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Newsletter  
22 February – 1 March 2010 

Highlights 

- Raid of the LRA in the south-east of the CAR 

- Yalinga, in the prefecture of Haute-Kotto 
attacked by the LRA 

-  18 Chadians herders killed in Markounda area 

- Election scheduled for 25th of April 

- 14 February: first agricultural fair in Bouar 

- The High Commissioner for Human Rights visit 
to CAR.  

Background and  security  
Incursion of the LRA in the south-east  

On 19 February, the rebel group, the Ugandan 
Resistance Army (LRA) has conducted a raid on 
Rafaï in the south-east of the Central African Republic 
looking for food and means of communication. The 
elements of the LRA have abducted about thirty 
people to carry their loot. Among those abducted, 
many have been able to escape. The LRA rebels 
have gradually being present in the CAR following a 
massive military offensive launched against them in 
December 2008 by the Ugandian army (UPDF). 

Yalinga  attacked  

The town of Yalinga located in the prefecture of 
Haute-Kotto in the northeast of the CAR was attacked 
by elements of the LRA, on 27 February. To date, 
there is no evidence to establish an evaluation 
caused by this assault. 

Killing of 18 Chadians breeders 

On 17 February, Chadians breeders have been 
attacked in the surrounding area of Markounda in the 
north-west of CAR, by supposed elements of the 
Popular Army for the Restoration of Democracy 
(APRD). The attack caused the death of 18 Chadians 
from which the bodies of five of them have been 
seen.  
"We are currently conducting an investigation about 
these facts. The APRD has signed peace 

agreements, so we must meet these obligations." 
Said, Jean-Jacques Demafouth, the rebel group's 
leader during an interview. 

Elections scheduled for 25 April  

According to the decree signed on 25 February by the 
Head of State, François Bozizé, the first round of the 
election is scheduled on 25t of April and the electoral 
campaign will start on Monday, 12 April 2010 to be 
ended on Friday, 23 April at midnight. Regarding the 
presidential election, the polls will be opened from 
6.am to 4.pm without interruption throughout the 
country and in the diplomatic representations and 
consulates in abroad .The Legislative elections 
will be held only in countrywide.  

The President François Bozizé also issued a decree 
nomitate the new representatives of the democratic 
opposition movements and the political-military to 
serve in the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) 
in replacement of the controversial previous ones 

The democratic opposition and armed groups had 
suspended their participation in the IEC in mid-
January, asking for the resignation of the President of 
the commission, accused of ineffectiveness, partiality 
and incompetency. After negotiations conducted by 
the ombudsman, Mr Paulin Pomodimo, the opposition 
members have signed in mid-February a protocol 
document to resume in the IEC. 

News 
First Agricultural Fair in Bouar  

On 14 February, representatives of 76 farmer groups 
gathered during the first edition of the Agricultural Fair 
in Bouar in the prefecture of Nana Mambere  (west).  

Most of the farmer groups, came from nearby Bouar, 
Bozoum and Bocaranga and they have sold their 
products that reached approximatively a total of 15 
million CFA francs (31,192 USD). This initiative was 
inspired by the annual agricultural fair in Bozoum and 
was jointly organized by Caritas and Mercy Corps, 
with the financial support from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates  Foundation.  
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Farmers proud to showcase their products  
The farmers  during a demonstration, proudly showed 
to the local authorities and representatives of 
international organizations, their agricultural products 
and food crops, their livestock and some processed 
goods such as honey, cakes, wine, and  seeds.The 
farmers have spread their products through stands 
and have met some traders from the prefecture. The 
Prefect of the Nana Mambere, Sostene Dengbe, 
stressed, in his speech, the importance of agricultural 
work for the economic revitalization of the area.  

 

An overview of the stands at the fair  

15 persons from the sub-prefecture of Bocaranga 
who attended the fair were supported by the 
International Rescue Committee (IRC). "The fair is a 
rare opportunity for us, because buyers are too 
scared to come in our village," said, the 
representative of a group of Ngbama, a village under 
the control of the APRD. The groups with the best 
stands in terms of variety, economic value and 
presentation have received awards such as 
agricultural tools; the first price received a cassava 
grinder. This initial edition of the fair in Bouar was an 
opportunity for farmers to discuss omong themselves 
and with others some issues related to agriculture 

and  marketing aspects of it. The organizers have 
this opportunity to lobby on issues like free movement 
of goods and people along the highways of the 
country which are often hampered by the illegal 
taxation and arbitrary detention. The Strategy and 
preparation for the 2011 Fair are already underway.  
Contact mary.rodeghier@theirc.org for more 
information.  

Ms Navi Pillay visits RCA  

Ms Navi Pillay, the High Commissioner of the United 
Nations Human Rights was on mission in CAR on 18 
February for a one-day visit. She held successive 
meetings with the Prime Minister, other key 
government officials, NGOs and members of civil 
society.  

During the press conference, Ms. Pillay welcomed the 
government's willingness to cooperate with the United 
Nations in the field of human rights, and the revision 
by the National Assembly of the Penal Code and the 
Code of Criminal  Procedure. The  High 
Commissioner, said it was essential to fight against 
impunity for continued violations of human rights, 
especially among officers of law and the army. She 
also urged the government to take more measures 
and concret actions to provide assistance to victims 
and to prosecute the perpetrators to justice.  
Ms Navi Pillay has also expressed her deep concern 
about the widespread sexual violence that women are 
facing, the violence when they are accused of 
witchcraft or defamation based on their gender. 
Regarding the elections, Ms. Pillay said, that it be will 
an opportunity for CAR to show the world and 
especially to the Central African people that the 
country can hold successfully free and transparent 
elections free and take a big step towards a peaceful 
and  Democratic  future. Finally, the High 
Commissioner urged the Government to speed up the 
process of creating a National Commission of Human 
Rights and an implementation of a National Action 
Plan on Human Rights by the end of the year 2010.  

Contact tourea@un.org for more information. 

 
For more information, please contact:  

UN OCHA CAR | Gisele Willybiro-Maïdou | willybiro@un.org |  
+236 70 18 80 61 
UNDP CAR | Tino Kreutzer | tino.kreutzer@undp.org |  
+236 75 57 50 34 
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