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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Regional: WFP, World Vision 
and TNT hosted Walk the World: 
Fight Against Hunger on 21 May 
in Kyalami, Johannesburg. More 
than 760 000 people in 118 
countries and 420 locations 
across 24 times zones 
participated. 
 
 
Angola:  Cholera outbreaks 
continue to ravage Angola. As at 
24 May 2006, a total of 39,267 
cumulative cases of cholera and 
1,451 deaths have been 
registered. reported (CFR 27). 
Approximately half of the cases - 
19,957 – were registered in 
Luanda  
 
Zimbabwe: Inflation has risen to 
1,043 % from 914 % eroding 
food security. An outbreak of 
cholera claimed 15 lives and 
infected 45 people in the 
northeastern town of Guruve,   
 
Comoros: Volcanic activity was 
reported at Karthala Volcano on 
Sunday 28 May. Authorities 
remain vigilant and have 
activated the national emergency 
response preparedness plan. A 
crisis task force and ready to 
evacuate populations, should it 
be required. 
 
Madagascar:  According to early 
warning information over 
300,000 people in the southern 
provinces of Vatovavy 
Fitovinany, Atsimo Atsinanana, 
Ihorombe and Androy could face 
food shortages over the next few 
months.  Dry spells in the 
beginning of the year has 
reduced food security and water 
resources.  
 
 
 

 
 

 Monthly update, 31 May 2006 
REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
The region is looking at an 
improved harvest, as a result of a 
favourable 2005/6 rainy season. 
April signalled the end of the 
hunger season in most of 
Southern Africa. Overall, food 
security is improving with many 
households accessing the new 
crops that have become available 
on rural markets. 
 
As food aid programmes are 
being scaled down, concerns still 
exist over the situation of chronically food insecure populations as well as 
those affected by localised dry spells, heavy rains and flooding and crop 
disease. In all countries, vulnerability assessments are underway under the 
leadership of the National Vulnerability Assessment Committees (NVACs) to 
ascertain the needs and numbers of vulnerable populations. 
 
Outbreaks of cholera and acute diarrhoea are on the decline in most 
countries following the end of the rainy season. However, in Angola, the 
cholera outbreak, which started in February was estimated to have reached a 
critical point as of early May.  
 
Avian and Human Influenza continues to represent a serious threat. With 
outbreaks of the Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) confirmed in 
Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, Niger, Nigeria, Sudan, Burkina Faso and 
latest in Djiboutie, the virus is now well established in the African Region. So 
far, Egypt is the only African country to report on human infections and 
deaths (5) as a result of the H5N1 virus.  
 
Although no outbreaks have been reported yet in southern Africa, concerns 
exist over the risks of propagation of the disease, primarily due to 
uncontrolled trade of poultry from affected countries. Governments are 
putting contingency measures in place to be better prepared for an outbreak. 
However, most countries are seriously under-resourced, hampering 
mitigation efforts. A number challenges are of a more structural nature, such 
as the large attrition rates and vacancy ratios among health personnel. 
 
Preliminary Outcomes from the Agricultural Season  

                                                                               

Despite favourable rains in most parts of the region, average yields per 
hectare in most countries are low due to factors such as inferior seed, poor 
timing of farming operations, low and decreasing fertility, poor weed control 
and plant protection. Heavy rains in some countries, such as Mozambique 
caused some cob rotting and sprouting of maize crops, which made 
harvesting difficult.   
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Government and FAO sponsored fertilizer and seed subsidy schemes 
provided basic agricultural inputs to allow farmers to produce crops this year, 
as in Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland and Lesotho. The input schemes had 
a positive impact on crop diversification. As a result production of cassava 
and sweet potato increased in Malawi and Swaziland. 

 
Lesotho: Agricultural crops look 
favourable for this season, 
although plantings were reduced 
by approximately 30% of fields, 
due to late rains and floods. 
Farmers are cautious of frost 
damage, which has been 
reported in Quthing, increasing 
the likelihood of further 
reductions in yield. Help is on 
stand-by. 
 
Malawi: Forty-seven cases and 
one fatality of cholera has also 
been reported for the period 1 to 
14 May 2006. Temporary 
treatment centres have been 
established and social 
mobilisation campaigns are 
ongoing. 
 
Mozambique: An earthquake of 
a magnitude of 4.6 on the 
Richter scale struck 
Mozambique on May 15, 2006 at 
13:56:13 (UTC). According to 
provincial authorities no damage 
and causalities were incurred. 
 
Namibia: Over 100 000 orphans 
and vulnerable children (OVC) in 
the northern rural areas are 
being registered for a feeding 
programme in response to the 
high levels of malnutrition in the 
region. 
 
South Africa: Maize production 
is set to decline by an estimated 
45% this season due to a 
marked reduction in the area 
planted and delayed seasonal 
planting across many parts of 
the country. This decline in 
production is related to the low 
maize price on the South African 
market during the previous 
marketing year.  
 

 
Countries likely to have a food deficit include Zimbabwe, which, due to 
shortages in fertilizer and problems related to land preparation and despite 
good rains is expected to have a shortfall. Areas in Zambia, Malawi, 
Mozambique and Namibia have localised food shortage problems due to 
flooding and dry spells. While Swaziland, due to lack of planting are also 
faced with food insecurity. 
 
COUNTRY SPECIFIC HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Angola: The severe cholera outbreak that has prevailed since February 
2006 has swept through 11 of the country’s 18 provinces. As at 24 May 
2006, a total of 39,267 cumulative cases of cholera and 1,451 deaths have 
been reported (CFR 27). Approximately half of the cases - 19,957 – were 
registered in Luanda. Of the total number of cases, approximately 35% of 
these cases are in children less than 5 years of age.  Affected communities 
need continued case management, safe water  excreta disposal facilities, 
social mobilisation including hygiene education and information on 
preventative behaviour and the need to seek care early on. 
 
Efforts to contain the outbreak have brought together key agencies such as 
the Angola Red Cross, IFRC, Médecins Sans Frontières, Médecins du 
Monde, OXFAM, WHO and UNICEF under the leadership of the Ministry of 
Health. A National Cholera Task Team was initially formed, which has 
focused on case management, case surveillance, safe water and social 
mobilisation. Given the persistence of the epidemic, the Head of State, José 
Eduardo do Santos has established a Technical Commission on the Fight 
Against Cholera, which will look at addressing underlying factors of the 
epidemic. 
 
During the first weeks of the crisis, agencies responded by using supplies 
from contingency stocks, diverting funds from regular programmes, and 
borrowing from internal emergency funding mechanisms. At a later stage 
funding support was provided or pledged by a number of donors, such as 
DFID, ECHO, USAID, the governments of Canada and Sweden, the Dutch, 
German, and UK National Committees of UNICEF and Exxon Mobil. 
 
Poor sanitation and lack of clean water supply in the crowded suburban 
areas have significantly hampered efforts to curb the epidemic. In view of 
such conditions, more cases are expected for the months to come. As a 
result, agencies will require more resources for treatment centres, safe 
water, excreta disposal facilities and social mobilisation activities. 
 
The cholera outbreak is an illustration of Angola’s high vulnerability because 
of poor populations and the limited capacity of the authorities to provide 
services. Much has yet to be done in terms of meeting basic needs, re-
establishing services and reducing disaster risks. 
 

                                                                               

Concerns exist over the food security situation in the southern and central 
parts of the country, as a result of prolonged dry spells during the rainy 
season. Preliminary estimates from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 



 
AHI: RIACSO held a series of 
meetings to develop an Inter-
agency Emergency 
Preparedness and Response 
Plan (IEPRP).   
 
CERF: On 23 May, an inaugural 
session was held in New York to 
welcome the Advisory Group on 
CERF. The 12-member group 
will provide periodic policy 
guidance and expert advice on 
the use and impact of the CERF 
to the Secretary-General. As at 
30 May, the fund stood at $32m. 
Zimbabwe and Zambia each 
received $1million  from this 
amount. 
 
Information Management: 
SAHIMS and DEVINFO 
conducted regional capacity 
building training from 15 to 19 
May 2006 on VAC Information 
Database in Johannesburg. The 
training aims to assist RVAC and 
NVAC in establishing national 
vulnerability data repositories 
that are aligned to  development 
and humanitarian information 
with the MDG information 
management framework. 
 
Measuring Progress: On 2 May 
2006. UNICEF launched its 
fourth global nutrition report 
entitled, “Progress for Children: 
A Report Card on Nutrition 
Findings showed an alarming 
third of all children in Eastern 
and Southern Africa are 
underweight and under-
nourished. This marks an 
increase in the absolute number 
of underweight children since 
1990. Of the 17 countries 
analysed in Eastern / Southern 
Africa, only Botswana is likely to 
reach the MDG target – to 
reduce  poverty and hunger by 
half.  
 

Development suggest that the production of maize, beans and groundnuts 
dropped by between 25% and 60%, making this seasons production 
estimated to be the poorest in three years. The affected areas include 
Benguela, Huambo, Namibe, Huila, Cunene and Kuando Kubango 
provinces. 
 
Due to these concerns, WFP and FAO under the request of the government 
conducted a CFSAM between 2 and 20 May. Preliminary findings from this 
mission indicate that the situation is not as severe as anticipated with 
production down by 10-20% from last year. Areas in the South have good 
mechanisms in place as they rely on livestock, while Huambo and Huila are 
more affected.  Food crop supplies are expected to last until 
August/September thus making the period from mid-October critical. WFP 
will continue to provide SF, FFW and food assistance where needed. A 
greater priority for the country is the development of irrigation and roads. The 
CSFAM  report will be reviewed by FAO and WFP headquarters and 
available in late June. 

In addition, the Ministry of Social Welfare has recently warned that 
approximately 14,000 people living in remote areas of Moxico province have 
insufficient access to food and basic non-food items, such as clothes, 
blankets, cooking utensils and drugs. These populations are primarily made 
up of former refugees who returned from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) and Zambia. This situation also illustrates the challenges posed by the 
vulnerability of war-affected populations, including former IDP members, 
refugees and demobilised soldiers, whose resettlement or return has not 
been matched by the development of effective services. 
 

 Zimbabwe:  The latest cholera outbreak, reported over the weekend of 
20th May, has claimed 15 lives and infected 45 people in the northeastern 
town of Guruve, 150km from the capital, Harare.  Shortages of drugs, staff 
and serviceable vehicles have prevented the authorities from stamping the 
cholera epidemic out. Foreign currency shortages and attrition of specialist 
staff has further reduced capacity.  
 
The cost of living in Zimbabwe continues to escalate. According to the 
Central Statistical Office, the annual rate of inflation has risen to 1,043% from 
914%, with food prices accounting for a greater part of the increase. Between 
February and March 2006, the national average Food Poverty Line for a 
family of five increased by 14 % to Z$10.3 million.  
 
More positively, national maize availability improved with the start of the 
green and early dried 2005/6 harvest, steadily reducing the market price of 
maize.  In Harare, the price of maize fell from ZWD31,000 per kilo in March 
to ZWD27,000 in May. 
 
On 30 April, WFP ended its vulnerable group feeding programme as 
planned, due to the ongoing harvest. The programme, implemented in 
partnership with 11 cooperating partner NGOs, has been providing 3.6 
million people with a monthly food ration. This month WFP provided one 
million beneficiaries with approximately 7,000 tons of food through targeted 
activities, including school-feeding, support for orphans and home based 
care for the chronically ill and urban feeding programmes. 
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 Comoros:  Activity was reported at Karthala Volcano on Sunday 28 May. 
Specialists from the Karthala Volcano Observatory and the University of La 
Réunion (France) undertook a reconnaissance flight over the crater on 
Monday, 29 May. The reconnaissance team suggested two scenarios for the 
evolution of the volcanic activity, 1) the fountain of lava runs until exhaustion 
and cooling of the magma; or 2) the lake of lava gets drained from the bottom 
and disgorges from the caldera. In the latter scenario, contact of the lava with 
ground water may result in a phreatic explosion with projection ashes and 
volcanic debris.  
 
Authorities have activated the national emergency response preparedness 
plan and a crisis task force has been established, which includes government 
departments, UN agencies and the Comoros Red Crescent Society. 
Authorities remain vigilant and ready to evacuate populations, should it be 
required.  
 
The French Red Cross Society’s Regional Intervention Platform for the 
Indian Ocean (PIROI) in La Réunion and the Regional Delegation of the 
International Federation of Red Cross (IFRC) and Red Crescent Societies in 
Nairobi are on standby to provide support to the Comoros Red Crescent 
Society, should it be necessary. OCHA  is maintaining close contact with the 
RC and partners to undertake appropriate preparedness and or response 
measures, if required.  
 

 Madagascar: Concerns prevail over the food security situation and 
availability of water resources in the southern part of the country, which was 
brought on by a dry spell in the beginning of the year. According to early 
warning information over 300,000 people in the southern provinces of 
Vatovavy Fitovinany, Atsimo Atsinanana, Ihorombe and Androy could face 
food shortages over the next few months. A Standardised Monitoring and 
Assessment of Relief and Transition (SMART) assessment is underway by 
the authorities and UN Agencies. Results determining needs and numbers of 
affected populations was finalized on 30th May in Tulear, south Madagascar. 
The results will be available on 6 June 2006. 
  

 Lesotho: Crops in the field are looking favourable for this season, 
although yields are expected to be reduced by approximately 30%, due to 
late rains and floods. In some areas, harvest has been delayed because of 
bad weather and reduced plantings. Farmers remain cautious because of the 
possibility of frost damage, which has already been reported in some parts, 
increasing the likelihood of further reductions in yield.  
With the harvest situation improving, food distribution will be reduced to 
some 70,000 beneficiaries a month in the third quarter of 2006, from 90,000 
a month during the second quarter. The downscaling is in response to the 
favourable harvest outlook and a reflection of limited aid resources. However, 
school-feeding will continue to reach 125,000 schoolchildren in the third 
quarter. 
Food distribution to support programmes related to HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, 
mother and child nutrition, orphans and other vulnerable children as well as 
Food-for-Work and Food-for-Assets will also continue. The geographic focus 
is in five of the ten districts in the Southern Lowlands and Senqu River 
Valley. 
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 Malawi: Food security continues to improve in most areas where the 
harvesting of maize and other staple food crops is taking place. The second-
round crop estimates indicate an 87% maize production increase over last 
season's poor harvest of 1.26 million metric tons (MT). Local prices of food 
commodities are to a large extent stabilizing.  

As more food has become available, the admissions of severely 
malnourished children under five is declining. In April, 986 admissions were 
registered compared to 1 530 admissions in March, marking a 35% 
decrease. However, admission figures are still high compared to the same 
time last year in April 2005 where admissions reached 705. 

The targeted food distribution in Chitipa district in the Northern region will end 
by 2 June. Approximately 43,000 people in the district will receive a full ration 
of 50kg maize, 10kg pulses and 4 litres vegetable oil for the month of May. 
The cholera outbreak is on a downward trend since it peaked in mid-
February. The Ministry of Health has reported a total of 58 cases of cholera 
and one fatality for the period 1 to 21  May 2006.  The Nsanje district alone 
reported 27 cases of cholera, Machinga (13), Lilongwe (8), Chikwawa (8) and 
Mangochi (2)  Temporary treatment centres in the affected villages have 
been established and social mobilisation campaigns to contain and prevent 
further outbreaks are ongoing. Chlorination of water sources continues in 
those areas/villages.  
 

 Mozambique: An earthquake of a magnitude of 4.6 on the Richter scale 
struck Mozambique on May 15, 2006 at 13:56:13 (UTC). According to 
provincial authorities no damage and causalities were incurred. The 
earthquakes and aftershocks –  an unusual disaster for Mozambique -  has 
led the government to resolve to improve national disaster preparedness. 
The UN family will assist the government in earthquake related assessments, 
disaster resistant building techniques and materials through the mobilization 
of technical experts in the areas of urban development/earthquake impact 
assessment, geology and mitigation planning. 
 
As part of this effort, the National Disaster Management Institute (INGC) 
prepared a National Strategic Plan for Natural Disaster Prevention and 
Mitigation, which was approved by the Cabinet in April. On the basis of the 
strategic plan, an eight-year action plan (2006-2013) was developed, and the 
first draft was shared with nine ministries and UN agencies. Working groups 
in water and sanitation, health, education and early warning assessments 
were established to revise the major components of the action plan and 
advise on implementation.  
 
UN agencies are continuing their support to the drought affected provinces 
through UNICEF’s rehabilitation and construction of 148 water points 
benefiting over 224,600 people and trucking of safe water to the most 
affected communities for about 132,000 people. The Integrated Nutrition and 
Health Programme (INHP) supported by UNICEF and WFP is on-going in 18 
districts. Cumulatively since the inception of the programme in March, 49,903 
children under five have been screened, 3,447 identified as moderately 
malnourished and 491 as severely malnourished. A further 18,138 children 
have been supplemented with Vitamin A and 19,944 de-wormed, and 96 
have received CSB. 
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In areas affected by the cholera outbreak, four refresher training sessions in 
Nampula and Niassa for 104 health workers on Cholera Case Management 
were completed in May. 
 

 Namibia: Over 100,000 orphans and vulnerable children (OVC) are being 
registered for a feeding programme in response to the high levels of 
malnutrition in the rural areas of northern Namibia. Feeding rations consist of 
maize meal, vegetable oil, CSB [corn-soya blend] and beans. According to 
WFP, some 24% of Namibian children aged under five are chronically 
malnourished, and around nine percent are acutely malnourished, despite 
the country being classified as middle income.  
 
WFP has earmarked N$94 million (US$14.2 million) from 2006 to 2008 to 
provide immediate relief to the growing numbers of OVC in Namibia. In the 
northeastern Okavango Region, 7,000 OVC have been receiving food rations 
since the end of April. The Caprivi, Oshikoto, Ohangwena, Omusati and 
Oshana regions will also benefit from the two-year programme, run by the 
Ministry of Gender Equality and Welfare, NGOs and WFP.  
 
Apart from feeding, the operation also aims to register participating orphans 
for the Grant Payment System (GPS), a government allowance of N$600 
[US$90] per month that provides a small safety net for these children. 
According to Gender Equality and Child Welfare, 111,000 vulnerable children 
had been identified, of whom 45,400 have already been registered for the 
GPS.  
 
Namibia has a growing number of OVC, mainly as a result of HIV/AIDS - 
around 23 % of people aged 15 to 49 are HIV positive. Caprivi is the worst 
affected region, with an alarming 43 % prevalence rate.  
A Joint Refugee Assessment Mission was carried out by WFP and UNHCR 
from 23 to 28 April. The mission met with the Ministry of Home Affairs and 
Immigration, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and donors to review issues 
pertinent to the current caseload of approximately 6,500 refugees and 
asylum seekers. The mission recommended continued humanitarian support 
until the end of 2007. 
 

 South Africa: Maize production is set to decline this season due to a 
marked reduction in the area planted and delayed seasonal planting across 
many parts of the country. The National Department of Agriculture's Crop 
Estimates Committee (CEC) estimate a 45% drop in area planted to maize. 
This decline in production is related to the low maize price on the South 
African market during the previous marketing year. On the whole, only 1.56 
million hectares were used to plant maize as compared to last year's 2.81 
million hectares.  
 
COORDINATION 
 
Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Support Office (RIACSO) Gets 
Avian Influenza Preparedness Plans Underway  
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In preparation for a possible Avian and Human Influenza Pandemic, RIACSO 
partners held a series of meetings in Johannesburg during May to develop 
an Inter-Agency Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan (IEPRP).  As 
part of this process, advocacy and communications officials met on 8 May to 
develop a communications action plan. The plan, which focus on advocacy, 
social mobilisation, and technical support to countries, aims to inform the 



public on prevention and how to deal with the possible outbreak of Avian 
Human Influenza (AHI).  
 
All UN agencies are preparing contingency plans, which will be integrated 
into the overall Regional Inter-agency Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Plan (IEPRP) by the end of May.  
 
Update on Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
Just two months into operation, the $500 million Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) that aims to serve people affected by humanitarian 
disasters more predictably and pro-actively, is already making significant 
progress. 
 
On 23 May, an inaugural session was held in New York to welcome the 
Advisory Group on CERF. The 12-member group, appointed by the 
Secretary-General in accordance with General Assembly resolution 60/124 
of 15 December 2005, will serve in their individual, expert capacities, to 
provide. periodic policy guidance and expert advice on the use and impact of 
the CERF to the Secretary-General.  
 
As at 23 May, contributions stood at some $261 million from 41-Member 
States and two private sector organizations. CERF is an additional source of 
money for the Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP). It helps to ensure that 
under-funded consolidated appeals and flash appeals obtain an extra 
injection of cash for a rapid response. 
 
In Southern Africa, $2million has been provided for humanitarian relief to 
Zimbabwe for the Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP). A further $1million 
will go to Zambia to assist with the ongoing support for Angolan refugees. 
 
Strengthening SADC National VAC Data Management Capacity 
SAHIMS in collaboration with DEVINFO conducted regional capacity building 
training from 15 to 19 May 2006 on the VAC Information Database in 
Johannesburg. Twenty participants from across the region attended the 
training, which aims to assist RVAC and NVAC in establishing national 
vulnerability data repositories that align development and humanitarian 
information with the MDG information management framework. The 
workshop deployed DEVINFO data management systems and standards, 
within the national VAC in three SADC countries: Lesotho, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. It covered issues of data management, access, quality and 
compliance with standards that guarantee cross-sectoral integration of 
development information. 
 
SAHIMS will assist Mozambique, Lesotho and Malawi to complete an 
information repository for their national VAC. The next Information Database 
training will occur on 28 August 2006 for 60 participants from Eastern and 
Southern Africa. A Dissemination Workshop to show what each country has 
achieved using DEVINFO is scheduled for December in Gaborone. 
 
Launch of UNICEF’s fourth Global Nutrition Report 
On Tuesday, 2 May 2006, UNICEF launched its fourth global nutrition report 
entitled, “Progress for Children: A Report Card on Nutrition.”  The report 
monitors progress for children towards the MDGs, by measuring the world’s 
performance on nutrition. This is measured by the prevalence of underweight 
children under age five as a primary indicator  Findings showed an alarming 
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third of all children in Eastern/Southern Africa are underweight and under-
nourished. This marks an increase in the absolute number of underweight 
children since 1990. Of the 17 countries analysed in Eastern / Southern 
Africa, only Botswana is likely to reach the MDG target – to reduce  poverty 
and hunger by half.  
While seven countries in the region have made some progress, nine other 
countries are showing no change or getting worse. Reasons for this are 
attributed to declines in agricultural productivity, recurring food crises 
associated with drought, conflict and increasing levels of poverty. 
Simultaneously, HIV/AIDS especially when coupled with drought-related food 
crises, has posed serious challenges to nutrition development, particularly in 
the southern African countries of Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. Positive trends seen in the early 1990’s have been 
slowed or reversed, for example Lesotho has shown increasing levels of 
underweight children and Zimbabwe showing no change over the 1990 – 
2004 period.  
Every year, it is estimated that under-nutrition contributes to the death of 
about 5.6 million children under the age of five. One out of every four children 
under five  - or 146 million children in the developing world – is underweight 
for his or her age, and are predisposed to an increased risk of an early death. 
When nutrition falls short, acute damage is done throughout a child’s 
developmental stages, making individuals less productive in their adult lives. 
Simple steps to significantly improve the lives of children include, the 
promotion of breastfeeding, Vitamin A supplementation and salt iodisation.  
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