
CHF International:
Water and Sanitation

For countries that are coping with post-conflict, unstable or natural disaster situ-
ations, restoration of proper water and sanitation systems is a high priority. Clean 
water and proper hygiene prevent water-borne disease and provide a base for other 
development activities to take place. CHF International has worked around the 
world to restore or develop delivery of clean water and improve the sanitation and 
health of thousands of people in very difficult situations. By educating populations 
about the importance of hygiene and disease prevention we empower them to man-
age their own water and sanitation systems.

CHF is a community-based 
organization, and all program 
activities are implemented in 
close consultation with com-
munities, local leaders, and 
government authorities, ensur-
ing that program activities are 
community-driven, locally 
managed, and responsive to 
community-identified needs 
and priorities. 

Founded in 1952, CHF  
International is an international 
development and humanitarian 
assistance organization with 
operations in over 25 countries.  

Ghana
More than half of Ghana’s urban population lives in slum settlements with inadequate 
water supply. Complementary to our Gates Foundation funded urban slum upgrading 
program SCALE-UP, we are are implementing the USAID-funded GHANA- WASHUP 
program.WASH-UP promotes innovative economic enterprises in the areas of water 
and sanitation and strengthens local governance for water supply, sanitation service, 
and hygiene promotion in the slum communities of Accra and Sekondi-Takoradi. 
Recent successes include improvements such as the paving of alleys that were formerly 
catch points for standing, dirty water, the construction of latrines and establishment of 
community wells. 

Liberia
Decades of civil war devastated Liberia’s economy and infrastructure. While communities 
are working hard to re-establish themselves, they lack capacity to provide water, sanita-
tion and hygiene services to their populations. For example, only 65% of Liberian house-
holds had access to a clean water source in 2007. CHF International is implementing the 
USAID-funded Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) program in six counties and two 
communities in greater Monrovia to:

• increase access to 
clean water as well 
as sanitation and 
hygiene products

• increase commu-
nity knowledge of 
sanitary practices and 
water hygiene

• improve the attitude 
towards water, sanita-
tion and hygiene at 
national, county and 
community levels.  

Through our people- centered, participatory approach, we will promote personal and  
community understanding of personal and communal water and hygiene management. 



CHF International:
Water and Sanitation

Honduras
Environmental degradation and migration to the cities left the rural state of El Valle with 
decreased agricultural output, the main driver of the economy there. Over-harvesting 
and drought meant that farmers were struggling to make ends meet and provide for their 

families. With the support 
of the Millenium Challenge 
Account, CHF International 
partnered with local lead-
ers and 180 small farmers 
to build water-harvesting 
reservoirs and drip irrigation 
systems to produce a sus-
tainable, year-round source 
of water for the crops. CHF 
also worked with farmers to 
teach best practices to man-
age their crops and raised 
productivity by 30%.
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Ethiopia
CHF is implementing the USAID/OFDA funded Sustainable Humanitarian Assistance Pro-
gram for Ethiopia (SHAPE) program in the Gode zone of Ethiopia to help drought-affected 
communities meet emergency needs for water, food and income while also building re-
sources and capacities to respond to future crises. Using a three-pronged approach, we are 
increasing income for affected families, increasing agricultural and livestock production, 
and improving access to safe water and hygiene practices. SHAPE builds on the Liveli-
hood Support for Somali Agro-Pastoralists (L-SAP) program that established nearly 100 
new wells and rainwater reservoirs, among other activities. 

In addition, CHF Interna-
tional partnered with Disney 
to implement the “Click 
for Clean Water” project. 
This initiative targeted 15 
drought-affected communi-
ties to construct wells and 
water reservoirs at com-
munity schools to improve 
children’s access to water. 
The project also educates 
these same children about 
proper sanitation, hygiene, 
and basic health topics to 
curb preventable disease 
and illness.  


