. Caritas is also in constant contact with parishes in 
the region to monitor the evolution of the situation. 

On 1st July a Caritas team of specialists in psycho-social support will start to work in Dorohoi. 

At the moment Caritas Iasi is preparing food packages for people being evacuated and packages 
with cleaning materials, which will be distributed to families returning to their damaged homes. 

As soon as more information from the assessment team will be available, the National Emergency 
Program of Caritas Romania together with the diocesan Caritas Iasi will elaborate a strategy for 
further steps. 
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