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Activities and Updates 
UNDAF Retreat 
Gitega is hosting UNDAF retreat which started on 
Tuesday, 28 October and will end on Friday, 31 
October 2008. The retreat aimed at determining 
strategic objectives of the partnership between the 
United Nations and the Burundian Government for 
the years 2010 through 2014. 

Repatriation of Burundian refugees 
During the reporting period, 1525 returnees arrived 
in Burundi, all of them from Tanzania, except for 5 
who arrived from South Africa.  

All of those who repatriated from Tanzania entered 
through Makamba; 1017 arrived from the old 
Settlements on two convoys.  

Since the beginning of this year, a total of 83,170 
Burundian refugees have returned: 435 in January, 
1,991 in February, 8,377 in March, 6,675 in April, 
5,272 in May, 19,635 in June, 17,508 in July, 9,642 
in August, and 8,439 in September, and 5,196 so 
far in October.  

This figure includes the return of 22,620 refugees 
from 1972, including 32 from villages in Kigoma 
region. 

Update on food aid distribution 
WFP distributed 733 tons of food reaching a total of 
56,119 beneficiaries through its various 
programmes. 

Human rights violations 
The military court rendered its judgement in the trial 
of the FDN soldiers allegedly involved in the 2006 
Muyinga summary executions and forced 
disappearances. Despite the defendant's lawyers’ 
complaints about the absence of Colonel Vital 
Bangirinama, the main defendant, the military court 
sentenced the latter to death. He was charged with 

assassination, illegal arrest and detention. 
Meanwhile, three FDN soldiers were sentenced to 
life imprisonment and four others to penalties 
ranging from two to ten years in jail. Eight other 
defendants were acquitted. It is worth mentioning 
that the sentence against Col. Bangirimana may 
constitute a hurdle, as the risk of execution is a 
reason not to extradite someone according to 
international law. 

With regard to harassment against opposition 
parties, a judicial decision granted provisional 
release to former CNDD-FDD Member of Parliament 
Théophile Minyurano. Mr. Minyurano had been 
arrested and detained in Gitega since [1 Oct.] on 
charges of insult and assault on a magistrate. He is 
one of the 22 dissenting CNDD-FDD 
Parliamentarian excluded from the National 
Assembly and has since become a member of the 
UPD-Zigamibanga  party. Some observers viewed 
his arrest as politically motivated. Meanwhile, 
HR&JOs were informed that the Governor of 
Makamba prevented UPD-Zigamibanga party 
members from organising a wreath laying ceremony 
to commemorate the 1993 assassination of 
President Ndadaye on [21 Oct.], in Makamba.   

In the context of the reinforcement of courts’ 
administration and the professionalization of the 
judiciary, the HR&JD held a training session on 
magistrates’ ethics for 56 magistrates, including 11 
women, from Bubanza Province jurisdictions.  

Within the framework of the integrated strategy to 
fight sexual violence against women and children, 
HR&JOs organised nine awareness-raising 
sessions for 534 participants including 295 men. 

Protection and community 
reintegration of returnees 
The Legal Aid Clinic Project of the African Centre for 
the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD) 
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successfully mediated 8 disputes in the communes 
of Nyanza-Lac, Kinyinya and Bukemba (in 
provinces of Makamba, Ruyigi and Rutana 
respectively). Out of 8 disputes were related to land 
and 1 related to family law. In addition, ACCORD 
conducted 1 legal matter and 2 conflict 
management trainings in the communes of 
Bukemba, Nyanza-Lac and Butaganzwa for 75 local 
administrative authorities and community leaders. 
Finally, 10 people received legal advice from 
ACCORD and were after referred to either Avocats 
sans Frontières (ASF) or to relevant judiciary 
institutions. These initiatives assisted towards the 
reintegration of returnees into communities, the 
promotion of reconciliation and the protection of 
returnees. 

Assistance to Burundians expelled 
from Tanzania 
The Government project for the reintegration of war-
affected persons (PARESI) registered 192 
Burundians (70 families) expelled from Tanzania 
who arrived through the entry points of  Gisuru / 
Ruyigi Province 8 persons (8 families), Mishiha / 
Cankuzo Province 34 persons (16 families), 
Mabanda / Makamba Province 146 persons (45 
families) and Kobero / Muyinga Province 4 persons 
(1 family). 

Since 01 January, 6,427 expelled persons (2,664 
families)  

NRC support to Expelled in Burundi 
During September 2008, the province of Makamba 
(via Mabanda, the entrance point) recorded the 
highest number of expelled, precisely 54% of all 
expelled recorded in the four points of the provinces 
of Muyinga, Cankuzo, Ruyigi and Makamba. By the 
way, a reduction of expelled was noted. 

These households are women and children.  More 
than 50% of the women accommodated in the 
“centre d’écoute” (CECO) of the Norwegian 
Refugees Council (NRC) were interviewed in the 
site of transit of Mabanda. Since July 2008, this 
regular surge of expelled on Makamba is partly 
related to the closing of the refugee camps in 
Tanzania, in particular the camp of Mtabila, in the 
area of Kigoma, border line area to the province of 
Makamba.  

During previous months (July and August), HCR 
convoys transported the irregular persons from the 
Burundo-Tanzanian border to in the camps.  In total, 
34 cases of fraud were revealed inside the four 

sites, representing 142 people. In the “centre 
d’écoute” established in the 4 sites of transit, NRC 
discussed with 164 households on a total 212 
households made up of 777 people:   

77% of all the households which forwarded on the 
sites of transit of Kinazi (Muyinga): it is the site 
which recorded the low rate of expelled;  

9 households of 25 people forwarded on the site i.e. 
4% of all expelled during September.  

The site of transit of Munzenze (Cankuzo), 
accommodated 19% of the whole of expelled, 41 
households forwarded on the site and a member by 
household was interviewed (100% of expelled last 
on the site). The site of transit of Gisuru (Ruyigi) 
accommodated 30 households (17%), and 24 of 
them visited the  “centre d’écoute”.  

The site of transit of Mabanda (Makamba) 
accommodated 62% of all expelled of September. 
On 132 households which passed on the site of 
transit, 90 could be listened by NRC staff (68% of 
expelled on the site). 

 

 


