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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

- More than 65 000 people are victims of floods in West Africa 
- There is an urgent need for relevant safety measures in Iferouane (300 km from 

Agadez in northern Niger) to facilitate humanitarian assistance 
- Food situation is globally satisfactory in West Africa, even though pockets of food 

insecurity risks have been identified  
- Persistence of cholera in  Guinea, where over 500 cases are reported within a week 
- The United Nations resolved to apply  the tolerance zero policy, following sexual 

abuse allegations levelled against the UNOCI Moroccan contingent deployed in 
Bouake 

- Planning the start of the return of Mauritanian refugees established in Senegal, in 
October 2007 and continuation of the return of Togolese refugees from Benin.  

 
1- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Niger: insecurity slows down humanitarian interventions in the North 
The security situation in northern Niger continues to deteriorate. In addition to the frequent 
attacks and kidnappings reported, corroborating sources reveal the presence of anti-personnel 
and anti-tank mines in certain areas in the North. As a result of this insecurity, the populations 
are said to have started leaving Northern Niger to find refuge in the safer parts of the country. 
Insecurity causes real access problems: 1) to the vulnerable populations affected by food 
insecurity and malnutrition during this lean period 2) and to the populations affected by 
floods, notably in Iferouane (300 km from Agadez). The floods make access more difficult 
because they could draw the buried mines to the surface and thus increase the risks of 
accident. This raises the issue of protection of civilian populations and humanitarian 
organisations. The resurgence of insecurity in Northern Niger was first observed in February 
2007 with the attacks and kidnappings claimed by the “Mouvement Nigerien pour la Justice”.  
 
Sierra Leone: Peaceful conduct of elections  
The Sierra Leonean electorate voted on 11 August 2007. These presidential and parliamentary 
elections were held in a peaceful atmosphere, despite the violent incidents that marked the 
beginning of the election campaign. Seven candidates are vying for the succession of 
outgoing President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, who has been in power since 1996.  The Sierra 
Leoneans are expecting the results of these elections.  
 
Workshop on light weapons in Togo 
On 11 and 18 July 2007, the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in  
Africa (UNREC), based in Togo, organised a two-day information workshop on the 
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contribution of  young political leaders and the media to the  promotion of peace and security. 
The Regional Centre also prepared a draft «Guide for the control of civil disturbances in the 
election period by security forces » and designed a trainers’ training curriculum in practical 
disarmament and the institution of peace to strengthen the capacities of Civil Society 
organisations in West Africa.  
 
2  HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
2.1 Food security and nutrition 
 
Food situation globally satisfactory1  
The experts of the African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development 
(ACMAD) expect a normal to surplus rainfall in most countries of the Sahel. However, it was 
observed that the 2007/2008 farming season kick off with difficulty in some countries because 
of an irregular rainfall. Thus, irregular and insufficient rainfall was registered up to the latter 
part of June 2007. This situation delayed seed sowing operations in Guinea Bissau, the 
Gambia, Mauritania and Senegal. This year’s harvest will depend on the rainfall registered in 
August and September.  

This food situation is globally satisfactory. However, food insecurity pockets due to food 
access difficulties were observed in countries like Guinea Bissau, Niger and Mauritania.  

Mission to evaluate food security in  Senegal 
Within the framework of food situation monitoring, a mission entrusted with the evaluation of 
the food situation in high-risk areas visited nine regions of Senegal. This mission, comprising 
representatives of the Government/ FEWS-NET/ FAO/WFP/ UNICEF/ OCHA and IFAD 
started on 16 August and ended on 25 August. CILSS, in collaboration with State structures, 
United Nations agencies and other partners, will undertake similar missions in all countries of 
the Sahel in October/November 2007.  
 
2.2 Protection and movements of populations 
 
Sexual scandal in Côte d’Ivoire 
Following the numerous allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse levelled against elements 
of the Moroccan contingent in Bouake, the United Nations decided, on 20 July 2007, to 
suspend the said contingent. This decision is perfectly in line with the United Nations’ 
tolerance zero policy with respect to sexual exploitation and abuse. The Assistant Secretary 
General and Administrator of the Peace Keeping Missions Support Department, Mrs Jane 
Holl Lute, said at a press conference in New York that her office will get to the bottom of the 
issue and take punitive measures, where necessary.  Accordingly, the UNOCI is bent on 
taking disciplinary measures against this horrendous practice of sexual exploitation and abuse, 
in keeping with the United Nations’ tolerance zero policy in this regard.  
 
Return of Mauritanian refugees established in Senegal and Mali in October 
The HCR is preparing the return of Mauritanian refugees established in Senegal since the 
inter-ethnic conflict that broke out between Senegal and Mauritania in 1989/1991. The HCR, 
in close collaboration with OFADEC pursues the operation for the identification and profiling 
of some 20 000 refugees. The purpose of this operation is to investigate on the refugees’ 
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regions of origin and their real intention prior to the start of the repatriation operation in 
October 2007. In connection with the implementation of the refugees’ repatriation 
programme, the HCR is currently preparing a tripartite agreement draft to serve as a legal 
basis for the return of refugees. This agreement contains clauses, which provide for the 
protection of refugees and their indemnification. According to HCR, some 14,000 refugees 
are willing to return to Mauritania. This repatriation programme estimated to cost 1.5 million 
dollars should cover the period going from October 2007 to December 2008. On the other 
hand,  HCR does not envisage a  programme for the repatriation of Mauritanian refugees 
established in Mali since the latter have perfectly integrated the socio-professional fabric in 
that country.  
 
Return of Togolese refugees 
The programme for the voluntary repatriation of Togolese refugees based in Benin and 
Ghana, initiated by HCRAH and HCR, in collaboration with other organisations, has 
commenced since June 2007. From June to July 2007, the return of 650 Togolese refugees 
was organised within the framework of the implementation of the repatriation programme. 
The first convoy of Togolese refugees from Ghana is scheduled to leave sometime in August. 
 
According to HCR, the number of Togolese refugees in Benin in December 2006 was 8 557 
while 8,000 were in Ghana.  4,000 refugees are scheduled to return home before December 
2007 while 10,000 others will return in the course of 2008.  HCR, WFP, FAO, UNICEF, 
UNFPA and HCRAH have developed joint projects for the reintegration of refugees.   
 
2.3 Health  

Persisting cholera epidemic in Guinea 
About 524 new cases of cholera, including 20 deaths were registered from 6 to 12 August. 
Three hundred and seventy of these cases occurred in Conakry. From the beginning of the 
year to 12 August, a national 1764 cases, 67 of whom died, were registered in the health 
structures.  
 
In West Africa, the months of August-September-October correspond to the flooding period 
and this contributes to the emergence of cholera. Efforts are currently being deployed for the 
prevention of epidemics caused by insalubrity and stagnant water and the preparation of an 
adequate response. In October 2005, more than 51 800 cases of cholera including some 800 
deaths were registered in Guinea Bissau, Mali, Mauritania and Senegal.  
 
Bird flu in Togo 
Since the official announcement, on 22 June 2006, that the highly pathogenous Bird Flu Virus 
was detected in a Togolese farm situated in Segbehoue (south of the capital, Lome), the 
Government has confirmed the appearance of two infection centres in two other farms in 
Agbata  and Adeticope. These two centres are also located in the Maritime region. All in all, 
about 35,000 poultries should be slaughtered in these three centres. With FAO support, the 
government prepared a six-month emergency action plan, which identifies the short-term 
needs and serves as a framework for the harmonisation of the various partners’ interventions. 
Since the bird flu arouse in this country, the United Nations and donors like USAID have 
provided the government with assistance in the form of prevention and screening equipment 
as well as materials for bird flu control.  
 
Six countries of the sub-region are now affected by avian flu: Togo, Ghana, Niger, Nigeria, 
Burkina Faso and Cote d’Ivoire. With bird flu infection centres on the rise in the region, all 
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the countries are on alert. Within the framework of the monitoring of the States’ level of 
preparedness to respond to bird flu, the OCHA Regional Office initiated a series of workshops 
on the States’ preparation and response to the bird flu epizootic disease as well as the human 
flu pandemic. The next regional workshop will be held in Niamey, Niger, on 26 September 
2007.  For more information on the bird flu in West Africa, please consult the web page of the 
Regional platform on bird flu at the following address: 
http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=8443  

2.4 Natural disasters/Floods 

Eight countries already affected by floods  
 
Between July and August, the floods caused more than 65,500 victims and homeless in 7 
countries: Nigeria (14,000), Burkina Faso (13,400), Mali (17,900), Gambia (298), Niger 
(7886), Côte d'Ivoire (2,000) and Mauritania (10,000). The damage resulting from these 
floods includes the destruction of homes, crops and roads as well as water pollution. 
 
UN agencies, the Red Cross and NGOs continue to support the governments’ actions as 
regards the evaluation of damage and needs but also to assist victims.   
 
Except for Mauritania, no government has launched an international appeal yet to respond to 
the flooding. In Mauritania, the flooding affected the Tintane area (north-east) distressing 
about 10,000 persons. In fact, on 11 August, the Mauritanian Government launched an appeal 
for assistance to tackle the current emergency situation and reconstruct the city of Tintane. 
According to the Mauritanian Government, water and sanitation are the sectors in which 
emergency intervention is required. The United Nations team in Mauritania is assisting the 
government within the limits of its resources.   
 
The flooding which occurred in Mali in July and August caused more than 17,500 victims in 
the regions of Segou (14 000), Mopti (1696) and Kayes (1900).  
On 17 August 2007, the UN country team donated 130 tons of food, 20,000 doses of  oral 
rehydratation solution, water purification tablets, mats, impregnated mosquito nets, etc..  
Donations were made to victims of the Bandiagara flooding in July as well. A similar 
assistance was provided in July to the victims of the Bandiagara flooding. Negotiations are 
underway to open a humanitarian corridor.  
 
In Niger, 7,800 persons are said to have been affected by the July and August floods.  The 
affected regions are: Agadez, Zinder, Tahoua, Niamey and Tillabery. The United Nations 
organisations and NGOs assist the distressed populations by donating food, drugs and 
mosquito nets etc. Because of the insecurity which is rife in Northern Niger, access to the 
populations affected by the flooding in Iferouane (Agadez) is a real concern for humanitarian 
workers because it is believed that anti-personnel mines are buried in this area.   
 
In Burkina Faso, the people affected by flood are estimated at around 14,3272. The affected 
provinces are: Kouritenga (Central-East ); Oubritenga (Central Plateau);  Kadiogo 
(Centre), Houet  (Hauts Bassins),  Zandoma, Yatenga, Passore, Loroum (North: Provinces 
Bam, Namentenga and Sanmatenga (Central- North);  Zoundwego (Central-South). The 
Social Action provincial service, with the backing of the Burkinabe  Red Cross and local 
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authorities  (mayors, departments and delegations) are evaluating the damage caused by the 
floods, and the victims’ needs. Local authorities, supported by a team of fire fighters, Burkina 
Faso Red Cross volunteers and local boatmen (Bozo fishermen) are carrying out operations to 
rescue and assist the victims. At the request of CONASUR, a UNICEF emergency stock was 
redeployed to provide assistance to victims. In Burkina Faso, this year’s flood victims add up 
to those of the floods which occurred in Gorom-Gorom in 2006. The affected persons, 
estimated at 6,000, are still in need of assistance in the form of food, blankets and mosquito 
nets, at least until the next harvest in September 2007. 
 
Floods of a lesser magnitude were also registered in the Gambia, Côte d’Ivoire and Senegal 
between July and August. However, the situation is under control in these countries.   
 
With the numerous floods in the sub-region, a fresh outbreak of epidemics such as cholera, 
yellow fever and an upsurge in cases of malaria are feared.   
 
Climatologists forecast heavy rains with possible floods in August, in some West African 
countries. 
 
So far, the governments, in collaboration with their humanitarian partners, have succeeded in 
meeting the disaster victims’ needs, except in Mauritania.  Calls for international funds could 
be launched by countries in case the situation deteriorates in the weeks ahead.  
 
Liberia: the advancing sea resulted in the displacement of 700 people. 
Many homes were destroyed between 30 July to 2 August in the fishermen’s villages of 
Grand Bassa, Grand Cape and Montsserado (Southern Liberia) because of the advancing sea. 
The destruction of eight houses in a Monrovia shantytown by huge waves has also been 
reported on 14 August. The Red Cross counted more than 700 displaced persons following 
these events. According to experts, the advancing sea is a phenomenon related to coastal 
erosion. The latter has been exacerbated by the excessive collection of sand from the beach to 
rebuild houses and infrastructure that have been destroyed during the war. Immense advocacy 
efforts are made at the local level to fight against the advancement of the sea which threatens 
families of fishermen living along the coast.  
 
3 RESOURCE MOBILISATION 
 
Eight million dollars from CERF to under funded emergencies in West Africa 
On 1st August 2007, the CERF Secretariat announced the allocation of a donation of eight 
million dollars to under-funded projects within the framework of the calls for consolidated 
funds launched in West Africa. The allocation of CERF funds is broken down as follows: 
Burkina Faso 1 million; Côte d’Ivoire 2.5 million; Liberia 1.5 million; Mauritania 1 million 
and Niger 2 million.  
 
Call for Consolidated Humanitarian Funds (CAP) financed at 39% 
The Call for Consolidated Humanitarian Funds for West Africa was financed to the tune of  
39 % as at 17 August. The humanitarian organisations still need 206 million dollars to satisfy 
the needs of the vulnerable populations affected by the crises in the sub-region. This level of 
financing is below that of late August last year which was 63%. 
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Table of 2007 CAP financing level per theme (as of 17 August 2007) 
 Themes Requests in  $ 

US 
Financing in  $ 

US % Pledges in  $ 
USD 

Food Security and Nutrition  129 294 263 45 553 703 35% 2 000 000 
Health Emergencies  18 533 255 6 758 504 36% 0 
Protection /Movements of  populations 181 982 616 78 239 737 43% 7 034 899 
Trans-thematic 9 764 017 2 354 561 24% 0 
Theme not yet specified 0 328 947 0% 1 762 896 

Overall Total: 339 574 151
 

133 237 902
 

39% 10 797 795 

 
For more information on the CAP 2007 financing, please refer to  www.reliefweb.int/fts . The 
direct link for information concerning the CAP West Africa:: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=15184   

5 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
Date  Events  Where                                     Who  

17.07.2007 Launching the Mid-term CAP review Geneva OCHA

26.07.2007 Meeting of regional group health Dakar 
NGO/UN/OCHA/donors and 
other partners 

26.07.2007 
Meeting of regional group food security 
and nutrition Dakar 

NGO/UN/OCHA/donors and 
other partners 

03.08.2007 
Meeting of regional group food security 
and nutrition Dakar 

NGO/UN/OCHA/donors and 
other partners 

04-05.09.2007  2008 CAP workshop for West Africa Dakar 
NGO/UN/OCHA/donors and 
other partners 

17-20.09.2007 
Regional meeting on food security and 
food perspectives in the Sahel Banjul 

CILSS/Fewsnet/FAO/WFP 

20.09.2007 
Meeting of regional group food security 
and nutrition Dakar 

NGO/UN/OCHA/donors and 
other partners 

15.10 au 10.11 
2007 

Joint CILSS-FAO Missions for the 
evaluation of the crop-year in CILSS 
countries Sahel CILSS/FAO/Fewsnet

4-6.12.2007 
Bi-annual ALNAP meeting  
 Dakar 

 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on the 
humanitarian situation in the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
To be informed daily about the humanitarian situation by mail, please get connected to  IRIN : 
www.irinnews.org  
 
To be included in or excluded from the distribution list of the Report on the Humanitarian Situation in West 
Africa, or to contribute to the next monthly report, please send us a message through thiamk@un.org  
  

NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee the 
accuracy of the reports mentioned in the document.  

[End] 
 


