
 
 

Earthquake in SNNPR 
A 5.1 magnitude earthquake occurred on 19 December with its epicentre in Limu woreda, Hadiya zone 
(SNNPR), some 192 km from the capital, Addis Ababa. According to the zonal Disaster Risk Management 
Office, the impact of the earthquake was low, with no casualties reported and only minor damages sustained 
to some condominium buildings in the town. The regional authorities are, however, organizing an assessment 
mission to the affected area. Further details are also expected from humanitarian partners undertaking an 
impact assessment visits in the area. Meanwhile, an automated impact model scaled this earthquake as 
potentially having a medium humanitarian impact due to the region’s vulnerability to natural disasters. For 
more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org  
 

Weather Outlook  
The latest Early Warning Bulletin issued by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector 
(DRMFSS) reports that unseasonal rains are expected in southern and eastern Tigray, Afar, central eastern 
Amhara, the eastern half of Beneshangul Gumuz, Gambella, western and southern Oromia, and some 
woredas of SNNPR  through the end of the year. The report recommends that appropriate mitigation 
measures be undertaken to avoid harvest and post-harvest crop losses due to excessive moisture, including in 
fields and barns. On the other hand, the report indicates that dry weather conditions are expected to persist in 
eastern parts of the country, including in western Tigray, western Amhara and most parts of the Somali region. 
The continued dryness is likely to exacerbate moisture stress experienced in most parts of Somali region and 
some areas of Oromia, including Borena, Guji and Bale zones. In western Tigray and Amhara regions, the dry 
weather is expected to favour harvest and post-harvest activities. For more information, contact: 
infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et  
 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Update 
Water shortages continue to be reported in parts of Oromia, Somali, Tigray, Amhara and SNNPR. The 
shortages are more pronounced in pastoral areas of Borena, lowlands of Bale, East Hararghe (Kumbi, 
Gursum, Babile, Meyu, Chinaksen, Fedis, Midega Tola, Golo Oda) and West Hararghe (Burka, Dimtu, Hawi 
Gudina, Oda Bultum) in Oromia; in the deyr-receiving zones of Afder, Liben, Gode, Fik, Korahe, Warder and 
Degehabur in Somali; in Raya Azebo (Southern zone), Adigrat (Eastern zone) and Ahferom (Central zone) 
woredas in Tigray; and in some woredas in Konso, Derashe and South Omo zones in SNNPR. Chronic 
shortages also continue to be reported in Elidar, Erepti, Megale, Berahle, Argoba, Afdera, Kori, Bidu and Dalol 
woredas in Afar Region. The Oromia regional authorities conducted a rapid assessment in the affected areas 
of the region and have started preparing a contingency planning document; in the meantime, the Regional 
Water Bureau has begun providing emergency water trucking in the lowlands of Borena and Bale zones. In 
Somali Region, the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB), with support form UNICEF, 
continues emergency water trucking in the most affected woredas namely Gerbo, Dihun and Segeg (Fik), 
Gashamo, Degehamedo, Aware and Gunagado (Degehabur), Denan and Adadle (Gode) and Bare, Hargele 
and West Imy (Afder).  For more information, contact: kmcdonald@unicef.org 
 

Health Update  
New cases of measles continued to be reported in SNNPR, with some 547 cases registered between 13 and 
19 December 2010 from South Omo (Bena Tesmay, Hamer, Male, North Ari and South Ari), Hadiya (Soro), 
Keffa (Chena) and Gamo Gofa (Melekoza) zones, as well as in Konso and Basketo Special Woredas. A joint 
team comprising the Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH), WHO, Regional Health Bureau (RHB) and USAID 
visited South Omo and Gamo Gofa zones (SNNPR) between 13 and 17 December 2010 to assess the scope 
of the outbreak and provide guidance on control and prevention efforts. Similarly, the Amhara RHB and WHO 
conducted a rapid assessment in Dembia woreda in North Gonder zone to check the quality of surveillance, 
reporting, health education and case management activities. According to the latter team, regular reporting 
mechanisms at kebele health posts and active case surveillance and health education in the community need 
to be improved. The team provided support to strengthen the activities. In Beneshangul Gumuz, UNICEF 
provided doses of Vitamin A benefiting 150,000 children and four emergency drug kits to address the medical 
needs of an estimated 10,000 people.  
 

Meanwhile, the Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute (EHNRI) reported no new cases of acute 
watery diarrhoea (AWD) during the last two weeks. As part of AWD prevention and control measures, the 
NGOs Save the Children UK and PCI are working to improve the distribution of water treatment chemicals and 
water rehabilitation and hygiene promotion activities in at-risk woredas in Afar. Meanwhile, the FMoH 
organized a workshop to develop the national AWD prevention and control strategy between 20 and 24 
December in Adama. Representatives from EHNRI, Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Ministry of 
Water and Energy, Ministry of Agriculture, Government Communication Affairs, UNICEF, WHO, IRC, Catholic 
and Orthodox Churches participated in the workshop. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
& kmcdonald@unicef.org  


