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Elections – trust the polls at own risk  

11 Presidential hopefuls and their teams are busy preparing for campaigning, due to start on 2
nd

 February. Two opinion polls conducted 

in December by Democracy International, a  US-based non-government organisation, and Afghanistan-based Tolo News and ATR 

Consulting, put Mr Abdullah and Mr Ghani in first and second place respectively. A third poll conducted by Glevum Associates put Mr 

Ghani ahead of Mr Abdullah. Some presidential candidates and commentators believe the polls are not reliable.   

Security - another deadline missed  

The year ended with relations between Mr Karzai and the US Government being at their lowest ebb. On the 31
st

, the deadline to sign 

the security pact was missed. Mr Karzai insisted on his demands that the US should show genuine commitment to the peace process, 

ensure free and fair Presidential elections and stop raiding Afghan homes. Earlier in the month he said the US was behaving like a 

colonial power in Afghanistan.  

A US poll released on the 30
th

 showed that 82 percent of Americans don’t support the war in Afghanistan.  This is up from 46 percent in 

2009.  

On the 22
nd

 a top Afghan General, Murad Ali Murad warned that the country may be dangerously exposed if a security pact with the US 

is not signed soon. On the 28
th

 an American intelligence assessment predicated that in the absence of continuing finance support and 

US military presence, the situation in Afghanistan might deteriorate very rapidly.  

On the 30
th

 the Afghan government released at least 650 prisoners from Bagram prison after a government commission found no 

satisfactory evidence against them. Nearly 3,000 suspected Taliban and al-Qaida forces were held there. The transfer of this prison from 

US to Afghan control was a source of tension between the two countries earlier this year. On the 31
st

 some members of Afghan Senate 

expressed concerns that the released prisoners might re-join anti-government elements.  

On his last Christmas visit to British forces in Helmand, Prime Minister David Cameron said a basic level of security had been achieved in 

Afghanistan and the country is no longer a safe haven for terror. His comment that the British mission was accomplished in Afghanistan 

was rebuked by many in British media and political circles.  

On Christmas dawn, a pair of rockets fired by the Taliban struck the United States Embassy in Kabul. No casualties were reported. On 

the 27
th

 a suicide bomber killed 3 coalition forces in Kabul.  

Regional Cooperation 

On the 30
th

 November Nawaz Sharif, Pakistani Prime Minister, visited Kabul. In his ‘brief and cordial’ meeting with Mr Karzai, they 

agreed to further the peace talks with Mullah Baradar, a former Taliban commander. On the 8
th

 Mr Karzai met his Iranian counterpart in 

Tehran. They agreed in principle to start negotiating an economic and security pact of friendship. On the 11
th

 Mr Karzai visited India for 

the third time in the year to ask for military hardware support, among other discussions.  

Cost of Conflict – deadliest year for aid workers and 2014 predictions gloomy  

On the 30
th

 November the UN announced that 73 humanitarian workers were killed, kidnapped or injured in 2013, more than recorded 

for the whole of 2012. This is the highest since the organisation began collecting data in 1997. On the 16
th

 OCHA announced that 

Afghanistan will have the third largest humanitarian need in 2014, with 5 million people likely to need assistance - however safe delivery 

of aid will be limited by these increased attacks on staff.  The number of people treated for weapon wounds increased 60% in 2013, but 

large gaps in trauma healthcare and other health services are of serious concern. 

Rights – media is deadlier than suicide bombs 
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Violence against women continued in Afghanistan. On the 5
th

 gunmen shot and killed Masooma, a policewoman in Nimruz. On the 17
th

 a 

drug addict in Herat hacked off the nose and lips of Sutara, his wife, after she refused to sell her jewellery. Now 30 and a mother of four, 

Sutara was engaged when she was 11 years old. The Afghan government has sent her to Turkey for treatment.  

On the 15
th

 in Baghlan, a wife was murdered by an enraged husband for spending 50 Afs (less than a dollar) without his permission.  In 

Kunduz a woman was rescued from being stoned to death by the Taliban.  On the 19
th

 a policewoman and a pregnant teacher were 

found hanged in Uruzgan. They were earlier kidnapped due to a family feud. Women activists believe most of such cases remain 

unreported. 

Nai, a media support organisation, announced that violence against journalists increased by 7 incidents in 2013. Assassination and 

beating of journalists by Government, Taliban, and international military forces are common forms of violence. On the 2
nd

 a group of 

clerics in Herat claimed that some un-Islamic media activities are more dangerous than suicide bombs.  

Amid calls from rights groups, on the 24
th

 the Upper House of Parliament accepted the Government’s proposal to reserve one 

parliamentary seat for the Sikh and Hindu minority. Earlier the Lower House had rejected the proposed amendment to the elections 

law. A joint-committee has now been established to iron out the differences.   

Development  

On the 3
rd

 Afghanistan placed at the bottom of Transparency International’s Corruption Perception Index along with North Korea and 

Somalia.  This is the second year in a row for these three countries.  On the 16
th

, after footage of highway police extorting money from a 

driver went viral, the Ministry of Interior arrested many police officers working on the Kabul-Kandahar highway. 

Police and civilian offices were opened in Mandol, the most populated district of Nuristan, for the first time in 12 years.  This district had 

been under Taliban control.  

On the 8
th

, the UN announced that the implementation of Elimination of Violence against Women Law has been slow and uneven. 

Registration of reports under the law is increasing, but numbers of prosecutions and convictions are low and most cases are settled by 

mediation.  

On the 8
th

, the Ministry of Public Health announced the kick-start of new plans to further reduce mother and child deaths in the 

country’s most underserved areas. Despite dramatic improvements on this front, out of every 1000 live Afghan births, 97 children die 

before turning five. 327 Afghan women die per 10,000 live births. Afghanistan remains one of the worst places to be a mother.  

Economy  

The Afghani hit its lowest value against the US dollar in the year. On the 13
th

 Noorullah Delawari, the head of Central Bank, said 

concerns over security uncertainties is a major factor.  

On the 28
th

 the Ministry of Finance announced that the UAE-based Crow Capital Partners bid to purchase New Kabul Bank was 

successful. The final bid was $28.5 million - $7.5 million more than the bid of US-based CBGI. Kabul Bank was seized by the government 

and re-developed into New Kabul Bank in 2010 after the exposure of a staggering $900 million fraud.  

On the 3
rd

 local officials announced that investment in Jalalabad, a major eastern city, increased by 20%. The growth is largely due to 

inexpensive labour, reliable supply of electricity and the creation of a 10-year tax-free regime.  

Culture and people – cautiously optimistic 

On the 6
th

 The Asia Foundation’s survey of the Afghan people found that 57 percent of the respondents are optimistic about the 

direction of the country. They viewed insecurity, corruption and unemployment as the biggest challenges. The survey was conducted in 

July with more than 9,000 respondents from all over the country.  

On the 7
th

, the Republic of Korea pledged $5.4 million for the establishment of a museum and a cultural centre in Bamiyan. 

On 16
th

 British footballer, Michael Owen travelled to Helmand to announce a Football Association initiative. Through this initiative, 

talented young Afghan players will be invited to train at St George’s Park, England’s new national training centre.    


