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Situation Report 1 

UN Disaster Management Team - Costa Rica  
 

 Earthquake in Costa Rica 
8 January 2009 

 
13:21 hours (local time) 

 
Note:  This report is based primarily on information provided by the Emergency 
National Commission (CNE) to the United Nations Emergency Technical Team 
(UNETT).  Other sources include national counterparts, the National Meteorological 
Institute (IMN) and main press in the country.       
           
 
A. Description of the adverse effect: 
 

Costa Rica suffered from series of seismic events that began on Monday 5 
January. The first quake was registered on Monday 5 and was located 5 kms east 
from the Volcano Poas, with a magnitude of 4.0 on Richter scale. Several replicas 
have been felt since then. On Thursday 8 an earthquake with a magnitude of 6.2 on 
Richter scale was registered 10 kms east from the Volcano.Poas.at 13:21 hours. 
More than 1000 replicas have been registered since then. 43 cantons are in red 
alert (more than 50% of the country) where severe damage to the infrastructure 
(houses, roads, bridges) has been experienced. According to the Red Cross 32 
people have died, many others are still unaccounted for and 2 500 people have 
been seriously affected. Many communities are inaccessible due to landslides. The 
new emergency situation has forced the evacuation of hundreds of people. 
 
According to the Local Emergency Committees (LECs), the most seriously affected 
communities are located in the provinces of Alajuela, Heredia, Cartago and San 
José. The rivers of Chirripó Atlantico, Reventazón, Sixaola, Matina, Barbilla, and 
Palacios are particularly dangerous due to the probability of flash floods. The 
course of the river Sarapiqui has changed due to the phenomenon, affecting the 
local communities.  
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 (Source:  newspaper LA PRENSA LIBRE) 
 
      

 
 

B. Measures by national authorities: 
 
In coordination with the first response institutions, the Emergency National 
Commission (CNE) issued a Red Alert on 8 January (15:00 hours) for the 43 
cantons. with corresponding activation of the Risk Management National System 
(SNGR). 
 
 
 

 
 
                                      

 
C. Impact: 
   

Affected communities: 
 

Affected provinces Alajuela, Heredia, Cartago, San José  
Affected Municipalities 43 out of 81(Red Alert) 

Alajuela (9),Cartago (8), Heredia (10), 
San José (16)  

Affected Communities Damages in 21 communities have been 
recorded until now  

Population in shelters Not yet officially reported 
         (Source:  CNE) 

 



 3 

 
 
 
Present phase: 
 Ensuring access to the affected communities, delivery of food and water 

supplies (385 rations). Delivery of non-food items (630 blankets and 565 
mattresses) evacuation of isolated populations due to the risk of further 
seismic activity ( mostly by aerial means), opening and management of 
temporary shelters, activation of the Operations Emergency Centres at 
regional-local levels, identification of the injured and assessment of the 
situation on the ground.  

 Weather monitoring countrywide by the National Meteorological Institute. 
 
 

 (Source CNE) 
 

Affected population : 
 

Loss of life 32 
In shelters 173 
Injured Currently unavailable 
Missing Currently unavailable 

 (Source : CNE and National Red Cross) 
 
 
 
Damaged Infrastructure :  
Assessments are preliminary, currently there are reports of 2 badly damaged 
bridges, roads and public buildings and houses have also been affected. Electricity 
supplies have been cut off in some areas Please refer to annex.  
 
                  

 
D. Response actions implemented by the community, organizations and national 
authorities: 
 

1. The CNE coordinates the Emergency Operations Centre (COE), 
since the declaration of the Red alert and activation of all Regional 
and Local Emergency Committees in the affected areas. 

2. Co-ordination mechanism with first response institutions (Red Cross, 
National Social Security and Health Agency (Caja Costarricense de 
Seguro Social) police forces) for relief actions in the affected areas.  

3. Co-ordination with the Ministry of Public Works and Transportation to 
assess the situation and open affected roads 

4. Delivery of food and non-food items 
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E. United Nations actions: 
 

a. UNETT (FAO, UN-HABITAT, UNHCR, ILO, IOM, UNESCO, 
PAHO/WHO, WMO, UNDP, UNICEF and UNFPA) is monitoring the 
events closely, UN System Inter Agency Response Plan (PIRESNU) is 
the main input for co-ordination. Situation Reports from CNE shared by 
UNETT members and the UNDMT.    

b. UNETT is preparing UNDMT Situation Reports for OCHA and RED LAC 
members.  

c. Telephone and E-mail communications with OCHA-LAC, to assess 
emergency situation. 

d. Specific UN Agencies (UNDP, PAHO/WHO, UNFPA, and UNICEF) are 
keeping communication channels with sector counterparts, either for 
Situation Reports or for specific assistance requests.    

e. PAHO/WHO:  Evaluation together with the Ministry of Health of the 
medical needs.  

f. UN System Representatives keep close communication with national                                                            
authorities. 

g. Local UN agencies identifying resources. 
 
 
F. Assistance 

 
UNDMT and UNETT monitor the situation closely.  Working contacts with OCHA 
and RED LAC staff to continue. 

 
 
 
 
 
G.National Contacts (If required) 
 

Comisión Nacional de Prevención del Riesgo y Atención de Emergencias (CNE) 
Lic. Marco Vinicio Saborío, Jefe Asuntos Internacionales  
Tel: (506) 2210 2843 
Mob: (506) 8861 0271 
msaborio@cne.go.cr  
      
Lic.  Sigifredo Pérez,   Jefe Operaciones  
Tel: (506) 2210 2732 
Mob: (506) 8894 7501 
sperez@cne.go.cr 
 
 
 

H.UN Contacts (If required) 
Luiza Carvalho  
Humanitarian and Resident Coordinator  
PAHO / WHO Representative 
UN  Resident Coordinator a.i. 
Tel:     (506) 2296-1544 ext: 110 
Fax:    (506) 2296-1545 
luiza.carvalho@undp.org 
 
Lic. Andrés Calvo Barrantes 
National Programme Officer PAHO/WHO 
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UNETT Coordinador 
Tel:    (506) 2258-5810, ext 341 
Mob:  (506) 8836-3580 
Fax:   (506) 2258-5830 
calvoand@cor.ops-oms.org 
 
Lic. Vanessa Zamora 
Programme Officer UNDP/ OCHA Focal Point 
Tel:     (506) 2296-1544 ext: 140 
Mob:   (506) 8825-9257 
Fax:    (506) 2296-1545 
vanessa.zamora@undp.org 
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