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WFP feeding distribution in Malawi with Italian NGO 
Partner - Cooperazione (COOPI)  

 
 
 
 
 

 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
Despite a significant improv-
ement in the 2006 harvest as 
compared to last year, there are 
millions of chronically vulnerable 
people across Southern Africa. 
At the same time, WFP is 
experiencing a funding shortfall 
of US$60 million, forcing food 
aid cut backs affecting some 4.3 
million chronically vulnerable 
people.  

Further feeding operations may 
be cut back across the region, if 
resources do not improve. 
Countries like Namibia and 
Swaziland are facing cuts of 
between 80 and 100 percent.  

Partners are concerned at the long-term decline in agricultural productivity, due to 
the lack of working capital for quality inputs, the increasing number of people 
dependent on smallholder agriculture under communal land ownership due to: 
long-term decline in soil fertility, soil erosion, overgrazing, deforestation, the effects 
of widespread HIV and AIDS and now, global warming, which has a direct  and 
adverse effect on crop yields.  

Consequently, in preparation for the 2006/07 Agricultural season, FAO is 
organising large scale input trade fairs in Swaziland and Mozambique. In 
Swaziland, with funding from The Netherlands, 15 000 farm families 
(approximately 40 000 estimated as vulnerable) in 15 of the 55 electoral districts 
will receive vouchers to purchase farm inputs of their choice up to the value of 
$35.  In Mozambique, FAO’s Input Trade Fairs, with funding provided by the 
European Union and Belgium, will provide input vouchers to 41 000 vulnerable 
families in 40 districts in all ten provinces. 

Avian Influenza preparedness activities across the region are progressing.  A 
meeting held in September with UN Agencies, NGOs and SADC, provided an 
overview of the assistance that has been provided to SADC member states to date 
as well as assistance that is being planned. Further AHI efforts planned include: 
inclusion of information on New Castle Dis-ease in the AHI communication 
strategies; joint trainings for rapid response teams; collabo-ration on table top and 
simulation exercises of national plans; coordination around Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) pre-positioning; and information management.  

Despite months of precarious funding, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) has entered the final phase of its repatriation operations for 13,569 
Angolan refugees in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) on 20 October. Due 
to the poor state of the roads and the danger of mines in Angola, UNHCR is 
considering airlifting home more than 5,000 refugees who want to return. The 
repatriation of Angolan refugees residing in Zambia is continuing. However, the 
Zambian government warns that those Angolan refugees that fail to return home by 
the end of 2006 could lose their current status (of refugees). Those wish-ing to 
remain in Zambia will have to change their status into residents and pay fees to 
local migration authorities. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Zimbabwe: WFP estimates that 
1.4 million people are in critical 
need of food assistance, based on 
the preliminary findings of the 
VAC. This number is expected to 
rise to 1.9 million people due to 
rising inflation and an increased 
lack of access to the market. WFP 
continues to scale down its opera-
tion, so far affecting roughly half 
of the 900,000 people it was origi-
nally targeting, due to funding 
shortages. 

Angola: The World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) is winding down 
its operations. Donors state that 
Angola’s substantial oil wealth 
should enable it to provide for its 
people. WFP and the Angolan 
Government are working closely 
to ensure a smooth transition of its 
School Feeding Programme. 

Cholera has claimed the lives of 68 
people and a total of 1,506 new 
cases have been reported across 
Angola from 24 October to 8 No-
vember.  Most of the cholera cases 
were reported in Huila Province in 
the south and Uige province in the 
north. This increase is due to the 
onset of heavy rains and a contin-
ued lack of access to clean drink-
ing water and basic sanitation. 
Since February, the epidemic has 
claimed close to 2,400 lives. IFRC 
launched an appeal on 25 October 
for the provision of community-
based therapy and prevention. 

Zambia: An outbreak of Conta-
gious Bovine Pleuropneumonia 
(CBPP) was reported in Kazun-
gula District and vaccination is 
proceeding. Cattle are being 
moved from dry-land areas to 
wetlands in the Southern Province 
and this can increase the probabil-
ity of diseases spreading. Cattle 
have benefited from improved 
grazing caused by the good rains 
this year. 
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COUNTRY COVERAGE 
ZIMBABWE: WFP estimates that 1.4 million people are in critical need of food assis-
tance, based on preliminary findings from the April and May 2006 assessment.. The 
numbers of food insecure people is expected to rise to 1.9 million people due to rising 
inflation and an increased lack of access to the market. WFP continues to scale down 
its operations, so far affecting roughly half of the 900,000 people it was originally tar-
geting due to funding shortages. Donor’s poor response to the appeal for funds comes 
after frequent government assurances of a bumper yield of 1.8 million tonnes of grain.  

WFP had budgeted 65,000 tonnes of food at a cost of US$35 million for the period 
from October to March 2007, but has only received pledges for 39,000 tonnes ex-
pected in Harare via South Africa. The Zimbabwean government has bought 100 ton-
nes from Zambia.   

In the interim, WFP has had to resort to cutting back its urban feeding and school-
feeding programmes, and a suspension of mobile feeding in rural areas. WFP needs at 
least US$17 million just to get Zimbabwe through the lean season. At the household 
level, WFP monitoring reports indicate that food security remains uncertain for commu-
nities living in the drought prone areas of Matabeleland, parts of Masvingo and in the 
far northern parts of the country. 

IOM continues to mainstream HIV/AIDS and Gender-based violence (GBV) prevention 
and response activities at food distribution points, NFI distribution points, shelter, wa-
ter and sanitation and livelihood activities. Using the Inter-Agency Standing Committee 
(IASC) Code of Conduct, both beneficiaries and service providers are provided training 
on GBV.  In September, 17 subcontracted builders (10 males and 7 females) for the 
Hopley Shelter received GBV training on the expected code of conduct in their interac-
tion with beneficiaries and to build reporting capacity and identification of GBV violence 
incidents in the context of their assignments. 

ANGOLA:  A huge shortfall in funding is forcing the World Food Programme (WFP) to 
wind down its operations in Angola. Donors state that Angola’s substantial oil wealth 
should enable it to provide for its people. WFP's current operation, valued at $90 mil-
lion, was launched in April with plans to run until March 2009, but contributions to date 
total just $19.5 million, representing a 78 percent shortfall.  Since September this year, 
the agency began suspending food distributions to 700,000 Angolans, including 
220,000 children in school-feeding programmes. Within this context, WFP and the An-
golan Government are working closely to ensure a smooth transition of its School Feed-
ing Programme. WFP will provide technical advice and support up until 2008, when it is 
expected that the Government will have the necessary capacity to independently run 
the National School Feeding programme.  

A sharp rise in cholera has claimed the lives of 68 people and a total of 1,506 new 
cases have been reported across Angola from 24 October to 8 November.  Most of the 
cholera cases were reported in Huila Province in the south and Uige province in the 
north. This  increase in cholera cases is due to the onset of heavy rains and a contin-
ued lack of access to clean drinking water and basic sanitation. Since February, the 
epidemic has claimed close to 2, 400 lives. According to Medecins Sans Frontieres 
more than 100 new cases are reported on daily basis in the country.  

The International Federation of the Red Cross issued a revised appeal on 25 October 
2006 for US$801, 812 to reduce the cholera related morbidity and mortality of one 
million individuals through activities such as community mobilisation, health and hy-
giene promotion, assisting with water chlorination and distribution of chlorine tablets, 
administering oral rehydration salts (ORS). Due to financial constraints the IFRC’s ef-
forts are focused on the provinces still reporting high incidences of cholera, namely: 
Uige, Kuando, Kubango, Luando, Bengo and Kwanza Norte 

According to the Ministry of Health, malaria has claimed the lives of some 674 people, 
from January to October this year, of the 14,477 cases recorded in Angola`s central 
province of Bie. Of these cases, 386 deaths of malaria were children of five years, 
equivalent to 57 percent. To control the situation, local health officials distributed 
mosquito nets to pre gnant women as well as to parents with children under five years. 
More than 12,755 mosquito nets have so far been distributed free of charge, and the 
authorities are also launching education campaigns to control malaria. 

HIGHLIGHTS CONT…/ 

Lesotho:  According to Lesotho 
Vulnerability Assessment Com-
mittee (LVAC), a large number of 
Basothos continue to be chroni-
cally vulnerable to food insecurity 
as a result of high levels of pov-
erty. The new livelihood profiles 
indicate deep levels of poverty as 
the ‘very poor’ and ‘poor’ house-
holds struggle to meet their food 
requirements let alone other essen-
tial expenditure.  

Mozambique: UNICEF’s has re-
habilitated and constructed 21 
water points in Buzi and Mar-
romeu districts in Sofala province, 
benefiting about 10,500 people.  

Namibia: The Namibia Early 
Warning and Food Information 
Unit estimated that maize produc-
tion is expected at 52 000 tonnes, 
marking a 30 percent increase 
from last year’s level, and 60 per-
cent above the five-year average 
from 2001. There is a difficulty in 
obtaining markets for 3 000 tonnes 
of maize now stored in Caprivi 
Region.  

South Africa: The Final estimate 
from  the Crop Estimates Commit-
tee of the Ministry of Agriculture 
estimates commercial production 
of white maize at 3 893 000 tons, 
compared to 6 540 700 tons last 
year, a drop of 40.4 percent.  The 
drop in production in mainly due 
to a reduction in the area planted 
in response to low glbal market 
prices. Total maize production 
including the subsistence sector, is 
estimated at 6 280 400 tons, com-
pared to 11 450 000 tons last year, 
a drop of 45.1 percent.  White 
maize prices in South Africa 
moved slightly higher in early 
September to R1, 302 per tonne 
(US$173.026), 24 percent higher 
than at the same period last year.  
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RESEARCH, REPORTS 
& ASSESSMENTS 
THE EFFECTS OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION 

The ACWG Journal from Zim-
babwe reports that while in the 
USA, maize yields have more than 
doubled in the last 40 years, yield 
levels in Sub-Saharan Africa have 
remained low or even declined.   
Much of this decline is due to en-
vironmental degradation.  Wide-
spread tree cutting and burning 
has resulted in loss of soil from 
wind and water erosion, loss of 
soil nutrients and organic matters. 
The productivity of the soil and its 
very existence is compromised 
while this environmental deterio-
ration continues. 

The ACWG Journal can be ob-
tained from 
Jacopo.Damelio@fao.org 

 
 

What needs to be done? 

The first steps to arrest this envi-
ronmental damage that is under-
cutting farm productivity would 
be to introduce Conservation Ag-
riculture (CA) on a much wider 
scale. Under CA, soils remain cov-
ered with vegetation or crop resi-
dues throughout the year and 
good crop rotations are practiced, 
building up soil fertility.  The sec-
ond, concurrent, step would be to 
expand existing tree planting ini-
tiatives, especially of nitrogen fix-
ing trees such as Faidherbia albida 
both for soil conservation and for 
nitrogen fixation. Together, these 
measures would begin the process 
of rebuilding the soil’s organic 
matter content and therefore its 
water and nutrient holding capac-
ity and fertility.   

FAO aims to implement these im-
provements to a greater extent to 
achieve the goals of environmental 
protection with sustainable agri-
cultural production.  

For further information about 
Conservation Agriculture, please 
contact James Breen at 
James.Breen@fao.org. 

 
 
 
 

Despite months of precarious funding, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) has entered the final phase of its repatriation operations for 13,569 Angolan 
refugees in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) on 20 October. The border posts 
of Luvo (M`banza-Kongo) and Kimbata, Maquela do Zombo district in the northern Uíge 
Province will be used. From the 13,569 refugees to be repatriated, 7,587 will be taken 
to Uíge Province in northern Angola and 5,982 will be resettled within Kuimba (Zaire). 
Due to the poor state of the roads and the danger of mines in Angola, UNHCR is con-
sidering airlifting home more than 5,000 refugees who want to return to Uige province 
in northern Angola. The repatriation process is expected to end late December, marking 
the end of a four-year repatriation programme. 

 
MALAWI: WFP requires a total of 32,497 metric tonnes (MT) of different food com-
modities based on VAC results. over and above existing feeding interventions such as 
school feeding, food for assets, as well as food related interventions by World Vision, 
Plan International, Malawi Red Cross Society, Salvation Army, I-Life, Concern Worldwide 
and GTZ’s School Feeding Programme in Emergency Areas.   

 The Government of Malawi has requested WFP’s assistance in providing an initial food 
aid response and has made a commitment to contribute 10,000 MT of maize. While 
WFP has stock to cover food distributions in October and November, approximately 
4,539 MT of the 10,000 MT will be drawn directly from the Strategic Grain Reserves to 
cover the December 2006 food aid distribution. 

Given this years maize production surplus ,WFP is appealing for cash to purchase 
maize and pulses locally, whereas vegetable oil will need to be purchased internation-
ally or provided in kind. EU has confirmed a contribution of €1 million for local pur-
chase and may provide additional financial support. DFID, USAID, CIDA and Iceland 
have also indicated willingness to support with contributions still to be determined.  

The Government, DFID and EU are in the process of replenishing the Strategic Grain 
Reserves following last seasons draw down of 60,000 MT, due to the food security cri-
sis. By end of September 2006, DFID had repaid in full their pledge of 22,000 MT, 
while Government had delivered 25,101 MT of their pledged 40,000 MT as of Novem-
ber 3, 2006. The delivery of the remaining maize is expected to be complete by late 
November 2006. EU expects to have repaid their pledge of 15,000 MT by end of No-
vember. In total the Strategic Grain reserves should hold a total of 77,000 MT of maize 
at the end of the purchasing period. 

The Government of Malawi continues its preparedness activities for an avian and hu-
man influenza (AHI) outbreak. Multi-sectoral AHI Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) are 
now established and have been trained on avian influenza surveillance and response. 
RRT kits funded by FAO and USAID were handed over to Government on September 13, 
2006. These kits contain personal protective equipment, disinfectant sprayers, quick 
test kits, and communications equipment, and will be used by the RRT teams in the 
event of a suspected avian influenza outbreak.  A National Avian and Human Influenza 
Awareness Campaign is underway. Population Services International (PSI) has devel-
oped radio, television and printed materials for the campaign. A soft campaign has 
been launched on selected radio networks and printed materials are due for distribu-
tion in mid-October. In order to accelerate the communication preparations and re-
sponse, a new Action Plan has been developed with adequate financial assistance 
from UNICEF.  

ZAMBIA: An outbreak of Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia (CBPP) was reported in 
Kazungula District and vaccination is proceeding. Cattle are being moved from dry-land 
areas to wetlands in the Southern Province and this can increase the probability of dis-
eases spreading. Cattle have benefited from improved grazing caused by the good 
rains this year. 

LESOTHO: According to Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Committee (LVAC), a large 
number of Basothos continue to be chronically vulnerable to food insecurity as a result 
of high levels of poverty. The new livelihood profiles indicate deep levels of poverty as 
the ‘very poor’ and ‘poor’ households struggle to meet their food requirements let alone 
other essential expenditure.  

The Lesotho's Department of Social Welfare has called for further efforts to address the 
needs of orphans and vulnerable children (OVC), particularly with regards to rolling out 
treatment to HIV-positive children' and the provision of social grants to those people 
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RESEARCH, REPORTS 
& ASSESSMENTS 
UNICEF PROGRESS FOR 
CHILDREN: A REPORT CARD 
ON WATER AND SANITATION 

Unsafe water, a lack of basic sani-
tation and hygiene claims the lives 
of millions of people a year due to 
diarrhoea, cholera and other wa-
ter-borne diseases. According to 
the latest UNICEF Progress Report 
Card on Water and Sanitation re-
leased on 28 September 2006, there 
are 154 million people in Eastern 
and Southern Africa without i m-
proved access to drinking water. 
Approximately 129 million or 
around 13 million people a year 
will need to gain access to water 
by 2015, if the MDG target is to be 
met. Young children, particularly 
those under the age of five are the 
most vulnerable to the ill-effects of 
unsafe water and sanitation.  

 

The full report is available at 
http://www.unicef.org/media/fil
es/Progress_for_Children_No._5_
-_English.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

providing foster care. Only 857 of about 22,000 HIV-positive children are accessing 
treatment at 57 sites in Lesotho. In an effort to register and track the movement of 
both OVC and their foster caregivers, UNICEF has been working closely with the De-
partment of Social Welfare to develop an electronic database of all OVC in the country. 
The 'National Policy for OVC' is still pending approval from Government officials. 

MOZAMBIQUE: A total of 6,309 cumulative cases of cholera were registered in Mozam-
bique for 2006, with 29 deaths (0.5%) as of 12 October 2006.  Sofala remains the 
province worst hit by cholera with 3,063 cases and 11 deaths (0.4%) – only recording 
one new incidence in September.  In Nampula Province, a 3.5% increase of cholera 
cases was reported. Health workers in Nampula province received cholera case man-
agement training in April 2006.  

To further address cholera in the long-term, UNICEF has rehabilitated and constructed 
21 water points in Buzi and Marromeu districts in Sofala province, benefiting about 
10,500 people.  In Quelimane, Zambézia province, UNICEF is assisting the Municipality 
to extend 2,968 meters of piped water to the chronically vulnerable and cholera prone 
areas. 

In September 2006, UNHCR sponsored the establishment of a Refugee Status Deter-
mination (RSD) Unit by the Institute for Support to Refugees (INAR) in Marratane, Nam-
pula Province.  The main objective of the RSD unit is to clear the backlog of pending 
asylum applications (over 4,000 individuals) and develop the capacity of the Govern-
ment of Mozambique to decide refugee status applications quickly, fairly and effi-
ciently. 

In preparation for the rainy season, the National Institute for Disaster Management 
(INGC) held an emergency simulation exercise from 25 to 27 October 2006.  The exer-
cise aimed to test the operational capacity of the National Emergency Operation Centre 
(CENOE), as well as community-based risk reduction committees, in a cyclone and 
flooding scenario.  The simulation exercises were carried out at national level in the 
Headquarters of the INGC, and at local level in the districts of Caia and Buzi in Sofala 
Province.  WFP and UNICEF supported the planning and execution of the simulation 
exercises at national and local levels. 

SOUTH AFRICA: The Final Estimate of the Crop Estimates Committee of the Ministry of 
Agriculture estimates commercial production of white maize at 3 893 000 tons, com-
pared to 6 540 700 tons last year, a drop of 40.4 percent.  The drop in production is 
mainly due to a reduction in the area planted in response to low global market prices. 
Total maize production including the subsistence sector, is estimated at 6 280 400 
tons, compared to 11 450 000 tons last year, a drop of 45.1 percent.  White maize 
prices in South Africa moved slightly higher in early September to R1, 302 per tonne 
(US$173.026), 24 percent higher than at the same period last year.  

 

 

Launch of Global Facility 
for Disaster Reduction 
and Recovery  

The World Bank and ISDR 
launched a Global Facility for 
Disaster Reduction and Recov-
ery in October, to reduce the 
impact of disasters caused by 
natural hazards on populations 
and their livelihoods. The two 
organizations will work at the 
regional and global level to en-
sure that disaster risk reduction 
becomes a priority for develop-
ment investments in countries at 
risk. 

The World Bank will contribute 
US$5million to the ISDR secre-
tariat for a period of three years 
to promote disaster risk reduc-

tion at the regional and global 
levels.  

The Global Facility for Disaster 
Reduction and Recovery will 
provide support for several ac-
tivities including: global report-
ing on disaster risk reduction 
trends and on progress in reduc-
ing risks, promoting the ISDR 
global advocacy campaigns on 
safe schools and disaster reduc-
tion practices and the develop-
ment of a PreventionWeb for dis-
aster risk reduction related in-
formation.  

The launch of this facility is 
within the context of larger re-
forms to strengthen the ISDR 
system in alignment to the 
Hyogo Framework for Action 
(2005 – 2015).  

For further information,  
http://www.unisdr.org 

 

CERF Advisory Group 
Sets 2007 Goal for Fund 

The 12-member Advisory Group 
to the United Nations Central 
Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) met on 12 October to 
examine the progress of the 
Fund in its first seven months of 
operation and recommend a 
new funding goal for 2007.  At 
this meeting the Goup set a new 
target of US$500 million.  

In reviewing its performance, 
the 52 Member States, Japan’s 
Hyogo Prefecture and the pri-
vate organization Disaster Re-

source Network pledged more 
than US$273 million to the 
Fund’s grant facility since its 9 
March 2006 inauguration. Of the 
total pledges, approximately 
US$266.4 million has been trans-
ferred to the Fund, leaving only 
US$6.6 million in outstanding 
pledges.  

CERF provided US$174 million 
in contributions as funding for 
over 250 projects in 26 countries 
experiencing humanitarian cri-
ses around the world. Some 
US$97 million has gone out un-
der the CERF’s rapid response 
mechanism and close to US$77 
million has been allocated to 
under-funded emergencies.  

Southern Africa received dis-
bursements for under-funded 

LATEST NEWS FROM RIACSO PARTNERS 
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emergencies totaling close to 
US$2.5 million.  In Zambia, 
US$500, 000 was disbursed to 
UNHCR for shelter and food.. 
For more information, please 
visit 
http://ochaonline2.un.org/Defa
ult.aspx?tabid=8917) In Zim-
babwe, close to US$2million was 
disbursed for food, shelter and 
health. More information can be 
obtained at 
http://ochaonline2.un.org/Defa
ult.aspx?tabid=8916 

 

Scaling up HIV/AIDS in-
terventions for popula-
tions of humanitarian 
concern  
  
A three year joint UN work pro-
gramme to scale up HIV and 
AIDS services for populations of 
humanitarian concern has been 
developed. The programme 
facilitates collaborative work 
among UN humanitarian agen-
cies in accordance with the 
Global Task Team (GTT) rec-
ommendations. Member agen-
cies are developing priorities 
and work plans for 2007 through 
a regional and country consulta-
tion process involving various 
partners. Priority areas identi-
fied for East and Southern Af-
rica are for Angola -areas of 
return, Uganda- Internally Dis-
placed Persons (IDPs), Ethiopia -
population mobility and emer-
gency settings, Swaziland and 
Lesotho- nutrition care for 
PLWHA and OVC s and for the 
Horn of Africa, Great Lakes and 
SADC sub-regions-HIV vulner-
ability in cross border mobile 
populations.  

For more information contact 
UNAIDS, RST-ESA, Mumtaz 
Mia Osman: 

osmanmu@unaids.org,  
 
 

Major new community-
based AIDS initiative in 
Southern Africa 

The International Federation of 
Red Cross (IFRC) and Red Cres-
cent Societies launched a major 
new community-based AIDS 
initiative in Southern Africa, 
where more than 11 million 
people are living with HIV. 

The new US$300 million initia-
tive aims to strengthen preven-
tion, treatment, care and sup-
port programmes built up over 
the last decade, using the or-
ganisation's volunteers in south-
ern Africa. 

Over the next five years, the 
new Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent HIV/AIDS Global Alliance 
will focus on Angola, Botswana, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, 
Namibia, South Africa, Swazi-
land, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

National Red Cross societies in 
these countries are already 
reaching over 50,000 home-
based care clients, and approxi-
mately 100,000 orphans and 
vulnerable children. The num-
bers are expected to double in 
the next five years, after which 
the programme will emphasise 
institutional capacity building, 
access to antiretroviral treatment 
and prevention.  

 
FAO Preliminary Findings 
on the Role of Livestock 
in Household Risk Man-
agement and Coping 
Strategies  

On 17 October 2006, FAO dis-
seminated the preliminary find-
ings of a study commissioned to 
the International Livestock Re-
search Institute (ILRI) on the 
role of livestock in household 
risk management and coping 
strategies in response to shocks. 
ILRI was also tasked to identify 
possible livestock-related inter-
ventions in crisis and emergency 
situations.  

The study took place in Malawi, 
Zambia and Lesotho. One of the 
most significant findings in all 
three countries was that the sale 
of livestock in response to a 
shock is typically a coping strat-
egy of the relatively richer rural 
households. The extremely poor 
and food insecure households 
generally do not own livestock. 
The study further found a sig-
nificant decline in public sector 
support to rural livestock farm-
ing. The researchers proposed as 
main intervention strategies for 
governments and cooperating 
partners: support to rural econo-
mies including livelihood diver-
sification, cash transfers, vacci-
nation campaigns, free access to 
veterinary services, formal and 
informal insurance mechanisms, 

targeted livestock feeding pro-
grams (to prevent the sale of 
livestock) and access to credit 
for restocking.  

FAO also presented the findings 
of a pilot trial in Malawi, Na-
mibia and Zambia of animal 
disease data capture, transmission 
and management using the digital 
pen technology. The pilot showed 
that the technique is highly suc-
cessful in reducing the time 
between disease detection and 
notification to the authorities, 
which allows for a quicker re-
sponse to control the disease. 
The technique makes use of a 
simple digital notification form 
that field surveyors can either 
transmit directly via their cell 
phone or store until such time 
that they reach a computer with 
Internet connectivity. The pilot 
trial showed high success rates 
even in some of the most remote 
parts of southern Africa. 

 
Regional Strategic 
Framework on Gender 
Based Violence (GBV) 

A regional  strategic framework 
on GBV that was launched in 
March 2005 in Livingston, Zam-
bia and prepared in collabora-
tion with USAID and  led by 
UNICEF is now under review.  

The framework aims to improve 
programmatic efforts to prevent 
and respond to GBV in all areas 
of operation. The framework 
builds on an extensive literature 
review covering 21 countries 
and field staff surveys which 
were undertaken to identify the 
risk factors contributing to GBV 
such as poverty, gender inequal-
ity, conflict, etc.  

 It also identifies best practise 
initiatives designed to mitigate 
against these factors and is fo-
cussed on girls and women. It 
includes a reflection on several 
types of GBV, such as intimate 
partner violence, sexual harass-
ment, trafficking, female genital 
mutilation/cutting and child 
marriage, etc. 

The framework strongly rec-
ommends that for GBV to be 
comprehensively addressed, 
projects would need to be long-
term and multi-sectoral to trans-
form the unequal  relations of 
power between men and 
women. It strongly urgss that all 
GBV programmatic efforts 

would need to premised upon 
increased dialogue and with 
men. 

The framework also provides 
guidelines to reduce GBV in 
several areas, including  1) en-
suring the adoption and imple-
mentation of protective laws, 2) 
capacity building in health, le-
gal/justice, security, education 
and social welfare systems to 
help prevent, detect, monitor 
and address GBV and 3) ensur-
ing that survivors receive im-
mediate and comprehensive 
care that will reduce the likeli-
hood of long-term negative ef-
fects related to GBV, as well as 
survivors’ vulnerabilities to 
future incidents of GBV.  

The draft framework is being 
disseminated at country-level. 
Other next steps include techni-
cal support to country offices 
and partners, establishing multi-
sectoral partnerships with the 
SADC, AU, and other stake-
holders to  ensure that measures 
to reduce GBV is integrated 
within  both the humanitarian 
and development agenda.  

For further information, please 
contact: Sarah Norton Staal at 
email: snortonstaal@unicef.org 

For more information about the 
Alliance please contact 
Josee.Koch@fao.org  or 
Margaret.McEwan@fao.org  
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Event:  RIACSO(Regional IASC) Meeting 
Date:  16 November 2006 
Time:  10h00 
Venue:  11 Merafe House, Naivasha Rd, Sunninghill,  
  Earth Room 
Contact:  Michelle Thulkanam -thulkanam@un.org 
 
Event:   SAHIMS Dev Info CEMAC Training  Workshop 

(Economic & Monetary Commission of Central Af-
rican Countries)  

Date:  13-17 November 2006 
Time:  All Day 
Venue:  Libreville – Okoume Hotel - Gabon 
Contact:  Tessa Naidoo– secretariat@sahims.net 
 
Event:    Regional Review of Lessons Learned Exercise 
Date:  23 November 2006 
Time:  08h45 13h15 
Venue:  Merafe House's Auditorium 11 Naivasha Road, 
                 Sunninghill, Johannesburg.  
Contact:  Jean-Luc Tonglet– tonglet@un.org 
 
Event:  Avian Influenza Task Force Meeting 
Date:  14 November (TBC) 
Time:  All day 
Venue:  Merafe House's Auditorium 11 Naivasha Road, 
                 Sunninghill, Johannesburg. 
Contact:  Gabriella Waaijman – waaijman@un.org 
 
Event:    Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC)  
                 Annual Organisational Meeting 
Date:   4 -8 December 2006  
Time:   All Day 
Venue:  To be confirmed 
Contact:  Fred Kalibwani – f.kalibwani@cgiar.org 
 
Event:   Humanitarian Reform Workshop 
Date:  Postponed to early next year  
Time:   Two days – date to be determined 
Venue:  To be confirmed 
Contact:  Jean-Luc Tonglet– tonglet@un.org 
  
 

Event:  Regional Inter-Agency Support Committee (IASC)
  Advocacy Meeting 
Date:  14 September 2006 
Time:  10h30am 
Venue: 11 Merafe House, Naivasha Rd, Sunninghill, 

Earth Room 
Contact:  Michelle Thulkanam – thulkanam@un.org 
 
Event:  Regional Inter-Agency Support Committee (IASC)
  (RIACSO) Meeting 
Date:  21 September 2006 
Time:  10am 
Venue: 11 Merafe House, Naivasha Rd, Sunninghill, 

Earth Room 
Contact:  Michelle Thulkanam –thulkanam@un.org 
 
Event:  Avian Influenza Task Force Meeting 
Date:  27-28 September 2006 
Time:  All day 
Venue:  Emperors Palace, 64 Jones Road, Kempton Park, 
   Johannesburg, South Africa 
Contact: Gabriella Waaijman – waaijman@un.org 
 
Event:  RIACSO Lesson Learnt Meeting 
Date:  October 2006 (to be determined) 
Time:  08h30 – 17h30 
Venue:  Johannesburg, to be determined 
Contact: Jean-Luc Tonglet– waaijman@un.org  
  or Chris Kaye – kayec@un.org  
 
Event:  Regional workshop on Cash Transfer Activities in 
  southern Africa   
Date:  9-10 October 2006 
Time:  All day 
Venue: Research Methodology Training Course, Johan-

nesburg Contac t: Glenda Muzenda - 
events@sarpn.org.za 

 
Event:   Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC)  
  Technical Meeting 
Date:  December 2006 (to be determined) 
Time:   All Day 
Venue: 
Contact:  Elliot Vhurumuku – elliot. vhurumuku@undp.org

 

  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


