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Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah • Unrest 
Situation Report No. 6 
6 March 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by Cairo 
and New York. It covers the period from 4 March to 6 March. The next report will be issued on or 
around 7 March. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• The Secretary-General has appointed the former Foreign Minister of Jordan, Mr. Abdelilah Al-Khatib, 

as his Special Envoy to Libya. 
• United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Ms. Valerie Amos called for urgent humanitarian 

access to Misurata in the west of Libya following reports of violence and killing in the area. 
• Ms. Amos visited the Libya-Tunisia border area and a transit camp on Saturday. She praised 

responders’ efforts to avert a crisis on the borders.  
• According to IOM, over 200,000 people have now left Libya. 
• A total of US$62.2 million has been contributed and $10 million pledged from donors in response to 

the crisis. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
The United Nations Secretary-General has appointed 
the former Foreign Minister of Jordan, Mr. Abdelilah Al-
Khatib, as his Special Envoy to Libya. He will undertake 
urgent consultations with the authorities in Tripoli and in 
the region on the immediate humanitarian situation and 
the wider dimensions of the crisis.  
 
In a telephone conversation between the Secretary-
General and the Foreign Minister of Libya, Mr. Musa 
Kusa, on 6 March, the Secretary-General strongly 
appealed for an end to the hostilities and for full 
compliance with Security Council resolution 1970. He 
urged the authorities in Tripoli to respect the human 
rights of all the country’s people, and to lift restrictions 
on the media. Mr. Kusa agreed to the Secretary-
General’s suggestion to immediately dispatch a 
humanitarian assessment team to Tripoli. 
 
On 6 March, Emergency Relief Coordinator Ms. Valerie Amos visited the Libya-Tunisia border area. She 
called for urgent humanitarian access to Misurata in the west of Libya following reports of violence and killing 
in the area.   
 
She said: “Humanitarian organizations need urgent access now. People are injured and dying and need help 
immediately. I call on the authorities to provide access without delay to allow aid workers to help save lives. I 
would also remind all concerned to ensure that civilians are protected from harm.”   
 
According to the Benghazi Red Crescent, Misurata is under attack by Government forces, and the Libyan 
Red Crescent is trying to get access for ambulances from Tripoli to collect the dead and injured. 
 
The media has reported escalating fighting over the past three days between Government forces and the 
opposition. Hostilities have been concentrated along the coast between Ras Lanuf and Sirte, and in the 
towns of Beriaga, Zawiya and Misrata, where the Libyan Red Crescent said it had difficulties delivering aid. 
On 6 March, media sources said that in Zawiya, between 30 and 35 people were killed, including civilians 
and opposition forces. According to the media, dozens were killed in the explosion of an ammunition depot in 
Wadi Qattara, east of Benghazi. 
 
On 5 March, IOM reported that 203,756 people have crossed the borders from Libya to Egypt (90,306), 
Tunisia (110,331) and Niger (3,119). 
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Ms. Amos met agencies and authorities on the ground and people who have fled the unrest in Libya. While 
praising responders’ efforts to avert a crisis on the borders, she expressed her concern about conditions 
inside Libya: 
 
“People crossing the border here have reported that they have faced intimidation as they have tried to leave 
Libya. Freedom of movement is a fundamental human right that must be respected under all circumstances. 
Much remains to be done in the days and weeks ahead, especially if the situation deteriorates in the west of 
the country.” 
  
The joint United Nations assessment to eastern Libya (Benghazi) returned to Cairo on 6 March and briefed 
development and humanitarian partners in Egypt. The assessment report will be finalized shortly. 
 
The European External Action Service for Crisis Response and Operational Coordination has sent a fact-
finding mission to Libya to assess humanitarian and evacuation efforts on the ground, and to make an 
appraisal of what additional support may be needed. 
 
Tripoli’s international airport remains open. However, flights are subject to significant delays and thousands 
of travellers remain stranded.  
 
The road between Tripoli and Ras Ejdir on the border to Tunisia remains dangerous. There are reports of 
people being prevented from travelling to the Tunisian border from Tripoli. Roadblocks have reportedly been 
set up along the route. Ms. Amos referred to reports of intimidation against those trying to leave Libya. 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
 
On 5 March, IOM reported that 203,756 people have crossed the borders from Libya to Egypt (90,306), 
Tunisia (110,331) and Niger (3,119). 
 
Nearly 5,800 Egyptians and non-Egyptian migrants reached Saloum on 3 March, while only 1,400 migrants 
of various nationalities arrived at the same border post on 4 March. Among them were several hundred 
migrants evacuated by IOM from the Libyan port of Benghazi that day. The Libyan Red Crescent also helped 
340 Bangladeshi migrants leave the country toward the Egyptian borders, and supported them with first aid 
and food. 
 
A total of 850 Bangladeshis who were stranded at the border with Egypt were registered by IOM in view of 
their repatriation to their country of origin. 
 
Needs:  
Libya: Nothing Significant To Report (NSTR) 
 
Tunisia: At the Libya-Tunisia border, approximately 110,000 people have crossed into Tunisia as of 6 
March. Nearly 3,000 crossed on Saturday and 1,800 per day the previous two days. This is a decline 
compared with the 9,726 people who crossed on 2 March.  
 
The evacuation of some 14,000 Bangladeshis still in the transit camp remains a priority. 
 
As of 3 March, sources from the Tunisian Ministry of Health indicated that there were approximately 25,000 
people remaining at the border post of Ras Edjir. 
 
Sanitation remains a critical issue in the camps. Up to 450 toilets are expected to be built over the coming 
week. Local materials and supplies are expected on incoming flights. 
 
Egypt: According to IOM, up to 5,000 people are stranded at Saloum. They are taking shelter in empty 
buildings at the border post. They need food, water and sanitation facilities. Authorities at the border 
requested the installation of mobile latrines. UNICEF will also provide personal hygiene items, such as soap. 
 
The large demand for air transportation on the Tunisian side of the border has reportedly affected the 
availability of aircraft for repatriating people stranded on the border with Egypt. 
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Niger: More than 500 migrants, mainly from Niger, have arrived at the IOM migrant reception and transit 
centre in Dirkou. The group includes about 70 Malians, Senegalese, Burkinabés and Ghanaians, among 
them women and children. The centre is currently hosting 683 migrants. IOM is providing food and non-food 
assistance. 
 
Another 1,154 people from Niger have already been transited through the IOM centre in Dirkou. The centre 
is currently hosting 683 migrants. IOM is providing food and non-food assistance. The centre has a 400-
person capacity. 
 
Response:  
Libya: NSTR 
 
Tunisia: Decongesting the reception areas is critical, and the rate of repatriation from Tunisia has been 
increasing. Sixty flights departed Djerba on Saturday 5 March. They included commercial flights and flights 
provided by IOM and Member States.  
 
WFP is distributing high-energy biscuits to people crossing into Tunisia and those stranded at the border 
areas. Eighty metric tons were delivered some five days ago. WFP will supply five metric tons of high-energy 
biscuits to cover the needs of 8,000 beneficiaries for one week. 
 
Catholic Relief Services will purchase dates and water for distribution to stranded people. Islamic Relief 
indicated it will provide 1,000 meals per day.  
 
IOM is doubling its food and water assistance to 5,000 rations a day, and UNHCR to 3,000 rations.   
 
As of 4 March, the Islamic Relief team on the Tunisian border had distributed 45,000 food rations and water 
bottles, 10,000 hygiene packs, 500 mattresses, 1,000 blankets and 15 trash bins. The team also installed 21 
portable latrines and large marquees to provide shelter for 400 people. 
 
From 23 February to 3 March, a cumulative total of 3,290 patients were treated at the border health posts 
between Libya and Tunisia. Eighty-one patients were referred to the military camp hospital or other health 
structures. From 23 February to 3 March, 2,713 patients were received at the military camp hospital. Twenty-
four of those people were later referred to one of the regional hospitals. 
 
The Qatari Red Crescent supports the Tunisian Red Crescent with medications and consumables for on-site 
medical posts and with non-medical relief items for the camps.  
 
The World Health Organization provided assistance to the Tunisian Ministry of Health.   
 
Médecins Sans Frontières medical staff have been working at the health post since 3 March. They also plan 
to provide psychological assistance and specific assistance for women victims of rape. 
 
UNICEF has provided latrines at the military camp and has been working with the national water company 
(SONEDE) to install them. 
 
Egypt: The reception centre in Saloum has approximately 50 latrines, a large number of which are in 
disrepair. UNICEF has committed to rehabilitating the dysfunctional latrines within the next 48 hours. 
 
The Egypt Red Crescent provided 3,000 bottles of water, in addition to bread and other foods items, to those 
stranded at the border post. IOM will provide 5,000 blankets. UNHCR will provide the same amount of 
blankets, in addition to plastic sheeting and an unspecified quantity of hand wipes. 
 
WHO is working with the Egyptian Ministry of Health to strengthen the health mobile team’s presence on the 
arrival side of the Libyan-Egyptian border. It is providing a quick checklist for rapid public health screening to 
be translated and distributed in at least four languages. 
 
WHO is deploying two national Logistics Support System experts to help manage the large number of health 
professional volunteers. 
 
Niger: NSTR 
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Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

 FOOD 
 
Needs: WHO officials returning from an assessment mission in Benghazi say that food is not a major issue 
in the eastern sector of Libya and should not be for the next three months. 
 
Response: WFP was sending a shipment of 65 metric tons of date bars to Benghazi on 6 March to cover the 
needs of 27,000 beneficiaries for one month. WFP plans to deliver another 70 metric tons of date bars for an 
additional 29,000 beneficiaries and 150 metric tons of wheat flour. 
 
On 6 March, a first convoy of five trucks carrying 70 metric tons of fortified date bars departed Cairo. The 
convoy is heading to Benghazi through the Saloum crossing. 
 
WFP has pre-positioned staff to prepare for a surge response when access into Libya is obtained. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

 HEALTH 
 
Needs: Emergency health and medical care is an urgent priority within Libya. Adequate access to safe water 
and sanitation in Libya remains a public health concern.  
 
Response: WHO will work closely on health issues with the local health committee and the Libyan Red 
Crescent Society, in coordination with the International Committee of the Red Cross. It will also strengthen its 
presence at the Libyan-Egyptian border to prepare to support health authorities in Libya, as required. 
 
WHO received confirmation that a medical cargo of five surgical supply kits, 10 trauma kits A and 10 trauma 
kits B arrived in Benghazi. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Health professionals, especially ICU nursing staff, are badly needed due to the 
exhaustion of Libyan medical staff. There is a great need for orthopedic surgery material and equipment, and 
for medicines to treat non-communicable diseases. Coordination needs to be strengthened with local health 
authorities and health information management in the east. A contingency plan must be devised for further 
escalation of violence in Libya. 
 
 

 WASH 
 
Needs: NSTR 
 
Response: NSTR 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
Needs: OCHA has received reports from the Benghazi Red Crescent that Misurata is under attack by 
Government forces, and that the Libyan Red Crescent is trying to get access for ambulances from Tripoli to 
collect the dead and injured. 
 
The media has reported escalating fighting over the past three days between Government forces and the 
opposition. Hostilities have been concentrated along the coast between Ras Lanuf and Sirte, and the towns 
of Beriaga, Zawiya and Misurata, where the Libyan Red Crescent said it had difficulties delivering aid. On 5 
March, media sources said that in Zawiya, between 30 and 35 people were killed, including civilians and 
opposition. According to the media, dozens were killed in the explosion of an ammunition depot in the town 
of Wadi Qattara, east of Benghazi. 
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Response: On 6 March, Emergency Relief Coordinator Ms. Valerie Amos called for urgent humanitarian 
access to Misurata in the west of Libya following reports of violence and killing in the area. She said: 
“Humanitarian organizations need urgent access now. People are injured and dying and need help 
immediately. I call on the authorities to provide access without delay to allow aid workers to help save lives. I 
would also remind all concerned to ensure that civilians are protected from harm.”   
 
Gaps & Constraints: Humanitarian agencies require assurances of safe and unimpeded access to western 
Libya. 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
The first logistics coordination meeting was held in Djerba, Tunisia, with key partners. 
 
OCHA is coordinating interaction with groups engaged in various forms of mapping. Contact Andrej Verity at 
verity@un.org. 
 
For details of InterAction member agencies and their current activities in response to the situation in Libya, 
visit: www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya 
 

V. Funding 
 
According to the Financial Tracking Service, $62.2 million has been contributed and $10 million pledged from 
donors in response to the crisis.  
 
The Regional Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis will be launched in Geneva on Monday 7 March.  
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform the Financial 
Tracking Service of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

VI. Contact 
 
New York: 
Mr. David Carden 
Officer in Charge 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 212 963 5699 
E-mail: carden@un.org 
 
Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 3365 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Public Information Unit, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org 
 
Geneva: 
Mr. Thierry Delbreuve 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Tel: +41 (0) 22 917 1688 
E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 
Ms. Elisabeth Byrs 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
OCHA Geneva 



OCHA Situation Report 
 

 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  http://ochaonline.un.org 

6 

 

Tel: +41 22 917 2653 
byrs@un.org  
 
For more information, please visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 


