
 
 
 
 
 
Thousands Displaced by Cattle Raid in Uganda Migrate to Kenya 
The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) is assisting hundreds of people displaced by cattle-
related clashes in Uganda, who are camping in open air in Pokot North District. The cattle raid 
in the neighbouring country occurred at night on 28th January 2010. 
 

 
A KRCS volunteer attends to some displaced people 

 
Reports indicate that clashes erupted when some Pokot and Kaldama herdsmen raided the 
Karamojong community in Uganda and drove away some cattle. 
 
Following prolonged drought in Kenya, a number of residents of Pokot North District had 
moved to Uganda in search of pasture for their livestock.  
 
After the cattle raid, the Uganda People Defence Force (UPDF) raided Loparakoja and 
Kalekelia area, occupied by the Pokot and Kadama tribes in Uganda, to recover the stolen 
animals. This led to an exodus of women and children from Pokot and Kadama into Kenya 
through Karita Centre.  
 
The migrating population, mainly comprising Kenyan and Ugandan women and children, 
initially settled in churches in Orolwo, Kodich and Konyao areas in Pokot North District, but 
later moved to nearby homesteads to shelter from heavy rains and to look for water and food. 
In Orolwo, at least 12 women have given birth while in the camps. The area chief temporarily 
integrated some mothers with the local population after their newly born children developed 
complications due to cold weather and dust at night. 
 

 



The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) responded to the situation by visiting the area and 
conducted a rapid needs assessment. The KRCS team reported challenges in getting the exact 
number of affected people due to their movement across the district in search of food for 
themselves and pasture for livestock. The team estimates the displaced people to be 20,000 
people, in a report confirmed by the District Officer of Kanyao Division. 
 
Data already collected by KRCS personnel indicate that some 3216 households are in the 
following camps: Napitiro (956), Kodich (361), Karamei (203), Kamakong’o (50), Kodero (242) 
and three other locations.  
 
Most of the displaced people have limited or did not salvage household items and livestock. 
Some children are reportedly missing while several women do not know whereabouts of their 
husbands, who returned to Uganda in search of livestock. Elders, the area Chief and other 
stakeholders in Pokot North District have assembled all animals suspected to have been 
raided from the Karamojong community at Orolwo, with the intention of returning them to 
Uganda. Stakeholders handling the matter include the Government of Kenya, KRCS and 
community elders in the district. 
 
The security situation in the area remains tense, with fears of retaliation. Most residents of 
Pokot North depend on relief food from KRCS and the arrival of more vulnerable people, 
facing starvation, is likely to impact negatively on relief food distribution. The most urgent 
needs are food, shelter, clothing, water, cooking items, jerrycans, blankets, soap and 
mosquito nets.  
 
The KRCS team has distributed food to six villages in Napitiro areas, while to 955 households 
in Orolwo received relief aid. Murram roads in the area are inaccessible by vehicles, greatly 
hampering response efforts.  

 

A displaced child in a camp 



 

 

 

Preparing a meal in open air 
 

 

Some displaced people who have moved to nearby homesteads 
 



 

Meat from livestock slaughtered by people who were displaced by cattle raid in Uganda 
 

 

A grandmother in one of the camps 
 



 

A child arrives in a camp in Pokot North 


