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REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

The occurrence of communicable diseases and 
consequent fatalities as a result of cholera, 
measles, tuberculosis and malaria continues to 
expose the fragility of the region’s health 
infrastructure.  

According to World Health Organization 
(WHO) a new, deadly strain of tuberculosis 
identified in South Africa, known as XDR-TB  
(extreme drug resistant tuberculosis) has killed 
52 of the 53 people identified within 25 days of 
being diagnosed. Drugs from two of the six 
second-line medicines, used as a last line of 
defense against TB, proved ineffective against 
the new strain. The strain was discovered in 

rural Kwazulu-Natal, in an area with high HIV 
prevalence and has since spread to Gauteng. As 
at 14 September, the WHO reports that there 
102 cases of XDR-TB.  

Implications of the spread of the disease to other neighboring states could be 
dramatic for the region as XDR-TB has the potential to spread very rapidly in HIV-
positive individuals and there is a very quick, very high mortality among patients. 
The Medical Research Council (MRC)  of South Africa hosted a meeting on 7 - 8th 
September and identified a seven step action plan on how to contain the outbreak 
and to determine better ways to diagnose and treat the deadly strain.  

The recent International AIDS Conference in Toronto, Canada that was held from 
18-21 August 2006, challenged world leaders to deliver on universal access to 
proven prevention strategies, HIV care and treatment. Southern Africa remains at 
the centre of the HIV/AIDS pandemic with more than six million people estimated 
to be infected with the virus. Mother-to-child transmission of HIV, although 
preventable continues to be a significant cause of infection amongst children. 
Access to ARVs for children and pregnant women remains highly insufficient.  

In Zambia, malaria accounts for 20% of maternal deaths and 30% of all outpatient 
hospital visits, with 500,000 deaths a year. With a population of 11 million 
inhabitants, four million malaria cases are reported each year. According to the 
World Health Organisation, outbreaks of malaria are expected to increase from 
October to March.. The WHO urges countries to review their level of preparedness 
by holding one-day preparedness meetings and ensure that enough commodities 
to face malaria incidences and epidemics are available and that malaria emergency 
response teams are ready for quick response.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 
Angola: Over the past eight 
months, 1,200 cases of malnutri-
tion were registered, compared to 
845 detected during the same pe-
riod of 2005 in Huila. Most of the 
cases have been detected in chil-
dren. The Ministry of Health indi-
cate that 27 new cases of cholera 
were registered in four provinces 
of the country, from 2 to 3 Sep-
tember. Emergency operations to 
contain the further spread of the 
disease continue. The voluntary 
repatriation of Angolan refugees 
from Zambia resumed on 15 Au-
gust and was extended to Decem-
ber to allow for more refugees to 
return to their homeland under 
the assistance of the government, 
UNHCR and the IOM.  

 

Zimbabwe: The revised maize 
and small grains production esti-
mate for Zimbabwe by FAO for 
the 2005/06 agricultural season of 
approximately 1,528,300 MT. The 
projected cereal deficit for this 
marketing year is only about a 
third of last year’s deficit, which 
was estimated at about 1,280,250 
MT. This represents only a third of 
last year’s deficit, which was esti-
mated at about 1,280,250 Approxi-
mately 800,000 vulnerable food inse-
cure people will benefit from WFP 
targeted programmes. New pledges of 
some 80,000 tons in priority com-
modities are urgently required to meet 
anticipated shortfalls during the pe-
riod of September 2006 through to 
July 2007. Faced with an economic 
meltdown, Zimbabwe does not have 
the hard currency needed to fill the 
cereal deficit with imports 
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COUNTRY COVERAGE 
ANGOLA: The voluntary repatriation of Angolan refugees from Zambia resumed 
on 15 August and was exceptionally extended to December to allow for more refu-
gees to return to their homeland with the assistance of the Zambian government, 
UNHCR and IOM.  More than 14,400 refugees in Nangweshi, Mayukwayukwa 
and Meheba camps in May indicated the wish to return to Angola this year. 
UNHCR has begun road repairs on camp access roads and transit centres have 
been established. An information campaign is being conducted in all camps to 
stress to refugees that this is their last opportunity to be assisted under organised 
repatriation. 

UNHCR and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) issued a joint 
funding appeal for US$4.8 million to cover IOM’s expenses, namely air charters 
and surface transport in Zambia and Angola.  So far no funding has been received. 
UNHCR is using its own limited funds to support the repatriation of Angolans 
from Meheba.  

The Danish Government has given Zambia US$320,000 to relocate Angolan refu-
gees from Nangweshi camp to Mayukwayukwa settlement camp, both in the west 
of Zambia. The IOM will start the relocation exercise on 19 September.  For more 
information, please visit:http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/KHII-
6TJ96T?OpenDocument 

Partners are concerned over the increase in the numbers of malnourished children 
of less than five years of age in areas affected by inadequate rainfall during the past 
agricultural season. Already, signs of malnutrition are appearing, in the southern 
Huíla province. According to the Government, over the past eight months, 1,200 
cases of malnutrition were registered, compared to 845 detected during the same 
period of 2005. Most of the cases have been detected in children. Patients are re-
ceiving treatment at recovery centres set up by health authorities and some NGOs. 
For further information, please visit the following URL: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/EKOI-
6TC2MZ?OpenDocument) 

Reports from the Ministry of Health indicate that 27 new cases of cholera were 
registered in four provinces of the country, from 2 to 3 September. According to 
the Ministry of Health, the southwestern Namibe Province has the highest number 
with 22 cases, followed by Kuando Kubango (south) with three, while Luanda 
(north-central) and Kwanza Norte (north) had one case, in the mentioned period. 
For more information http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/HMYT-
6TEQ3U?OpenDocument 

Efforts by the government, Angolan Red Cross (ARC) and other stakeholders to 
contain the spread of cholera include distribution of chlorine mother solution, chlo-
rine tablets as well as oral rehydration salts (ORS) sachets social mobilisation cam-
paigns on cholera prevention, hygiene and ORS administration. To date, the emer-
gency operations of the Red Cross have benefited over 85,000 of the 170,000 house-
holds targeted. However, the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) 
needs US$975 000 to reach more households.  

In the southern Cunene province, 198 people have died of malaria from the 17,119 
reported cases in the first half of 2006 according to health authorities. Added to 
this, tuberculosis has claimed the lives of more than 89 people from the more than 
5000 cases reported during the first half of the year. The central Bie Province was 
the hardest hit, with the municipalities of Kuito, Andulo and Nharea, Kamacupa 
and Kuemba and Chinguar as having the highest prevalence rates.  

A recent study conducted by Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) in the municipality 
of Xa-Muteba in the north-eastern province of Luanda Norte, noted that an average 
of 2.8 of every 10,000 children under the age of five die daily. Malaria is the cause 
of more than half the deaths. The mortality for children under-five is almost three 
times higher than levels expected in developing countries and almost 50% above 
the emergency threshold of two per 10,000.  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Malawi: The latest National 
School Health and Nutrition Sur-
vey revealed that 70% percent of 
school going children do not eat 
breakfast due to food shortages. 
One-third of children have chronic 
malnutrition and 18% are under-
weight. WFP, UNICEF and other 
development partners are working 
in collaboration with these Minis-
tries to provide the same schools 
with health and sanitation facili-
ties. 

 

Mozambique: During September, 
a nationwide household survey on 
food and nutrition security will be 
conducted by the multi-sectoral 
Vulnerability Assessment Com-
mittee of the Technical Secretariat 
of Food and Nutrition Security 
(SETAN. The survey aims to ana-
lyse the underlying causes and 
predictive factors contributing to 
food insecurity by examining the 
link between HIV/AIDS and pov-
erty with a view to proposing pol-
icy options for addressing these 
issues. A mild earthquake measur-
ing 5.2 on the Richter scale struck 
Manica Province on 23 August 
2006. There were no reports of 
damage or casualties.  

 

Madagascar: The National Relief 
Council (CNS), the National Nu-
trition Office (ONN), FAO and 
WFP conducted a food security 
assessment in the southern part of 
the country during July - August 
2006. The assessment follows con-
cerns that the food security situa-
tion in the region may deteriorate 
as a result of inadequate rainfall 
during the main agricultural sea-
son. The assessment indicated 
approximately 330,000persons in 
21 communes are vulnerable to 
food insecurity due to the antici-
pated poor rains. In view of this 
partners are planning interven-
tions that includes, school feeding 
activities as well as cash and food 
for work activities.  
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ZIMBABWE: The revised maize and small grains production estimate for Zimbabwe by 
FAO for the 2005/06 agricultural season of approximately 1,528,300 MT. The projected 
cereal deficit for this marketing year is only about a third of last year’s deficit, which was 
estimated at about 1,280,250 MT. However, maize grain availability on the open market in 
some central, eastern and southern districts of the country is affected by restrictions of grain 
movement by the government. For the past 7 weeks, the government has not been able to 
import food. The state owned grain monopoly; the Grain Marketing Board (GMB) has not 
been able to avail maize for sale to places in Matebeleland provinces, Southern Zimbabwe. 
Maize does not grow well in these traditionally dry areas. Hyperinflation continues to push 
available supplies beyond the reach of many households. The food inflation is above 
1,000%. 
 
According to WFP field reports, some households in the eastern and south-eastern 
districts are rapidly exhausting their cereal stocks. Households are reducing the 
number and size of meals as a coping mechanism to preserve their limited sup-
plies. Approximately 800,000 vulnerable food insecure people will benefit from 
WFP targeted programmes. New pledges of some 80,000 tons in priority commodi-
ties are urgently required to meet anticipated shortfalls during the period of Sep-
tember 2006 through to July 2007.  

For further information, visit the WFP Emergency Report Emergency Report No. 
35, 1 September 2006 at http://www.wfp.org/english/?ModuleID=78&Key=702 

Preliminary findings from a survey titled ‘Zimbabwe Demographic and Health 
Survey for 2005/6’ were recently released, providing updated data on the health, 
education and population situation at national, and provincial levels. The findings 
note that between 1999 and 2005/6 there was a reduction of less than five mortal-
ity. Conversely, the data shows there was a significant decline in vaccination status 
and worsening of nutrition among children. The percentage of stunted children 
(below -2 Standard Deviations) increased from 27% in 1999 to 29% in 2005/6. The 
HIV prevalence rate stands at 18.1%, with women disproportionately affected 
(21%) relative to men (14%). 

The economic meltdown with an inflation rate of 994% and unemployment in ex-
cess of 70%, Zimbabwe lacks the hard currency needed to purchase imports to fill 
the cereal deficit. Zimbabwe’s Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZIMVAC) 
estimates that a cumulative total population of 1.4 million people (2.9 million in 
2005), which constitutes 17% of the rural population (36 % in 2005), will not be able 
to meet their household cereal requirements during the 2006/07 marketing year 
even if cereals was available on the market. A total of 91,000 MT (225 455MT in 
2005) of maize will be required to meet the household deficit for this population.   

Given the economic hardships, unionists, students and religious leaders resolved 
at a meeting on 6 September to join forces to launch a nationwide protest against 
the government to improve the living conditions of Zimbabweans. The protest is 
planned for 13 September and is calling for improved salaries above the poverty 
line of Zim$75,000 (US300). A monthly consumer basket costs Zim$96,000 
(US$384), access to HIV&AIDS treatment and affordable, quality education. More 
protests are planned should the government not respond to their grievances in the 
coming weeks. The president has issued stern warnings that perpetrators of civil 
disobedience will be punished. For more information, access the Zimbabwean 
Situation Report http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/EVOD-
6TFH8B?OpenDocument 

 

MALAWI: In spite of the overall good performance of the 2005-2006 agricultural  
season, partners are concerned over the situation of more than 800,000 persons  
identified as food insecure by the MVAC. A recent field trip by an Inter-Agency 
mission found many people in areas affected by adverse conditions during the ag-
ricultural season were already pursuing emergency coping mechanisms by selling 
livestock to buy food.  The latest National School Health and Nutrition Survey 
commissioned by the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training, with support 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Swaziland:  Strong winds moving 
at an average speed of 120km/h 
hit many parts of Swaziland from 
1 to 3 August 2006, injuring some 
people and killing one person. 
There was extensive damage to 
buildings and other infrastruc-
tures. The Red Cross and govern-
ment are working on recovery 
operations. 

Lesotho: Heavy snow continued 
in the highlands areas of Maseru, 
Mafeteng, Mohale’s Hoek, Thaba-
Tseka, Mokhotlong and Qacha’s 
Nek during August. According to 
the Disaster Management Author-
ity, 13 people and approximately 
1,000 animals have died due to the 
extreme weather. 

ZAMBIA: To combat high levels of 
malnutrition in Zambia, the gov-
ernment plans to fortify maize 
meal with Vitamin A supplemen-
tation and make the maize meal 
available to over 90% of the popu-
lation. However, the plan has been 
met with pub-lic resistance from 
both public at large to health ex-
perts. The Government has kick-
started its K198 billion (US$54, 3 
million) inputs distribution exer-
cise for the 2006/07 farming sea-
son targeting 160,000 small-scale 
farmers with 64,000 tonnes of fer-
tiliser. Under the Fertilizer Sup-
port Programme (FSP) govern-
ment has allocated K198 billion 

RESEARCH & 
ASSESSMENTS 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS: 
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE 
RESEARCH FOR INTERNA-
TIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

The Department for International 
Development (DFID) and the Bio-
technology and Biological Sciences 
Research Council (BBSRC) has 
formed a strategic partnership to 
support a new joint funding 
scheme. The scheme aims to en-
hance the quality and impact of 
research addressing the goals of 
sustainable agriculture, improved 
natural resource management and 
food security in both the devel-
oped and less developed world.  

The deadline for outline proposals 
is 3 October 2006 and invited full 
proposals will close on 9 January 
2007. For more information on the 
scheme and how to apply contact: 
Mr Brian Harris at 
dfid.bbsrc@bbsrc.ac.uk  

 

COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT OF WATER 
MANAGEMENT IN 
AGRICULTURE LAUNCHES 
WATER STUDY  

A study on water shortages and 
solutions to the problem was 
launched on 21 August by the 
Comprehensive Assessment of 
Water Management in Agriculture 
at the World Water Week meeting 
in Stockholm, Sweden.  Con-
ducted over 5 years by 700 ex-
perts, the research reviews the 
impacts of various water man-
agement strategies adopted over 
the past 50 years and recommends 
ways of easing water shortages. 
For more information about this 
study please visit 
www.iwmi.org/assessment 
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from the World Bank, revealed that only 30% of Malawian children of school-going 
age eat breakfast all year round. The 70% who skip breakfast usually do so because 
of food shortages at home.  

The survey also noted that, one-third of school-going children have chronic malnu-
trition, 18% are underweight and 9% have worms. WFP, UNICEF and other devel-
opment partners are working in collaboration with these Ministries to provide the 
same schools with health and sanitation facilities. 

WFP provides school meals every school day to 450,000 Malawian pupils in 489 
schools - representing just 15% of the 3.2 million children in 5,129 primary schools 
across the country. For further information visit: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/library/documents/2006/fews-mlw-21aug.pdf 

 

MOZAMBIQUE: A mild earthquake measuring 5.2 on the Richter scale struck 
Manica Province on 23 August 2006.  The epicentre was located approximately 
50kms south of Espungabera, near the border between Machase and Mossurize 
districts. There were no reports of damage or casualties. Earthquakes of a similar 
magnitude have occurred sporadically following the 7.0 magnitude event recorded 
on 23 February 2006.  

In advance of the rainy season, the Civil Protection Unit (UNAPROC) of the Na-
tional Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) is organizing a simulation exer-
cise which will take place in October 2006 to prepare responses to a potential cy-
clone and flood emergency. UN agencies are providing technical guidance to the 
sectoral working groups organizing the simulation response. UNICEF is support-
ing the development of the Communication Strategy for the INGC. 

During September, a nationwide household survey on food and nutrition security 
will be conducted by the multi-sectoral Vulnerability Assessment Committee of the 
Technical Secretariat of Food and Nutrition Security (SETAN), in collaboration 
with the National Institute of Statistics, the Ministry of Health and other partners. 
The survey aims to analyse the underlying causes and predictive factors contribut-
ing to food insecurity by examining the link between HIV/AIDS and poverty with 
a view to proposing policy options for addressing these issues. The survey is in-
tended to provide baseline data on food and nutrition security, representative at 
the provincial level, that can be used in future monitoring. WFP is working closely 
with SETSAN to provide training for survey teams of the National Statistics Insti-
tute (INE) enumerators on methods and the use of personal digital assistants 
(PDAs) for data collection.  

For more information, access the Mozambique Humanitarian Situation Update at: 
http://www.unicef.org/mozambique/humanitarian_response_2866.html 

 

MADAGASCAR: The National Relief Council (CNS), the National Nutrition Office 
(ONN), FAO and WFP conducted a food security assessment in the southern part 
of the country during July - August 2006. The assessment was undertaken follow-
ing concerns that the food security situation in the region may deteriorate as a re-
sult of inadequate rainfall during the main agricultural season. The assessment 
indicated that agricultural production in some southern parts of the country for 
2006 will be significantly lower than normal. In addition, structural factors, such as 
difficult access and lack of extension services, exacerbate the situation. As a result, 
approximately 330,000 persons in 21 communes are vulnerable to food insecurity. 
Most vulnerable people are those living in households headed by women or of 
which members are affected by a disability or chronic disease. Households of fish-
ermen without land are also part of the most vulnerable. Access to potable water 
was reported inadequate in several locations. Prices for basic commodities have 
also been found on the rise. As a result, several families have resorted to selling 
their assets to make ends meet. In view of this situation, the National Relief Coun-
cil (CNS) has undertaken interventions with support from international partners, 
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using resources available in-country. These include, among others, school feeding 
activities as well as cash and food for work activities.  

 

SWAZILAND:  Strong winds moving at an average speed of 120km/h hit many 
parts of Swaziland from 1 to 3 August 2006 and injured several people and killed 
one.  Damage to buildings and other infrastructures such as Schools, government 
hospitals and clinics – including Sigombeni Red Cross Clinic was extensive. Roads, 
telecommunication and power lines were also destroyed.   

The Baphalali Red Cross Society swiftly assessed the damage and responded to 
immediate needs. The IFRC launched an appeal for US$60 000 to provide for tents, 
tarpaulins, transport and immediate rehabilitation of the Red Cross Communica-
tion system. The government also conducted a rapid assessment and has com-
menced repairs to clinics, hospitals and civil servants’ accommodation. Further 
information is available at, Swaziland: Storm Information Bulletin No. 1: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/library/documents/2006/wfp-emergency-15sep.pdf 

Chronic food insecurity persists throughout the country owing to declining in-
comes and remittances, high levels of unemployment and HIV/AIDS prevalence. 
Food production and carryover stock totalled about 81,000 tons of cereal compared 
with a consumption requirement of 195,000 tons. WFP is feeding close to 200,000 
people a month, targeting HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and mother-and-child health 
clinics, programmes for orphans and other vulnerable children, and primary 
school-feeding.  

 

SOUTH AFRICA:  A new, deadly strain of tuberculosis, known as XDR-TB (for ex-
treme drug resistant tuberculosis) has killed 52 of 53 people infected in the last 
year in South Africa, according to the World Health Organization. The strain was 
discovered in the Tugela Ferry in the rural Kwazulu-Natal region, and is classified 
as extremely drug-resistant. Drugs from three of the six second-line medicines, 
used as a last line of defence against TB, proved ineffective against the new strain. 
More information is available at: 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55473&SelectRe-
gion=Africa&SelectCountry=SOUTH_AFRICA 

Tuberculosis experts do not know what gave rise to the XDR-TB outbreak in 
KwaZulu-Natal, but misuse of anti-tuberculosis drugs is the most likely explana-
tion. The Medical Research Council of South Africa will host a meeting on 7-8th 
September with representatives from SADC and WHO to review how to contain 
the outbreak and to determine better ways to diagnose and treat the deadly strain. 

The WHO warns that the new strain poses a grave public health threat, especially 
in populations with high rates of HIV/AIDS and few health care facilities. Health 
officials and researchers are concerned that XDR TB could raise concerns of a fu-
ture epidemic of a virtually untreatable disease. 

Following the recent International AIDS Conference in Toronto, Canada held from 
18 to 21 August, in which South Africa’s government was lambasted for displaying 
a lack of leadership and commitment to the HIV/AIDS crisis, the Government an-
nounced plans to set up a task team to review its HIV/AIDS communications 
strategy in order to better communicate the government’s stance on the pandemic. 

Speaking at the conference, Stephen Lewis, the UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in 
Africa criticised the South African government for its dilatory and negligent stance 
on rolling out treatment. Partner organisations presented the same concerns to 
South African embassies in the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, China 
and Brazil called for the government to develop short and long-term plans to deal 
with the underlying drivers of the HIV epidemic identified as crises of governance, 
social  security, gender inequality and violence.  

According to new research released by the financial insurance company Metropoli-
tan Employee Benefits, noted by Reuters, about 947 South Africans die from AIDS-
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related deaths every day, while 1,443 become newly infected with HIV. Around 
220,000 receive antiretroviral treatment, but about 700,000 are in need of it. Accord-
ing to the company’s worse-case scenario, it forecasts 8.7 million new HIV infec-
tions by 2025.  

LESOTHO: In mid August, the highland areas of Maseru, Mafeteng, Mohale’s Hoek, 
Thaba-Tseka, Mokhotlong and Qacha’s Nek were affected by heavy snow falls. 
According to the Disaster Management Authority, 13 people and approximately 
1,000 animals died due to the extreme weather. Poor weather and now loss oflive-
stock poses serious challenges to food security. 

ZAMBIA: To combat high levels of malnutrition in Zambia, the government plans 
to fortify maize meal with Vitamin A supplementation and make the maize meal 
available to over 90% of the population. However, the plan has been met with pub-
lic resistance from both public at large to health experts. 

The fortification of maize meal follows an agreement signed earlier this year be-
tween the government and the Geneva-based Global Alliance for Improved Nutri-
tion to fortify all maize meal with vitamins A, B, iron and zinc. Parliament is ex-
pected to make the fortification of maize meal law when it convenes after next 
month's general election. About 50% of children under five and a third of women 
between the ages of 15 and 49 suffer from anaemia.   

The Government has kick-started its K198 billion (US$54, 3 million) inputs distri-
bution exercise for the 2006/07 farming season targeting 160,000 small-scale farm-
ers with 64,000 tonnes of fertiliser. Under the Fertilizer Support Programme (FSP) 
government has allocated K198 billion to procure a total of 60,000 tonnes of fertil-
iser and about 3,500 tonnes of maize seed. The Japanese Government had since 
donated 4,000 tonnes of both basal and top dressing. The early input distribution 
was timely forfarmers, as it would reduce the burden and stress to purchase inputs 
during the peak-farming season.
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Forecasting the Weather 
- The Tenth Southern 
Africa Regional Climate 
Outlook Forum 

The tenth Southern Africa Re-
gional Climate Outlook Forum  
was held in Gaborone, Bot-
swana from 6–7 September 
2006 to come up with a con-
sensus forecast for the 
2006/2007 rainfall season over 
SADC. Participants in atten-
dance included climate scien-
tists from the National Mete-
orological and Hydrological 
Services (NMHSs) within the 
SADC region, the SADC 
Drought Monitoring Centre, 
Harare (DMCH) and Interna-
tional Research Institute for 
Climate and Society (IRI), USA 
as well as other global climate 
prediction centres such as Na-
tional centres for Environ-
mental Predictions, European 
Centre for Medium-Range 
weather  

Climate Scientists outlook for 
the coming months indicate 
that most parts of the region 
will receive normal to above-
normal rainfall. More specifi-
cally,  the northern parts of the 
SADC region, northeastern 
part of Angola, northern Zam-
bia, southern Malawi and part 
of northern Mozambique have 
an increased chance of receiv-
ing normal to above-normal 
rainfall during the October–
December 2006 season.  

Areas that are expected to re-
ceive normal to below-normal 
rainfall are expected in the 
remaining parts of northern  
Malawi, most of Mozambique, 
northern Malawi, southern 
and extreme northeastern part 
of Zambia, Zimbabwe, north-
ern parts of South Africa and 
Swaziland. 

While, countries are expected 
to be more affected include 
most of Botswana, bulk of 
Angola, Namibia and southern 
flank of South Africa, north-
western part of Madagascar 
and Mauritius have increased 
chances of receiving normal to 
below-normal rainfall.  

Most of the SADC countries 
have increased chances of re-

ceiving normal to above-
normal rainfall during January 
to March 2007.  

Climate scientists  emphasised 
that this Outlook is relevant 
only to seasonal time-scales 
and relatively large areas and 
may not fully account for all 
factors that influence regional 
and national climate variabil-
ity, such as local and month-
to-month variations (intra-
seasonal). Users were strongly 
advised to contact the respec-
tive National Meteorological 
Services for interpretation of 
this Outlook, additional guid-
ance and updates. 

 

Emergency Preparedness 
Underway - 62nd United 
Nations Civil-Military Co-
ordination Course 

The African Centre for the 
Constructive Resolution of 
Disputes (ACCORD) an inter-
national civil-society organisa-
tion working to bring appro-
priate African solutions to 
conflict on our continent, and 
the UN Office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (OCHA) jointly hosted 
the 62nd UN Civil-Military 
Coordination (UN CMCoord) 
course in Stellenbosch, South 
Africa, from 21 to 25 August 
2006. This course aimed to 
strengthen the capacity of 
various governments, NGOs 
and UN Agencies in the 
southern African region to 
respond to natural disasters, 
and focuses on the appropriate 
use of military and civil de-
fence assets in support of hu-
manitarian action. 

Participants included military 
and civilian representatives 
from Botswana, Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Namibia, South 
Africa and Zimbabwe, includ-
ing representatives from the 
Red Cross societies of Namibia 
and Mozambique as well the 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) and the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF). 

 

 

DevInfo 5.0 Regional 
Workshop Arms UN 
Agencies and Partners 
with Robust Planning In-
formation  

The South African Humanitar-
ian Information System 
(SAHIMS) hosted a training of 
database administrators on the 
latest version of DevInfo 5.0 in 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
from 28 August to 1 Septem-
ber 2006. 43 participants at-
tended from 20 countries in 
Southern and Eastern Africa, 
including Ghana in West Af-
rica. This brought together 
national and UN agencies in-
volved in statistical data man-
agement for MDG reporting, 
urban environmental monitor-
ing and disaster management.  

The DevInfo 5.0 training en-
ables UN Agencies and MDG 
partners to set up MDG based 
information management sys-
tems cost-effectively. Featur-
ing an expanded range of tools 
and features users can ana-
lyze, disseminate and present 
Millennium Development 
Goal (MDG) and human de-
velopment indicators more 
effectively. DevInfo 5.0 is also 
being tested as a baseline data 
dissemination tool for disaster 
preparedness and response.  

This was the third successful 
regional DevInfo 5.0 training 
offered by SAHIMS, following 
the workshop jointly organ-
ized by the South African De-
velopment Community 
(SADC) and the Regional Di-
rectors Team (RDT) in March 
and May this year in Gabo-
rone and Johannesburg.. Par-
ticipants attending the confer-
ence found the training valu-
able for planning priorities 
and monitoring socio-
economic vulnerabilities and 
disaster risk reduction in ac-
cordance with the MDG. 

 

UN and Partners’  
Alliance for OVC, Social 
Protection and  
Livelihoods 

In strengthening the imple-
mentation of livelihood based 

social protection interventions 
for Orphan and Vulnerable 
Children (OVC) the UN Part-
ners’ Strategic Alliance hosted 
its third regional Alliance 
workshop in Johannesburg 
South Africa from 29 to 31 
August. Jointly hosted by 
FAO, UNICEF, WFP and part-
ners, the workshop drew to-
gether participants from gov-
ernment, civil society from 
Swaziland, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Zambia, Zim-
babwe and Tanzania. 

The workshop presented an 
opportunity for participants to 
exchange research, innovative 
programmes and case-studies. 
After extensive discussions 
and heated debate, three from 
12 case-studies were selected 
that reflected best practice. 
The three case studies selected 
includes, Swaziland’s 
Neighbourhood Care Points 
Projects, Zimbabwe’s Basic 
Education Assistance Module 
(BEAM) and Malawi and Le-
sotho’s Strengthening the live-
lihood of OVC projects. 

Another outcome of the work-
shop will be a regional study 
to assess the potential for scal-
ing-up the Junior Farmer Field 
and Life School programme 
currently implemented in 
Swaziland, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, Malawi and Zam-
bia in partnership with 
RENEWAL. In addition, the 
Alliance will partner with the 
Regional Hunger and Vulner-
ability Programme (RHVP) to 
examine how the recent cash 
transfer case studies con-
ducted by Oxfam and Concern 
could provide a more in depth 
understanding of these types 
of social protection mechanism 
for OVC’s.  

Between August and Novem-
ber, the Alliance, RENEWAL 
and RHVP will join forces and 
utilize the case studies to de-
velop and design the most 
appropriate approach and 
research methodology to 
monitor and build an evidence 
base around livelihood based 
social protection interventions 
that can go to scale, paying 
special attention to impact and 
cost-effectiveness.  

LATEST NEWS FROM REGIONAL IASC PARTNERS 
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To facilitate further informa-
tion sharing and documenta-
tion of this process, the Alli-
ance is currently developing 

an OVC portal, which will be 
accessible at the following site: 
www.ovcalliance.pbwiki.com 

For more information about 
the Alliance please contact 
Josee.Koch@fao.org or Marga-
ret.McEwan@fao.org 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Event:  Regional Inter-Agency Support Committee 
(IASC)  (RIACSO) Meeting 
Date:  21 September 2006 
Time:  10h00 
Venue:  11 Merafe House, Naivasha Rd, Sunninghill,  
  Earth Room 
Contact:  Michelle Thulkanam –thulkanam@un.org 
Event:  Avian Influenza Task Force Meeting 
Date:  27-28 September 2006 
Time:  All day 
Venue:  Emperors Palace, 64 Jones Road, Kempton 
Park,   Johannesburg, South Africa 
Contact:  Gabriella Waaijman – waaijman@un.org 
Event:    Regional Inter-Agency Support Committee 
(IASC)  Advocacy Meeting 
Date:  29 September 2006 
Time:  10h30 
Venue:  11 Merafe House, Naivasha Rd, Sunninghill,  
  Situation Room 
Contact:  Michelle Thulkanam – thulkanam@un.org 
Event:  RIACSO Lessons Learnt Meeting 
Date:  11 October 2006 (to be confirmed) 
Time:  08h30 – 17h30 
Venue:  Birchwood Hotel, Johannesburg (to be con-
firmed) 
Contact:  Jean-Luc Tonglet– tonglet@un.org 
  or Chris Kaye– kayec@un.org 

Event:  Regional workshop on Cash Transfer Activities 
in   southern Africa   
Date:  9-10 October 2006 
Time:  All day 
Venue:  Birchwood Hotel, Johannesburg  
Contact:  Glenda Muzenda - events@sarpn.org.za 
Event:   Vulnerability and Capacity Assessment Train-
ing 
Date:  23 -27 October 2006  
Time:   All Day 
Venue:  Maseru, Lesotho 
Contact:  Robert Kwesiga - robert.kwesiga@ifrc.org or  
  Gift Chatora - gift.chatora@ifrc.org 
Event:   Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC)  
  Technical Meeting 
Date:  4 -8 December 2006  
Time:   All Day 
Venue:  To be confirmed 
Contact:  Elliot Vhurumuku – elliot. vhuru-
muku@undp.org 
Event:   Humanitarian Reform Workshop 
Date:  In the week of 13-17 November (2days)  
Time:   All day 
Venue:  To be confirmed 
Contact:  Jean-Luc Tonglet– tonglet@un.org 



 10

 


