
 
 
Press Briefing Notes   18 April 2007 
 
 

Special Briefing by UNMIK Police Commissioner Richard Monk 
 

UNMIK Spokesperson Neeraj Singh: 
 
Good morning, we'll start with a briefing by the Police Commissioner and after that we'll 
continue with our regular weekly press conference. 
 
To start, I have a statement from SRSG Joachim Rücker on the Interim Report of the 
Special Prosecutor. The SRSG said, and I quote: 
"Yesterday, I have received the Interim Report of the Special Prosecutor regarding the 
deaths and serious wounding of protesters during the 10 February demonstration. I have 
reviewed the Report and would like to underline its clarity and comprehensiveness. The 
Special Prosecutor acted independently and his findings are based on an extensive 
investigation conducted over the past two months. 
 
The UNMIK Police Commissioner has informed me that he had already taken several 
corrective measures to address some of the issues raised in the Interim Report. Other 
concerns of the Special Prosecutor related to UNMIK will be reviewed thoroughly. 
 
The Special Prosecutor and his Task Force will continue their investigation and will keep 
the public informed." 
 
To repeat, this is a statement from the SRSG on receiving the Interim Report. And now 
over to the Commissioner. 
 
 
UNMIK Police Commissioner Richard Monk 
 
Neeraj thank you very much. Good morning everyone. 
 
I was present yesterday when the Special Prosecutor addressed you and I have since read 
both reports that he made public. I also acknowledged that both are Interim Reports and 
that further announcements will be made by the Special Prosecutor concerning the 
operational response by police in this incident. Both I and my senior colleagues are 
sincerely committed to ensuring that the deaths and serous injuries that occurred in the 



circumstances that prevailed on the 10th of February never occur again. I want to tell you 
about some of the action that has been taken by KPS and their international counterparts. 
 
Immediately following the weekend of 10/11 February, an internal scrutiny was begun by 
public order experts which examined among other things whether police officers were 
fully briefed, whether they understood their roles, their powers, their areas of 
responsibility. Whether there were clear lines of command and control, whether the 
ground commanders had sufficient authority to take operational decisions according to 
the situation that confronted them at the time, whether the radio communications were 
adequate, whether lines of communication were clear between KPS and KPS units, and 
between KPS units and international police units. 
 
The internal review found that there were deficiencies in all these areas and in other areas 
too. At the same the Minister of Internal Affairs requested a report. This was provided to 
him and ever since he has been anxious to know what changes need to be made or indeed 
have been made. At the same time a very much fuller enquiry into the conduct of police 
during the disturbances was undertaken by the Police Inspectorate of Kosovo which is an 
independent body long since established by the OSCE and operating within the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs. The Police Inspectorate published its reports on the 10th of March and 
they made seven very firm recommendations. The Inspectorate also proposed a draft law 
on how police should deal with public disorder in future drawing together all the 
necessary powers and safeguards which elsewhere appear in European legislation or are 
specifically mentioned in the European Code of Policing Ethics. 
 
On the basis of the Inspectorate’s inquiry the findings of the internal review and in order 
for me to be able to present to the Minster of Internal Affairs an assurance that  
operational planning and response to public disorder by police will be properly managed 
in in future, I have instigated a bottom to top review of how police whether KPS, 
International on belonging to specialised Units are trained, equipped and commanded in 
order to respond to escalating levels of disorders. I intend this review to look of all levels 
of response to public disorder. That means from police accompanying a small local 
protest march, to serious wide area riot when the police are themselves overwhelmed to 
such an extend by violence that they cannot protect innocent people or even themselves. 
 
There is a mention in the Special Prosecutor’s report of a particular type of rubber bullet 
that was found to have caused the deaths and injury to at least one person and on which 
he directed that tests be independently carried out to determine the lethality of those 
bullets, we have found that those bullets were manufactured in 1991 and had a shelf life 
of three years. That means that the rubber bullets were out of date by at least 12 years. 
 
Now I have directed that any such ammunition currently in possession of any Specialised 
Police Unit be either sent home or destroyed. I have to tell you that I would also like to be 
able to have these forms of rubber bullets, which are smaller than rubber baton rounds 
and with a much higher muzzle velocity, withdrawn completely. But there are 
circumstances, as the Special Prosecutor remarked yesterday, in which they may be used 
and this probably would not be acceptable politically. 



My personal concern remains an insufficient realisation that people who provoke riots or 
commit acts of criminal damage or inflict injury or intimidation, commit crime and every 
effort should be made to arrest and prosecute them. And I intend to place a very heavy 
emphasis on the early arrest of people who commit these offences. Such violence 
diminishes us all and seriously detracts from the efforts of those who pursue critical 
debate through compelling argument which is crucial at this stage in Kosovo’s political 
evolution. 
 
Neeraj: Thank you Commissioner. Now, if you have any questions for the Police 
Commissioner relating to his statement, you are welcome to ask those questions. Yes. 
 
Question: Mr. Commissioner, you mentioned that the people, [word indistinct] 
realization of people who conduct disorder is a crime, and you have mentioned that you 
would request for earlier arrest. Can you tell us what is going on with Albin Kurti? Will 
he be sent to trial or will the period of his detention be continued because the members of 
Vetëvendosje have started a campaign with different pamphlets and asked for his release, 
they ask for his release continuously. 
 
Monk: Sorry that’s actually not a question I could answer. That really is a question for 
the courts or the prosecutor. 
 
Question: Well, earlier on you said that those that instigate disorder should be arrested. 
Are you alluding to the case of the 10th of February that you call disorder, so you assume 
the role of the judge? But those that conducted crimes on the 10th of February and the 
report of the prosecutor says that those are police officers. What have you done as a 
police officer or as a commander that those that committed crime not leave the country, 
because this is your task? So you let those police officers, the suspects, leave the country. 
So what should the citizens expect from you when you allow them to leave Kosovo? 
 
Monk: Let me just correct, I think, the interpretation you’ve placed on what I’ve just 
said. Only yesterday we saw instances of where vehicles had graffiti sprayed all over 
them, and actually there was insufficient action taken by the police in my opinion. What 
I’m saying is that when people damage property, or they threaten violence to innocent 
people, I am really keen that the police will intervene as soon as possible. That’s also true 
in the way that we manage public disorder. Every citizen has a right to protest peacefully 
in large numbers, in small numbers, in public places. But if they start to use violence 
against other innocent people or they intimidate those people, or they damage property, 
what I’m telling you is that my directions, and there should be no surprise about this, to 
the police are that we should intervene as quickly as possible to stop that violence or 
damage to property escalating. Now, I don’t think there is anything terribly difficult 
about this. I am hopeful that before we even get to that stage, the police will have actually 
got into consultation with the organizers of protest marches or demonstrations and will be 
very clear on both sides what is going to be permitted and what will not be permitted. 
What I am anxious to make sure people understand is that there is a way of political 
debate going forward in this country which does not include violence, and police officers 
are, as I have, I think said here before, have a duty to uphold the rights of the citizen, not 



the state. And citizens have rights not to have their property damaged, not to be put in 
fear, and not to have violence used against them. 
 
Neeraj: OK, I’m sorry, we have three questions: Stojan, Përparim, Matt in that order and 
after that Tina. Four questions, and after that we’ll have to conclude this session and 
we’ll have the regular press briefing. Stojan? 
 
Beta: Mr. Commissioner, when you were speaking about rubber bullets, you said that it 
was determined that they are out of date. How relevant is that fact for the deaths of two 
people – usage of such out-of-date ammunition?  
 
Monk: It may not be directly relevant but it is relevant in as much as I assume the 
prosecutor’s concern and concern of technicians is that the rubber would have hardened 
and, therefore, the bullet itself would have become more lethal and I am assuming that is 
why it has a short life and why it is or should be withdrawn after three years.  
 
Zëri: Commissioner, are you going to make any change in the KPS command if they 
didn’t perform well their duties on the 10th of February? And the second, if I may, would 
you accept any other Romanian contingent into UN police if they have requested [words 
indistinct]. 
 
Monk: As regards changes in the command structure, the information I have at the 
moment would not support changes in the command structure but it would support that 
we have quite a bit to do in ensuring that there are much better command practices in 
place and the commanders fully understands their responsibilities. I think your second 
question was would I accept a specialized Romanian police unit? I have to tell you that 
as the first Romanian police unit rotated out of the country, a new Romanian contingent 
came into the country so they are already here.  
 
Reuters: Who is responsible for the fact that these out-of-date bullets were used and 
how is it possible that a contingent of UN police could arrive with whatever ammunition 
they like? 
 
Monk: Matt, that’s an issue that’s being looked at in New York. We’ve signaled concern 
to New York. I understand that there has been a group set up in New York which is 
looking at exactly that, so I’m sure that eventually that will be part of the information 
which the special prosecutor will put into, or he may very well include, in his next 
report. 
 
Reuters: Do there exist any written regulations on this in UN policing? 
 
Monk: It wouldn’t be within the UN’s capacity to issue regulations about the age of 
bullets. We would expect that specialized police units coming here would adhere to the 
manufacturers’ rules.  
 
Neeraj: We have the last question from Tina.  



 
AP: Just a follow-up on the expired rubber bullets. Commissioner, does this mean you’re 
going to now try to review all the ammunition coming into Kosovo? Will this finding 
these expired bullets say something about standards of policing in Kosovo?  
 
Monk: I’ve already issued a direction that any rubber bullets that are out of date, by 
however much, I said earlier, should actually be returned back to the country of origin or 
they should be destroyed. I understand that another group is looking – at my behest – at 
the sort of weapons that do come into this country and the sort of weapons that 
specialized police units bring with them but that’s a matter which is currently under 
review.  
 
Kosova Sot: I’m interested to know, given that you said that the rubber bullets were 
expired, does this mean that they can become poisonous or they could have another 
toxicological effect to poison the persons against whom the bullets were used? 
 
Monk: I don’t think that’s the implication at all. I think the implication is that the 
manufacturers put a time limit on the use of the rubber bullets because probably the 
rubber hardens over time which would, given a muzzle velocity, make them even more 
risky to use at short-range. So my understanding is there is no question of them being 
toxic, this is merely a question of the actual hardening of the rubber that is the issue here.  
 
Neeraj: Thank you. With that, we’ll conclude this session of the briefing and we’ll 
continue with our regular press briefing after this. Thank you very much Commissioner 
for being with us here today.  
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UNMIK Police Spokesperson Thomas E. Lee 
KFOR Chief PIO Col. Michael Knop  
OSCE Spokesperson Sven Lindholm 
EU Pillar Spokesperson Mechthild Henneke 
 
 

UNMIK Spokesperson Neeraj Singh 
 
Compensation for victims 
The Special Prosecutor in his Interim Report released yesterday on the 10 February 
demonstration, concluded that appropriate procedures for compensation for the surviving 
family members of those fatally shot and for those seriously wounded may be initiated. In 
this regard we would like to inform you that UNMIK stands by the bereaved families in 
this moment of their tragedy. 



 
Since the tragic events of 10 February, UNMIK representatives have visited the families 
of the deceased and seven other families of those seriously injured. The families have 
been informed of their right to file claims for compensation, and the procedures and 
requirements have been explained to them. This is important because the claims are 
required to be filed by the concerned families before they can be processed by the Claims 
Review Board of UNMIK and the UN headquarters. 
 
Clear provisions and mechanisms are in place to request compensation from the United 
Nations in such cases. The procedure for this has been fully set out by the UN General 
Assembly and UNMIK stands ready to assist any families that make a compensation 
request within the defined timeframe. 
 
SRSG in Athens 
The SRSG is in Athens today where he is meeting Greek Foreign Minister Dora 
Bakoyannis and EU Heads of Missions. He will also deliver a speech at the EU Club of 
Athens. The SRSG will return to Kosovo tomorrow morning. 
 
 
Countdown press release on parole and probation 
And finally, our countdown press release this week is on the pioneer work that has been 
done in establishing a modern community-based Probation Service in Kosovo that 
provides for alternative sanctions and measures to imprisonment. As usual, copies are 
available for you in the gallery. 
 
 
UNMIK Police Spokesperson Thomas Lee 
 
No statement. 
 
 
KFOR Chief PIO Col. Michael Knop  
 
No statement. 
 
 
OSCE Spokesperson Sven Lindholm 
 
Review of Anti-Discrimination Law  
The Anti-Discrimination Law is one of the most progressive pieces of European 
legislation for rights in this area. However, since its passing into law in 2004, it has not 
been fully utilized by Kosovo’s Provisional Institutions of Self-Government (PISG).  
  
The OSCE today hosted a roundtable on how to effectively put this Law into practice. 
  
At the conference Ambassador Werner Wnendt, Head of the OSCE Mission, said 
“Implementation of the Anti-Discrimination Law is important for the moment Kosovo is 



now going through. Furthermore, it is a guiding principle of European integration as it is 
important for all members of society, not just for minority communities.” He added: “To 
simply state the principle of equal opportunity and equal rights is not enough, society as 
a whole need to actively fight all forms of discrimination.” 
  
Topics discussed were individual rights under the law, how government institutions and 
ministries can more effectively and efficiently implement the law, and how civil society 
can assist in tackling all forms of discrimination. 
  
Opening of Student Services Center 
And event for next week… 
  
On Tuesday, April 24th, the University of Pristina and the OSCE Mission will host a 
ceremony to open LINK –the newly established Student Services Centre at the 
University. The main Centre is located at the heart of the National and University 
Library. There are 3 satellite centres in the Faculty of Education in Prizren, the Faculty 
of Mining and Metallurgy/Applied Sciences in Mitrovicë/Mitrovica and the Faculty of 
Business in Pejë/Pec. 
  
LINK Student Services Centre offers to potential students, current students and alumni 
of the University of Pristina the following services:  
- Information: orientation for new students, scholarships and international exchange 
- Academic Advising: academic choices and difficulties 
- Career Guidance: links with the labour market, internships, career planning, 
professional competencies 
  
Students can make individual appointments, walk in for information, or participate in 
workshops offered by the Centre.  
 
 
EU Pillar Spokesperson Mechthild Henneke 
 
KTA has bid day today for the 23rd wave of privatisation. Bidders have already handed 
in their bids, so please come after 13.00 to the UNMIK Theatre Hall to see how much 
they offered for the 19 companies that are put to tender. 
 
 
Neeraj: Thanks Mechthild, any questions?  
 
Beta: How far have the preparations of UNMIK reached for the UN Security Council 
delegation which is due to come on the 27th this month. And within this visit will there be 
a visit to the field where the Serbs are living or all of it will be based on the talks with the 
officials? 
 
Neeraj: On the Security Council visit just to let you know as of know we still don’t have 
the official notification which would define the terms of reference of the UN Security 
Council delegation and the program. We do understand that the Security Council 



delegation is expected to visit Kosovo on the 26-27th. We have been working with the 
Team of Unity, we have also suggested some programs to New York and we are working 
with the Team of Unity to ensure that all the required information is made available to the 
delegation when they are here but until now we do not have the terms of reference and 
the program so we cannot give you any more details. 
 
AP: Neeraj, how are you dealing with statements from some Serb organizations that there 
will be a massive return to Kosovo next week and are you as the UN mission capable of 
taking in 250,000 people? 
 
Neeraj: We have seen media reports suggesting that. We are not in a position to 
comment based on media reports. 
Any more questions? Thank you. 
 


