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DARFUR 
 
Half way through the year, the humanitarian situation in Darfur continues to be 
characterized by displacements of civilians, resulting from violence and insecurity. 
This is leading to an increase in internally displaced persons (IDPs) and mounting 
tensions in camps. Meanwhile, violence against humanitarian staff is also increasing. 
 
At least 25,000 civilians were displaced during the months of May and June, with more 
than 160,000 persons now identified as newly displaced since the beginning of the year.  
Fighting between government forces and rebels, as well as reported harassment by armed 
elements against civilians in Dafaq, displaced approximately 5,000 people to Um Dukhum 
during June. Aerial bombings by the military continued to be reported in North Darfur up to 
late June, while clashes between the military and rebel factions continued to be reported on 
the ground at various locations.  The total number of IDPs in Darfur is now estimated at 2.2 
million.  (For more detailed information, please see the 01 April Darfur Humanitarian Profile 
on www.unsudanig.org). 
 
A very visible consequence of the increasing pace of displacement is the increasing 
population of IDP camps — many of which can no longer absorb new arrivals.  Nearly all 
camps in and around El Fasher (North Darfur) and Nyala (South Darfur) are now at full 
capacity, while Zam Zam Camp, which can still accommodate more IDPs, could soon be full 
at the current rhythm of displacement. 
 
The constant influx of new arrivals also poses problems with land availability, and 
compensation for the private land owners whose property the IDPs are living on.  Adjacent to 
Hamadiya Camp (in Zalingei, West Darfur) approximately 600 IDP households are currently 
living on private lands.  The camp cannot accommodate more IDPs, and repositioning them 
to other locations has proven difficult.  On 05 June, a mission comprising United Nations and 
NGOs visited the outskirts of Hamadiya and identified two potential locations, but some IDPs 
have already indicated that they would refuse to move. 
 
The heightened tension inside many camps is also a serious concern. In West Darfur, 
armed elements have threatened NGO activities, and an NGO centre and a clinic were burnt 
in Zalingei and in Kalma Camp in May.  In Otash Camp (South Darfur), a group of IDPs — 
mainly women claiming that they had not received food ration cards — assaulted an NGO 
food distribution team on 14 May, leading to the hospitalization of three workers, and food 
distributions had to be halted.  Dorti camp (West Darfur) saw humanitarian operations 
suspended twice in June, as a precautionary measure against possible incidents. 
 
By the end of June, 70 humanitarian vehicles belonging to Untied Nations and NGOs had 
been hijacked since the beginning of the year, and in some cases stolen.  Most worrisome 
to partners on the ground is the increasing physical and psychological violence used during 
these incidents, and during attacks on humanitarian compounds, which occurred most 
recently in locations such as Zalingei and Nertiti (West Darfur) and Sania Afandu (South 
Darfur).  On more than one occasion, aid workers were caught in the crossfire or exposed to 



gunshots. Abductions of humanitarian workers, although temporary in nature, are also 
becoming increasingly common.  In one incident on 28 May, 20 United Nations and NGO 
workers were temporarily held against their will, when their convoy was seized during an 
assessment mission, while 30 people were temporarily held in June alone. 
 
While insecurity continues to obstruct movement and regular access in many areas of 
Darfur, continuous efforts are being made to maintain a humanitarian presence. In June, the 
World Food Programme (WFP) distributed 32,000 metric tonnes (MT) of food to over 2.6 
million beneficiaries across Darfur.  The polio vaccination campaign managed to reach 
most areas in the Darfur region, covering 1.3 million children (102% of the target figure) 
during May and June.  Despite clashes between the military and the opposition group 
“Sudan Liberation Army - Abdul Wahid” (SLA-AW) in at least seven locations in the Jebel 
Marra area in June, relief workers continued to advance into the area, leading to renewed 
humanitarian assistance for approximately 12,000 IDPs.  Despite this, one NGO was asked 
by authorities to withdraw its staff from Kutrum, and a curfew was imposed in Nertiti. 
 
NGOs have also resumed operations in Um Dukhum (South Darfur) and Ardamata (West 
Darfur), which were suspended following increased insecurity last April.  On 11 June, a 
humanitarian mission successfully negotiated safe access for humanitarians to the 
Haskanita area (North Darfur) with the armed group “SLA - Minni Minnawi” (SLA-MM), a 
signatory of the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA), in a bid to restart full-scale humanitarian 
operations, which were halted at the end of 2006.  While this is an improvement, access is 
often sporadic, which negatively affects the quality of operations.  Since the “Labado 
incident”, when confrontation between the African Union (AU) and SLA-MM on 30 May 
resulted in three AU soldiers being wounded and 13 vehicles being seized, the SLA-MM has 
requested the AU to suspend patrols in the area, and has allegedly threatened to attack 
them. 
 
It is estimated that 566,000 people across Darfur are currently cut off from all 
humanitarian assistance  and protection.  While this is an improvement compared to 
February, when 900,000 were inaccessible, it is not attributable to improved security, but to 
the increased efforts of humanitarian workers to reach conflict-affected populations through 
innovative and often expensive means — such as the use of helicopters instead of land 
routes — in spite of the deteriorating security conditions.  The WFP announced donations of 
$18 million for the continuation of helicopter operations until October.  Agencies are however 
operating ‘remotely’ in many cases, and cannot monitor or respond as consistently as when 
there is a permanent presence. 
 
Building on the signing of the Joint Communiqué to facilitate administrative procedures 
governing humanitarian activities in late March, the High Level Committee comprised of 
representatives from the Government, the United Nations and NGOs, has met three times 
since 02 May.  A delegation of the High Level Committee visited El Fasher and Nyala on 30 
May and Geneina on 04 July, to begin dissemination and implementation of the Joint 
Communiqué.  The delegation met with local authorities to explain the mechanisms of the 
Communiqué, and to consider any issues that remain to be addressed. 
 
While a major humanitarian crisis remains averted, the Darfur humanitarian operation 
continues to be an uphill struggle with ever-decreasing access and increasing insecurity, 
leading to declining quality and consistency in aid operations.  There are now 12,300 aid 
workers, 2,400 fewer than one year ago (a decrease of 16%), and access has dropped to 
68% from 78% during the same period.  At the same time, the caseload of conflict-affected 
populations has increased by more than half a million, to 4.2 million (an increase of 15%).  



As of 15 June, the Darfur operation was 62% funded, with $396 million paid, committed, or 
pledged, out of $652 million required. 
 
SOUTHERN SUDAN 
 
Stability and security 
Clashes among civilians were frequently reported in various parts of Southern Sudan during 
May and June, usually driven by competition over limited resources such as water and 
grazing land, which become increasingly vital at the end of the dry season.  Humanitarians 
are hoping that this type of conflict will diminish with the arrival of the rainy season.  Conflicts 
have also been reported over the utilization of natural resources — such as gold mining in 
Eastern Equatoria — which had been a dormant issue during the war.  In Eastern Equatoria, 
such conflicts have reportedly led to the death of 60 people, mainly women.  The United 
Nations led an inter-agency assessment to determine the needs in the area. 
 
Also in Eastern Equatoria State, attacks by armed elements in and around Torit led to 
increased insecurity among the local population.  From the end of May to early June, three 
known incidents took place, in which at least four people are reported to have died. 
 
Uganda Peace Talks and LRA-affected areas 
Peace talks between the Government of Uganda and the armed opposition group “Lord’s 
Resistance Army” (LRA) in Juba, mediated by the Government of Southern Sudan (GoSS) 
and facilitated by the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for LRA-affected areas 
Joachim Chissano, resumed on 31 May after a three -month suspension.  The meetings 
extended an earlier Cessation of Hostilities Agreement (COHA), giving the LRA six weeks to 
assemble in Ri-Kwangba (Western Equatoria State) near the border with the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC).  The talks are aimed at ending two decades of war and 
humanitarian crisis in northern Uganda and Southern Sudan. 
 
In June, the United Nations received confirmation that the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) grant of $1,575,000 to support LRA affected areas was approved. Areas 
covered by the grant are Central, Eastern, and Western Equatoria.  Proposals will cover food 
security, health, non-food items (NFIs), shelter, and water and sanitation, targeting 
vulnerable populations directly affected by LRA-related activities, including IDPs and 
returnees. 
 
Protection of civilians 
As part of efforts to improve infrastructure in Southern Sudan’s capital Juba, numerous 
buildings have been destroyed or underwent renovation in May.  This has left over 680 
families without adequate shelter, which is of particular concern, especially at the start of the 
rainy season.  The United Nations and partners are working with the authorities, in order to 
ensure that all displaced families can receive shelter and other humanitarian support as they 
leave their former homes. 
 
Health and Nutrition 
Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) remains a strong concern in Southern Sudan, and 
according to the World Heath Organization (WHO), a total of 8,334 cases of clinically 
diagnosed AWD including 361 related deaths were reported since 01 January in all states, 
with a Case Fatality Rate (CFR) of 4.3%.  Assessments in the affected areas indicate that 
inadequate supplies of chlorine tablets, poor sanitation, lack of access to clean water, low 
levels of awareness in the communities about AWD, are all major causes for the spread of 
the disease.  Agencies are working at preparedness plans, including training of health 
workers on epidemic preparedness and response at county and payam [district] levels.  The 
inventory of meningitis vaccines was completed, and procurement and stockpiling of 



vaccines are underway. 
In June, cases of AWD were reported from two states, Warrap and Northern Bahr el-Ghazal.  
Since the beginning of the outbreak, there have been a total of 93 cases including 10 deaths 
(all deaths were due to suspected cholera).  In Liethnom (Warrap State) to date, there have 
been 47 reported cases including three deaths.  Response has so far included: setting up a 
crisis committee to support with outbreak monitoring and response; improvement of hygiene 
and sanitation at the Primary Health Care Centre (PHCC) in Liethnom; provision of supplies. 
 
Meanwhile, after recent reports of poliomyelitis in Chad, 20 new cases have been reported 
in the DRC, and specifically in the areas bordering Ezo, Maridi, and Yambio Counties 
(Western Equatoria State).  The WHO has shared a detailed preparedness plan with the 
GoSS Ministry of Health, and has recommended immunisation. 
 
Action Contre la Faim (ACF)-USA recently conducted a nutritional survey in Khorfulus County 
(northern Jonglei State).  Preliminary results indicate malnutrition rates much higher than the 
emergency threshold — Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) at 32.6%, and Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) at 6.6%.  Especially when compared to the survey in 2006 (GAM at 27% 
and SAM at 3%), these results warrant an immediate emergency response.  As soon as the 
first nutritional centre was opened, ACF-USA reported that 90 severely malnourished children 
were admitted, which is an indication of the critical situation.  Direct beneficiaries of ACF 
operations are 3,000 individuals, while the indirect beneficiaries are estimated at 18,000 
people. 
 
Food security 
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and its partners have nearly completed the 
distribution of seeds and tools to returnees in areas of high level of returns.  A total of 90,057 
of the targeted 109,293 beneficiary families (82 % of the planned distribution) received 
agricultural inputs and started planting.  One of the successes of this year’s distribution 
has been the provision of improved agricultural techniques and crop management 
instructions, i.e. animal traction, irrigation, and post-harvest loss mitigation to heads of 
households before planting seeds to maximize crop yields. 
 
According to the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET), food insecurity has 
increased across Southern Sudan, as the ‘hunger season’ enters its third month.  Currently, 
households are coping by consuming sorghum stocks, livestock products, wild foods, and 
dry fish, supplemented by subsidized grain and food aid.  Government-subsidized sorghum 
is available in many parts of Southern Sudan, but actual quantities available are unknown, 
making it difficult to gauge the impact.  The regular food pipeline is filled, meaning that this 
year’s ‘hunger season’ needs would be met.  The World Food Programme (WFP) plans to 
support 1.3 million beneficiaries with 113,460 metric tons (MT) of food.  As of 31 April, 
330,000 beneficiaries (host population and returnees) were supported with 9,780 MT of food, 
while about 30,000 MT of food have been pre -positioned in 124 rub halls across Southern 
Sudan.  However, the rainy season makes distribution and preposition difficult: in June, 24 
trucks carrying food for the rub halls in Malualkon were stopped for almost three weeks. 
 
Returns 
In late May, the United Nations Steering Committee on Returns met in Khartoum as part of 
an evaluation exercise of this returns season, and to begin planning for the next one.  So far, 
80,000 people, including IDPs and refugees, have been assisted to return in 2007 — 
double the number of organised returns in 2005 and 2006 combined.  The revised target for 
IDP returns in 2007 has however been decreased to 64,000 from 83,000, due to logistic 
difficulties, while the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
will keep their initial repatriation target of 102,000 refugees.  Organized repatriation from the 
Central African Republic (CAR) and DRC has now been completed, while movements from 
Ethiopia have been suspended due to the rainy season.  Returns from Uganda and Kenya 



will continue, but at a slower pace. 
 
Government-organized returns from Khartoum were halted in early May, except to Northern 
Bahr el-Ghazal, which is one of the states receiving the largest numbers of returns.  So far, 
over 40,000 returnees have arrived in the State — over 15,000 supported through the 
operations of the United Nations and the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and 
some 25,000 through state -organized movements with the assistance of church 
organizations and NGOs. 
 
According to some reports, approximately 25,000 Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia are 
being encouraged by the authorities to return home, as part of moves designed to 
facilitate the upcoming census in the country of asylum.  Some returnees from Ethiopia, who 
reached Southern Sudan without being expected, were reportedly stranded along the banks 
of the Pibor River.  The United Nations is coordinating the immediate humanitarian response 
to an estimated 2,000 returnees in such situations. 
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