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Key Messages
Cereal prices are still above average levels and hence deteriorating food access for low-income households.

The country suffers from internal tribal conflicts and natural hazards such as drought and floods.

There is consensus among agencies that the country is facing a serious problem of food insecurity with 3.8 million people in 
need of food assistance.

The government is implementing trade policy and consumer oriented measures to support people during the hunger season.

Background
In 2008, Kenya’s total population was estimated to be 38.53 million, with a population growth rate of 2% per annum. The proportion of 
undernourished population was 32% in 2005 and the prevalence of HIV among adults was estimated at 6%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 38534087

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 1580

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 19%

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 79%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2008 (WB) 21%

Prices

Cereals: Food prices remain at above average levels due to 
inflated transportation costs for imported maize and below 
average production of maize. In Nairobi, the Jan 2010 
wholesale prices of maize were 408 USD/Ton, compared to 
307 USD/Ton of 1 year before. Prices went up from 357 USD 
in Oct to 374 USD in Jan 2010. Maize prices in Nairobi market 
(304 USD/Ton Jan) were also 83% higher than international 
prices of US Maize No.2 Yellow, Gulf (166 USD/Ton).
Livestock: Dry weather conditions in the north, western and 
eastern pastoral regions, have affected livestock body 
conditions leading to below normal livestock prices.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 32%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 50%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 42%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 53

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 57%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 6%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Conflict over resources between various ethnic groups 
continued as drought led to increased cattle rustling in northern 
regions. Moreover, heavy rains between the end of December 
2009 and beginning of January 2010 in northern, central and 
western Kenya have caused massive flooding affecting 
approximately 30,000 people, especially in the Turkana and 
West Pokot districts in the North Rift Region. The re-settlement 
of displaced people after the post election violence is still going 
on.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 391046 371495 1180088

Total outside the country 6435 9277 762617

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Flood 2009-12-21 Rift Valley 1/3

Flood 2009-10-20 Malindi - 
Garsen

1/3

No Earthquakes - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.
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Vegetation Condition

The middle of the short rain season presents normal to very 
good vegetation conditions except for the Eastern and North-
Eastern provinces (poor to very poor conditions). The indicator 
of vegetation condition is the relative difference between the 
NDVI for Jan. 2010 and the average of the last 10 years on the 
agricultural zones derived from the GLOBCOVER database.

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Food Security Situation

3.8 million people are estimated to require food assistance 
through Feb. 2010. GIEWS reports shortfalls in production, 
while FEWSNET assesses the country as highly food insecure 
with some improvements in southeast. WFP and IFPRI 
describe food insecurity as moderately high and alarming in the 
long term.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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Food insecurity has continued to worsen through the dry season, 
particularly in the extremely food insecure areas. An estimated 3.8 
million people are highly to extremely food insecure, 
predominantly in the pastoral ...more

FEWSNET
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Food Balance Sheet

Long rain maize production was forecasted at 1.84 million 
tonnes, 28% below average, particularly due to erratic rainfall. 
However,  a bumper harvest was indicated in Eastern, Rift 
Valley, and Coast provinces for the short rain maize production.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government is expanding the duty free on maize imports 
expired in December to compensate the probable shortfall in 
domestic supply after May. The Gvmt is also expected to 
release Sh2.3 billion to buy maize for the Strategic Grain 
Reserve. Recently, it has also launched the national economic 
stimulus to increase food production using irrigation.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Built up strategic grain reserve.

Producer oriented measures Eexpanded irrigation.

Trade policy measures Maintain duty free importation of 
maize.

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

KENYA: Taking the risk out of farming
KENYA: Warnings sounded before long rains
KENYA: "Flash blood" puts drug users at risk of HIV
KENYA: "A dream come true" for many slum residents
KENYA: Experts voice food security concerns

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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