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Highlights

In November there have been several positive  x
developments indicating the increasing engagement 
of Gulf countries in the international humanitarian 
system. On 24 November, His Highness Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Zayed al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister of the UAE and President of the UAE Red 
Crescent Authority, hosted a global launch of the 
2009 Humanitarian Appeal in partnership with UN 
OCHA. This was the first time in many years that the 
Humanitarian Appeal has been launched outside 
Geneva or New York, in recognition of the pivotal role 
of the Gulf region in humanitarian affairs. The event 
went a long way towards raising awareness of the 
US $7 billion Appeal – the largest since the creation of 
the Consolidated Appeals Process in 1991 – that aims 
to assist 30 million people in 31 countries throughout 
2009. Speaking at the launch, His Highness Sheikh 
Hamdan announced a pledge of over US$3 million 
towards the appealAppeal. Representing the UN 
system was the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Mr. Antonio Guterres.

On 25 November, the Ministry of Interior of the UAE  x
announced, through the Dubai Police, an annual 
contribution of US$250,000 for the International Search 
and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) and the UN 
Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) 
system. This contribution will be given through the 
FCSS in Geneva. Hungary will assume the Chair in 
2009 and the United Arab Emirates was elected as 
the Vice-Chair. Mr. Mohammed al Ansari of Abu Dhabi 
police will assume responsibility as the Vice-Chair on 
behalf of the UAE. 

According to Maghreb Arab Press, Saudi Arabia  x
granted Morocco US$ 100 million to help alleviate the 
effects of the torrential rains that resulted in floods 
in several parts of the country. King Mohammed VI 
issued instructions to set up a special fund to combat 
the effects of natural disasters. The fund will be 
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financed by the Saudi donation as well as by a US$ 34 
million allocation by the Hassan II Fund for Economic 
and Social Development, and another US$ 91 million 
from the Government of Morocco. The Fund will 
finance emergency relief operations and help affected 
populations, as well as contributing to developing and 
enhancing the response systems of national emergency 
and rescue units, building preventative installations 
and setting up early-warning systems. 

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red  x
Crescent Societies (IFRC) has made several Emergency 
Appeals in support of operations of local Red Crescent 
Societies, to help thousands of people who have been 
affected by the worst floods to hit the region in decades. 
In the past two months the IFRC appealed for US$ 
716,690 to help around 12,000 people in Algeria, US$ 
1.5 million for nearly 5,000 people in Yemen, and US$ 
1,413,260 to help 10,000 people in Morocco. For more 
details, please visit www.ifrc.org

Morocco 

On 7 November, the IFRC issued an Emergency  x
Appeal for US$ 1,413,260 to support the Moroccan Red 
Crescent Society in assisting some 10,000 people who 
have been affected by the recent floods. The torrential 
rains that have hit Morocco since early October have 
caused 30 deaths, hundreds of homeless families, and 
the destruction of more than 700 homes, roads, bridges, 
electric network, etc. Adverse weather continues 
to hamper the aid operations and access is difficult. 
Heavy rains are expected to continue, particularly in 
northern Morocco, until the end of the year. For the full 
appeal, please visit www.ifrc.org

The Abu Dhabi launch of the 2009 Humanitarian Appeal was opened by H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Zayed al Nahyan and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Antonio Guterres .  | Photo: UN-
OCHA/ Essam 
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Yemen

Humanitarian needs continue following the October  x
floods in east Yemen, which killed at least 73 people, 
and caused widespread destruction of property. 
Although the most affected areas in Hadramout and 
Al-Mahra districts are past the emergency phase, 
concerns remain over access to safe drinking water, 
the prevention of water-borne diseases, 25,000 people 
who are living in temporary shelters and the need for 
continued food assistance. 45 schools continue to 
house affected populations, in addition to mosques, 
clubs and host families. 

On 10 November 2008, seven United Nations agencies 
in partnership with non-governmental Organizations, 
appealed for US$11.5 million to assist an estimated 
650,000 people.

At least 3,264 houses, made mainly of mud bricks, were 
totally destroyed or damaged beyond repair, leaving 
between 20-25,000 people without shelter. Hundreds 
of other homes have been rendered unfit for human 
habitation. The funding sought under the Yemen 
Floods Response Plan will be used to assist those 
affected with food, water and sanitation, health and 
nutrition services, shelter, protection and education. 
The IFRC also made a preliminary Emergency Appeal 
for nearly US$ 1.5 million to support the Yemeni Red 
Crescent operations; US$ 229,975 was allocated 
from the International Federation’s Disaster Relief 
Emergency Fund (DREF) to support this operation.

On 12 and 17 November, the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) made two allocations to 
support the flood victims, to a total of nearly US$ 2 
million. This money was distributed among the food, 
health, shelter and water and sanitation sectors.

Sa’ada

The situation in Sa’ada town remains stable, although 
security along the Sa’ada-Sana’a road continues to 
be unpredictable and unstable. According to Houthi 
representatives, health conditions are worsening in 
many areas of the governorate and, despite significant 
reductions in the price of most commodities, vulnerable 
groups are still unable to access food in the market.

The number of official camps for Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) has decreased from six to four; the 
two smallest camps have closed, and the remaining 
families have been accommodated in one of the larger 
camps. The reduced number of camps is due to the 
fact that some families returned home or chose to 
settle in safe areas near to their villages. Many other 
displaced persons continue to stay with host families 
in Sa’ada town, as they cannot yet return to their home 
areas. WFP will continue distributing food to families 
staying in the camps, town, and nearby suburbs, in 
addition to returnee families receiving distributions  
from Sa’ada town.

A UN mission to Sa’ada has been denied security 
clearance by the government for the third time in two 
months. It is now likely that the mission would take 
place after Eid al Adha in December.

Refugees

A Medicins Sans Frontiers team assisting refugees in 
the south of Yemen found 39 dead bodies on the shore 
between 31 October and 1 November. The refugees 
were arriving from the port city of Bosasso in Somalia, 
fleeing from war and extreme poverty. They made the 
trip on smugglers’ boats in extremely harsh conditions 
during a two-day trip across the Gulf of Aden and 
were forced out of the boat by the smugglers before 
reaching  land.

Kuwait

On 2-3 November, 5 UN organizations (IRIN, OCHA, 
UNICEF, UNDP and UNHCR) held a media workshop in 
Kuwait. The workshop was the third in a series of activities 
designed to enhance the Arabic-speaking media’s 
understanding of the international humanitarian system, 
as well as to address some perceptions of the UN system. 
It was attended by approximately 20 representatives from 
different print and broadcast media outlets.

Food Supplies for people affected by floods in Yemen.  | Photo: UN-OCHA  / Majed Abu Kubi
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reported in Daykundi, Baghlan and other northern 
and central provinces, according to the Afghanistan 
National Disasters Management Authority. Although 
the government has promised to keep all roads open 
this winter, aid agencies are worried that the early 
snow may hamper plans to pre-position food and non-
food items in some areas. Nonetheless, the challenge 
is to maintain the roads open for the humanitarian 
assistance to the population which is severally affected 
by the winter. 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai said on 5 November  x
that an air strike by coalition forces on 3 November 
killed some 40 civilians and wounded about 28 in the 
Shah Wali Kot district of Kandahar province. Karzai 
called on U.S. President-elect Barack Obama to make 
it his priority to stop the killing of civilians.

Iran

Following the success of previous joint workshops,  x
the Natural Disaster Research Institute (NDRI) has 
requested OCHA Tehran to support their activities with 
regards to prevention, preparedness and raising public 
awareness. 

On 6 November, the Centre for Peace and Environment  x
convened a one day international seminar on 
“Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War 
and Armed Conflict”. Ambassadors and representatives 
of the diplomatic community and international 
organizations addressed the Seminar.    

Participants included members of the international 
community, the diplomatic corps in Iran, academia 
and international NGOs, who adopted a communiqué 
reflecting the views and positions presented by 

Afghanistan

A Security Council mission, led by Ambassador Giulio  x
Terzi di Sant’Agata of Italy, traveled to Afghanistan 
from 21 to 27 November. The aim of the mission was 
to review the humanitarian situation, including food 
security, and its implications for the country’s general 
security and stability. It also assessed the cooperation 
and mutual support between UNAMA and ISAF, 
including collaboration on humanitarian and human 
rights issues, and in supporting the electoral process. 
The mission reported on the following:

The humanitarian situation in Afghanistan has  ֺ

deteriorated, due to a combination of natural 
disasters, lack of Government capacity to prepare 
and respond, as well as increased violence and 
military action that cause serious problems of 
access and raise concerns over the protection of 
civilians. More than 40 per cent of Afghanistan 
is either permanently or temporarily inaccessible 
for humanitarian partners.

In the last months the security situation has  ֺ

deteriorated in the country, although it is expected 
that the security incidents will decrease in the 
winter season. 

Over 90  ֺ percent of the world’s opium was 
produced in Afghanistan, concentrated in seven 
provinces in the south and southwest. While the 
estimated total value has dropped to US$ 730 
million from US$ 1 billion, this still represents  a 
huge profit, including for the Taliban, who raised 
an estimated US$ 50-70 million by “taxing” poppy 
farmers. 

As a result of the 2008 drought the food gap  ֺ

had widened to 2.2 million tons. Afghanistan 
potentially has the resources to meet this gap, 
but the irrigation network urgently needs to be 
restored and expanded, and improved seed 
varieties need to be made readily available. 

For a full report on the outcome of the mission, please 
visit www.reliefweb.int 

Early snow has blocked roads to several districts in  x
Afghanistan where people are in need of humanitarian 
assistance. Officials in the northeastern province 
of Badakhshan said snowfall had blocked access to 
Sheghnan, Kofab, Pamir, Raghistan and Kohistan 
districts where thousands of people require food 
aid and medical care.  Snow, which usually starts 
falling in December in many areas, has also been 

Heavy snow on roads impedes medical and food aid delivery in Afghanistan.  | Photo: Masoud 
Popalza / IRINUN-OCHA 
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Uzbekistan

An Inter-Agency Simulation Exercise was held on 12- x
13 November in Tashkent. The exercise was facilitated 
by an inter-agency team comprised of UNICEF, WFP 
and OCHA and focused on an earthquake scenario 
in Tashkent. More than 30 representatives from UN 
Agencies, NGOs, Red Crescent and Uzbek Ministry of 
Emergency Situations took part in the exercise, following 
which a number of areas have been identified in which 
preparedness and coordination could be improved. In 
particular, a need for a revised Contingency Plan which 
would include lessons learned from the exercise was 
stressed by the Resident Coordinator. 

Kazakhstan

On 17-18 November, the United Nations Economic  x
Commission for Europe, the Government of Germany, 
EC-IFAS and UNDP held a conference on “Strengthening 
Regional Cooperation on Water Management in 
Central Asia”. The Conference was hosted by the 
Kazakh Executive Board of IFAS and the Government 
of Kazakhstan.

participating countries that had suffered from the 
consequences of armed conflict and war. Participants 
also urged the international community to take action 
on the following requests and comments:

1) Develop a strong legal mechanism that would pre-
vent the exploitation of the environment during war 
and armed conflicts;

2) Current international legal instruments are not ad-
equate, and effective alternatives are lacking to 
prevent the deliberate destruction and pollution of 
natural resources in times of war and armed con-
flicts;

3) Compensation mechanisms for affected nations 
need to be more effectively devised and hence im-
plemented by the UN relevant bodies;

4) Continued fact-finding studies and objective re-
search on the dimensions and consequences of 
war on the environment by UNEP and other relevant 
non-governmental and academic research centres 
should be encouraged;

5) Well orchestrated regional and international co-
operation is essential for evaluating and abating 
damage and restoring the environment after wars;                                     

6) Collective efforts at the local, regional and interna-
tional levels for research, exchange of information 
and the promotion of public awareness on the im-
pact of war and armed conflicts on the environment 
should be encouraged.

Kyrgyzstan

On 19 November, the OCHA Regional Disaster  x
Response Advisor from Almaty and Resident 
Coordinator in Kyrgyzstan met donors to discuss the 
Winter Response Plan for Kyrgyzstan, which aims to 
address the needs of about 700,000 vulnerable people. 
Among the vulnerable groups are 250,000 people at risk 
of electricity shortages during the cold winter months, 
and 580,000 people considered to be food insecure. The 
response plan requirements stand at more than US$ 18 
million. The Winter Response Plan has been further 
updated to a Flash Appeal and seeks US$ 20 million 
to guarantee back-up power supplies in Kyrgyzstan for 
crucial facilities such as medical centres and to help 
800,000 vulnerable citizens as part of efforts to address 
significant energy shortages at the start of the Central 
Asian nation’s tough winter season. 

        Useful Links
www.reliefweb.org
www.humaniatarianappeal.net
www.ochaopt.org
www.ochairaq.org
www.irinnews.org
http://cerf.un.org 
www.unhcr.org
www.wfp.org

Upcoming Events

7 December: Workshop on Disaster Management, Cairo

For more information, please contact:

Nadia Evans, OCHA Dubai, 00971 50 2279808, 

evans2@un.org

Syrdarya river outside the provincial capital of Kzyl-Orda .  | Photo: David Swanson / IRIN


